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| Houſe of Commons. 
DURING 
The Seventh Seſſion of the Eighth 


Parliament of Great Britain. 


November 18, 1740. 


uſual State, and opened the Seſſion with a 
moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, ac- 
quainting his Parliament, That ſtrong Squa- 
drons were got ready, and ordered to ſail 
1 upon important Services, both in the Welt- 
Indies and Europe, with as much Expedition as the Nature 
of thoſe Services, and the Manning, of the Ships would ad- 
mit: That a very conſiderable Body of Land- Forces was 


Subjects raiſed in America. And all Things neceſſary for 
_ 2 tranſporting the Troops from hence, and carrying on the 
© deſigned Expedition, were a long time in Readineſs, ard 


4 embarked, which is to be joined by a great Number of his 


Vor. VII. B Spain 


IS Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers in the Anno 14, Geo 


IL. 1743. 


LAWNS 
Abſtract of 


the King's 
Speech. 


Anno 14, Geo waited only for an Opportunity to purſue the intended 
IL 1749 Voyage. That the ſeveral Incidents, which have hap- 
pened in the mean time, have had no Effect upon him, but = 

to confirm him in his Reſolutions, and to determine him 
to add Strength to his Armaments, &c. That the Court of 
Spain having already felt ſome Effects of our Reſentment, 
began to be ſenſible, that they ſhould be no longer able, 
alone, to defend themſelves againſt the Efforts of the Britiſh 
Nation. And, if any other Power, agreeable to ſome late 
extraordinary Proceedings, ſhould interpoſe, and attempt 
to preſcribe or limit the Operations of War againſt his 
declared Enemies, the Honour and Intereſt of his Crown 
and Kingdoms muſt cali upon us to loſe no Time, in put- 
ting ourſelves into ſuch a Condition, as may enable us to 
repel any Inſults, and to fruſtrate any Deſigns formed 
againſt us, &c, That the Death of the late Emperor opens 


— * — 
—ͤ— 


a new Scene in the Affairs of Europe, And that it was im- A 
poſſible to determine what Turn the Policy, Intereſt, or 1 
| ; Ambition of the ſeveral Courts may lead them to take in Þ 


this critical Conjuncture. That it ſhall be his Care to ob- 
ſervE their Motions, and to adhere to the Engagements he 
| | 15 under,, to maintain the Balance of Power, and the Liber- 
| ties of Europe, &c. That he had ordered Eſtimates for 
| the Service of the enſuing Year to be prepared, and laid 
before them. That ſome Augmentations will be neceſſary, 
not only for carrying on the preſent War with Vigour, but 
alſo to put ourſelves in a Condition of being prepared for 
ſuch Events, as may ariſe im this uncertain State of Europe, 
&c. That the Scarcity of Corn, which has happened in 
many Countries, had induced ſeveral Powers to make ex- 
traordinary Proviſions, to obviate the ill Effects of that Miſ- 
fortune: That though in many Parts of this Kingdom, the 
Harveſt has proved more favourable, yet common Prudence 
calls upon us to provide againſt the Approach cf ſuch a 
Calamity, He therefore earneſtly recommended it to them, 
to conſider of ſome good Law, to prevent this growing 
Miſchief. He alſo recommended to them, a Bill for the more 

| ſpeedy Manning the Fleet in time of War, &c. 
An Addreſs Whereupon the Commons reſolved, That an humble 
voted. Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to congratulate him on 
his ſafe Return to theſe his regal Dominions, &c. And to 
aſſure his Me jeſty, that this Houle will ſtand by and ſupport 
him, againſt all Attempts made in Violation of the Faith of 
Treaties, &c. And a Committee was appointed to draw up 

an Addreſs agreeable thereto, &c. 

It was moved, humbly to addreſs his Majeſty, That B F 
wou 2 


have been diſpoſed of, to be laid before them. 


ES F- 


would be pleaſed to order an Account to be laid before _ Ceo, 
them, in what Manner the Sums granted laſt Seſſion for the . 
Service of the preſent Year had been diſpoſed of, which e 
after Debate paffed in the Negatives Ayes 1 57» Noes Motion for a 
226®*, | reis tor 
The 19th, Reſolved, that this Houſe will receive no Pe- * EE of 
tition for private Bills after the 21ſt Day of January next, — 

Ordered, That the Houſe be called over on the fourth of Seſſion. 
December. 5 

The zoth, The Houſe went in a Body to addreſs his 
Majeſty. 

Mr. Speaker reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to their Ad- 
dreſs of Yellerday. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill to prohibit for a limited Time 
the*Exportation of Corn, and other Proviſions out of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and his Majeſty's Plantations in America. 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, that the ſaid 


Bill be printed, which paſſed in the Negative. 


The 24. Received the Report of laſt Friday's Reſolution. 
And reſolved, Nemine contradicente, that a Supply be granted 
to his Majeſty. \ 
Ordered an Eſtimate of the Ordinary of the Navy Guards, 
Garriſons, Land-Forces, &c. to be laid before them. 
Ordered, That the Bill to prohibit the Exportation of 
Corn, &c. be read a ſecond Time to-morrow ; on a Divi- 
hon, Ayes 84, Noes 58. | 
Ordered an Account how the Monies granted laſt Seſſion 


The 25th. Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That the Thanks given 
Thanks of this Houſe be given to Vice-Admiral Vernon, to Admiral 
for the Services he has done to his King and Country in Vernon. 
the Weſt-Indies. 

Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That his Majeſty be ad- An Addreſs 
dreſſed to order an Embargo to be forthwith laid upon all for an Embar- 
Ships laden with Corn, Grain, Starch, Rice, Beef, Pork, go on Provi- 
and other Proviſions, to be exported to foreign Parts. lions. 

Read a ſecond Time the Bill to prohibit the Exportation 
of Corn, &c. And after Debate committed it for this Day 
{e'en-night. | 

Received a Petition of Richard Partridge, Agent for 
Penfylvania, and alſo Agent for New-Jerſey, againſt the 
Corn Bill, which was referred to the ſaid Committee. 

B 2 The 


* This Motion was then rej ected as irregular ; but after- 
wards an Aude of the ſame Nature was prefented to his Ma- 
r/ty, : 


(4) 


Anno 1, Gco The 26th. Received a Petition of the Merchants of Lon- 


IT. 17 40. 


Liſ 8 of the 
Navy, &c. 


called for. 


don, againſt the Bill for prohibiting the Exportation of 


Corn, &c, referred to the Committee. 

Ordered, That the proper Officer do lay before this 
Houſe a Liſt of the Navy, as it ſtood on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, 1739. With an Account of how many have been 
loſt, decayed or rebuilt, and what remain, 

Alſo a Liſt of the Navy as it ſtood on the 18th Inſtant. 

Alſo an Account of what Ships have been employed from 
June 1ſt, 1739, to November 1ſt, 1740. as Cruiſers or Con- 
voys, With their Continuance thereon, and the Succeſs they 
have met with, diſtinguiſhing each Ship taken or retaken 
from the Enemy. | 

Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for Copies of all Appli- 
cations which have been made to the Admiralty, &c. for 
Cruiſers to be appointed for Protection of our Trade. 

Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for an Account of all 
Orders given fince February 1ſt, 1737. relating to the fit- 
ting out, and failing of any of his Majelty's Squadrons, 
wich the Dates of ſuch Orders, &c. 

Ordered, An Account of all Orders given for raiſing and 
embarking Land-Forces and Marines for the Lord Cath- 
cart's Expedition to America, &c. to be laid before them. 

Reſolved, That his Majeſly be addreſſed for Copies of all 
Letters relating to a Supply of Ships, Men, Stores, Ammu- 
nition, &c, written to, or received from Vice Admiral Ver- 
non, by either of the Secretarics of State, the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Admiralty, or the Navy. As alſo for an Ac- 
count of what Stores, Ammunition, &c. were contracted for, 
and ſent to the ſaid Admiral at Jamaica, 

Reſolved, That his Majeſty be addreſſed for Copies of 
all Letters that have been written, or Repreſentations made 
to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, relating to Stores, 
Proviſions, &c. for the Uſe of the Fleet lately under the 
Command of Sir John Norris. 

Ordered, That Copies of the monthly Returns of Sea- 
men, with the Number of the Sick, what died, or deſerted, 
and what cured fince the 1oth of July, 1736. be laid before 
them. | 

Ordered, An Account to be laid before them, of what 
Stores, Ammunition, Proviſions, &c. were ſent with, or 


have been ſent to Rear-Admiral Haddock. And alſo Co- 


pies of all Letters, as relate to a Supply of Ships, Men, 

Stores, &c. written to, or received from Rear-Admiral Had- 

dock, &c. 
The 27th. Reſolved, That his Majeſty be addreſſed for 


Copies 


| (s) 
Z Copies of all Papers relating to the opening of a Trade Anno 14, Ce- 
'*Z thro! Ruſſia to Perſia, &c. II. 17 40. 
Received the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on the 4 
Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 40,000 Men be employed for . 
Sea Service for 1741. And that 41. per Man per Month 
be allowed for maintaining them, including the Ordnance 
for Sea-Service. And agreed to the ſame. 
The 28th. In a grand Committee on Ways and Means, And a 45. 
XZ reſolved, That 45. in the Pound be granted to his Majeſty, n 
upon Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Penſions, Offices, 
and perſonal Eſtates in England, Wales, and the Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, for the Service of the Vear 1741. 
3H Dec. 1. Agreed to the Report of the above Reſolution ; 
and ordered in a Bill accordingly, 
1 Received ſeveral Petitions from the Agents of America, 
and South-Carolina, againſt the Corn-Bill. 
1 Read a firſt time the Land Tax Bill; after which Mr. 
Thompſon complained of a printed Paper he had received 
at the Door, which was read as follows: 


b Cionfiderations upon the Embargo on Proviſion of Victual. 

4 It is to be conſidered, whether the Intereſt of Con- 
® tractors for Proviſions for the Public, was not the Motive 
XZ which firſt ſtarted the Notion of an Embargo upon Victual, 
and whether the ſame Intereſt be not now a grand, tho' ſe- 
cret Motive of its Continuance *. Theſe Contractors, being 
very ſenſible, that the Demand Abroad, for Iriſh and En- 
gliſh Beef, mult greatly enhance the Price, and that there 
was no way for them to keep it down, but by endeavouring 
to confine theſe Commodities to their own Market, had Ad- 
dreſs to effect their End in Part, by obtaining the Embargo 
in Ireland, which they have good Reaſon to labour to have 
continued there, and farther extended: For thus they will 
become abſolute Maſters over a great Part of the Land- 


holders 


* The Houſe may have a very curious and ſurpriſing Know- 
ledge of this Tranſaction, by ordering the proper Officers to lay 
before them the Contracts made in the Years 1739 and 1740 
by the Vidtualling Office, together with the Papers and Appli- 
cations which relate to this Affair, as far as it concerns the 
X 1ri Proviſions, delivered or made to the ſaid Commiſſioners 
= for Vidtualling. the Lords of the Admiralty, and fome other 
X Offices. Which, if fairly obtained, will enable the Houſe to 
= judge, whether a Care and Tenderneſs to two Contractors bave 
vol plainly been the file and true Cauſe (whatever popular 
Pretences are thrown out) of all the ſevere Meaſures, with 
reſpect to Trade, already ruinouſſy executed upon Ireland, and 
note projected for the whole Nation. 
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Ang 14, Geo holders in England, as they have been for ſome time over 


17 49: 


— | « 
. 
Fd 


above half the Landholders of Ireland, who are obliged 
to ſell at the Price they pleaſe to give; the exported Pro- 
duce of that Country, in the Catile-Trade, being near 
boo, cool. per Annum, exclufive of any Commodity derived 
from Sheep, and the whole Value of the Export of that 
Kingdom, not exceeding 1,000,000]. which are Facts ex- 
tremely certain, and taken from the Books of the Cuſtoms 
there upon a parliamentary Inſpection. 

It is to be conſidered, whether any great Men were in- 
duced to favour this Scheme from any. private Advantages 
which they were to receive from the Contractors, in Con- 
ſide ration of it; and it ought to be underiiood, that this is 
the faireſl Opportunity for the greateſt Mloney- Jobb, that 
may eper offer again to any Man in Power. 

It ought to be farther conſidered, when the Bill offered ta 
Parliament for regulating this Affair ſhall be examined, 
whether the Hopes of extraordinary and partial Powers to 
be granted to the Crown by it, might not be a principal 
Reaſon for inſinuating the Neceſſity of this Meaſure, eſpe- 
cially at this oe, when a new Parliament is to be 
ſhortly called. 

It ſhould be obſerved, what Induſtry was uſed in the pub- 
lic Papers, to prepare and prejudice the Minds of the People 
in favour of an Embargo, particularly with reſpect to the 
Iriſh Beef: And whether this does not ſeem to have pro- 
ceeded rather from the Spirit of private Intereſt, than a Zeal 


tor the public Good, elpecially as the latter End was ill : ; 


anſwered, by alarming our Enemies with the Apprehenſion 
of an approaching Prohibition, and could tend only to 
haſten them in making their Proviſion before they were 
prevented. . | 

It is to be conſidered, what can be the Reaſons or Views 
of a certain Gentleman in preſſing to do that by Act of 
Parliament, which by the known Conſtitution of the King- 
dom may be done, and has been done by an allowed Prero- 

tive. 

It is to be conſidered, why Ireland is to be mentioned by 
ne Bill, fince the Prerogative has already had in that Coun- 
try a full Efſect without a Bill; and whether the doing this 
by an Engliſh Law, being unneceſſary, will not create Dil- 


contents there, which had better be avoided, eſpecially at 


this ConjuhQure, 

It is to be conſidered, why Ireland, which has the ſame 
Magna Charta and Common Law with England, ſhould be 
tnbjected to an Embargo by Prerogative, if that Embarga 

Was 


CF 3 


was illegal; and if it was not illegal, why England was not Atins 14; Ge8. 


ſubjected to it at the ſame time. 


” was laid upon the whole Trade, to the immenſe Damage of 
that Country, notwithſtanding the Relaxation of it in ſome 
Inſtances: And whether the doing it in that way, did not 
Þ evidently tend to create ſervile Applications, great Loſs of 


7 
a 


2 Time and Opportunities, great Dependence upon Men in 


Power, and poſſibly great Corruption. And whether it is 
not an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe the Prerogative ſufficient to 
® exerciſe a general Embargo upon the whole Trade, and 
* inſufficient to do it upon a few Branches only. 


It is to be conſidered, that the Embargo in! reland was laid 


at a Conjuncture above all others fatal; the Rents of that 
Country being chiefly made during the Slaughter-Seaſon, 
Which is in the Months of October, November, and De- 
cember. | | 
It!, is to be conſidered, why the Embargo was laid after the 
French and Spaniſh Fleets were ſailed ; and if neceſſary at 
all, why not before? | | | 
It is to be conſidered, whether it can be ſuppoſed that the 
provident Adminiſtration of France and Spain would have 
hazarded the Succeſs of ſo great a Deſign, and the Loſs of 


4 ſo great an Armament, to an Event which they knew to be 
"3 fo much in our Power, as the Embargo on Iriſh Beef. 


Whether therefore it could be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that this 
# Meaſure, which has been talked up as ſo important, could 
have taken any ſtrong Effect. 

It is to be conſidered, whether any Man can with any 
4 Appearance of Reaſon ſuggeſt, that this Embargo could 
have had any better Effect, than to occaſion ſome Diſtreſs 
among the French and Spaniſh Forces, to oblige them to be 
=S contented with a more ſpare and leſs agreeable Diet, or to be 
at ſome greater Expence to procure Proviſion; and whether 
any Man can be ſo ſanguine to believe, that we ſhall render 
them unſit for Action and Service by this means, | 
It is to be conſidered, whether if they are ſtill fit for Ac. 
tion and Service, the Degree of Diſtreſs we ſhall create to 
them will be of any Advantage to jultiſy ſo extraordinary a 
3 Meaſure ; and whether, when it is rightly underſtood by the 
Public, they can thinks it ſufficient to balance the extravagant 
Loſs it will occaſion to Ireland and to our own Colonies, 
It is to be conſidered what this Lols will be, whether it 
will not occaſion a total Stagnation of Trade in ſome of our 
Colonies: Whether Proviſions exported from Ireland are 
: Inot annually worth 600,0001. and whether it be poſſible 
chat any Remedy can be applied to the Diſtreſs of that 


Nation, 


II. 1740 


It is to be conſidered, Why that Embargo upon relane N 


Commodity Whatever. 


. | 
Anno 14, Geo Nation, occaſioned by this Embargo, when half the Beef \ 4 
II. 17 40. 


they export is of ſo bad a kind, that no People can conſume ; 
it but the French; and conſequently that if England were 
ever ſo willing to relieve Ireland, ſhe cannot buy that Pro- 
duct. 

It is to be conſidered, how unequally this Blow muſt fall, 
and that this Loſs will lie in a manner wholly upon one 
fourth Part of Ireland, above three Fourths of the exported 
Beef, &c. ariſing from the Province of Munſter only. 

It is to be conſidered, what a deplorable Ruin muſt at- 
tend the fourth Part of any Country, by a certain annual 
Lois of at leaſt 300,000]. when the Rents of that whole 
Country amount to but 1,700,000]. | : 

It is to be conſidered, whoſe Loſs this in the End will be: 
and whether it will not be the Loſs of England: Since it is 
demonſtrable that England gets all the Balance of the Trade 
of Ireland, as appears from hence, that the current Species 
of Ireland is certainly not augmented for twenty Years. XZ 
paſt, tho' the Balance of Trade is known to be more than 
400,000]. per Annum in her favour. 4 

It is to be conſidered, whether the Growth of Wool, and 
the Woollen-Manufactures of Ireland, if they are ſo preju- 7 
dicial to the Woollen-Trade of England, as ſome would 

pulacly ſuggeſt, will not be enlarged to the Prejudice of 
England, by driving the Iriſh out of a Trade, which now 
employs ſo greata Portion of their Land. 4 

It is to be conſidered, what was the Practice of this 
Nation in all our former Wars, and upon what Motives it 
was, that in the Reign of King Charles II. in 1667, when 
England was at War with Holland, France and Denmark, 
at a Period when the Prejudices againſt Ireland firſt had 
Riſe, and were moſt violent; it was reſolved by the Coun- 
cil of England, that the Iriſh ſhould export their Beef and 
Proviſions to the Enemy, in Purſuance of which Reſolution 
a Proclamation from the Lord Lieutenant of that Kingdom 
was then iſſued to that Purpoſe. 

It is to be conſidered likewiſe, upon what Motives, in the 
Wars of King William and Queen Anne with France, the 
ſame Indulgence was ſhewn to Ireland, and their Exporta- 
tion privately encouraged by the Government of England, 
notwithſtanding any general Embargoes laid by Act of Par- 
liament. | 

It is to be conſidered, whether the Dutch, the wiſeſt Na- 
tion in the World with reſpect to Commerce, ever thought 
it adviſeable to refuſe to fupply their Enemies with any 


Tt 


5 
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(9) 
Tt is to be conſidered, now the Scarcity of Graſs and Hay Anno 14, Ceo. 
is ſo exceſſive, what can be done with our Cattle if they are II. 1740. 
not exported; and whether it be better that they ſhould CYF'WNg 
periſh lH Home, than be ſold to our Enemies. | 
It is to be confidered, whether Money be not the Sinew of 
War; and whether to deny ourſelves the Profit of a very 
advantageous Trade be a natural way to prove ſucceſsful 
againſt our Enemies. 
It is to be conſidered, whether one of the Calamities of 
War is not the Interruption of our Commerce. 
Whether to render this greater than it muſt neceſſarily 
be, can deſerve the Encomiums which a certain Perſon and 
his Adherents beſtow upon this Meaſure, 
Whether one of the molt valuable Circumſtances of Ad- 
miral Vernon's glorious Demolition of Porto-Bello had not 
been thought, by all knowing Men, to be the Opening of 
that Coaſt to our Merchants, and the Means thereby given 
to ſupply the Spaniſh- America with Commodities of this 
Country. | 
Whether there is any Maxim fo ſolid, and fo incapable of 
being contraverted with reſpect to Trade, as that it ought 
never to be reſtrained. | 
Whether the eternal Conſequence of Reſtriction in Com- 
merce has not been the Diverſion of it into a new Channel. 
Whether the Rettraint upon the Exportation of Iron, 
laid by Sweden ſome Years ago, has been ever recovered by 
Sweden, and whether Spain was not an immenſe Gainer by 
it, 
Whether the Reſtraint upon the Iriſh-Trade in Cattle, 
impoſed by England, did not throw the Beef Trade into 
Ireland, and give it to that very Country, which was impru- 
dently deſigned to be excluded from it. 

Whether the Prohibition of the Iriſh to carry on the 
Woollen Manufacture, did not throw the Woollen Trade as 
well out of their Hands as ours, and eſtabliſn the iame in 
all Parts of Europe. 

Whether any Folly be more exploded, if fatal and gene- 
ral Experience can explode a Folly, than the Suppoſition, 
that any Nation can exclude the reit of the World from any 
Branch of Commerce. 

Whether it can be ſuppoſed that Providence has been ſo 
ſevere upon any Country, as to put it in the Power of another 
to ſtarve her Inhabitants. | 

It is to be conſidered, whether it is poſſible to conceive, 
that any Nation abounding in Wealth, can fail to be ſupplied 
with Neceſſaries for Money. N 

a C It 


0 | ( 10 ) 


It is to be confidered, whether Denmark, Jatland, Hol- 
ſtein, and other Places in the Baltic, which now export 


VV VIV _u Quantities of Live Cattle, may not ſalt their Beef, and 


upply France and Spain with it; and whether they will not 
keep that Trade when they have once experienced the Ad- 
vantage of it. | | 
It is to be conſidered, whether Hungary, Flanders, and 
France itſelf, may not upon Encouragement ſupply a Part. 
It is to be conſidered, whether the Foreſts of France and 
Germany may not ſupply great Quantities of Pork; and 
whether that Proviſion will not anſwer the End of Beef. 
It is to be conſidered, whether Holl ind may not ſupply 
vaſt Quantities, particularly of Pork, from Germany, by 


means of the navigable Rivers which flow from thence 
thro' that Country. | 


It is to be conſidered, what Effect the Lucre of this 
Branch of Trade may have upon the Councils of thoſe 
Nations which may gain it from us: And whether France 
may not acquire a dangerous Influence over ſome of our beſt 
Allies by that Event. „ 

It is to be conſidered, nay, it is to be known, that there 
is a Method of ſalting and curing Cattle in the very hotteſt 
Latitudes, and under the Line itſelf, tho* the Secret is as 
yet in few Hands; and whether Neceſſity and Money will 
not open that Secret to France and Spain. | 

It is to be confidered, whether in all ſuch Caſes, many 
Places for Supply and Means of it may not be found, which 
no preſent Foreſight can ſuggeſt. | 

Whether a very hard Seaſon, and a Dearth of Grain 
Abroad, is not by all thinking Men apprebended as a fatal 
Incident to England, tho? ſhe is not herſelf a preſent Sufferer 
by it, and may be an immediate Gainer by the Exportation 
of greater Quantities of Corn; fince the Alarm it gives to 
foreign Nations, tends to put them upon Meaſures for en- 
larging their Tillage, and finding Means to ſupply them- 
feives at Home with Grain, which France has lately done, 
by founding a Company, and giving great Advantages and 
Premiums tor raiſing Rice in that Country. 

Whether therefore it may be thought adviſeable to urge 
this Dittreſs in any kind; and whether it is not adding an 
Incentive to their Endeavours in this way, | 

Whether from this juſt Conſideration, all Embargoes, or 
other Difficulties upon Exportation, are not in the nature of 
the Fhing injurious and abſurd. | 

Whether it is beneath a Man of Senſe, upon better Conſi- 
&cration, to reject Opinions, however warmly he may have 

eſpouſed 
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efpoufed them, before the State of the Queſtion had been Anno 14, Geo. 


thoroughly canvaſſed. 


Whether, therefore, there may not be great Hope, that 


the Act relating to the Embargo will never paſs. 

And if it ſhould paſs, 1. That it may relate to Corn only; 
a Reſtraint upon which ſeems to be juſtified for the preſent, 
by no other Reaſon but the great Want of it at Home, which 


Z our late ill Seaſons threaten, 


'2. That it ſhould not extend either to Ireland, or the 
Plantations, who will be infallibly diſtreſſed beyond Exam- 
ple, and almoſt to utter Ruin by it. 

3. That if it mult paſs, it ſhould be general as to every. 
diſtinct Species, to avoid Partiality, and Increaſe of Miniſte- 
rial Power. BY 

4. That it ſhould be in the Power of the Crown to relieve 
it in any one Branch of Exportation, provided the Relief 
or the Reſtraint be general as to the particular Branch; 
becauſe it may be neceſſary to prevent the Exportation of 
Corn, and at the ſame time fatal to hinder that of other 
Proviſions. 

6. That Care he taken to allow the Export of Corn to 

rand: either from the Plantations or England; without 

which Ireland, which does not grow Corn enough for her 

Home Conſumption, and is now in great Diſtreſs from the 

Loſs of Potatoes by the Froſt, may greatly ſuffer by Famine ; 

eſpecially if this Winter ſhould be attended with more ſevere 

Weather. 

Upon the whole, it is to be hoped that Men in Power, if 
they ſhould be convinced, by theſe Conſiderations, that they 
have not deſerved the Applauſe which has been raſhly given 
to this Meaſure, and that it is really deſtructive and dange- 
rous, will be generous enough to reſign their Pretenſions to 
this Glory, rather than ſacrifice the Trade and Intereſt of 
theſe Dominions, by maintaining their firſt Opinion, 

P. S. It is actually now known, that the French have con- 
trated already for an annual Supply of 6000 Tons, or 
60,000 Barrels of Beef from Jutland, at the Rate of 200 
Weight per Barrel, which is within 20,000 Barrels of 
the greateſt Quantity ever taken by them from Ireland 
in Times of Peace. So that in all Probability an irreca- 
verable Blow is already given to that Branch of Trade; 
and they have actually contracted with Holland for a far- 

ther Quantity, | 

Certain Advices are received, that the French Fleets are 
actually arrived in America; which may ſerve ſufficiently 
to evince, that ſome Perſons have boaſted too much of 
their Sagacity in impoſing the Embargo: The great, — 

| 3 | indee 


Anno 14, Ceo. 
II. 1740. 


Mr. Thomp- 
fon, Eſq; 


ries of the People, is a Crime too enormous to require or 


( 12.) 


indeed only plauſible Pretence for it, being to prevent 
their Navigation thicher at this critica! Conjuncture, 
which it was confidently affirmed it would effect. 

This was foretold at a Lime when the Prejudices, in favour 
of an Embargo, were too ſtrong to admit Credit to that 
Suggeſtion. It is to be wiſhed, that the farther Prophecy 
contained in this Paper ray not likewiſe be moſt fatally 
accompliſhed, 


Mr. Thompſon. 


SIR, 

The Crime of exaſperating the People againſt their 
Governors, of raiſing Diſcontent, and exciting Murmurs in 
a Time of general Danger, and of attempting to repreſent 
wiſe and falutary Meaſures, Which have received the Ap- 
probation of the whole Legiſlature, as mean Artifices, con- 
trived only to raiſe the Fortunes of ſome Favourites of the 
Minifter, and aggrandize the Officers of State by the Miſe- 


admit any Aggravation from Rhetoric, and too dangerous to 
hope for any Excuſe from Candour and-Lenity. 

To read or hear this Paper is ſufficient for a full Con- 
viction of its pernicious Tendency, and of the Malice of its 
Author; a Charge not fixed upon particular Expreſſions 
capable of a ddubiful Meaning, and which Heat and Inad- 
vertency might caſually have produced, but ſupported by the 
general Defign of the whole Paper, and the continued Te- 
nor of the Argument, which is evidently intended to ſhew | 
that an Act of Government, which cannot but appear neceſ- 
ſary and ſeaſonable in the preſent State of our Affairs, an 
Act ratified by the Concurrence of all the Powers of the 
Legiſlature, is nothing but a Scheme of Avarice to grow 
rich by Oppreſſion. | 

Nor is this ſcandalous Libel written with more Confi- 
dence and Inſolence than it is diſperſed. Not content, Sir, 
with villifying the Proceedings of the State, the Author has 
induſiriouſly publiſhed his Calumny at our Door; the Time 
has been when Defamation ſculked in Secret, and Calumnies 
againit the Government were diſperſed by Whiſpers or 
private Communication ; but this Writer adds Inſults to his 
Injuries, and at once reproaches and deſies us. 

I beg leave to move therefore, that the Houſe do cen- 
ſure this Paper as «© a malicious and ſcandalous Libel, highly 
and injuriouſly reflecting upon a juſt and wiſe Act of his 
Majeſty's Government, and alſo upon the Proceedings of 
both Houſes of Parliament; and tending to create Jealouſies 
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in the Minds of the People. I alſo move, that the Author A 


' 


may be ordered to attend, to be examined at our Bar.“ 


[This was unanimouſly agreed to by the Houfe. The 
Door-keeper was called in, and being ſhewn the Paper, was 
aſked from whom he received it? Who anſwered, that he 
believed the Perſon, who delivered it to him, was then de- 
tained in one of the Committee Rooms; upon which he was 
ordered to look for, and fetch him to the Bar. Mr. Sandys 
taking notice, that the Pecſon was already in Cuſtody, ſaid, 
that he ſhould be glad to know by what Authority. It was 


not reaſonable to puniſh firit, and judge afterwards. 


Upon which Sir William Yonge replied, « That he had 
cauſed him to be detained, in order to know the Pleaſure of 
the Houſe ; and that he thought it his Duty to ſecure ſo 
enormous an Offender from eſcaping.” 

Soon after the Door-keeper brought the Man in, when he 
declared, upon Examination, his Name, and his Profeſſion, 
which was that of a Scrivener, and owned, with great Open- 
neſs, that he was the Author of the Paper. He was then 
aſked, who was the Printer, and anſwered, that he printed 
it himſelf, Which he explained afterwards, by ſaying, that 
as he had carried it to the Printer's, he might be ſaid, in the 
general Acception of the Term, as applied to an Author, 
to be the Printer ; he then diſcovered the Printer, and was 
aſked, where was the original Manuſcript, which he ſaid he 
had deſtroyed, as hedid any other uſeleſs Paper. 

It having been obſerved by ſome of the Members, that 
it was printed in one of the Daily Papers, he was aſked, 
who carried it thither? And anſwered, that he carried it 
himſelf, It was then demanded, what he gave for having 
it inſerted, and he anſwered, that he gave nothing. 

After many Queſtions, Mr. H. Archer defired that he 
might be aſked, Whether on the Friday before he was not 
in the Gallery? At which ſome of the Members expreſſed 
their Diſapprobation, and the Man being ordered to with- 
draw, the following Debate enſued upon the Propriety of 
the Queſtion. ] 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
SIR, 


* Thoſe who are entruſted by their Country with the tow. ure 
95 


Authority of making Laws, ought undoubtedly to obſerve 
them with the utmoſt Circumſpection, leſt they ſhould defeat 
their own Endeavours, and invalidate by their Example 
their own Decrees, 


There 


14, Geo 
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Mr. Campbell. 


Mr. Win- 
ginßtpn. 


( 14) 

* There is no Part, Sir, of our Civil Conſtitution more 
ſacred, none that has been more revered by thoſe that have 
trampled upon other Forms of Juſtice, and wantoned in 
Oppreſſion without Reſtraint, than that Privilege by which 
every Briton is exempted from the Neceſſity of accuſing 
himſelf, and by which he is entitled to refuſe an Anſwer to 
any Queſtion which may be aſked, with a View to draw 
from him a Confeſſion-of an Offence, which cannot be 
proved. | 
Whether this great Privilege, Sir, is not violated ; whe- 
ther the unalienable Right of a free Subject is not infringed, 
by the Queſtion put to the Perſon at our Bar, the Houſe 
muſt decide. The Punifhment to which Intruders are ſub- 
ject by the Orders of this Houſe, proves that his Preſence 
in the Houſe is conſidered as a Crime, of which, as we have 
no Proof of it, a Confeſſion ought not to be extorted by an 
artful and inſidious Queſtion, of which he may not diſcover 
the Intention, or the Conſequence. Such Treatment, Sir, is 
rather to be expected by Saves in the Inquiſition of Spain, 
than a Briton at the Bar of this Houſe; a Houle inſtituted 
to preſerve Liberty, and to reſtrain Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. 


Mr. Campbell. 


8 IR, | 

I cannat but concur with the Opinion of the Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, that in requiring an Anſwer to this Queſtion 
we ſhall expoſe a Man to a Puniſhment againſt whom we 
haye no Evidence but what is extorted from himſelf ; and 
canſequently no Knowledge of nis Crime upon which we can 
roceed to inflit Cenſures or Penalties, without the mani- 

teſt Infraction of our Conſtitution. | | 
© Tt cannot be imagined, Sir, that he intends to confeſs him- 
ielf guilty of a Crime of which no Proof has been brought, 


or that he will voluntarily ſubject himſelf to Puniſhments. 


It muſt therefore follow, that he is intrapped in his Exami- 
nation by an Artifice, which, I hope, will never find any 
Countenance in this Houſe.” | | 


Mr. Winnington. 


81, 

It is not impoſſible that the Honourable Gentlemen 
having nat lately look'd into the Orders of the Houſe, may 
miſtake the Tendency of the Queſtion, I therefore move, 
that the Order may be read.” 


De Order being read by the Clerk, he proceeded. ] 
| 2 7K 
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4 Tt is evident, Sir, that by the Order now read, the Ser - Anno 14, Ges. 
jeant at Arms, attending on this Houſe, may take into Cuſ— II 17 a>. 
tody all Strangers that ſhall be found in the Houſe or Galle- 
ry while weare afſembled ; and that this Order is not always 

| put in Practice, muſt be attributed to the Lenity of the Houfe. 

But that this Order extends to paſt Offences, and ſubjects any 
Man to Impriſonment for having been preſent in ſome former 
Pay, cannot be conceived, For how fir may ſuch a Retro- 
ſpe& be extended? Or at what Time, after having intruded 
into the Houle, can any Man preſume to confider himſelf as 
exempt from the Danger of Imprifonment? © 

Our Order, Sir, only decrees preſent Puniſhment for 
preſent Offences, and therefore, the Queſtion aſked by the 
Honourable Gentleman may be inſiſted on without Scruple, 
and anſwered without Hazard. Let then the Hanourable 

Gentlemen reſerve their laudable Zeal for our Conſtitution 

| till it ſhall be invaded by more important Occaſions.” 

Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 

4 8 rx, | | | | 
What Victory the Honourable Gentleman imagines Sam. Sandy 
himſelf to have gained, or whence proceeds all his Wanton- Eg; 
neſs of Exultation, I am not able to diſcover. The Queſtion 
only relates to the Interpretation of one of our own Orders, 
and is therefore not of the higheſt Importance; nor can his 

Succeſs in ſo trivial a Debate entitle him to great Applauſe 
from others, or produce in a Perſon of his Abilities, any 
uncommon Satisfaction to himlelt. | : 

But whatever may be the Pleaſure of the Victory, it muſt . 
at leaſt be gained before it can be celebrated; and it is by no | 
Means evident that he has yet any Reaſon to aſſure himſelf 
of Conqueſt, | : | | 

* His Interpretation, Sir, of the Order, which he has ſo 
confidently laid before the Houſe, ſeems to me to have no 
Foundation in Reaſon or Juſtice ; for if it be an Offence 
againſt the Houle to be preſent at our Conſultations, and that 
Offence be juſtly puniſhable, why ſhould any Man be exempt 
fro: a juſt Cenſure by an accidental Eſcape ? Or what makes 
the Diffecence between this Crime and any other, that this 
alone muſt be immediately puniſhed, or immediately oblite- 
rated; and chat a lucky Flight is equivalent to Innocence? 

It is ſurely, Sir, more rational to believe, that the Houſe 
may puniſh any Breach of its Orders at a diſtant Time; that 
if our Cenſure is once eluded, it may be afterwards enforced ; 
and, therefore, that the Queſtion put to the Perſon' at the 


Bar ought not to be aſked, becaule it cannot ſafely be an- 
fwered,” 


William 
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8 William Pulteney, Eſq; 

ANN Sis, | 1 

Will. Pulte- « 1 cannot but conceive that our Order may extend its 
ney, Eſq; ufluence beyond the preſent Moment, and that Intruſions 


may be puniſhed by the Houſe on another Day than that on 
which they were committed. | ah roy 
I am ſo far, Sir, from being of Opinion, that to make 
the Execution of this Order valid, the Houſe muſt fit without 
Interruption from the Time of the Offence to that of the 
Puniſhment , that if the Gentlemen in the Gallery were to 
be taken into Cuſtody, I ſhould adviſe'the Serjeant to wait till 
the Houfe ſhould break up, and ſeize them as they ſhovld 
come out.“ _ 

Sr. William Yonge. 

S1R, — 

If any ſuch Puniſhment were now intended, I ſhould ad- 
viſe the Gentlemen in the Gallery to retire, indeed, but not 
to hide themſelves like Felons, or Men proſcribed by Pro- 
clamation ; for as the Power of ſeizirg any Man in the 
Houte is ſufficient to ſecure us from Intruſion, there. is no 
[Reaſon to extend it farther ; and Penalties are not without 
Reaſon to be inflicted, neither has the Houſe ever coveted 
the Power of Opprefling ; and what elſe is unneceſſary Pu- 
niſhment ? 

If, therefore, an Intruder is not ſeized in the Act of In- 
truſion, he cannot legally be impriſoned for it. And any of 
the Strangers Who now hear this Debate, may retire to a 
very ſmall! Diftance from the Houſe, and fet the Serjeant of 
Arms at Defiance.” 4 


Sir Robert Walpole. 

S in, 5 | 

Whether the Queſtion be proper or not, it ſeems very 

- unneceſſary to debate; becauſe, however it be anſwered, it 
cannot be of great Importance; the Man has already 
confeſſed himſelf the Author of the Libel, and may, there- 
fore, be puniſhed without farther Examination. 

„That he is the real Author, Sir, I am not indeed con- 
vinced by his Aﬀertion, with whatever Confidence it was 
made; for ſo far as his Appearance enables me to judge of 
his Education and Sphere of Life, it is not probable that he 
ſhould be much verfed in political Enquiries, or that he 
ſhould engage in the Diſcuſhon of Queſtions like this. 

There appears, Sir, in the Paper before us, a more 
extenſive Knowledge of Facts, a more accurate Attention to 

| Commerce, 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


= Commerce, more artful Reaſoning, and a more elevated Stile, Anno 14, Geo: 


(17) 


than it is reaſonable to expect from this Man, whom, with- 
"X out pretending to circumſcribe the Limits of his Capacity, 
or the Compaſs of his Knowledge, I am, for my Part, in- 


I clin'd to look upon as an Agent to ſome other Perſon of 


higher Station, and greater Accompliſhments, 


It is not uncommon, Sir, for Gentlemen to exerciſe their 
Abilities and employ their Pens upon political Queſtions, and 


when they have produced any Thing, which their Complai- 


ſance for themſelves equally hinders them from owning and 
ſuppreſſing, they are knowa to procure ſome Perſon of inferior 


. z Rank to take upon him in public the Character of the Au- 


thor,.and to ſtand the Danger of the Proſecution, contenting 
themſelves with the Applauſe and Admiration of their choſen 
Friends, whom they truſt with the important Secret, and 
with whom they fit and laugh at the Conjectures of the Public 
and the Ignorance of the Miniſtry. | 

This, Sir, is a frequent Practice, not only with thoſe 
who have no other Employment, but as I have ſufficier.c 
Reaſons to believe, among ſome Gentlemen, who have Seats 
in this Houſe, Gentlemen whoſe Abilities and Knowledge 
qualify them to ſerve the Public in CharaQers much ſupe- 
rior to that of Lampooners of the Government.“ ; 


William Pulteney, Eſq; 
Sun, 


IL 1745. 


Whether the Man who confeſſed himſelf the Author Mr. Pulteney, 


of the Paper has accus'd himſelf of what he did not commit, 
or has ingenuouſly and openly diſcovered the Truth, it is be- 
yond my Penetration abſolutely to decide: the Frankneſs 
and Unconcern with which he made the Declaration, give it 
at leaſt the Appearance of Truth, nor do I diſcover any Reaſon 
for doubting his Sincerity. Is there any Improbability in 


the Nature of the Fact that ſhould incline as to ſuſpeQ his 


Veracity ? Is there any apparent Advantage to be gained 
by aſſuming a falſe Character? Neither of thoſe Circum- 
ſtances can be produced againſt him; and an Aﬀertion is to be 
admitted for its own Sake, when there is nothing to invali- 
date it. 

But the bonourable Gentleman, Sir, appears to have a 
very particular Reaſon for his Doubts z a Reaſon which will, 


1 hope, have no Weight with any but himſelf. By denying . 


the Paper to this Man, he gives room for Conjecture ard 
Suſpicion to range far and wide, and wanton with whatever 
Characters he ſhal} think proper Subjects for his Amuſement, 
An Author is now to be ſought, avd many diverting Argu- 
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Anno 14, Geo ments may be brought by the dulleſt Enquirer for fixing it 

IL. 1745. upon one Man, or denying it to another. 

The honourable Gentleman, Sir, has given us a bold 
Specimen of this Kind of Wit, by infinuating that it is the 
Production of ſome one of the Members of this Houſe ; a 
Conjecture of which I am not able to find the Foundation, 
and therefore imagine, that Raillery rather than Argument 
was intended. But let the honourable Gentleman recollect, 
that the chief Excellence of Raillery is Politeneſs, to which 
he has ſurely paid little Regard, in ſuppoſing that what has 
been unanimouſly condemned as a Libel, has one of thoſe 

who cenſured it for its Author, | 
If Lam particularly hinted at in this ſagacious Conjec- 
ture, I take this Opportunity of declaring that I am equally 
ignorant of the whole Affair with any other Gentleman in 
this Houſe ; that I never ſaw the Paper, till it was delivered 
to me at the Door, nor the Author till he appeared at the 
Bar. Having thus cleared myſelf from this Aſperſion, I 
declare it as my Opinion, that every Gentleman in the Houſe 
can fafely purge himſelf in the ſame Manner; for I cannot 
conceive, that any of them can have written a Libel like 
this. There are, indeed, ſome Paſſages which would not 
diſgrace the greateſt Abilities, and ſome Maxims true in 
themſelves, though perhaps fallaciouſly applied, and at leaſt 
ſuch an Appearance of Reaſoning and Knowledge, as ſets the 
Writer far above the Level of the contemptible Scriblers of 
Minitterial Vindications: A Herd of Wretches, whom nei- 
ther Information can enlighten, nor Affluence elevate; low 
Drudges of Scurrility, whoſe Scandal is harmleſs for Want 
of Wit, and whoſe Oppoſition is only troubleſome from the 

Pertinaciouſneſs of Stupidity, 

* Why ſuch immenſe Sums are diſtributed amongſt theſe 
Repriles, it is ſcarce poſſible not to enquire ; for it cannot be 
imagined that thoſe who pay them expect any Support from 
their Abilities. If their Patrons would read their Writings, 
their Salaries would quickly be withdrawn; for a few Pages | 
would convince them, that they can neither attack nor de- 
fend, neither raiſe any Man's Reputation by their Panegyric, | 
nor deſtroy it by their Deſamation.” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


SIR, 


Sir Robert I hope it is not expected, that the Heat with which one 
W.lpole. Claſs of our political Writers have been attacked by the | 
honourable Gentleman, ſhould engage me to undertake their 
Defence with the ſame Earneſtneſs. I have neither Intereſt © 
| enough in the Queſtion to awaken my Paſſions, nor Curioſity 
| | or 
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or Leiſure ſufficient for ſuch an Examination of the Writings Anno 14, Geo. 


on each Side, as is neceſſary, before the Superiority of any 
Author above his Brethren can be juſtly aſſerted. 

It is no Part, Sir, of my Employment or Amuſement, 
to compare their Arguments, or to balance their Abilities ; 
nor do I often read the Papers of either Party, except when 
Jam informed by ſome that have more Inclination to ſuch 
Studies than myſelf, that they have riſen by ſome Accident 
above their common Level. x 

« Yet, that I may not appear entirely to deſert the Que. 
tion, 1 cannot forbear to ſay, that I have never from theſe 
accidental Inſpections of their Performances, diſcavered any 
Reaſon to exalt the Authors who write againſt the Admini- 
ſtration, to a higher Degree of Reputation than their Oppo- 
nents. That any of them deſerve loud Applauſes, I cannot 
aſſert, and am afraid that all, which deſerves to be preſery'd 
of the Writings on either Side, may be contracted to a very 
few Volumes. s 

The Writers for the Oppoſition appear to me to be no- 
thing more than the Echoes of their Predeceſſors, or what 
is ſtill more deſpicable, of themſelves, and to have produced 
nothing in the laſt ſeven Years, which had not been ſaid ſeven 
Years before, | 

I may, perhaps, be thought by ſome Gentleman of each 
Claſs, to ſpeak contemptuouſly of their Advocates, nor ſhall 
I think my own Opinion leſs juſt for ſuch a Cenſure ; for the 
Reputation of controverſial Writers ariſes, generally, from 
the Prepoſſeſſion of their Readers in favour of the Opinions 
which they endeavour to defend. Men eaſily admit the 
Force of an Argument which tends to ſupport Notions, that 
it is their Intereſt to diffuſe, and readily find Wit and Spirit 
ina Satire pointed at CharaQers which they defire to depreſs. 
But to the oppoſite Party, and even to themſelves, when their 
Paſſions have ſubſided, and their Intereſt is diſunited from the 
Queltian, thoſe Arguments appear only loud Aſſertions, or 
empty Sophiſtry; and that Wit, which was clamourouſly 
praiſed, ditcovers itſelf to be only Impudence or low Conceits z 
the Spirit evaporates, and the Malignity only remains, 

* If we conſider, Sir, what Oppoſition of Character is 
neceſſary to conſtitute a political Writer, it will not be won- 
dered, that ſo few excel in that Undertaking. He that 
will write well in Politics, muſt at the ſame Time have a 
complete Knowledge of the Queſtion, and Time to digeſt his 
Thoughts into Method, and poliſh his Stile into Elegance; 
which is little leſs than to ſay, He mult be at once a Man of 
Buſineſs, and a Man of Leiſure; for political Tranſactions 
are not eaſily underſtood, but by thoſe who are engaged in 
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Anno 14, co them, and the Art of Writing is not attainable without long 


IL 17 40. 


Mr. Howe. 


Practice, and ſedentary Application. 

Thus it happens that political Writings are generally 
defective. For they are drawn up by Men unacquainted 
with public Buſineſs, and who can therefore only amuſe 
their Readers with fallacious Recitals, ſpecious Sophiſtries, 
or an agreeable Stile; or they are the haſty Productions of 
buſy Negotiators, who, tho' they cannot but excel the other 
Claſs of Writers in that which is of moſt Importance, the 
Knowledge of their Subject are yet rarely at leiſure to dif. 
play that Knowledge to Advantage, or add Grace to Soli- 
dity. 
1 Writers of the latter ſort appear but ſeldom, and moſt 
of our political Papers are the Amuſements of Leiſure, or 
the Expedients of Want. | 

Whether the Paper, now before us, is the Produce of 
Eaſe. or of Neceſſity, I ſhall not determine; I have already 
offered my Opinion, that the Man who claims it, is not the 
Author, nor do I diſcover any Reaſon for changing my Sen- 
timent: The Queſtion is a Queſtion merely of Conjecture, 
fince neither I, nor the Houourable Gentleman attempt to 
offer any demonſtrative Proofs of our Opinion. If he has 
any to produce in favour of his own Notions, let him lay 
them bciore you, hut et him aiways forbear to impute to 
me Aſſertions which 1 vever uttered, and beware of repre- 
ſenting me as declaring that I believe this Paper the Com- 
poſition of ſome Members of this Houſc. 


[1t was then debated, whether this Offence ſhould be puniſhed 

Ey the Authority of the Houſe, or referred to the Cognizance 
of fome of the Courts of Me, minfler Hall, on which Occa- 
fron Mr. Howe ſpoke as follows.] 


8.43, 


It is the Duty of every Part of the Legiſlature, not 
only to preſerve the whole Syſtem of our Government 
unaltered and unimpaired, but to attend particularly to the 
Support of their own Privileges, Privileges not conferred 
upon them by our Anceſtors, but for wiſe Purpoſes. 

It is the Privilege of this Houle that we, and we only, 
are the Judges of our own Rights, and we only, therefore, 
can aſſign the proper Puniſhment when they ſhall be pre- 
ſumptuouſly invaded. 

If we remit this Offender, who has attempted to de- 
baſe the Houſe in the Opinion of the Nation, to any inef- 
rior Court, we allow that Court to determine by the Pu- 
piſhment that ſhall be inflifted, the Importance. of this 
| | Aſſembly, 


— 
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Aſſembly, and the Value of the collective Character of this Anno 14, Geo. 
Houle. II. 1740. 
It therefore concerns us, in regard to our own Dig- WW NY 
nity, and to the Privileges of our Succeſſors, that we retain 
the Cognizance of this Crime in our own Hands, in which 


it is placed by perpetual Preſcription and the nature of our 
Conſtitution,” | 


Ordered, That William Cooley having confeſſed kimſelf 
to be Author and Publiſher of a malicious and ſcandalous 
Libel, intitled, Confiderations upon the Embargo on Proviſion 
of Vidtual, be tor his ſaid Offence committed to Newgate, 


Sir William Yonge. 
S1R, 


I am pleaſed with finding that the Malice and Inde- 
cency of this Libel, has raiſed in the Houſe a juſt Reſent. 
ment, and that the Wretch, who with a Confidence ſo ſteady, 
and ſuch Appearance of Satisfaction in his Countenance,v 
confeſſes, or rather proclaims himſelf the Author, is treated 
as he deſerves. But let us not forget that the ſame Degree 
of Guilt always requires the ſame Puniſhment, and, that 
when the Author of Scandal is in Priſon, the Printer and 
Propagator of it ought not to be at Liberty. 

The Printer of the Daily News is ſurely the proper 
Object of your Indignation, who-inſerted this Libel in his 
Paper, without the Fondneſs of an Author, and without the 
Temptation of a Bribe; a Bribe, by the Help of which it 
1s uſual to circulate Scurrility To this Man the Expence 
or Labour of aſperſing the Government was recompenſed 
by the Pleaſure, and he could not prevail on himſelf to omit 
any Opportunity of incenſing the People, and expoſing at 
once the whole Legiſlature to Cenſure and Contempt, 

* Thoſe, therefore, that have concurred in the Impriſon- 
ment of the Author, will doubtleſs join with me in requir- 
ing the Attendance of his officious Accomplice, and I cannot 
forbear expreſſing my Hopes, that he will not meet with 
kinder Treatment. | 

It is far from being the firſt Offence of his licentious 
Preſs ; and the Lenity of the Government, by which he 
has been ſo long ſpared, has had no other Effect upon him, 
than to add Confidence to his Malice, and incite him to 
advance from one Degree of Impudence to another. | 
© He has for ſeveral Weeks perſiſted in miſrepreſenting 
the Intention of the Embargo, by Letters pretended to be 

, Written by Friends of the Government, who are injured 
by it. He has vented his Inſinuations as hitherto, with 
| Impunity, 


Sir Winiam 
Yonge. 


Anno 14, Geo Impunity, ſo, 
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Sir John 
Barnard. 
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as it appears, without Fear. It is Time, 
therefore, to diſturb his Security, and reſtrain him from ad- 
ding one Calumny to another.“ | 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 

* The End of Puniſhment is to prevent a Repetition of 
the ſame Crime both in the Offender, and in thoſe who may 
have the ſame Inclinations, and when that End is accom- 
pliſhed, all farther Severities have an Appearance rather of 
Cruelty than Jaſtice, 

« By puniſhing the Author of this Libel, we have, in 
my. Opinion, ſufficiently ſecured our Dignity from any 
future Attacks, we have cruſhed the Head of the Confe- 
deracy, and prevented the ſubordinate Agents from execut- 
ing their Malice. Printers can do no Injury without Au- 
tkhors; and if no Man ſhall dare to write a Libel, it is not 
worthy our Enquiry how many may be inclined to publiſh 
it, 

© But if the Printer muſt neceſſarily be puniſhed before 
the Reſentment of the Houſe can be ſatisfied ; if it ſhall 
not be thought ſufficient to puniſh him without whoſe Aſſiſt- 
ance the other could not have offended ; let us, at leaſt, con- 
fine our Animadverſion to the preſent Fault, without trace- 
ing back his Life for paſt Miſdemeanors, and charging him 
with accumulated Wickedneſs; for if a Man's whole Liſe 
is to be the Subject of judicial Enquiries, when he ſhall 
appear at the Bar of this Houſe, the moſt Innocent will 
have Reaſon to tremble when they approach it. 

Even with regard, Sir, to the Offence of which he is 
now accuſed, ſomewhat may, perhaps, be ſaid in Extenuation 
of his Guilt, which I do not offer to gratify any perſonal 
Affection or Regard for him, to whom I am equally a 
Stranger with any other Gentleman in this Houſe, but to 
prevent a Puniſhment which may be hereafter thought diſ- 
proportioned to the Crime. 

It is, Sir, to be remembered, that he was not the origi- 
nal Printer of the Libel, which he only reprinted from a 
Paper, of which he knew that it was to be diſperſed at our 
Door, and in which he could not naturally ſuſpect any ſedi - 
tious or dangerous Aſſertions to be contained. It is, there- 
fore, probable that he fell into the Offence by Ignorance, 
or, at worſt, by [nadvertency ; and, as his Intention was 
not criminal, he may properly be ſpared.” 


Mr, 
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Mr. Winnington. 
SIR, 


I cannot but think the Honourable Gentleman betrayed zr. Winning 


by his Zeal for the Defence of this Man, into ſome Aſſer- 
tions not to be {upported by Law or Reaſon. If it be in- 
nocknt to print a Paper once printed, will it not inevitably 
follow, that the moiſt enormous Iaſults on the Crown itſelf, 
the molt ſeditious Invectives, and moſt dangerous Poſitions, 
may be diſperſed thro' the whole Empire, without any 
Danger but to the original Printer? And what Reaſon, Sir, 
can be aſſigned, why that which is criminal in one Man, 
ſhould be innocent in another ? 

Nor is this the only Poſition which had been advanced 
contrary to the Laws of our Country; for it has been aſſert- 
ed, that the general Character of an Offender is a Conſide- 
ration foreign from that of his immediate Crime; and that 
whatever any Man's paſt Life had been, he is only to be 
judged according to the Evidence for the Offence, which is 
then the Subje of Examination. 

How much this Opinion is covſiſtent with the Practice 
of our Courts, a very flight Knowledge of their Methods 
of proceeding, will readily diſcover, Is any Villain there 
convicted but by the Influence of his Character? And is 
not the chief Queſtion at a Trial the paſt Conduct of the 
Perſon at the Bar? 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 


Anno 14, Geo, 
II. 1740. 


don. 


I riſe up only to anſwer a Queſtion, which is, whether Sir John 
properly or not, put to me, and hope the Irregularity wil] Barnard, 


not be imputed to me by the Houle, but to the Occaſion , 


which produces it. 

« I 2m aſked, whether it is not the chief Queſtjon at the 
Bar of our Courts of Juſtice, What is the Character of the 
Priſoner ? And cannot but feel ſome Amazement that any 
Man ſhou'd be ſo ignorant of common Proceedings, and ſo 
much unacquainted with the Execution of our Laws, as to 
have admitted a Notion ſo chimerical. 

The Character of the Priſoner is never examined, ex- 
cept when it is pleaded by himſelf, and Witneſſes are pro- 
duced to offer Teſtimony in his Favour; that Plea, like all 
others, is then to be examined, and ſometimes confuted by 
contrary Evidence. But the CharaQter of a Criminal, tho' 
it may be urged by himſelf as a Proof of his Innocence, is 
never to be mentioned by his Proſecutor as an Aggravation 
or Proof of his Guilt. It is not required by che law, that 

the 
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Anno 14, Geo the general Character of a Criminal, but that the particular 


II 1740. Evidence of the Crime, with which he ſtands charged, ſhould 


be examined; nor is his Character ever mentioned but by 
his own Choice.” 


Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 


Sir William To prove the Malignity of the Intention with which 
Longe. this Libel was inſerted in the Daily Paper, it cannot be im- 
| proper to obſerve, that the Embargo had been, for many 
Days paſt, the favourite Topic of this Printer, and that, 
therefore, it was not by Accident that he admitted fo zea- 
lous an Advocate for his Opinions to be ſeaſonably aſſiſted 
by the Circulation of his Paper, but that he doubtleſs was 
delighted with an Opportunity of diſperſing Sedition by 

Means of greater Abilities than his own. 

« Norcan it be juſtly pleaded, Sir, in his favour, that he 
was encouraged to publiſh it by the Confidence with which 
he ſaw it diſperſed; for it was printed by him in the Morn- 

ing, and not brought hither till the Afternoon. I cannot, 
therefore, but conclude, that his Intentions were agreeable to 
his Practice, and that he deſerves to accompany the Author 
in his preſent Confinement.“ 


Mr. Campbell, 


S1R, | 
Mr. Campbell, * I hope it will not be imputed to me as a Diſregard of 
| the Government, or Neglect of the Honour of this Houſe, 
that I declare myſelf on all Occaſions like this, inclined to 
Lenity, and think it neceſſary always to proceed by regular 
Methods, and known Forms of Juſtice, not by capricious 
Determinations, and Orders variable at Pleaſure. 

I oppoſed the Impriſonment of the Man who juſt now 
appeared at the Bar of our Houſe, and am ſtill more unwil- 
ling to proceed to Severities againſt another, who is crimi- 
nal only in a ſubordinate Degree. The loudeſt Declaimers 
againſt thoſe Men cannot have itronger Deteſtation of Falſ- 
hood and Sedition than myſe]t; but however flagrant may 
be the Crimes, they may be puniſhed with unjuſtifiable Ri- 
gour, and, in my Opinion, we have already proceeded with 
Severity ſufficient to diſcourage any other Attempts of the 
ſame kind, 

« Whether it will promote the Advantage of the Public, 
and the Efficacy of our Deliberations, to deter any Man 
from the common Practice of giving us Information by de- 
livering Papers at our Door, mult be conſidered by the 


Houle, 
* Nor 


* 
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Nor is it Jeſs worthy of our moſt attentive Enquiry, Anno 14, Geo 
whether it is not more reaſorab'e to proſecute this Offender I. 1740. 
in the common Forms of Jultice, than to puniſh him by 
any Act of uncontrollable, nnaccountable Authority ? Whe- 
ther it is not more reaſonable to have him proſecuted before 
a Judge unprejudiced, and a diſintereſted ory, than to act at 
once as Party, Evidence, and Judge. I have no Deſire, Sir, 
of diminiſhing the Privileges of this Houſe; and yet, leſs 
would I contribute to eſtabliſh any Precedents of unlimited 
Power, or arbitrary Puniſhments. 


Mr. Attorney General. 8 


SIR, 

Whence ſo much Tenderneſs can ariſe for an Offender Mr. Attorney 
of this kind, I am at a Loſs to diſcover; nor am I able to General. 
conceive 2ny Argument that can be produced for exempting 
from Puniſhment the Printer of a Paper, which has been 
already determined by the Vote of the Houle, to be a ican- 
dalous Libel, tending to promote Sedition. 

It has been, indeed, agreed, that there are contained in 
the Paper ſome true Poſitions, and ſome Paſſages innocent 
at leaſt, and perhaps rational and ſea onable. But this, Sir, 
is nothing more than to ſay, that the Paper, fl-gitious as it 
is, might have been ſwe led to a greater Degree of Impu— 
dence and Scurrility; that what is already too heinous to 
be born, might by greater Virulence become more enor- 
mous. 

© If no Wickedneſs, Sir, is to be checked till it has at- 
tained the greateſt Height at which it can poſſibly arrive, 
our Courts of Criminal judicature may be ſhut up as uſeleſs ; 
and if a few innocent Paragraphs will paliate a Libel, 
Treaſon may be written and diſperied without Danger or 
Reſtraint; for what Libel was ever ſo crowded with Sedition, 
that a few Periods might not have been ſelected, wu ich, 
upon this Principle, might have ſecured it from Cenſure 

The Danger of dilcouraging Intelligence from being 
offered at the Door of our Houle, does not alarm me with 
any Apprehenſions of Diſadvantage to the Nation; for I 
have not ſo mean an Opinion of the Wiſdom of this Aſſem- 
bly, as to imagine thai they can receive any Aſſiſtance from 
the Informations of theſe officicus Inſtructors, who ought, in 
my Opinion, Sir, rather to be taught by {ome parliamentary 
Cenſure to know their own Station, than to be encouraged 
to neglect their proper Employments, for the ſake of direct- 
ing their Governors, | 
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© When Bills, Sir, are depending, by which either the 
the Intereſt of the Nation, or of particular Men, may be 


thought to be endangered, it is indeed the inconteſtable Right 
of every Briton to offer his Petition at the Bar of the Houle, 
and to deliver the Reaſons upon which it is founded. This 
is a Privilege of an unalienable Kind, and which 1s never 
to be infringed or denied ; and this may always be ſupported 
without countenancing anonymous np ge or receiving 
ſuch Papers as the Authors of them are afraid or aſhamed to 
own, and which they, therefore, employ meaner Hands to 
diſtribute. | 

Of this kind, Sir, undoubtedly, is the Paper now under 
our Conſideration, of which I am far from imagining that 
it was drawn up by the Man who declares himſelf the Wri- 
ter, and am therefore convinced of the Neceſſity of calling 
the Printer to the Bar, that whatever the Lenity or Juſtice of 
this Aſſembly may determine with Regard to his Puniſhment, 
he may be examined with reſpect to the real Authors of the 
Libel ; and that our Reſentment may fall upon him, who 
has endeavour'd to ſhelter himſelf by expoſing another, 


Mr. Ord. 
Stn, 


© I am inclined to believe, that the Perſons aſſociated in 
writing and diſperſing this Paper, whoſoever they may be, 
are of no high Rank, or conſiderable Influence ; as it is not 
likely that any Man who had much to hazard, would expoſe 
himſelf to the Reſentment of the whole Legiſlature ; but let 
us not for that Reaſon exert our Superiority in wanton Pu- 
niſhments, or tyrannize merely becauſe we cannot be reſiſted. 
Let us remember that the ſame Juſtice and the ſame Huma- 
nity is due to the meaneſt, as the higheſt of our Fellow Sub- 
jects; and that there is even leſs Neceſlity of rigorous Mea- 
ſures, as the Attack is leſs formidable. | 
Baut, Sir, there is one Motive to Moderation that has 
ſeldom been found leſs efficacious than the Conſideration of 
the Laws of Juſtice or Humanity. We ought to be withheld 
by regard to our Poſterity, and even to ourſelves, from any 
exorbitant Extenſion of our Privileges. We know, that 
Authority once exerted, is claimed afterwards by Preſcrip- 
tion. And who knows by what ſudden Rotation of Power, 
he may himſelf ſuffer by a Precedent which he has concurred 
to eſtabliſh, and feel the Weight of that oppreſſive Power 
which he firſt grarted for the Puniſhment of another? 


Mr. 
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Mr. Howe. 
S1R, 


am always unwilling to oppoſe any Propoſal of Lenity 
and Forbearance, nor have now any Intention of heighten- 
ing the Guilt of this Man by cruel Exaggerations, or incit- 
ing the Houſe to Rigour and Perſecution. 

« But let us remember, Sir, that Juſtice and Mercy are 
equally to be regarded, and while we pity the Folly of a 
miſguided, or perhaps, a thoughtleſs Offender, let us not 
ſuffer ourlelves to be betrayed by our Compaſſion, to injure 
ourſelves and our Poſterity. 

© This Houſe, Sir, has always claimed and exerted the 
Privilege of judging of every Offence againſt itſelf; a Privi- 
lege ſo long eſtabliſhed, and fo conſtantly exerciſed, that I 
doubt whether the inferior Courts of Judicatue will take 
Cognizance of an Attack upon us; for how can they ven- 
ture to decide upon a Queſtion of ſuch Importance, without 
any Form or Precedent for their Proceedings. 

There ſeems allo to be at this Time, Sir, an uncommon 
Neceſlity for Tenaciouſneſs of our Privileges, when as ſome 
Whiſpers which have been wafted from the other Houſe 
inform us, a Motion has been made in Term, which might 
imply the Subordination of this Aſſembly, an Aſſertion 
without Foundation either in Reaſon or Juſtice, and which I 
ſhall always oppoſe as deſtructive to our Rights, and dange- 
rous to our Conſtitution. | 

Let us therefore, Sir, retain in our Hands the Cogni- 
zance of this Affair; and let the Criminal either ſuffer his 


Puniſhment from our Sentence, or owe his Pardon to our 
Mercy. | 


This Motion was then carrid in the Affirmative; Aves 
220, Noes 163. Whereupon Mr. Meres was called in and 
examined, and being withdrawn ; 

Reſolved, That J. Meres be committed; and that his 
Majeſty be addreſſed to give Orders, that the ſaid J. Meres 
be proſecuted by the Attorney-General, on a Diviſion, Ayes 
188, Noes 155. 

Then Mr. Hughs was calfed in and examined, and hav- 
ing proteſted his Innocence. of the ſeveral Matters con- 
tained in the ſaid Libel, &. And being withdrawn, Re- 
ſolved, that J. Hughs be committed, in order to make his 
Submiſſion for his ſaid Offence; Ayes 148, Noes 75. 

Dec. 4th. The Houſe, according to Order, was called 
over, and Thomas Strangeways Horner, Eſq; was ordered 

. into 


Anno 1 4, Geo: 
IL. 1740. 
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Mr. Howe. 


II. 1740. 
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Anno 14, Geo. into Cuſtody for Non-attendance ; Ayes 203, Noes 159. 


And a Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, That the 
Houſe be called over upon this Day Fortnight; it paſſed in 
the Negative, Ayes 81, Noes 133. | 

The 5th. Mr. John Hughs made his Submiſſion at the 
Bar of the Houſe, and was diſcharged upon paying his Fees. 

Received a Copy of a Treaty between his Majeſty and 
the King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſe. Caſſel; with 
a Tranſlation of the ſame. Signed, Weſtminſter the gth.of 
May, 1740. 

Received three Petitions from Priſoners confined for 
Debt, in the Jails of Lincoln, Oxford and Eſſex, praying for 
Relief, &c. | 

In a"Committee, made ſome Progreſs on the Bill to pro- 
kibit, for a limited Time, the Exportation of Corn, and 
other Proviſions out of Great Britain, Ireland, and his Ma- 
jeſty's Plantations in America; and deferred the further 
Conſideration to Tueſday next. 

A Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, That the 
Houſe do adjourn, it paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 87, 
Noes 98. Then Mr. Sindys moved that an Addreſs be 


| preſented to his Majelty, to order that the Embargo may be 


taken off of Ships laden with Fiſh and Rice; which was 
agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 

The Sth. In a grand Committee went thro? the Land. 
Tax Bill, with ſeveral Amendments. | 

The gth. Agreed to the Report of the Land Tax Bill, 
and ordered ic to be engroſſed. 

Received a Petition of John Dodd, Eſq; complaining of 
an undue Election and Return for the Borough of Reading, 
in the County of Berks. | 

The 10'h. In a grand Committee on the Supply, came 
to ſeveral Reſolutions. | 

The 11th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for regulating Trials 
at Mi Prius, and for the more effectual ſummoning of Spe- 
cial Juries, 

Agreed to the Report of the following Reſolutions on | 
the Supply, viz. Reſolved, That the Number of Men to be 
continued for Guards and Gariſons for 1741, be 29,033 
Men, including Commiſſion and Non commiſſion Officers. 
And that 883,189gl. be granted for defraying the Expences 
of the ſame, : 

. Reſolved, That 6930 Marines be continued for 1741. 
And that 124,05 l. be granted for defraying the Expences 
of the ſame. | 


\ 
Reſolved, | 


=, f FOO 
Reſolved, That an additional Number of 5705 Men be Anno 14, Geo. 
raiſed for 1741, And that 116, 3221. be granted for defray- II. 1740. 
ing the Expences of the fame. | | 
Reſolved, That an additional Number of 4620 Marines 
be raiſed for 1741. And that go,2011. be granted for de- 
fraying the Expences of the ſame. And it was moved, 
that the new-raiſed Men be incorporated into the ſtanding 
Corps, becauſe the forming them into new Regiments 
would be more burdenſome and expenſive, &c. Which 
after Debate paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 232, Noes 166. 
The 12th. Ordered, That Thomas Strangeways Horner, 
Eſq; a Member of this Houſe, be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, 
paying his Fees, 


Mr. Sandys then moved for an humble Addreſs to his nebate on the 
Majeſty, that for the future Eaſe of his Majeſty's Sabjects, Employment 
all Officers now ſubſiſting upon Half-pay, &c. might be em- of the Halt- 
ployed in the Army, which he ſupported to this Effect. Pa VT 

SUR, 5 

Tho' I have often known Motions oppoſed without Sam. Sandys, 
any juſt Objections, or at leaſt without any Proof of ſuch Eq; 
Inconveniencies likely to ariſe from them, as were equiva- 
lent to the Advantages which they would have produced, 
yet I cannot but confeſs, that any Oppoſition to this will be 
uncxpected and ſurpriſing ; for it is, in my Opinion, ſup- 
ported by every Law of Jultice and Humanity. If we re- 
gard the Public in general, it cannot but produce ſome Alle- 
viation of the national Expence; and if we conſider the 
particular Perſons to whom it immediately relates, they 
have certainly a juſt Claim to that Regard, which it is the 
Tendency of this Motion to procure them. | 

* To burthen with ſuperfluous Officers, and unneceſſary 
Expences, a People already overwhelmed with Taxes, and 
over-run With the Dependents on the Crown, is ſurely to 
the higheſt Degree cruel and abſurd. And to condemn thoſe 
Men to Contempt and Penury, who have ſerved their 
Country with Bravery and Fidelity, to prefer unexperienced 
Striplings to thoſe Commiſſions, which would gladly be 
accepted by Men who have already tried their Courage in 
the Battle, and borne the Fatigues of Marches, and the 
Change of Climates, is ſurely not only to oppreſs the De- 
ſerving, and ſcatter Promotion without juſt Diſtinction; but, 

What 1s yet more enormous, it is to wanton with the public 
Safety, and expole us to our Enemies. 

Nor does it appear to me ſufficient, that the Veteran 
Officers be reſtored to the Commiſſions which they formerly 
enjoyed ; they ought, upon an Augmentation of our Troops, 

to 
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Anno 14, Geo. to be recompeneed by ſome Advancement for their Services 


II. 17 40. 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


and their Sufferings ; the Enſign ought to become a Lieute- 
nant, and the Lieutenant be exalted to a Captain; Stations 
which they will ſurely fill with more Dignity and greater 
Abilities, than Boys newly diſcharged from School, and 
entruſted with unexpected Authority. 

If it be reaſonable, Sir, that Expence ſhould be ſpared 
in a Time of general Poverty; if it be politic to carry on 
War in the manner moſt likely to produce Succeſs; if it be 
juſt, that thoſe who have ſerved their Country ſhould be pre- 
ferred to thoſe who have no Merit to boaſt, this Motion 
cannot be rejected. N 


Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 


© To the Motion now made, it will not I believe be ob- 
jected, that it is unreaſonable, or unjuſt, but that it is unne- 
ceſſary, and that is not drawn up with ſufficient Conſideration. 

© It is unneceſſary, becauſe his Majeſty is advis'd by it to no 
other Meaſures than thoſe which he has already determined 
to purſue ; for he has declared to me, Sir, his Intention of 
conferring the new Commiſhons upon the Officers who re- 
ceive half Pay, before any other Officers ſhall be promoted. 

The Motion appears to me not to be very attentively 
conſidered, or drawn up with great Propriety of Expreſſion ; 
for it ſuppoſes all the half-pay Officers fit fer the Service, 
which cannot be imagined by any Man, who conſiders that 
there has be:n Peace for almoſt thirty Years; a Space of 
Time, in which many vigorous Conſtitutions muſt have de- 
elined, and many who were once well qualified for Command, 
mult be diſabled by the Infirmities of Age. Nor is the Pro- 
motion of one of theſe Gentlemen conſidered always as an 
Act of Favour, many of them have in this long Interval of 
Peace engaged in Methods of Life very little conſiſtent with 
military Employments, many of them have Families which 
demand their Care, and which they would not forſake for 
any Advantages which a new Commiſſion could afford them, 
and therefore it would not be very conſiſtent with Humanity 
to force them into new Dangers and Fatigues, which they 
are now unable to ſupport. 

© With regard to theſe Men, Compaſſion and Kindneſs 
ſeem to require that they ſhould be ſuffered to ſpend their few 
remaining Days without Interruption, and that the Dangers 


and Toils of their Youth ſhould be requited in their Age with 


Eaſe and Retirement. 
There are others who have leſs Claim to the Regard 
of the Public, and who may be paſs'd by in the * 
0 
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of new Preferments without the Imputation of neglecting Anno 14, Geo. 


Merit. Theſe are they who have voluntarily reſigned their 


Commiſſions for the fake of Half-pay, and have prefered CYWYNg 


Indolence and Retreat to the Service of their Country, 

« So that it appears, that of thoſe who now ſubſiſt upon 
Half. pay, ſome are unable to execute a Commiſſion, ſome 
do not deſire, and ſome do not deſerve it, and with regard to 
the remaining Part, which can be no great Number, I have 
already declared the Intention of his Majeſty, and therefore 
cannot but conclude that the Motion is needleſs.” 


Mr. Pulteney. 


18-1 


© I know not by what Fatality it is, that all the Motions Will. Pulte. 
made by one Party are reaſonable and neceſſary, and all that ney, Eſy;, 


are unhappily offered by the other, are diſcovered either to 
be needleſs or of pernicious Tendency, Whenever a Queſ- 
tion can be clouded and perplexed, the Opponents of the 
Miniſtry are always miſtaken, confuted, and in Conſequence 
of the Confutations defeated by the Majority of Votes. 
When Truth is too notorious to be denied, and too obvious 
to be conteſted, the Adminiſtration always claim the Honour 
of the firſt Diſcovery, and will never own that they were 
incited to their Duty by the Remonſtrances of their Oppo- 
nents, tho” they never before thoſe Remonftrances had diſ- 
covered the leaſt Intention of performing it. 

But that the Motion is allowed to, be juſt and proper, 
is ſufficient, the Importance of it will be eaſily diſcovered. 
For my Part I ſhall always conſider that Motion as impor- 
tant, which tends to contract the Expences of the Public, to 
reſcue Merit from Neglect, and to hinder the Increaſe of 
the Dependents on the Miniltry.' 


Sir Robect Walpole. 
S I Ry 


There is no Temper more oppoſite to that inceſſant a, Rabert 
Attention to the Welfare of the Public, which is the perpe- walpole. 


tual Boaſt of thoſe who have fignalized themſelves by oppo- 
ſing the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, than a Luſt of Con- 
tradition, and a Diſpoſition to diſturb this Aſſembly with 
ſuperfluous Debates. | 

Whether this Diſpoſition is not diſcovered in the Reply 
made to the Declaration of his Majeſty's Intentions, and the 
Confeſſion of the Propriety of the Motion, let the Houſe de- 
termine. It muſt ſurely be confeſſed, that it is not neceſſary 
to adviſe what is already determined, 


Nor 


Anno 14, Geo 
IL 1749. 


A 


Sam. Sandys, 
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Sir Robert 
Walpole. 
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Nor is it leſs evident, that many of the Officers whoſe 
Intereſt is now ſo warmly ſolicited, muſt be ineapac'itited by 
their Age for Service, and unable to receive any Benefit 
from the Offer of new Commiſſions. To deny this, is to 
queſtion the Flux of Time, or to imagine that the Conſtitu- 
tion of a Soldier is exempt from its Injuries.” 


Mr. Sandys, 


S1n, 

* I am far from intending by this Motion to fill the 
Army with decrepid Officers, or to obſtruct in any manner 
the Service of the Public; nor have I any other Intention, 
than to ſecure to thoſe whoſe Years permit, and whoſe 
Inclinations incite them to enter once more into the Army, 
that Preferment to which they have a Claim, not only 
from their paſt Services, but from the State of Penury and 
Obſcurity in which they have languiſhed. 

I deſire to preſerve thoſe whoſe Valour has heretofore 
made our Nation the Terror of the World, from the Mor- 
tification of ſeeing themſelves inſulted by Childhood, and 
commanded by Ignorance; by Ignorance exalted to Autho- 
rity, by the Countenance of ſome Rhetorician of the Houſe, 
or ſome Mayor of a Borough. | 

* Whoever has obſerved the late Diftribution of military 
Honours, will eaſily diſcover that they have been attained 
by Qualifications very different from Bravery, or Knowledge 
of the Art of War; he will find that Regiments and Com- 
Panies are the Rewards of a ſealonable Vote, and that no 
Man can preſerve his Poſt in the Army, whether given him 
as the Reward of acknowledged Merit, or fold him for the 
full Value, any longer than he employs all his Influence in 
favour of the Miniſtry. | | 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


81 u, 

It has been already admitted, that the Motion can only 
be objected to as ſuperfluous, and therefore all farther Debate 
is mere Waſte of Time without any Proſpect of Advant ge, 
nor is any thing now neceſſary, but to review the Motion, 
and correct tuch Expreſſions as may be thought inaccurate or 
Improper. | 

« That all the Half-pay Officers are not able to enter 
into the Service, has been already ſh-wn, and therefore [ 
ſhouid imagine, that intiead of 40 the Oficers, we might 
very juſtly ſubſtitute Oficers properly qualified.” 


Sir 


(33) 
Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 


Tho' I cannot diſcover the Neceſſity of any Alteration, Sir Jobn 
Barnard. 


ſince it cannot be conceived that the Parliament can adviſe 
Impoſlibilities, yet fince ſo much Accuracy is affected, it 
may be allowed that the Word @a// ſhall be left out, as ſeem- 
ing to imply more than can be intended. 

« But the Honourable Gentleman is not, in my Opinion, 
ſo happy in his Amendment, as in his Objection; for the 
Words properly qualified convey to me no din inct Idea. He 
that is gualzfied, is, I ſuppoſe, properly qualified, for I never 
heard of improper Dualifications ; but if the Word properly 


be omitted, I have no Objection to the Amendment.” 


Reſolved, Nemine Contra dicente, That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that, for the preſent and future 
Eaſe of his Majeſty's Subjects, he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to employ in his Army ſuch Perſons as now remain upon 
Half Pay, who are qualified to ſerve his Majeſty. 

In a grand Committee took the Bill to prohibit the Ex- 
portation of Corn, &c. into Conſideration, and after Debate, 
reſoived to proceed further on the ſame on Monday next; 
Ayes 147, Noes 131. 

The 15th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Land-Tax- 
Bill | | 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill to amend the Law concerning 
common Recoveries ; and to explair and amend an Act 2gth 
K. Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo 
far as the ſame relates to Eſtates, per Auter Vie. 

Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs of Friday lait, viz. I ſhall always have a due 
« Regard for my Half. pay Officers, and ſhall employ ſuch of 
« them as are properly qualified for the Service,” 

Agreed to the Report of the Reſolution on Ways and 
Means, viz. Reſolved, that the Duties on Malt. Mum, Cyder 
and Perry, be further continued to the 24th of June, 1742. 
Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

A Motion being made, and the Queſtion being put, that 
Mr. John Meres, who was committed to the Culiody of the 
Serjeant at Arms, and ordered to be proſecuted by the At- 
torney-General, for printing Part of a ſcandalous Libel on 
the Embargo, &c. in the Daily-Poſt, December fſt. 1740. 
be carried before one of the Juſtices of the Court of King's 
Bench, in order to be admitted to Bail for his Appearance 
an the firſt Day of next Term ; and when he has given ſuch 
Vol. VI, © F Security, 


Anno 14, Ceo. 
II. 1746. 
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Anno 14, Geo Security, that he be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, paying his 

IL 1740. Fees : It paſſed in the Negative; Ayes go, Noes 151. 

Made a further Progreſs on the Corn Bill. 

The 16th. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for continuing the 
Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, for the Service 
of the Year 1741. | 

Made a further Progreſs on the Bill to prohibit for a limited 
Time the Exportation of Corn, &c. 

The 17th. Read a ſecond Time the Malt Bill. 

In a Grand Committee went thro* the Corn Bill with ſe- 
veral Amendments. 

Received a Petition of the Governor and Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Levant Seas, praying 
to be heard againft the Petition of the Ruſſia Company for 
opening a new Trade thro' Ruſſia to Perſia. 

Ordered in an Account of the Butter imported into London 

ſor ſeven Vears paſt, ending at Lady-Day, 1740. 

The 18th. Read a ſecond Time, a Bill for regulating 
Trials at Nif Prius, and for the more effectual ſummoning 
of Special juries, and committed it for the 15th of January. 

Read a ſecond Time, a Bill to amend the Law concerning 
common Recoveries, and to amend an Act zqꝗth K. Charles 
IT. for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, &c. and commit- 
ted it for the 16th of January. | 
Mr. Speaker reported, 'That the Houſe had attended his 
Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty was pleaſed 
to give the Royal Aſſent to 

Roy Aſſent An AQ for granting an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land-Tax 

iven to the to be raiſed in Great Britain for the Service of the Year 1741, 
nd-Tax-Bill. 1d to one private Act. 

Went into a grand Committee on the Petition of the 
Ruſſia Company, &c. and examined ſeveral Levant Traders 
againſt the ſaid Petition; then came to a Reſolution thereupon, 
The 19th, Received Part of the Report on the Corn- 

Bill, and ordered the further Part to be conſidered on the 
13th of January, 

Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution, viz, 
Reſolved, 'That the opening of a Trade to and from Perſia 
thro' Ruſſia, will be a great Advantage to this Kingdom; 
and particularly, in promoting the Conſumption of the 
Woolen-Manuf: tures thereof. 

Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

Received a Petition from the City of London, complain- 
ing of the Ineffectualneis of an AQ 3d of King James l. 
for the recovering of ſmall Debts, and fur the relieving of 
poor Debtors in London, And praying lor leave to bring 
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in a Bill to explain and amend the ſame. Leave was given Anno 14, Geo 
accordingly. | IL 1740p, 
. Deferred going into a Committee on the Malt-Bill til \& Wu 
the 7th of January. | | 
Deferred going into a Committee on Ways and Means till 
the 7th of January. 
Deferred going into a Committee on the Supply till the 
gth of January. 
Then adjourned till the 7th of January. 
an. 7. Received ſeveral Peticions from Priſoners con- 
fined for Debt in the Jails of Lancaſter, Ivelcheſter, Exeter, 
Stafford, Ludgate, Newgate, Woodſtreet and Poultry Comp- 
ters, praying Relief, &c. which were ordered to ie on the 
Table. 
Read a firſt time, a Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of 
ſmall Debts. 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, 'That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, to congratulate his Majeſty upon 
the Increaſe of the Royal Family, by her Royal Highpeſs 
the Princeſs of Wales being happily delivered of a Princeſs. 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That a congratulatory 
Meſſage be ſent to their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales, on this happy Occaſion. 
In a grand Committee went thro' the Malt-Bill, with 
ſeveral Amendments. 
The 8th. Agreed to the Report of the Malt-Bill, and 
ordered it to be engroſſed. 
Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
congratulatory Addreſs, &c. 
The gth. Received a Petition of the Commiſſioners for 
building a Bridge croſs the River Thames at Weſtminſter, 
praying for further Sums of Money to enable them to carry 
on the ſame. Referred to a Committee. | i 
The 12th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Malt-Bill ; 
ordered it to the Lords. 
Received a great Number of Papers, &c. ordered to be 
addreſſed for on the 26th of November laſt. 
Agreed te the Report of the following Reſolutions on the Several Defici- 
Supply, viz. Reſolved, that 26251. 4s. 3d. be granted to encies made 
ake good the Deficiency of the general Fund for the Vear 890d. 
nding at Michaelmas 1740. 
That 50211. 10s. 1d. be granted, to replace to the Sink- 
ng-Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make good 
he Deficiency of the additional Stamp-Duties at Chriſtmas 


F 2 | That 


Anno 11, ceo That 20,0001. be granted to replace to the Sinking-Fund 


II. 17. 


for one Year's Intereſt of 500,000). lent on Credit of the 


on the Supply. | 


(36) 
the like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Bank of England, 


Salt-Duty, towards the Supply of the Year 1735. 
That 23711). 8s. 6d. be granted to replace to the Sinking- 
Fund, the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make good the 
Deficiency of the Duty of 125. per Barre] on Sweets, &c. 
at Michaelmas 1739. | 
The 13th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for opening a Trade 
to and from Perfia thro' Ruſſia. 
Read a ſecond time, a Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of 
ſmall Debts. : 

The Houſe made a further Progreſs on the Report of the 
Corn-Bill, and confulered ſeveral Petitions concerning the 
ſame. | 

The 14th. Received a Petition of the Royal African | 
Company of England, praying for a further Supply. Or- 
dered that ſeveral Eſtimates relating to the ſame be laid 
befqgge the Houſe. | | 
ade a further Progreſs on the Report of the Corn- Bill. 

The 15th. The Houſe finiſhed the Report of the Corn- 
Bill, and ordered it to be engroſſed. 

The 6th. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to explain and 
amend an AR paſſed laſt Seſſion to reſtrain the exceſſive In- 
creaſe of Horſe Races; it paſſed in the Negative, on a 
Diviſion, Ayes 15, Noes 158. | 

Received a Petition of the Dean and Chapter of St. Pe- 
ter's, Weſtminſter, praying for a further Sum towards the 
Repairs of the faid Cathedral. Referred to the Committee 


In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill to amend the 
Law concerning common Recoveries, and to explain an A& 
29th King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and Perju- 
ries, ſo far as the ſame relates to Eſtates, pir auter Vie, with 

ſeveral Amendments. | | 
The 19th. The Houſe D to the bearing of the 
Petition of John Dodd, Eſq; complaining of an undue Elec. 
tion and Return of William Strode, Eſq; for the Botough 
of Reading, in Berkſhire; and the Counſel were called in, 
and ſeveral Witneſſes for the Petitioner were examined at 
the Bar of the Houſe; after which, the 'Couniel on both 
Sides were directed to withdraw. FIN? 
Deferred the Call of the Houſe to the 3d of February. 
The 26th. Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be pre. 
ſented to his Majeſty, for a Liſt of ſuch Commiſſion and 
Warrant Officers as are now ugor Half-pay in the Navy, 3 
| together 


__ 
% 
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1 
together with an Account of their reſpective Ages, and the Anno 14, Ge. 
Dates of their firſt Commiſſions, and how long and how II. 1740. 
often they have been employed, to be laid before the Houſe, ' 

Received a Petition of divers Merchants, and Owners of 
Ships, praying for leave to bring in a Bill for explaining 
and amending an Act 12th of Queen Anne, for providing a 
public Reward for ſuch Perſon or Perſons, asſhall diſcover the 
Longitude at Sea: And the ſame was referred to a Com- 
mittee. 

Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 
Election; and ſeveral Witneſſes were called in, and exa- 
mined, in order to diſqualify the Votes for the ſitting Mem- 
ber. Then the Counſe] on both Sides were directed to 
withdraw. 

The 21ſt. Received an Account, ſhewing how the Money 
given for the Service of the Year 1740, hath been diſpoſed 
of, diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral Heads, until the 19th-of 
January, 1740-41, and the Parts thereof remaining unſatis- 
fied, with the Overplus thereon. 

Received a Petition of the Painters of Fan-Mounts in and 
about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, ſetting forth, 
That about three Years ago, ſeveral Perſons procured Cop- 
per-Plaies for the printing of Fan- Mounts, by which means 
many of the Artiſts are reduced to the utmoſt Diſtreſs for 
want of Employment ; that one Engraver and two Painters 
are able to furniſh mote printed Fan- Mounts in a Month's 
Time, than this Kingdom makes uſe of ina Year; and one 
Perſon employed in the waſhing of theſe printed Fan- 
Mounts, will colour more in three Days than one Painter 
can paint in a quarter of a Year : That by the Introduction 
of printed inſtead of well painted Mounts for Fans, the Art 
of painting Fan- Mounts, which was brought to great Per- 
ſection, is greatly diſcouraged, and the Exportation of Fans, 
with painted Mounts, which brought into this Kingdom 
a large Sum of Money annually, almoſt entirely loſt to 
Great Britain: And therefure praying the Houſe to grant 
them ſuch Relief, as to them ſhall ſeem meet. Referred to 
a Committee. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to render the Laws more effectual 
for preventing the ſtealing and deſtroying the Sheep and 
other Cattle. 

Received a Petition of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the 
Colony of Georgia in America, praying for a farther Sum of 
Money, &c. Reterred to the Committee on the Supply. 

Received ſeveral Eliimates of Accounts. ' 

The 22d. William Cooley, (who was committed to New- 
gate on December the ſecond, for being the Author * 

mmer 
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Anno 14, Geo liſher of a malicious and ſcandalous Libel, entitled Conſide- 
II. 1740. rations upon the Embargo on Proviſion of Victual) was 
O brought to the Bar, and having upon his Knees received a 
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Several Sums 


granted. 


Reprimand from Mr. Speaker, was ordered to be diſcharged 


out of Cuſtody, paying his Fees, 


Read a firſt time, a Bill to explain and amend an Act 3d of 
King James I. for the Recovery of Small Debts, and for the 
relieving of poor Debtors in London. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill to amend the Law con- 
cerning common Recoveries, and to explain and amend an 
Act 29th of King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and 
Perjuries, &c. Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Agreed to the Report of yelterday's Reſolutions on the 
Supply, viz. 

Reſolved, That 184,6911. 10s. 10d. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy, including Half-pay to 


Sea Officers for 1741. 
That 1.5, 225]. 3s. 7d. be granted for the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service for 1741. 
That 76,0711. 1s. 4d. be granted for defraying the extra- 
ordinary Expence of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, 
not provided for by Parliament. 
That 266, 5 121. 16s. 5d. be granted for maintaining the 
Forces in the Plantations, Minorca, Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. 
for 1741. 
That 40ool. be granted towards repairing the Collegiate 
Church of St. Peter's, Weſtminſter. 
* proceedings The 23d. Heard Counſe! farther on the Merits of the 
1 on the Read- Reading Election: And in order to qualify ſome Perſons who 
ing Election. „oted for the fitting Member, Thomas Houſe produced a 
Certificate ſigned by two juſtices of the Peace; and the 
1 Counſel for the fitting Member having objected to the Ad- 
I miſſion of that Paper in evidence, the Hand-writing of the 
y 
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ſaid Juſtices not being proved; and the Counſel for the Peti- 
tioner having been heard by way of Reply : The Counſel on 
| both Sides were directed to withdraw, 

11 After Debate, it was Reſolved, That a Paper dated azꝙth 
bl i March, 1728, pu porting to be a Certificate from the Pariſh 
4 of Woodley in the County of Berks, to the Pariſh of St. 
1 Lawrence in the Borough of Reading, ſigned by two Juſtices 
1 of the Peace, allowing the ſaid Certificate, and now produced 
by Thomas Houſe, who acts for his Brother as an Overſeer of 
the Poor of the ſaid Pariſn of St. Lawrence, be admitted to 
f be read in Evidence, altho' the Hand- writing be not proved: 

| Qn a Diviſion, Ayes 145, Noes 144. | 
The 24th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to 
prohibit for a Time therein limited, the Exportation of 


| The Corn-Bill 
Corn, 


paſſed. 
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Corn, Grain, (Rice excepted) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Anno 14, Geo. 
Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, Pork and Bacon; and ordered it to the II. 1740. 


Lords. , 
Read a ſecond time the Bill for preventing Sheep-ſtealing, 
&C. 


Then Mr. Waller offered the following Motion in Writing, Motion for 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he two Letters 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that there may - Hal — * 
be laid before this Houſe Copies of two particular Letters | 
eoritten by hisMajefty's Secretary of State to Admiral Had. 
dock, which had been Addreſſed for before, and of the Letters 
received from Admiral Ogle mentioned therein; together with 
all Letters written by Admiral Haddock to either of his Ma- 

gelty's Secretaries of State, concerning the ſaid Letters, and 
the Execution of the Orders contained therein. 


Which Motion be ſupported to the following Efe&, Debate 


thereon. ' 
S1R, 


No Man who conſiders the preſent Situation of our Af Mr. Waller 
fairs, the Expence and Innefficacy of our Military Prepara- 
tions, the Appearance of Negligence in our Naval Expedi- 
tions, and the general Diſappointment of the Hopes which 
the Nation had conceived of Victories, Vengeance, and Re- 
ror car, in my Opinion, doubt the Expediency of the 
otion which I have taken the Liberty to make. 
When the Expectations of the Nation are deceived, it 
certainly becomes thoſe who are deputed to watch over the 
Proſperity of the Public, to enquire whence the Diſappoint- 
ment proceeds, and either to inform their Conſtituents that 
their Uneaſineſs ariſes from their own Error, and that their 
Hopes are deſtroyed becauſe they had no rational Foundation; 
or to detect the weak Management of thoſe by whem the 
public Meaſures have been ill conducted, or the national 
Treaſure. has been miſapplied. 
* With regard, Sir, to the preſent War, I know not how 
the Nation can be charged with having formed unreaſon- 
able ExpeRations, If they conſidered the Speech from the 
T hrone as the molt authentic Declaration of the Intentions 
of the Government, they found there the warmeſt Reſentment 
of the Injuries which they had ſuſtained, and the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances of a vigorous Proſecution of all thoſe Meaſures 
which 'might 2— ſpeedy Recompence and inviolable 
Security. { 
2 they reff=&, Sir, on the Preparations for War, on the 
Multitude of Ships, the Demand of Materials for Naval 
Equipments, and the high Prices at which Workmen were 


retained 
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Anno 14, Geo retained, they could not but imagine that either ſome migh- 
II. 2749- ty Attempt was deſigned, or ſome formidable Enemy dreaded; 


2 


and as they know not whom they had to fear, they aſeribed 


the Vigour of our Proceedings to a Reſolution of humbling 


our Enemies by one fatal Blow, and reeitabliſhing our Naval 
Dominion by a ſingle Effort. | | 

And juſtly, Sir, might they indulge this pleafing Ima- 
gination, with Reaſon might they anticipate a Triumph over 
an Enemy whoſe Strength bears no Proportion to the Force 
that was fitted out againſt them, and expect that in a few 
Months they ſhould ſee the Embaſſadors of Spain ſupplica- 
ting for Peace. 0 | 

Jo raiſe their ExpeQations yet higher, their Trade was 
ſuſpended by an Embargo, long continued, and in the ſtricteſt 
Manner enforced, and the Impreſſes were let looſe upon the 
Sailors; they ſaw nothing omitted, however grievous to the 
Nation, that could contribute to make it formidable, and 
bore Part of the Miferies of War without Impatience, in 
Hopes of being rewarded by military Glory, and repaid by 
the Plunder of Spain, 

But, Sir, when ſo long a Time has elapſed, and no Ac- 
count is brought, of either a Victory or a Battle, when they 
hear nothing but that our Fleets have viſited ſeveral neu- 
tral Ports, and thoſe of the Enemy failed unmoleſted from 
Coaſt to Coaſt, and when they are every Day told of the 


Loſſes of our Merchants, who are inſulted in our own Channel 


by the Spaniſh Privateers, and receive no Relations of our 
Succeſs upon the Shores of our Enemies, can it be wondered 
that they ſuſpe& the Reality of our Deſigns, or enquire 
whence it proceeds that their Money has been waſted, their 
Trade interrupted, and the Liberty of their Fellow-Subje&s 
invaded to no Purpoſe ? 
© But how much more juſtly, Sir, are they inflamed when 
they hear of the lacky Stratagems, or daring Enterprizes of 
thoſe Enemies, which a juſt Senſe of their own Superiority 
had induced them to conſider as vanquiſhed before the Bat- 
tle, and of whom they had no Apprehenſions but that their 
Cowardice would always ſecure them from Vergeance ? 
How juſtly may they murmur when they read that our Fleets 
Jeave every Part of the Enemy's Coaſt where their Preſence 
is neceſſary, and have afforded the Spaniards an Opportunity 
of changing one Port for another, as it is molt convenient, 
and at length of joining the French Squadrpns, and failing 
to the Defence of their American Dominions. 437 
May they not juſtly, Sir, require of their Repreſentatives 
ſome Reaſon for ſuch inexplicable Conduct? May they not 
reaſonably demand an Account of the Arguments which 
| procured 
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procured their Approbation of Meaſures, which, ſo far as Anno 14, Geo 
they can be examined by thaſe who have no Opportunity LL 1748- 
of peruſing the neceſſary Papers, appear either cowardly or 

treacherous ? | 

« And what Anſwer, Sir, can we return to ſuch Remon- 

ſtrances, unleſs this Motion be agreed to? How can we ap- 

aſe the Diſcontents of our Conſtituents, or diſcharge the 

Truſt repoſed in us, without a very minute and attentive 

Enquiry into Queſtions thus obſcure, and thus important. 

Are we are to tell our Conſtituents, that we abſolutely 

rely upon the Prudence and Fidelity of the Miniſtry and 

Admirats, and recommend to them the ſame implicit Depen- 

dance? Are we to confeſs that we have now for two Seſſions 

voted in the dark, and approved what we were not ſuffered 

to examine and underltand ? 

Sach Anſwers, Sir, to Queſtions ſo reaſonable, will not 

contribute to increaſe the Veneration of the People either 

for ourſelves, or our Conſtitution ; and yet this Anſwer, and 

this only, they can receive from us, if the Papers men- 

tioned in the Motion I have made are denied.” 


Mr. Clutterbuck. e 


7% a 


This Motion, tho' ſo warmly urged, and fo artfully ir ©... 
ſupported, I can conſider only as a Repetition of a former buck. 
Motion which was approved by this Aſſembly, fo far as it 
could properly be complied with, nor was any Paper then 
concealed which it would not have been an Injury to the 
Nation to have divuiged. 

« If the Deſign of this Motion be to promote the Succeſs 
of the preſent War, and the Zeal, with which it has been 
preſſed, be incited only by the Ardour of true Patriotiſm, I 
doubt not but it wil! eafily be withdrawn, by thoſe who are 
now moſtly inclined to ſupport it, when they ſha!l reflect 
that it tends to the Diſcovery of our Schemes, and to the 
Overthrow of our Deſigns, that it will expoſe all our Con- 
ſultations to our Enemies, and inſtru them now to annoy 
us with moſt Succeſs, and how to ſhelter themſelves from our 
intended Attacks. | 


ets It is the firſt Care, Sir, of every Adminiſtration, that 
_ their military Deſigns ſhould only be diſcovercd by the 
"ny Execution of them, and that their Enemies, by being obliged 
ent. to guard all Parts, ſhou!d be weak in al! : It by lay ing our 
ing apers before this Houſe, the Spaniards ſhould come to be 


formed againſt what Patt of their Dominions our Expe- 
: Citions are deſigned, will they not increaſe their Strength, 
improve their Fortifications, and double their Vigilance? 
Vol. VII. G and 
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Sam. Sandys, 


Eſq; 
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Annor4,Geo. and if we are thus obliged to form new Schemes, muſt we not 


impute the Defeat of the former to our own imprudent 
Zeal, or unſeaſonable Curiolity ? 


Mr. Sandys, 
SIR, 
« 'Fhat we ſhould demand rhe Schemes laid for the future 
Conduct of the War with Spain was never propoſed, nor, as 


it may reaſonably be concluded, ever imagined; for what is 


mentioned in the Motion but the Papers relating to the 
Tranſactions of the two laſt Years ? 

That it ſhould be neceſſary to remind Gentlemen of the 
Difference between the future and the paſt, would hardly be 
fuſpected by any Man not accuſtomed to parliamentary Con- 
troverſies and Artifices of State; and yet in the Argument 
which has been offered againſt the Motion, nothing has been 
aſſerted, but that the Orders relating to paſt Tranſactions are 
not to be laid before us, left the Enemy ſhould thereby gain 
Intelligence of what we now * againſt them. 

The Neceſſity of Secrecy in 
becauſe it will not be denied; but when Deſigns have been 


ar needs not to be urged, 


laid, and miſcarried, the Reaſons of that Miſcarriage may I 
ſurely be enquired into without Danger of betraying the 


Councils of our Country. 
If the Negligence of our Councils, and the Miſcondu& 


of our Commanders has been ſuch, that no Deſigns have 4 
been premeditated; if a War has been carried on by Chance, 
and nothing has ſucceeded becaufe nothing has been attempt 


ed; if our Commanders have not done ill, and have only 


done nothing ; if they have avoided Loſs by avoiding Dan- 7 
ger, we may ſurely enquire to whom iuch Proceedings are 


to be imputed, whether the Defeat of our Deſigns is to be 
charged upon the Strength of the Enemy, or the Cowardice 


of cur Officers; or whether the Inactivity and apparent 


Neutrality of our Forces is occaſioned by the Negligence of 
our Admirals, or the Irreſolution of our own Miniſtry. 

« 'Fhere have been, Sir, many Incidents in theſe two laſt 
Years, of which the Examination can be of very little Ad- 
vantage to the Spaniards ; I do not know what pernicious 
Intelligence they can glean from an Enquiry into the Rea- 


fons for which Haddock's Fleet was divided, and Ogle ſent q 
to the Defence of Minorca, or for Which he afterwards 3 


returned. 


Nor can I conceive that any Advantage, except that of 1 
Merriment and Diverſion, can be thrown into the Hands of 


our Enemies, tho“ we ſhonid leriouſly erquire ino what no 
Man has yet pretended to underſtand, the wonderful Eicap? 
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of the Spaniſh Squadron. A Tranſaction on which we had Anno 14, Ge® 
dwelt long enough with that Admiration which Ignorance II. 17 40. 
produces, and on which it may not be improper at lengt & WNW 
to enable us to reaſon. 
This is an Affair perhaps much better underſtood by our 
Enemies than by ourſelves, and ſurely we cannot therefore 
be afraid of informing them of it; at leaſt ſince the Fleet 
has long ſince failed out and left their Coaſt, we can hardly 
be reſtrained in our Enquiries by the Fear of diſcovering our 
future Deſigns. | 
If therefore it be the unconteſtable Right of the Houſe 
to examine the Conduct of public Affairs, which I ſuppoſe 
will ſcarcely be denied, this Motion cannot be rejected as 
unſeaſonable, nor can the Papers be refuſed without increaſ- 
ing thoſe Suſpicions which already are too prevalent through- 
out the Nation. 
Nor indeed, for our own ſakes, ought we to delay this 
Enquiry any longer, leſt by having long acted without bein 
accountable, the Miniſter ſhould form a Preſcription 1 
our Privilege, and in Time tell us in plain Terms that we are 
his Slaves, and that we are not to preſume to carry our Exa- 
minations, however ſolemn and important they may conti- 
nue to appear, further than he ſhall be pleaſed to permit; 
and that whatever may be the Opinion of the People that 
depute us, or whatever antient Claims we may plead to 
Authority, we are now to conſider ourſelves only as the 
Oppreſſors of the Nation, and the Panegyriſts of the Court.” 


Mr. Horatio Walpole, 


SIR, | 

It cannot be denied to be reaſonable that all thoſe Papers 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe which can be communicated Mr 2 
without Injury to the Public. Of this Number we may WIG 
juſtly imagine the Orders ſent to the Admirals, in which the 
Time of their Departure is fixed, and many others which 
may be of Uſe to inform the Houſe, but cannot enable the 
Enemy to judge either of our Force, or our Deſigns. 

But it is evident that there muſt be others included in 
this Motion, which our Regard for the Succeſs of the War, 
and the Proſperity of our Country, ought to determine us to 
X conceal], and ſuch as are never expoſed by any Adminiſtra- 
tion; it is therefore proper to limit the Addreſs to Papers of a 
t of certain kind, or a certain Date, which may be conſidered by 
the Houſe without Benefit to our Enemies, and for the Exa- 
mination of which a Day or two will be more than ſufficient.” 


G 2 Mr. 


Anno 14, Geo 
II. 1740. 


S 
Mr. Pulteney. 
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Mr. Palteney. 
Six, a 


« I know not what Number of Papers the Wiſdom of 
the Adminiſtration will allow us, but, if we judge by the 
Time propoſed to be ſpent in Examination, we ſhall not be 
diſtr«&ed with a great Diverſity of Subjects; Intelligence 
will be very penurijouſly dealt out, and if we ſebmit to their 
Choice of the Writings, which ſhall be laid before us, our 
Enquiry will probably end without any Diſcoveries made 
either by our Enemies, or ourſelves. 

But, I hope, Sir, we ſhall not be ſo cheaply ſatisfied, nor 
expoſed by the Fear of one Enemy, to the Inſolence of an- 
other. I hope we ſhal] reſolutely continue our Demands of 
Information, while a ſingle Line is concealed, from which 
any Light can be expected. | 

© There may indeed be Circumſlances in which our De- 
mai:ds, however loud, will neceſſarily be vain. It is not 
impoſſible that we may ſuſpect thoſe Tranſactions of deep 
Art, and ſecret Contrivance, which have been the Conſe- 
quences of mere Indolence, and Want of Conſideration. 
Our great Miniſters have been, perhaps, only doing nothing, 
While we have imagined that they were working out of 
Sight. | 

« Miſled, Sir, by this Notion, we may call-for the Orders 
that have been diſpatched in theſe two laſt Years, when per- 
haps our Secretaries of State have been fattening on their 
Salaries, without Employmen t, and have ſlept without Care 
and without Curioſity, while we have been congratulating 
ourſelves upon their Vigilance for our Preſervation. | 

Or if Orders have been given, it is to be conſidered, 
that the End of inſpecting Orders is to compare them with 
the Conduct of the Admirals to whom they were directed 
from this Compariſon I doubt not but many Gentlemen 
expect uncommon Difcoveries ; but tocheck al! unreaſonable 
Hopes before they have taken Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, for 
unreaſonable Hopes are the Parents of Diſappointment, [ 
think it proper to remind them, that to draw any Conclu- 
ſions from the Orders, it is neceſſary to underſtand them. 

This Conſideration alone is ſufficient to repreſs the Ar- 
dour of Enquiry, for every Man that has had Opportunities 
of knowing the wonderful Accompliſhments of our Mini- 
ſtry, the Depth of their Deſigns, the Subtilty of their Stra- 
tagems, and the Cloſeneſs of their Reaſoning, will eafily 
Conceive it probable that they might ſend ſuch Orders as 
none but themſelves could underſtand ; and what then will be 
the Conſi quence of ouridle Curioſity, but, that we may be led 

IN7I 


e 


eee, 


(45) 
into a Labyrinth of endleſs Conjectures? For we have long Anno 14, Geo. 
ago found, that no Explanations are to be expected, and II. 1740. 
that our Miniſtry are too wiſe to diſcover their Secrets to CHW NJ 
their Enemies. 

Let us, therefore, examine the naked Facts, which have 
fallen within our Obſervation, and endeavour to inform our- 
ſelves of the Meaning of theſe ſecret Orders by the Execution 
of them. 

Admiral Ogle was diſpatched from Haddock's Fleet to 
protect Minorca, and in his Abſence the Spaniſh Squadron 
ö failed away. Perhaps he was ordered to watch Ferrol and Mi- 
norca at the ſame time, and not underſtanding how that was 
to be done, neglected what was to be done, neg'efed one 
part of his Charge by an Attention to the other; as a Watch- 
man who ſhould be employed to guard at once the Bank in 
London and the Treaſury in Wettminſter. 

Admiral Norris, Sir, failed lately forth, I ſuppoſe in pur- 
ſuance of Orders, with a very formidable Fleet, and aſter 
having loſt Sight for ſome Days of the Britiſh Coaſt, failed 
back again with great Precipitation. Whether his Orders, 
were only to ſail forth, or whether when he examined them 
farther he could not underitand them, I pretend not to deter- 
mine; but it may reaſonably be imagined that his Orders 

= were of the {ame kind with thoſe of our other Admirals, be- 
. BY cauſe they produced the ſame Conſequences. 

Fl * I have been told that formerly our Commanders were 
ordered to burn, fink, and deſtroy ; and that in thoſe Times 
it was not uncommon for a Britiſh Admiral to do much Mif- 
„chief with a ſtrong Fleet; but it is evident that the Stile is 
' FF fincechanged, for Admirals are now very inoffenſive, and 

230 out only to come back. I therefore think the Motion 
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highly neceſſary, and fuch as ought to be complied with.“ 


| | | Admiral Norris, 

: S IX, 
- = I am not conſcious, that my Conduct in any Part of my aqmira) 
- Life has expoſed me to be juſtly treated with Contempt and Norris. 


Ridicule, and what I have not deſerved I will not bear. 
If any Gentleman in this Houle can accuſe me of having 
nveglected my Duty or deſerted it, let him not ſpare Inſults ot 
3 [T7 Invettives, let him now expoſe my Cowardice or my Care- 
- 77 lefineſs, let him prove me unworthy of Trult or of Command. 


, But my own Conſcience acquits me, and I defy any Man, 
do produce and ſupport his Accuſation ; nor can you, Sir, “ 
s who have thus contemptuouſly treated me, alledge any Thing 
againii 
= —— = 
J * Addreſſing himſelf 1» *  Prorepey, 
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Anno 14, Geo. againſt me that may juſtify your Neglect of Decency ; that 


I 1740. 


you have tranſgreſſed the Rules of Decency is the ſofteſt Cen- 


CY NV ſure that your Behaviour admits, and I think it may, with 


Will. pu'te- 
ney, E1q; 


Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


Mir. Pit. 


equal Propriety, be aſſerted, that you have broken the Laws 
of Juſtice.* 
Mr. Pulteney, 


S1R, 
© I ſhall ſubmit to you, and all who hear me, Whether 1 


have treated the honourable Gentleman's Name with any 


contemptuons Freedom of Speech. The uſual Method 
of mentioning an Expedition, is that of naming the Com- 
mander, who is not thereby neceſſarily included in the Cen- 
ſure of an unſucceſsful Attempt, and I am very far from cal- 
ling his Courage, and Capacity into LR, 

Not that I ſhall ever think it neceſſary to make an Apo- 
logy for expreſſing my Sentiments with Freedom as a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe, in which I ſhall always ſpeak what [ 
think, and in what Manner it ſhall appear to me moſt proper; 
ner ſhall I fear to repeat without Doors what I ſay here. 


Sir Robert Walpole, 


SIR, 
As I am not acquainted with any Meaſures purſued by 
the Adminiſtration which it is their particular Intereſt to 
conceal, I am deſirous that all Papers ſhould be laid before 
the Houſe which will not afford our Enemies any Oppor- | 
tunity of obviating our Deſigns. 

What Neceflity there is for this Addreſs, I cannot indeed 
diſcover, becauſe I know not any Foundation for Suſpicion 
of either Negligence or Treachery, Which have been both 
inſinuated in this Debate. 

Nor are the Miniſtry, however Judicrouſly their Abilities 
have been treated, afraid of difcovering their Ignorance by 
laying before the Houſe the Orders which they have given 
to our Admirals, Orders of which they are far from doubting 
that they will appear, upon a candid Examination, rational 
and proper, | 

© The chief Objection to this Motion ariſes from its Un- 
ſeaſonableneſs, and the Neceflity which it will produce of 
aſſigning to a fruitleſs Enquiry thoſe Hours that may be 


more uſefuily employed,” 
Mr. Pit. 


S1R, 
« Tt is my Opinion, that our Time cannot be more uſefully 


employed during a War, than examining how it has been 
A 8 
| conducted, 
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be repoſed in thoſe to whoſe Care are entrulled our Reputa- 
tions, our Fortunes, and our Lives. 

« There is not any Enquiry, Sir, of more Importance than 
this; it is not a Queſtion about an uncertain Privilege, or a 
Law, which if found inconvenient may hereafter be repealed z 
we are now to examine whether it is probable that we ſhall 
preſerve our Commerce and our Independance, or whether 
we are ſinking into Subjection to a foreign Power. | 

But this Enquiry, Sir, will produce no great Information, 
if thoſe whoſe Conduct is examined, are allowed to ſelect the 
Evidence. For what Account will they exhibit but ſuch as 
have often already been laid before us, and ſuch as they now 
offer without Concern. Accounts obſcure and fallactous, 
imperte& and confuſed ; from which nothing can be learned; 
and which can never entitle the Miniſter to Praiſe, tho' they 
may ſcreen him from Puniſhment.” 


Mr. Pelham. 
SIR, 


I am confident that no man engaged in the Adminiſtra- Mr. Pelham. 


tion, deſires to be ſcreened from the molt rigorous Enquiry, 
or would defer to exhibit the Papers a Moment .for any 
ether Reaſon than his Regard for the Public. 

I am confident, that nothing could ſo much contribute 
to advance the particular and diſtin Intereſt of the Miniſtry 
as the Publication of all the Writings that relate to the pre- 
ſent War, by which it would inconteſtably appear, that no- 
thing has been omitted that could promote our Succeſs, that 
our Commanders have been {ent out with Orders to act with 
the utmoſt Vigour, and that our Preparations have not been 
diſproportioned to the Importance of our Deſigns. 

It will appear that no former Miniſtry have given 
greater Proofs of their Zeal for the public Interelt, or have 
more ſteadily purſued the moſt proper Meaſures by which it 
might be advanced. 

* Iam not indeed certain that thoſe who now call ſo loudly 
for Information would be prevailed on by any Degree of 
Evidence to ſuſpend their Cenſures. Them, who are now 
diſſatisfied, I ſhall deſpair of influencing by Reaſon or Teſti- 
mony ; for they ſeem to enquire only to condemn ; nor 1s 
this Motion perhaps made ſo much for the ſake of obtaining 
Information, as of harraſſing the Miniſtry with Delays and 
ſuſpending Aﬀiirs of greater Importance. 


Ordered an Addreſs to His Majeſty, ſor Copies of the 
Letters 


conducted, and ſettling the Degree of Confidence that may Anno14, Geo 
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Il Anno 14, Geo. Letters written to and received from the Admirals, Haddock 
| H. 1740. and Ogle, in 1739 and 1740, to be laid before them. 
| WY YC Allo for a Copy of the Reaſons ſent by Admiral Caven- 
# diſh, in Purſuance of an Order from the Admiralty, October 
4 the 12th, 1740, that had retarded the failing of Sir Chalo- 
| ner Ogle's Squadron, ſo much beyond Expectation. 
Alſo for a Copy of the Reaſons tranſmitted by Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, in Purſuance of an Order from the Duke of 
Newcaftle, October the 23d, 1740, that did prevent him 
from ſailing purſuant to his repeated Orders for that Pur- 
pole ; and particularly to thoſe ſent him by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Admiralty, on the 14th of October, 1740. 
Heard Counſel farther on the Merits of the Reading 
Election, and ſeveral Witneſſes were examined; and the 
Reſolution of the Houſe of the 4th of December, in the 7th 
of Queen Anne was read, whereby it waz reſolved, That 
ſuch Perſons as had within two Years laſt received Ken- 
drick's Charity, or any other annual Charity, diſtributed in 
the ſaid Borough, had not a Right to vote in Elections of 
Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid Borough. 
1he 27th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for licenſing the Im- 
portation of Victual from Ireland, and other Parts beyond 
the Seas into Scotland, in Time of Dearth and Scarcity. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to amend the Law 
concerning common Recoveries ; and to explain and amend 
an Act 29th of King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds 
and Perjuries, ſo far as the ſame relates to Eſtates, per auter 
Vie; ordered it to the Lords. 
Debate on the Read a firſt time, a * Bill for the Encouragement and In- 
tecond Read- creaſe of Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier manning 
ing of the his Majeſty's Fleet. And a Motion being made for its be- 
S. an ea's Bill. ing read a ſecond time, it occaſioned the following Debate. 
Mr, 


— 


—_— 


— — 


* The Heads of the ſaid Bill avere as on : «© That 
every able Seaman who ſhall have woluntarily ſerved on board 
the Royal Nawy the Space of Years, ſhall be entitled to 
the yearly Penſion of „until he ſhall be provided 
for in the Royal Hoſpital for Seamen. That the Widow of 
every Scaman, under the Degree f a Warrant or Commiſſion- 
Officer, who entered voluntarily, and was killed or drowned in 
the Service, ſhall receive a Sum of Money, equivalent to one 
Year's Wages of ſuch Seaman. That the Fuſtices of Peace, 
Sc. ſhall, upon proper Application, iſſue out Warrants to the 
Conſtables, Headboroughs, Sc. to ſearch, by Day or Night, for 
all ſuch Seamen or Sea faring men as ſhall withdraw or _— 

cea 


| (49) 
A Geo, 
Mr. Gibbon, TC je 


SIR, . WWD 
© I have been always taught that the diſtinguiſhing Fell Mr Gibbon. 
city of this N:tion is general Liberty, Liberty not confine] Debate 
to the higheſt Claſſes of Men, but diffuſed thro' the whole thercon. 
Body of the People: For the Preſervation of this, our An- 


ceſlors have ſtruggled in every Age; and for this only are 
Vol. VII. H the 


— — 


ceal themſelves within their reſpective Furiſdifions. That 
= the Conftables, c. Hall bring ſuch Perſons as they ſhall ap- 
= prehend before the Fuftices, &c. who, upon finding them to be 
= /uch Seamen or Sea-faring-men, ſhall cauſe them to be delivered 
over to the Perſons appointed to receive aud condu them, to be 
conveyed into his Majeſty's Sea Service. That in.making ſuch 
general Search, it fhall be lawful for the ſaid Officers ap- 
pointed to make the ſame, to enter any Houſe where they ſhall 
ſuſpe# ſuch Seamen to be concealed; and if Entrance be not 
readily admitted them, then to force open the Doors of ſuch 
Houſe, in order to make ſuch Search. That ſuch Conſt ables, 
&c. ſhall appear before the ſaid Fuſtices, &c. and give Ac- 
count of the Execution of the reſpefive Warrants and Pre- 
= cepts to them directed; and the ſaid Juſtices ſhall be empow- 
= ered to puniſh them for any Neglect, Connivance, or other Of 
fence in the Performance of his Majeſty's Services in the Pre- 
miſſes. That the Conſtable, or other Officer, ſhall have as 
a Reward for diſcovering and ſecuring ſuch Seamen. That 
whoever ſhall preſume to harbour or conceal any ſuch Seaman, 
or wilfully do any thing to hinder or fruſtrate the Search, or 
entice any Seaman to run away from his Conductor, for eve 
ſuch Offence ſhall That the Fuſtices 
of the Peace, &c. ſhall exhibit an Account of the Names of 
the ſeveral Perſons brought before them, with the Place where, 
the Time when, and the Officers by whom ſuch Perſons were 
impreſſed; and of the Conductors to whom ſuch Perſons ewere 
delivered. That a Regiſter ſhall be appointed to be kept in the 
Navy or Admiralty-Office, where the Names of. every Perſon 
fo impreſſed ſhall be entered, and the Ship they were to Jerve 
in, that fo it may appear if ſuch Perſm was actually entered 
in his Majeſty's Service, and continues in the ſame. "That the 
Act paſſed in the firſt Year of bis preſent Majeſty, for encou- 
raging Seamen to enter into his Majeſty's Service, whereby 
no Seaman in the ſaid Service can be arreſted for a Debt under 
zo. Hall fo far take Effect, and be in Force in the Kingdom 
"Ro Ireland, from March the 25th, 1741. 


Anno 14, Geo the preſent Burden of Taxes born without Sedition, and al- 


II. 1740. 


demns thoſe who have dedicated their Lives to the moſt 
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moſt without Complaint. While we preſerve, or fancy that 
we preſerve, our Liberty, we look without Envy on the 
Power, the Wealth, and Proſperity of the Slaves of arbi- 
trary Monarchs. We account no Man proſperous whole 
Happineſs does not depend upon his own Conduct, and ſhould 
think it Folly to heap Wealth together, which might be 
taken away without our Conſent. For fear of loſing this 
great Privilege, we have endeavoured, at an immenſe Ex- 
pence, to prevent the enormous Increaſe of any foreign 
Power, by which we might in Time be ſwallowed up, and 
reduced to the ſame State with the Provinces on the Conti- 
nent. To this End we raiſe Armies and build Fleets, and 
Pour into the public Treaſury the Produce of our Lands, 
and the Gain of our Commerce. But to what Purpole are 
our Labours, our Dangers, and our Expences to obviate the 
Deſigns of foreign Ambition, if we ſuffer Slavery to ſteal 
upon us in the Form of Law, and impair our Liberties by 
the Means employed to defend it. 

If the only Uſe of Armies and Fleets be to ſecure Free- 
dom and Independency, nothing ſurely can be more abſurd 
than to raiſe them by Methods of Oppreflion and Violence; 
nothing can be weaker than to ſend Men to fight for that 
Liberty, of which we have deprived them. 

© That the Bill now before us reduces Multitudes of our 
Fellow. Subjects to the Miſeries of Slavery, to the Malice of 
private, lurking Informers, and the hateful Inſults of petty 
Authority muſt-appear to every Man that hears it. It con- 


uſeful Employment, and waſted their Strength in the molt 
important Service of their Country, to be hunted like Beaſts 
of Prey, or like Murderers and Felons, whom it is the com- 
mon Intereſt of Mankind to ſearch out and to deſtroy. 
Let any Man, Sir, once be called a Seaman, let any 
Man once become the Object of public Reſentment, by hav- 
ing contributed to the Wealth and Honour of his Country, 
and at lait, from Wearineſs of Labour, Satiety of Profit, or 
Fear of Oppreſſion, incline to ſpend the reſt of his Life in 
Peace, the Hue and Cry ſhall be raiſed againſt him, Strata- 
gems ſhall be contrived to entrap, or Violence employed to 
conſtrain him; he ſhall be purſued by the Officers of Juſtice, 
his Friends ſha!] be obliged to betray him, and the Houle 
broke open at Midnight chat ſhall afford him Shelter. 
If this be the Condition to which any Man is expoſed 
by the Laws of Britain, he may ſurely be diſpenſed from 
hazarding his Life in their Defence; for what Alteration 
| Can 
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can be made in them, by which his Condition will become Anno 14, Ceo. 
worlſe ? II. 17 40. 

If any particular Body of Men be marked out by the 
Legiſlature jor Hardſhips like theſe, will not every one that 
can chuſe his Employment, liſt himſelf in ſome other Claſs? 
And every Man who has been already ſo unhappy as to 
have engaged himſelf in this Profethon, ſeek for better 
Treatment in a foreign Land ? 

There are indeed, Sir, ſome Inconveniences ariſing from 
this Bill, which will not be confined to the Seamen; the 
Power granted to Officers to ſearch a ſuſpected, that is, any 
Houſe which they ſhall be pleaſed to mark out, may affect 
every Man who has been ſo imprucent as to offznd the Con- 
ſtable of his Pariſh, as he may revenge the Injury by a De. 
claration of Suſpicion, and conſequently by a nocturnal Viſit 
at the Head of his Aſſiſtants. 5 

« Nor is this, Sir, the moſt offenſive Part of this Bill; one 
Clauſe of it tends to weaken the molt ſacred Tyes of Society, 
to make not only friendly Offices, but filial and conjugal 
Tenderneſs punithabie by Law, 

The Penal Clauſe, by which every one is forbidden to 
conceal a Seaman without Exception of particular Reaſon 
or Relation, is, in my Opinion, Sir, the utmoſt Stretch of 
Tyranny. Let us dwell a while upon it, and ſuppoſe a Son 
condemned as a Criminal for ſheltering his Father ; let us 
ſuppoſe a Wife dragged thro' the Inſolence of a Crowd, and 
called with all the Infamy of a Proſtitute, to receive Sentence 
of Puniſhment for refuſing to betray her Huſband. To 
think on ſuch Scenes as thefe, excites Indignation; and for 
my Part I ſhall oppoſe »ny Biil of this kind, lelt the Execu- 
tion of it ſhould fire the Nation to Rebellion. 


Mr, Horatio Walpole. 


S1R, 


If any Severities are propoſed by this Bill, or any Me. . 
thods of lerror or Violence preſcribed, it muſt be — 11 
that they can be juſtified by nothing but Neceſſity, and I 
hope thoſe who ſhall ſpeak in their Vindication, are not 
leis affected by the Senſe of them, though they are more 
convinc'd how much the preſent State of our Affairs requires 
ſuch Methods than thoſe that oppoſe them. 

* How much of the Power of this Nation conſiſts in our 
Fleets, and how uſeleſs Fleets are without Seamen, I am not 
to prove. Nor is it Sir, much leſs apparent, that S:-amen 
are not to be procured by the commen Methods, in Num- 
bers ſufficient for our preſent Armaments, and that therefore 
ſome others muſt be ſpeedily contrived. 

H 2 2 
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Anno 14, Geo It will be vain Sir, to expect, that a little Time will 
IL 1240. reconcile them to the Service, and that our Ships will ſoon 
be mann'd with Voluntiers; for the Fleets have taken away 
ſuch Numbers, that there remain, perhaps, not more than 
Five Thouſand in Britain; who, though they ſnould aſſemble 
at the Call of our Commanders, would be able to ſupply no 

formidable Navy. 

And that a Navy of uncommon Strength is neceſſary 
for the Honour and Support of Great Britain on this Occa- 
ſion, no Man can doubt ; when he has been informed of what 
I have received irom undoubted Intelligence, that a neigh- 
bouriug Power, equally to be dreaded for its Ambition and its 
Strength, is now equipping 20 Ships of the Line, for which 
no apparent Reaſon can be given, nor any more probable, 
than that they are defign'd to interrupt the Proſecution of the 
War. Such Dangers might vindicate us in the Uſe of violent 
and compulſive Methods of raiſing Forces, but none are in 
reality intended or propoſed, more ſevere than thoſe which 
were preſcribed by an Act paſſed in the Fourth of Queen 
Anne, at a Time when the Councils of the Nation were di- 
rected by Men whom we cannot eaſily ſuſpect of an Intention 
to injure- Libery. x 

That the Condition of Seamen will by this Act be made 
leſs independent than that of others, and the Methods of 
manning the Fleet have a more oppreſſive and arbitrary 
Form than thoſe by which the Land -Service is ſupplied, is not 
to be deny d; but let it be remembred, Sir, that thoſe In- 
conveniences are balanc'd by the Rewards propoſed, by the 
liberal Proviſions made for thoſe whom the Chance of War 
ſhall diſable from ſupporting themſelves, and the Eaſe and 
Plenty to which they are entitled, who ſhall grow old in 
the Sea-Service. 


Mr, Campbell. 
S1R, 


Mr, Campbell. I know not the Import of the Term Slavery, if it 
means any State different from that with which Seamen are 
threatned by the Bill before us. If to loſe the Power of 
Choice, be to fall into Slavery, every Seaman,from the Inſtant 
this Bill paſſes, becomes a Slave; for he will not only be 
excluded from the Choice of his Courſe of Life, which yet 
every Freeman muſt neceſſarily enjoy, but from the Power 
of determining what Maſter he will ſerve. 

A Sailor, Sir, after having perhaps willingly entered 
himſelf, is either frighted away by the Oppreſſion of his 
Officers, or allured into the Service of Merchants by Proſpect 
of Advantage; but notwithſtanding his Appreheuſions on 

the 
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the one Side, and his Hopes on the other, he is to be Anno 14, Geo. 
ſeized by Violence, and condemned without a Crime to that II. 1740 
Condition which he dreads and abhors. 

Nor is he only deprived of that Tranquillity and Con- 
tent which every Man propoſes as the End of his Labours, 
by the Dread of Oppreſſion, or of the Penalties incurred by 
endeavouring to eſcape it, but is debarr'd from the Aſſiſlance 
of his Relations, and the kind Offres of his Friends; he is 
ſtripp'd at once of every thing that makes Life valuable. 
He is dragg'd to Tyranny and Hardſhips, he is puniſhed for 
endeavouring to avoid them, ard involves in the ſame Miſery 
with himſelf, any Friend whom Charity or Gratitude ſhall 
prompt to protect him. | 

To infer from the Scarcity of Seamen, that ſuch Severi- 
ties are neceſſary, is to conſult nothing but that Luſt of Do- 
minion by which Men are often incited to uſe violent Mea- 
ſures, leit they ſhould ſeem to make too great Conceſſions 
by Softneſs and Moderation. The Scarcity cf Seamen, if 
ſuch there be, muſt be imputed to the Hardſhips to which 
they are now expoſed, and it ſeems not very likely, when 
leſs Injuries have diminiſhed their Numbers, that greater 
will increaſe them, | 

« Sir, Men have been Jong diſcourag'd from entering into 
the Ships of War, by every Method that could be made Ule 
of to diſguſt and offend them; Oppreſſions and Exactions 
have been too frequent among the Officers ; Mock-Expedi- 
tions have raiſed their Expectations only to deceive them, 
and ſudden Diſcharges at Places remote from Opportunities 
of Employment, have plung'd them into Diſtreſs, and re- 
duc'd them to Beggary, Surely when Men have been thus 
treated, it is no Crime to decline a Submiſſion to Cruelty, 
nor ought they to be puniſh'd for that Deteſtation of the 
Service which is produc'd only by the Conduct of others. 


Mr. Clutterbuck. 
SIR, 


As the Queſtion is not at preſent whether the Bill ſhall Mr Clutter- 
paſs or whether it ſhal} be read a ſecond Time, I think any buck- 
Diſquiſitions upon the Methods propoſed in it unreaſonable 
and ſuperfluous, and ſhall therefore not at preſent either offer 
or anſwer Objections. But if there be what no Gentleman 


bas denied, a Neceſſity of finding out ſome Method of man- 
ning the Fleet, I conceive that every Scheme for that End 
deſerves to be conſider'd ; for by conſidering and even re- 
jecting bad Meaſures, we approach nearer to the Diſcovery 
of good ones. 

* On ſuch Occaſions as this, Sir, the moſt expeditious 
| Method 
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Anno 2 Geo Method of Proceeding is undoubtedly the beſt; and as it is 
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leſs tedious to amend an Imperfect Bill than to draw up a 
new one, it will be right to conſider this in the regular 
Way; we may then reject ſuch Clauſes as cannot be ap- 
proved, and ſubititute others which ſhall be ſuggelted, leſs 
liable to Objections. 


The Bill was order'd to be read the Second Time, and to 
be printed for the Uſe of the Members, that it might be 
thoroughly examin'd and underſtood. 


Read a firſt time, a Bill for the better ſecuring the Free- 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers 
in the Houſe of Commons. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill for ſupplying the City of Glou- 
ceſter with freſh Water. 

Heard Counſel farther on the Merits of the Reading 
Election; and ſeveral Witneſſes were examined in behalf ot 
the Petitioner; and the Counſel for the Petitioner having 
fummed up their Evidence, and the Counſel for the ſitting 
Member having been heard by way of Reply; the Counſel 
on both Sides were directed to withdraw. 

The 28th. Received Copies of all Letters written, or Re- 
preſentations, or Applications made to the Office of Ordnance 
relating to Stores, Proviſions, Ammunition, or other Necel- 
faries for the Uſe of the Fleet lately under the Command 
of Sir John Norris. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to continue an Act for Relief of 
Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, 
and two ſubſequent Acts for explaining and amending the 
fame ; and alſo to continue an Act for the free Importation 
of Cochineal and Indico. | | 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill to explain and amend an Act 
zd of King James I. for the Recovery of Small Debts, and 
for the relieving of poor Debtors in London. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill for the better Preſervation of the 
public Roads of that Part of Great Britain called England. 

In a Committee went thro* the Bill for the more eaſy 
Recovery of ſmall Debts. | 

The 29th. Received an Account of the Expence of Vic- 
tualling his Majeſty's Land Forces ſent on the Expedition 
to America. | bag | 

Received a Copy of a Petition of the Levant Company 
to his Majeſty in Council, in this preſent Year 1740, with 
the Proceedings thereon. | 

Oedered, that an Account be laid before this Houſe on 
what Quoantities of Woollen, or other Goods, have been 


exported from Great Britain for twenty Years, ending at 
Chriſtmas 


(55) | 
Chriſtmas laſt, to Ruſſia, diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral Species, Anno 14, Geo- 
and their Value. "Ip | II. 17 40. 
Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on tber 
Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 10,000]. be granted towards 
the Support of Greenwich. Hoſpital. | 
That 49481: 18s. 4d. be granted for Out-penſioners of 
Chelſea Hoſpital. | 
That 10,0001. be granted towards the Maintenance of 
the Britiſh Forts and Settlements in Africa. 
That 10,000]. be granted for the farther ſettling and 
improving the Colony of Georgia : This laſt Reſolution 
was agreed to after Debate, on a Diviſion, Ayes 105, Noes 


 eceined s Petition of the Gentlemen, principal Traders, 
&c. of the Town of Collumpton, in the County of Devon, 
complaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, 
which the Petitioners attribute in great Meaſure to the run- 
ning of Wool; and praying relief. Reſolved, That this 
Houſe will, upon the 1 2th of February, reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider of the ſaid 
Petition, | 

Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 
Election, and examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced 
Evidence, in order to juſtify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons 
who voted for the ſitting Member, and whom the Counſel for 
the Petitioner had endeavoured to diſqualify: Then the 
Counſel on both Sides were directed to withdraw: Adjourn'd , 
the further Hearing to February 9. 

Feb. 3d. Ordered, That the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Dr. Matthew Hutton, for the Ser- 
mon preached by him before this Houſe upon Friday laſt 
at St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter; and that he be deſired to 
print the — | 

Received a Petition of the Graziers, Wool-growers 
Gentlemen, &c. concerned in Romney Marſh, in the County 
of Kent, and Places adjacent, complaining of the conſtant 
Decreaſe for 24 Years paſt of the Woollen Manufactory, in 
which time the Price of the ſame has gradually fell from 
iol, to near 41, the Pack; the Decay whereof has already 
leſſened, and muſt very ſoon to a great Degree inevitably 
educe the Value of vaſt Numbers of Eſtates in this King- 

dom: and at the ſame time carry immenſe Riches to thoſe 
neighbouring Countries, who have too ſucceſsfully of late 
= ivall'd us in the Woollen Manufacture: That as the French 
= cannot work up their own Wool into Cloths proper for 
the foreign Markets, without mixing one Pack of Britiſh or 
Iriſh Wool with two of their own; the Petitioners hope, if 

; effectual 


o 
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Anno 14, Geo effectual Methods could be found to prevent the French from 
II. 1740. having the Wool from Great Britain or Ireland, they would 
not for the future be able to underſel his Majeſty's Subjects 
in the foreign Markets. And further repreſenting to the 
Houſe, that a Law to oblige the Owners of all Wool ſhorn 
in Great Britain or Ireland, to regiſter the ſame, and not 
permit it to be conveyed from the Place of its Growth to any 
other Part of the Kingdom, but by Land-Carriage, till it be 
manufactured, ſeems to the Petitioners to be the moſt likely 
way to prevent the Exportation of Wool out of theſe King. 
doms ; and therefore praying the Houle to take the Premiſ- 
ſes into Conſideration, and give ſuch Relief as to the Houſe 

ſhall ſeem meet. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee, &c.. 

Received Copies of Letters and Reports from the Cap- 
tains of his Majeſty's Ships at Home, and from Mr. Wal- 
lace, Agent for the Tranſports, relating to the Badneſs of 
the Materials put into the Bedding, furniſhed by the Con 
tractor to his Mzjeſty's Ships. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill for licenfing the Importation 
of Victual from Ireland to Scotland in 1 ime of Scarcity. 

Read a firlt time, a Bill to prevent Inconveniencies ariſing 
by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined. 


Motion male Then Mr. Sandys preſented a Motion in Writing for 
by Mr. Sandys addrefli:g his Majeſty to inform them when the Regency 
a — received Intelligence, that the French and Spaniſh Squac- 
neat. Hl rons failed, which was ſeconded, as follows, by Mr. Waller, 


Spaniſh Flcets Sin, 


Mr. Waller. « The Information now moved for, appears to me fo 
receſſiry in our Deliberations on the Conduct of the War, 
that without it we can only conjecture in the dark, and en- 
tangle ourſelves in an inextricable Labyrinth. 

« It is well known, that in War all Motions are in a 
great Degree to be regulated by thoſe of the Enemy, and 
that therefore no Vigilance is to be ſpared by which any 
Know'edge can be gained of their Deſigns, nor any Methods 
omitted of communicating them to thoſe who have the Di- 
rection of the War. | 

A Miniſtry may, in conducting military Operations, 
diſappoint the Expectations of their Country, either by 
neglecting to procure Intelligence, or by failing to make uſe 
of thoſe Opportunities which ſeaſonable Information puts 
into their Power, and they may, when their Deſigns fail of 
Succeſs, juſtify themſelves, by proving that they mes. 
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ceived by Intelligence, which it was reaſonable to believe, Anno 14, Ceo. 
II. 17 40. 


or that better Inteliigence was not attainable, or that they 
made uſe, however unſucceſsfully, of all the Forces that 
could then be employed, and of all the Advantages that 
were then in their Poſſeſſhon. 

But how ſhall we judge of our Adminiftration, how ſhall 
we know what Confidence we ought to repoſe in their Pru- 
dence and Fidelity, and what Miſcarriages are to be attri- 
buted to the Chance of War, or ſuperior Force of our Ene- 
mies, if we cannot be informed with what Diligence they 
endeavour at Information, and how early they have Notice 
of the Motions of the Enemy ? 

The Sailing, or rather Eſcape of the Ferrol Squadron, 
and Departure of the French Fleet, are the moſt important 
Events of the preſent War; Events that threaten very dan. 
gerous Conſequences, no leſs than Deſcents upon our Britiſh 
Colonies, the Conqueſt of our Dominions, the Slavery of 
our Fellow. Subjects, and perhaps the- Deſtruction of the 
brave Vernon, who is ſecure in the imagined Vigilance of 
the other Commanders, and may, perhaps in a few Days, ſee 
himſelf ſurrounded by formidable Squadrons of different 
Nations, and expoſed to the Attack of Forces to which his 
little Fleet bears no proportion. | 

Nothing appears more evident, than that we had Op- 


portunities of obſerving, at leaſt, all the Preparations of the 


French, and of watching the Moment of their Departure ; 
and that our Force on the Coaſt of Spain was ſufficient to 
have confined their Fleets for ever in their Harbours, or to 
have deſtroyed them at their firſt Entrance into the open 
Seas; of which we may juſtly enquire, why it was not at- 
tempted ; but ſhall enquire to no Purpoſe till we know when 
they departed, that we may conſider the State of our own 
Forces, and whether our Enemies eſcaped by our Negli- 
gence, Cowardice, or Weaknels.” 


Mr. Winnington. 
SIR, 


o 
- 


* That we cannot deliberate upon Subjects which we do zr. Win- 


not underſtand ; and that, therefore, no neceſſary or uſeful nin 


Information ought to be denied to the Houſe, I ſhall readily 


admit: But mult obſerve at the ſame time, that the Reputa- 


ion of the Houſe would be very little conſulted, in demand- 

ing Information which cannot be given. 

I * To addreſs his Majeſty to inform us of the Time at 

which the Squadrons of our Enemies failed, is to enquire of 

him what it ought to be the highelt Care of thoſe Princes 
Vor. VII. I to 


ston. 


(38). 
N rroi4, Ceo to conceal from him, and which he can only know by hav. 
1.1749 ing Spies in their Privy Councils, 

And of what Importance is it to enquire what Intelli. 
gence was brought him, or when he received it, if it ap- 
pears that his Intelligence muſt be in its own nature uncer- 
tain and dubitable. 

That they have left their Ports, is now certain, becauſe 
they have been twice diſcovered in different Parts of the 
World; but as we can now only form Conjectures of their 
Deſigns and Courſes, ſo, before they failed, it was impoſlible 
to know, when they were fully equipped, or what Time 
was fixed for their Departure, It is to be remembered, that 
they form Meaſures, and make their Preparations in their 
own Dominions, and therefore have more Advantages from 
concealing their Schemes, than we from diſcovering them.” 


Mr. Campbell. 


SIR, 


Mr. Campbell. This Motion, which has been repreſented as unreaſon- 
able and abſurd, is, in my Opinion, not only proper, but 
important. 

« It is im portant, becauſe it will enable us to judge upon 
ſufficient Foundations, of the Conduct of the Miniſtry, who 
are cenſured by the Voice of the Nation, for having been 
either defective in Vigilance, or in AQivity ; for having 
been either ignorant by their own Fault of the Deſigns of 
the Enemy, or perſidiouſly paſſive in permitting the Execu- 
tion of them. | 

I am far from believing that ſuch Intelligence, as our 
Miniſtry is expected to procure, requires any uncommon |þ 
Subtilty, or any other Agents than are always employed by | 
every Miniſter, to tranſmit to them Informations from foreign || 
Courts. Such, I am afraid, are always hovering about our 
Conſultations, and I know not why our Miniſters ſhould be 
leſs diligent, or leſs ſucceſsful than thoſe of other Prinees. 

If, therefore, ſuch Intelligence might have been obtained. 

| it was criminal not to obtain it; and if the Departure of 

| the Spaniſh Squadron was foreſeen, it ought to be enquired, 

'S why it was not prevented; and if it was only known when 

it was too late to hinder it from failing, why it was not pur- 8 

ö ſued, or why Succours were not immediately diſpatched to 

[ Admiral Vernon. 

[ All theſe Queſtions can be only reſolved, in Conſequence 

| of the Information which his Majeſty ſhall give us; and for 

Which, it is therefore, in my Opinion, neceſſary to Petition, 
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How the Regency could be informed of the Intention Mr. Pelham. 


of the Spaniards to leave their Ports till it appeared by their 
Departure, or by what Means it can be expected that his 
Majeſty ſhould be now acquainted with their particular 
Courſe, or farther Deſigns, I confeſs myſelf unable to con- 
ceive. 

« With regard, Sir, to the Intelligence tranſmitted from 
foreign Courts by Agents and Spies, a litcle Conſideration 
will eaſily diſcover that it is not to be truſted, For what 
can be generally expected from them, but that they ſhould 
catch Flying Reports, or by Chance intercept uncertain 
Whiſpers, that they ſhould enquire timorouſly, and therefore, 
for the greateſt Part, of thoſe from whom no fſatisfaQtory 
Accounts can be receiv'd, and that they ſhould often endea- 
your to deſerve their Salaries by ſuch Information as is rather 
pleaſing than true. 

All the Knowledge that can be obtained of an Enemy's 
Deſigns, muſt ariſe from a diligent Compariſon of one Cir- 
cumitance with another, and from a general View of his 
Force, his Intereſt, and his Opportunities. And that ſuch 
Conjectures will be often erroneous, needs not to be told. 

Probability, therefore, is, in ſuch Enquiries, all that can 
be attained, and he that fits idle in the Time of War, ex- 
pecting certain Intelligence, will ſee his Enemies enjoying 
the Advantages of his Folly, and laying hold on a thouſand 
Opportunities which he has neglected to improve. 

* The War, in which we are now engaged, has been 
carried on by the Adminiſtration with the utmoſt Diligence 
and Vigour ; nor have any Meaſures been omitted that 
could probably produce Succeſs, and the Succeſs of the wileſt 
Meaſures is only probable. 

* Should the great Admiral, who is now preſent in the 
Houſe, have met the French and Spaniards in the open Seas, 


Y by what Art could he arrive at a certain Knowledge of 


their Deſigns; he might, by his Acquaintance with the 
Situation and State of neighbouring Countries, the Obſerva- 


tion of their Courſe, the Periods of particular Winds, and 


other Hints of Obſervation, form probable Conjectures, but 
could never reach to Certainty or Confidence. 

It ſeems to me, therefore, highly improper, to petition 
his Majeſty for [ntelligence, which he cannot be imagined 
to have received, and I cannot agree to any Motion for that 


urpoſe. 
I 2 Rejected 
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Mr. Pclham. 


(60). 

RejeRed a Motion to addreſs his Majeſty, That the Houſe 

be informed, when his Majeſty, or the Lords Juſtices, firſt 

received certain Advices of the failing of the Ferrol, Breſt, 
and Toulon Squadrons for the Weſt-Indies. 


Mr. Sandys then made another Motion, to addreſs his 
Majeſty, that there may be laid before the Houſe Copies of 
all Letters received from, or written to, Admiral Vernon 
fince his going to the Weſt-Indies. Which being ſeconded, 
Mr. Pelham ſpoke to this Effect: 


S1n, 


© This Motion, if the Intention of it be limited by proper 
Reſtriftions, is doubtleſs re2ſonable and juſt, for the Right of 
this Houſe to examine into the Conduct of public Affairs, 
and conſequently for calling for the Papers neceſſary to 
enlighten their Enquiries, is not to be diſputed. 

But, as the End of all ſuch Enquiries is the Promotion 
of the public Welfare, ſo they are not to be made in a 
manner by which that End may be defeated. Papers are 
not to be demanded, which cannot be produced without diſ- 
covering our own Secrets, and acquainting our Enemies 


either with that Weakneſs which we ought carefully to 


conceal, or that Force which will be moſt effectually em- 
ployed if it is not known, and therefore no Preparations are 
made to oppole it. 

It cannot be imagined, but that many of the Papers 
which have paſſed between the Admiralty, and the Com- 
mander in America, contain Plans of the Proſecution of 
the War, Obſervations on the Conditions of our own Colo- 
nies, and perhaps Intelligence of the Eſtate of the Spaniſh 
Fortreſſes and. Towns. Many Informations of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to our Enemies may be collected from thoſe 
Papers, but nothing can be expected from them, that will 
enable us to proſecute a parliamentary Enquiry with more 


Succeſs, ſince it will not put it in our Power to diſcover i 


Frauds, Negligence or Treachery. 

There are, Sir, other Papers which may indeed be laid 
before us, without any Benefit to our Enemies, and perhaps 
with ſome Advantage to ourſelves, the Papers which contain 
the Accompts of our Preparations and Store, the Lifts of our 
Forces, and the Calculation of our Expences are the proper 
Subjecis of parliamentary Enquiries, and if the Motion be 
reſtrained to thoſe, I believe, it will not be oppoſed by any 
Gentleman engaged in the Adminiſtration of our Affairs. 
ſhall beg Leave to propoſe theſe Words may be added, So 


far at the ſame relates to a Supply of Ships, Marines or Land 


Forces.” ['The Motion, thus amended, was agreed to.] 
| Ordered, 


(61) 


| Ordered, That Copies, or Extracts of all Letters, and Anno 14, Geo. 


other Papers from Mr. Finch, his Majeſty's Miniſter at the 


Court of Ruſſia, to either of his Majeſty's Secretaries of CHW VN 


State, or to the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, fo 
far as the ſame relate to the opening of a 'Trade to and from 
Perſia thro' Ruſſia, be laid before them. 

The Order of the Day being read for the Call of the 
Houſe, it was moved, that the ſame be further adjourned till 
Thurſday f{e'en-night: After Debate, the Queſtion being 
put, it paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 84, Naoes 107, 

Reſolved,” That the Call of the Houſe be farther adjourned 
to Tueſday the 31ſt of March next. 

Agreed to the Report of Part of a Bill for the more eaſy 
Recovery of {mall Debts, and ordered it to be farther con- 
ſidered on Thurſday. | 

The 5th. Ordered, that the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to Dr. Reuben Clarke, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this Houſe Yeſterday at St. Margaret's, 
Wefiminſter, and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to explain ſo much of an AR of 


the 12th of Queen Anne, for providing a public Reward for 


ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall diſcover the Longitude at 
Sea, as relates to the making of Experiments of Propoſals 
for diſcovering the Longitude at Sea. 

Received a Petition from the Inhabitants of South-Caro + 
lina, ſetting forth, That on the 18th of November laſt, a 
moſt dreadfu! Fire broke out in Charles-Town, and in leſs 
than 4 Hours utterly conſumed the beſt and moſt valuable 
Part of the faid Town, whereby many Families are reduced 
to the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and therefore praying Relief, &c. 
Referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe on the 12th 
Inſtant. 

Ordered, That the proper Officer do lay before this 
Houſe, an Account of the ſeveral Quantities of Wool that 
have been ſeized by any Officer of Exciſe or Cuſtoms within 
this Kingdom for ſeven Years paſt, diſtinguiſhing each Year. 

Reſolved, That this Hduſe will upon this Day eight 
Weeks, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the Bills for regulating Trials at N Prius, and for 
the more effectual ſummoning Special Juries. 

In a grand Committee, went thro? the Bill for the better 
ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- 
ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, with ſeveral 
Amendments. 

- Reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report of 
the Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of Small Debts : And. 


examined ſeveral Perſons as touching their Places and 1 
e 


Anno 14, Geo. 
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The 16th. Read a ſecond time, a Bill to prevent Incon- 
veniencies ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined. 

Reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report of 
the Small-Debt Bill, and made a farther Progreſs. 

In a grand Committee went thro? the Bill to render the 
Laws more effectual for preventing Sheep-ſtealing ; and a 
Clauſe was added for the more effectual preventing of the 
robbing of Orchards and Gardens, and ſtealing of Wall- Fruit. 

The gth. Received a Petition of the principal Inhabitants 
of the Borough of Minehead in Somerſetſhire, complaining 
of the Decay of the Woollen ManufaQures, and praying 
Relief, &. _.. 
Read a firſt time, a Bill to indemnify Perſons who have 


omitted 'to qualify themſelves for Offices by taking the 
Oaths, &c. ? 
Addreſs relat- Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 


ing to a Cartel Majeſty, to give Directions, that Care may be taken to de- 


tain all Spaniſh Priſoners that have already, or ſhall here- 


after be taken during this preſent War, until they ſhall be 


exchanged for ſome of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects, and 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed, as ſoon as convenientiy 
may be, to ſettle a Cartel with Spain, for the Exchange of 
Priſoners taken in War. 

Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 
Election, &c. 

The 10th, Received a Petition from the Clothiers, &c. of 
Froom in Somerſetſhire. And another Petition from the 
Wool-combers, Weavers, Dyers, &c. concerned in making 
of Druggets at Road and Telsford in the ſame County, 
complaining of the Decline of the Woollen Trade, &c. and 
praying Relief, &c. | 

Received an Eſtimate of the Debt of his Majeſty's Navy, 
as it ſtood December the 31ſt, 1740. 

Ordered that John Meres, Printer of the Daily Poſt, who 
was committed on the 3d of December 1740, to the Cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, for printing Part fof a malicious 
and ſcandalous Libel, &c. in that Paper of the firſt of De- 
cember 1740, be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, paying his 
Fees, upon giving Security to be forth-coming, to aniwer 
the Proſecution which this Houſe has addreſſed his Majeſty 
to carry on againſt him. W 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill to render the Laws 
more effectual for preventing the Stealing of Sheep and 
other Cattle. Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the better ſecuring 
the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of 

” Is 
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Officers in the Houſe of Commons. Ordered it to be en- Anno 14, Geo. 
groſſed. IL 1740. 
Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 


Election, &c. 

The * 11th. Read a ſecond time, the Bill to indemnify 
Perſons who have omitted to take the Oaths, &c. 

Read a ſecond time, the Bill for the better Preſervation 
of the public Roads of Great Britain. 

In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for licenſing 
the Importation of Victual from Ireland into Scotland in 
Time of Scarcity. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to render the Laws 
more effectual for preventing the ſtealing and deſtroying 
Sheep and other Cattle, Ordered it to the Lords. —_ 

Received a Petition of the Clothiers and Stuff-Weavers of 


Kidderminſter in Worceſterſhire, complaining of the Decay 
of the Woollen ManufaQtory, and praying Relief, &c. 

The 12th. Received ſeveral Petitions from Taunton, gung Peti 
Midſummer Norton, Welton, Paulton, Temple, High Lit- — 9 7 
tleton, and Hallitrow, alſo from Shepton-Mallet, all in the plaining of 
County of Somerſet, complaining of the Decay of the on Decay of 
Woollen Manufacture, &c. &. Alſo a Petition from Leeds fs 
in Yorkſhire relating to the ſame. b 
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* This Day Mr. Sandys, to avoid the Reflection of a diſbo- ' 
nourable Proceeding, in preferring a Charge without giving 
previous Notice, thought it proper to go from his Place to 
Sir Robert Walpole, and in a wery frank manner told him, 
that be might take Warning, and prepare to be upon his 
Guard, for that on Friday next he foould bring an Accuſation of 
ſeveral Articles againſt him. Sir Robert pauſed a little upon 
ſo une æpected a Gompliment ; but thanked him very politely for 
the Information, and ſaid, he defired no Fawour, but fair Play. 
— Mr. Sandys afterwards mentioned this Affair publicly in 
the Houſe, and ſaid, he had a Charge to make againſt an Ho- 
nonrable Member of the Houſe, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, whom he required to be in his Place to hear and anſaver it 
en Friday Morning next. — Sir Robert returned for Anſwer, 
That he ſhould certainly attend; and as he was not conſcious of 
any Crime to deſerve ſuch an Accuſation, did not doubt of being 
able to make a proper Defence, ſaying, ** Nil conſcire ſibi f, 
e nulli palleſcere Culpz.” Wh: being miſquored, occaſioned 
4 Wager of a Guinea between him and Mr. Pulteney, Sir 
Robert being convinced of his Miſtake, yielded the Wager bt, 


* the oppiſite Gentlemen took to be a good Omes on their 
Jae. 
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Anno 14, Geo. Alſo a Petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
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Commons of the City of London, in Common Council aſ- 
ſembled ; ſetting forth, That notwithſtanding the many Acts 
of Parliament that have been made to hinder the Exporta- 
tion of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland, yet the ſame 
have not proved effectual to prevent ſo great and crying an 
Evil; that to the unſpeakable Grief of the Petitioners, and 
to the abſolute Deſtruction of the Trade and Manufactures 
of theſe Kingdoms, great Quantities of Wool are every 
Year clandeſtinely exported to France, and other foreign 
Countries, by Means whereof the French in particular are 
enabled not only to rival, but even to underſell us in Cloths, 
and other Manufactures of Wool, in moſt foreign Markets, 
to the inexpreſſible Detriment of the Commerce of theſe 
Kingdoms, and their own immenſe Gain and Advantage ; 
fince it is well known that by one Pack of Britiſh, or Iriſh 
Wool, they are enabled to work up two Packs of their own, 
which, without that Help, they could not make ale of, fo 
as to interfere in any conſiderable Degree with the Manu- 
factures of this Nation: That, if the public Notoriety of 
this deſtructive Practice, is not ſufficient to prove how in- 
effectual the Laws hitherto made have been to prevent the 
clandeſtine Ex portation of Wool, the Petitioners preſume, 
that the languiſhing State of our ManufaQuures at Home, 


the continual increaſing Demand for them at foreign Mar- 


kets, together with the low Price, to which Wool is already 
reduced, muſt fully ſhew, that more effectual Means are ne- 
ceſſary to put a ſtop to the Exportation of it, and thereby 
preſerve to theſe Kingdoms that ineſtimable Gift of Provi- 
dence, the very Vitals of our Commerce, the chief and 
almoſt only Source of the Riches and Grandeur of the 
Nation; and therefore praying, &c. 

Read a firſt time a Bill to enable the Commiſſioners of 


Weſtminſter-Bridge, to raiſe a further Sum towards ſiniſhing 


the ſame. 

Agreed to the Report of che Bill for licenſing the Impor- 
tation of Victual from Ireland into Scotland, &c. Ordered 
it to be engroſſed. 

Ordered a new Writ to be iſſued out for Electing a Bur- 
geſs to ſerve in Parliament for Portimouth, in the room of 
the Honourable Charles Stewart, Vice-Admiral of the 
White, deceaſed*. | \ 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for the better ſecu- 
ring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number 

| of 


* Vice- Admiral Ver neu was elected in his Roam without 
Oppefition. 


* — * co 
e n r 


ki. 4 * * FE 
* 4 * 
- «+ 5 by 
Ss f « 4 ff ” 
4 SO Hd as. iO — 2 1 * * 
6 4 


(65) 

of Officers in the Houſe of Commons. Ordered it to the Anno 14, Geo. 
Lords. x IL 17 4p. 

The 13th. The Houſe was moved, that the Journals of WY NI 
the Houſe of the 18th of December 1685, of the 48th of | 
November 1689, of the 7th of December, and 16th of 
February 1693, and of the gth of November 1696, in 
relation to the Proceedings of the Houſe, in the Caſe of 
John Cook, Eſq; Captain Churchill, the Lord Viſcount 
Faulkland, and Mr. Manley, Member of the Houſe, might 


be read. 


Ard the ſame being read accordingly, Mr. Sandys ſtood 
up and delivered himtelf as follows: 


SIR, 1 

Among the many Advantages ariſing from our happy Sam. Sandys, 
Form of Government, there is one which is reciprocal to Eſq; 
King and People, which is, a legal and regular Method by 
which the People may lay their Grievances, Complaints, and 
Opinions, before their Sovereign ; not only with regard to 
the Meaſures he purſues, but alſo with regard to the Perſons 
he employs. In abſolute Monarchies, the People may ſuf- 
fer, they may complain, but tho' their Suffetings be public, 
their Complaints mult be private: They muſt not ſo much 
as murmur againſt their King's Meaſures or Miniſters; if 
they do, it is certain Perdition to the Few that are guilty of 
ſo much Indiſcretion, This is a moſt terrible Misfortune 
to the People in all abſolute Monarchies, and occaſions 
thoſe ſevere Puniſhments and cruel Tortures, which are ſo 
frequent in all ſuch ; but it is a Misfortune to the ablolute 
Monarch, as well as to the People under his deſpotic Sway, 
for as he has no way of coming at the Knowledge of the 
Unpopularity of his Meaſures or Miniſters, he often goes 
on purſuing the ſame Meaſures, or employing the ſame 
Miniſters, till the Diſcontents of his People become univer- 
ial and furious; and then, by a general Iaſurrection, he and 
his Miniſters are involved in one common Ruin. However 
upright his Intentions may have been, however much he 
may have been impoſed on by his Min ters, an impetuous, 
domineering Mob can ſeldom mike any Difference: The 
deipotic Monarch himſelf, and ſometimes his whole Family, 
are borne down by the Impetuoſity of the Torrent, and 
pom a Sacrifice to the Relentment of an injured Popu- 

Ace, 

* In this Kingdom, Sir, it can never be ſo, as long as the 
King allows Parliaments to fit regularly ard freely, and the 
Members of this Houſe perform faithfully the Duty they 
owe to their King, their Conſtituents, aud their Country. 

Vor. VII. | K 2 
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in Honour and Duty bound to repreſent to his Majeſty ; 3 
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x" 25 Geo As Members of this Houſe, Sir, we are obliged to repreſent ' 


to his Majeſty, not only the Grievances, but the Sentiment, 
of the People, with regard to the Meaſures he purſues, and 
the Perſons he adviſes with or employs in the-executive Pan 
of our Government; and therefore, whilſt we fit here and 
do our Duty, no general Diſcontent can ariſe, without his 
Majeſty's being informed of its Cauſes, and of the Method; 
for allay ing it: If we neglect to do ſo, or from ſelfiſh Mo- 
tives abſtain or delay giving his Majeſty a proper Infoma. 
tion and Advice upon any ſuch Occaſion, we neglect or be. 
tray not only our Duty to our Country and Conſtituents, but 
alſo our Duty to our Sovereign. : 
This, Sir, is my Opinion; this muſt be the Opinion 
of every Man who has a true Notion of our Conſtitution ; 
and therefore I can no longer delay making you the Mo. 
tion, with which I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay upon 
this Occaſion, I believe, there is not a Gentleman of this 
Houſe, who is not ſenſible, that both the foreign and do- 
meſtic Meaſures of our Government, for ſeveral Years paſt, 
have been diſſatisfactory to a great Majority of the Nation, 
I may ſay to almoſt every Man in the Nation, who has not 
been concerned in adviſing or carrying them on. I believe, 
there is not a Gentleman in this Houſe, if he will freely 
declare his Sentiments, who is not ſenſible, that one ſingle Wi 
Perſon in the Adminiſtration has not only been thought to 
be, but has actually been the chief, if not the ſole Adviſer MW 
and Promoter of all thoſe Meaſures. This is known with- 
out Doors, as well as it is within, and therefore the Diſcon- 
tents, the Reproaches, and even the Curſes of the People, 
are all directed againſt that fingle Perſon. They complain 
of our preſent Meaſures ; they have ſuffered by paſt Mea- 
ſures ; they expect no Redreſs; they expect no Alteration W 
or Amendment, whilſt he has a Share in adviſing or direct. 
ing our future. Theſe, Sir, are the Sentiments of the Peo- - 
ple with regard to that Miniſter : Theſe Sentiments we are 


and the proper Method for doing this, as eftabliſhed by our 
Conſtitution, is to addreſs his Majeſty to remove him from 
his Councils. 

Sir, if the general Diſcontent, which hath ariſen againit 
this Miniſter, were but of Yeſterday, or without any jul 
and ſolid Foundation, I ſhould expect it would ſoon blow ß 
over, and therefore ſhould not think it worthy of the No- 
tice of Parliament; but it has laſted for ſo many Years, ⁵ 
was at firſt ſo well founded, and has every Year ſince been = 
gathering, from his Conduct, ſo much additional Strength, 
that I have for ſeveral Seſlions expected ſuch a Motion, as 1 
e e am 
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ſent ; m now to make, from ſome other Gentleman, more capa- Anno 14, Ceo. 


Wr pie than I am to enforce what he propoſes ; but as no II. 1740. 


and BY Gentleman has hitherto attempted it, and as this 1s the 


* lat Seffion of this Parliament, I was unwifling it ſhoul! 
ww. expire without anſwering the People's Expectations, which, 
b in this reſpect, are ſo juſt, ſo well founded, and ſo agreeable 
5 to our Conſtitution ; therefore, I hope I ſhall be excuſed for 
ung attempting what I think my Duty, as a Member of this 
na: Houſe, and as a Friend to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. 
be: . After what I have ſaid, Sir, I believe no Gentleman 
but can miſtake the Perſon I mean: I am convinced every one 
ſuppoſes I mean the Honourable Gentleman, who fits upon 
peep the Floor, over againſt me; and the whole Houſe may ſee, 
% be takes it to himſelf. Againſt him there is, I believe, as 
ot general a popular Diſcontent, as ever was againſt any Mini- 
5 iter in this Kingdom; and this Diſcontent has laſted ſo 
- long, that J muſt ſay, his having withſtood it for ſo many 
1 Years, is no great Sign of the Freedom of our Government ; 
* for a free People nefther will nor can be governed by a 
_ Miniſter they hate or deſpiſe. As I am only to propoſe an 
" Addreſs to remove him from his Majeſty's Councils, I have 
1 no Occaſion to accuſe him of any Crime: The People's 
97 being generally diſſatisfied with him, and ſuſpicious of his 
ge Conduct, is a ſufficient Foundation for ſuch an Addreſs, and 
Fa a ſufficient Cauſe for his Majelty's removing him from his 
0 Councils; becauſe, no Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms ought 


to employ a Miniſter, who is become diſagreeable to the 
Generality. of the People ; and when any Miniſter happens 
to become ſo, it is our Duty to inform his Majeſty of it, 
that he may give Satisfaction to his People, by the Removal 
of ſuch a Minifter. 


on However, Sir, tho' I ſhall not at preſent charge this 
& Miniſter with any particular Crime, I muſt beg leave to 
w examine a little into his Conduct, in order to ſhew, that the 
oy Diſcontents of the People are not without Foundation ; and 
4 if it be true, what was, and is ſill generally ſuppoſed, it 
ar muſt be allowed, that the Methods by which he firſt advanced 
o_ himſelf to the high Offices he has ever ſince enjoyed, were 

ſuch as could not but be offenſive to every honeſt Man in the 
1 A Nation. The making and unmaking the famous Bank Con- 


rad; the ſcreening from condign Puniſhment thoſe who, 
by their wicked and avaritious Execution of the Truſt re- 
& poſed in them by the South-Sea Scheme, which had ruined 
many Thouſands : The lumping of public Juſtice, and ſub- 
jecting the leſs guilty to a Puniſhment too ſevere, in order 
that the moſt heinous Offenders might eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment they deſerved ; and the giving up to the South-Sea 

| K 2 Company 
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Anno 14, Geo Company the Sum of ſeven Millions Sterling, which they 


II. 1740. 


had obliged themſelves to pay to the Public, a great Part of 
which Sum was given to old Stockholders, and conſequent!y 
to thoſe who had never ſuffered by the Scheme; were the 
Steps by which he was ſuppoſed to have riſen to Power, and 
ſuch Steps could not but raiſe a general Diſtaſte at his Ad. 
vancement, and a Dread of his Adminiſtration. 

« Thus, Sir, he entered into the Adminiſtration with the 
general Diſapprobation of the People; and I am ure, hi 
Meaſures ſince have been far from reſtoring him to their 
Love or Eſteem. As he began, ſo has he gone on, oppreſ 
ſing the Innocent, impoſing upon the Credulous, ſcreening 
the Guilty, waſting the public Treaſure, and endangering 
the Liberties of the People. All this I could evince from 
every Step of his Adminiſtration, from the Beginning to this 
very Day, but I ſhall confine myſelf to ſome of the moſt re. 


markable Inſtances. In general, I ſhall obſerve, that by | 


his Advice and Influence a much greater Army has all along 
been kept up than was neceſſary be the Support of our Go. 
vernment, or conſiſtent with our Conſtitution, and even that 
Army often augmented without any real Cauſe : That many 
Squadrons have been fitted out, to the great Expence of the 
Nation, and general Diſturbance of our Trade, without any 
juſt Cauſe, and, I believe, without fo much as a Deſign to em- 
ploy them effectually, either againſt our Enemies, or for the 
Aſſiſlance of our Allies: That every Method propoſed of late 
Years for ſecuring our Conftitution againſt our molt dange- 
rous Enemy, Corruption, has been, by his Means, rejected, 
or rendered ineffectual; whilſt, on the other hand, many penal 
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Laws have been paſſed, which have reduced a great Number ; 


of his Majefty's Subjects under the arbitrary Power cf a 
Miniſter aud his Creatures: That almoſt every Article of 


public Expence has been encreaſed by the Addition of neu 


and uſeleſs Officers; and all Enquiries into the Management 


of any Public Money, either prevented or defeated : That $ 


Votes of Credit at the End of a Seſſion of Parliament, which 
have always been thought of dangerous Conſequence to our 


Conſtitution, have by him been made ſo frequent, that few 
Seſſions have paſſed without one: That the Expence of the 
Civil Lift has been vaſtly increaſed ſince the Beginning of WM 
his Adminiſtration, tho' it was then much greater than it had 
ever amounted to in former Times. To theſe, Sir, which 
are all of a domeſtic Nature, I ſhall add, with regard to Þ 
our foreign Affairs, that ever ſince his Advice begas to be 
| prevalent in our foreign Affairs, the Trade and particular 
Intereſt of this Nation have in all Treaties and Negociations | 
been neglected, the Confidence of our moſt natural Allie: 
| diſregarded, 
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diſregarded, and the Favour of our moſt dangerous Enemies Anno 14, Geo. 
courted ; and that to this moſt unaccountable Conduct, the II. 1740: 
preſent melancholy Situation of the Affürs of Europe is 

principally to be aſcribed. 

I know, Sir, it will be objected, that as every material 
Step in the Jate Conduct of our Public Affairs, either at 
home or abroad, has been authorized or approved of by 
Parliament, what I have ſaid muſt be look'd on as a general 
Charge againſt his Majeſty's Councils and our Parliaments, 
rather than a perſonal Charge againſt any one Miniſter ; 
but this, upon a due Conſideration, becomes the molt heavy, 
and the moſt evident Charge againſt the Miniſter I aim at. 
According to our Conſtitution, we can have no ſole and 
prime Miniſter : We out always to have. ſeveral prime 
Miniſters or Officers of State : Every ſuch Officer has his 
own proper Department; and no Officer ought to meddle 
in the Affairs belonging to the Department of another. But 
it is publicly known, that this Miniſter, having obtained a 
ſole Influence over all our public Councils, has not only aſ- 

| ſumed the ſole Direction of all public Affairs, but has got 
every Officer of State removed that would not follow his 
Direction, even in the Affairs belonging to his own proper 
Department. By this means he hath monopolized all the 
Favours of the Crown, and engroſſed the ſole Diſpoſal of all 
Places, Penſions, Titles, and Ribbons, as well as of all Pre- 
ferments, civil, military, or eccleſiaſtical. 

This, Sir, is of itſelf a molt heinous Offence againſt 
our Conſtitution; but he has greatly aggravated the Hei- 
nouſneſs of his Crime ; for, having thus monopolizedall the 
Favours of the Crown, he has made a blind Submiſſion to 
his Direction at Elections and in Parliament, the only 
Ground to hope for any Honours or Preferments, and the 
only Tenure by which any Gentleman could preſerve what 

he had. This is ſo notoriouſly known, that it can ſtand in 

need of no Proof. Have not many deſerving Gentlemen 

been diſappointed in the Preferment they had a juſt Title to, 

upon the bare Suſpicion of not being blindly devoted to his 

perſonal Intereit? Have not ſome Perſons of the higheſt 

Rank and mot illuſtrious Characters been diſplaced, for no 

other Reaſon than becauſe they diſdained to ſacrifice their 

Honour and Conſcience to his Direction in Parliament. As 

no Crime, no Neglect, no Miſbehaviour could ever be ob- 

jected to them, as no other Reaſon could ever be aſſigned for 

depriving the Crown of their Service, this only could be 

the Reaſon. Nay, has not this Miniſter himſelf not only 

confeſſed it, but boaſted of it? Has he not ſaid, and in this 

Houſe too, that he would be a pitiful Fcllow of a un. 
wao 


| 
| 
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in Parliament ? 

« Can any Gentleman who heard this Declaration defire 
a Proof of the Miniſter's Miſconduct, or of his Crimes: 
Was / not this openly avowing one of the moſt heinous 
Crimes that can be committed by a Miniſter in this King- 
dom? Was it not avowing that he had made uſe of the 
Favours of the Crown for obtaining a corrrupt Majority in 


both Houſes of Parliament, and keeping that Majority in a 


ſlaviſn Dependance upon himſelf alone? Do not we all 
know, that even the King himſelf is not, by our Conſtitu- 
tion, to take Notice of any Man's Behaviour in Parliament, 
far leſs to make that Behaviour a Means by which he is to 
obtain, or a Tenure by which he is to hold, the Favour of 
the Crown ? And ſhall we allow a Miniſter not only to do, 
but openly to avow, what he ought to be hanged for, ſhould 
he adviſe his Sovereign to do ſo? It is by Means of this 
Crime, Sir, that the Miniſter I am ſpeaking of has obtained 
the Authority or Approbation of Parliament in every Step 


of his Conduct, and therefore that Authority or Approbation 


is ſo far from being an Alleviation, that it is a moſt heavy 
Aggravation of every wrong Step which he has thus got 
authoriſed or approved of by Parliament. For this Reaſon, 
in conſidering any particular Step of his Conduct, its being 
authoriſed or approved by Parliament, can have no Weight 
in his Favour, whatever it may have againſt him, If the 
Step was in itſelf weak or wicked, or if it now appears 
from its Conſequences to have been ſo, its having been ap- 
proved of, or authoriſed by Parliament, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have proceeded either from his having miſled the Parliament 
by falſe Gloſſes and Aſſeverations, or from his having over- 
awed a Majority by means of that Crime which he has fince 

openly avowed. 
© Having thus obviated an Objection that may be made 
againlt any particular Accuſation, as well as againſt the 
general Accuſations I have already mentioned, I ſhall juſt 
hint at ſome of the particular Branches of MiſconduQ he 
has been guilty of in the long Courſe of his Adminiſtration ; 
and amovg theſe, the ſmall Progreſs we have made in the 
Diſcharge of our Public Debt moſt juſtly deſerves the firſt 
Place. It is really ſurprizing, that the National Debt ſhould 
now be as much, if not more than it was in the Year 1725, 
when our Miniſter firſt took it into his Head to pull down the 
overgrown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria. In the Year 1716, 
the public Debt was computed to amount to no more than 
47,894,950]. but by ſome Articles then omitted, and by many 
extraordinary Allowances afterwards made, eſpecially thoſe 
ND relating 
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relating to Army-Debentures, in which this Gentleman had Anno 14, Geo. 
a very remarkable Share, the public Debt, as it then ſtood, II. 1740. 
was made to amount to 5 1, 00, oool. Of this Sum there 
was, in or before the Year 1725, paid off about 5,000,000], 
which reduced it to 46, ooo, oool. and as the Sinking- Fund 
wis to receive a great Addition in the Year 1727, by the 
Reduction of Intereſt, we had a Proſpect of having a great 
Part of our public Debts paid off in a few Years, eſpecially 
as the Tranquillity of Europe, or at leaſt of this Nation, 
ſeemed to be eſtabliſhed by the Treaty concluded that Year 
at Vienna, between the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
But our Miniſter was, it ſeems, ſenſible of the Power and 
Influence he acquired by means of this Load of Debt, and 
by the many Taxes impoſed for the Payment of it. He 
knew that theſe Taxes, while they continue, muſt always 
make a great Number of Officers and Placemen neceſſary ; 
andas be had the placing, preferring, and diſplacing of all 
theſe Officers at his arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, he knew 
what Weight this gave to his Influence, both at Elections 
and in Parliament. For this Reaſon he has employed all 
his Art to prevent our being able to pay off any Part of our 
old debt, or if we paid off with one Hand, he has taken 
care to make us contract as much with the other, ſo that the 
National Debt is now much about the ſame, or rather more, 
than it was in the Vear 1725, tho' the Nation had never, in 
all that Time, been involved in any extraordinary Expence, 
but what has been unneceſſarily brought upon it by his Art 
or Miſconduct, a 

« I ſay, Sir, his Art or Miſconduct, either of which is 
certainly a moſt ſufficient Cauſe to remove him from his 
Majeſty's Councils; but I am apt to believe, there was 
ſomething of Art or Deſign, as well as Miſconduct in it; for 
he really ſeems to have been afraid of having our Debts 
diminiſhed, for fear of the Conſequence, which muſt have 
been that of aboliſhing ſome of our molt burdenſome and 
= pernicious Taxes; otherwiſe it was impoſſible he could 
= have taken ſo much Pains as he did, to defeat a Scheme 
5 offered a few Years ſince by a worthy Member of this 
4 Houſe, for reducing the Intereſt payable upon the National 

Debt, and for putting the whole upon a certain Footing of 

= being diſcharged in a Courle of Years, without its being in 
= the Power of any ſuch Miniſter as he to prevent it. Io 
. find Fault with the defeating of this Scheme, may likewile 
; be ſaid to be an Accuſation brought againſt this very Parlia- 
Y 
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ment; but it is well known by whom, and by whole Influ- 
ence it was defeated. I am pretty ſure, it is the general 
Opinion without Doors, that it was not by the Influence of 

l Argument; 


* 
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Anno 14, Geo Argument; but if the Defeat was owing to that J nfluence, 


as I hope it was, lam convinced, that moſt of thoſe who 


WW ND were ſwayed by that Influence, are now ſenfible of their 


Error, and heartily wiſh they had conſidered better of it; 
for I am afraid we ſhall never again meet with ſo favourable 
an Opportunity, 3 4 

But, Sir, the next Step of Miſconduct I ſhall take notice 
of, is of a different Nature; it is a Step that happened not 
to meet with the Approbation of Parliament, tho' I do not 
queſtion its having been ſupported and enforced by all the 
Methods uſual of late Years, in ſuch Caſes. I make no 
Doubt but every one, who poſſeſſed or hoped for any 
Place or Office under the Crown, were threatned with a Dil- 
appointment to their Hopes, or the Loſs of the Places they 
poſſeſſed. if they voted againſt it; and my Reaſon for not 


doubting of this is, becauſe ſeveral Noblemen aud Gentle. 


men were the very next Vear turned out of every Place 
the Crown could take from them, for no other apparent 
Reaſon, but becauſe they or their Friends voted againſt 
that miniiterial Project; and, ſo far as I can recollect, I do not 
remember, that any one who voted againſt it has ever ſince 
obtained a Favour from the Crown, un.els it be ſuch, as have, 
by their Conduct ſince, ſhewn, that they heartily repented of 
their Stubbornnels at that T'ime, I believe every one that 
hears me will ſuppoſe I mean the Exciſe-Scheme, which 
was certainly one of the weakelt, or one of the wickedeſt 
Projects that was ever ſet on Foot, or countenanced, by any 
Miniſter in this Kingdom. If our Miniſter was ſenſible of 
the great Power that Scheme would have placed in the Hands 
of a Miniſter, and had really formed a Deſign to overturn 
by that Means the Liberty of the People, he ought to be not 
only removed, but puniſhed for his Wickedneis; and if he 
was not ſenſible of the Danger that would accrue from that 
Scheme to our Conltitution, if he had really no View, but 
the precarious Hope of thereby making a little Addition 
to the public Revenue, particularly to the Civil-Liſt, I muſt 
ſay, his Weakneſs was amazing ; for it ſhewed, that he nei- 
ther underſtood the Genius of our Conſtitution, nor the Ges 
nius of our People. If he had underitood the Genius of 
our Conſtitution, he could not but be ſenſible of the deſtruc- 
tive Effects that Scheme mult neceſſarily have had upon it: 
If he had underſtood the Genius of our People, it is impoſ- 
fible to ſuppoſe, he wouid have adviſed his Majeſty to have 
forfeited the AﬀeCtions of the whole People, for the ſake 


of making an uncertain, and at beſt, but a trifling Addition 


to the Public, or Civil-Liſt Revenue. 
Thus, 
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« Thus, Sir, if he had never been guilty of any other 
Crime or Overſight, for this Project alone he deſerves at 
leaſt to be removed from his Majeſty's Councils; and the 
Reſentment he ſhewed againſt thoſe, who voted againſt this 
his favourite Scheme, is a Proof of what he now publicly 
avows, that he has made uſe of, that he will make uſe of, the 
Favours of the Crown, for obtaining a corrupt Majority in 
both Houles of Parliament. What happened upon this Oc- 
cafion, is an evident Demonſtration, that he has by ſuch 
Means already got, in a great meaſure, the Nomination of 
the ſixteen Peers to repreſent the Peerage of Scotland in the 
other Houſe of Parliament. We may remember, that ſeven 
or eight of the ſixteen, who then ſat in the other Houle, 
declared openly againſt this Scheme, and prevailed with 
ZW moſt of their Friends in this, to vote againſt it: What was 
che Conſequence ? Every one of them, tho" they had great 
ES perſonal Intereſt among the Peers of Scotland, were, at the 
next Election, excluded by this Miniſter's Intereſt from being 
W rechoſen ; and every one of them that enjoyed any Poſt, 
during the Pleaſure of the Crown, had the Honour to be 
= dilmifſed his Majeſty's Service; I ſay, the Honour, becauſe, 


can beſtow. 
It would be endleſs, Sir, to recount every falſe Step this 
8 Miniſter has made in the Conduct of our domeſtic Affairs, 
and therefore I ſh:1| mention only one more, which is the 
ſeeming Approbation he procured, but two Years ago, from 
Parliament, of that Convention which he had juſt before 
concluded with Spain. As the Convention itſelf relates to 
our foreign Affairs, I ſhall not here enter into the Merits of 
it; I ſhall here conſider only the Method he took to obtain a 
ſeeming Approbation of it from Parliament, which was by 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſeverations, that the Spaniſh Court was ſenſi- 
ble of its having been in the Wrong to this Nation ; that its 
agreeing to pay 200,000]. as he reckoned it, to us in name 
Jof Damages, was an Acknowledginent of its having been 
in the Wrong; and that his Catholic Majeſty and his Mini- 
ſters were ſtrongly and fincerely inclined to do us Juſtice, 
with regard to the future Security of our Trade and Naviga- 
tion in the American Seas ; from whence he concluded, that 
tho' we had not got all we might expect by the Convention, 
which was but a preliminary T'reaty, yet it was a good 
Foundation to build on, and might probably, if the Houſe 
agreed to the Addreſs'tzen moved for, produce a ſolid a:d 
WF laſting Peace; whercas, if the Addreſs ſhould be diſagreed 
to, the immediate Conſequence would be a War with Spain. 
Vot, VII. : 


*% 


: in ſuch a Caſe, I think it is the greateſt Honour the Crown 
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Anno 14, Geo. «1 may appeal, Sir, almoſt to every Gentleman that 


II. 17 40. 


hears me, if this was not the Strength of the Argument in 
favour of that Addreſs : I may appeal to many that voted 
for it; if their depending upon the Truth of theſe Afeeve. 
rations was not the only Reaſon for their agreeing to ſo 
much as a ſeeming Approbation of that infamous Conven- 
tion ; but from the Conſequences, and likewiſe from the 
Papers, imperfe& as they are, laid before us, it now appears, 
that there was not the leaſt Ground for any of theſe Aſſe. 
verations. It appears, that Spain inſiſted upon having our 
Navigation in the American Seas regulated, that is to ſay, 
they inſiſted it ſhould not be free: That Spain inſiſted upon 
our South-Sea Company's paying them a moſt unjuſt De- 
mand of 68,000]. which reduced the Sum they were to pay 
us by the Convention, to 27,0001. and this was not near the 
Value of the Ships they had before acknowledged to have 
been unjuſtly taken from us, and had aQually diſpatched 
Orders to the Weſt-Indies for their Reſtitution, as appears 
upon the Face of the Convention itſelf ; ſo that their agree- 
ing to pay this Sum was far from being even a tacit Ac- 
knowledgment of their having no Right to ſtop and ſearch 
our Ships upon the high Seas, and to ſeize and confiſcate 
them, if they had any of thoſe Goods on board, which the 
Spaniards are pleaſed to call contraband : It was only an 


| Acknowledgment, that ſome of our Ships had been, even 


upon this Foeting, unjultly ſeized, which the Spaniſh Court 
had expreſsly acknowledged, long before the Convention 
was thought of: Theſe, Sir, were the Terms the Spaniards 
inſiſted on; and they farther inſiſted, as now plainly ap- 

ears, that we ſhould keep no Squadron at Gibraltar or 

ortmahon, notwithſtanding their being now a Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions; from whence they would, I ſuppoſe, 
have taken Occaſion in a ſhort time to infiſt, againſt us at 
leaſt, that they had a Dominion over the Mediterranean, as 
well as the American Seas, and that our Ships ſhould not 
fail in the former no more than in the latter, but by their 
leave, and according to ſuch Directions, or if you pleaſe, 
Regulations, as they ſhould preſcribe. 

* Theſe, I ſay, Sir, were the Terms of Peace the Spani- 
ards inſiſted on: Unleſs we ſhould agree to theſe hard and 
diſhonourable Terms, the Spaniſh Court never ſhewed the 
leaſt Inclination to live in Peace with us, as appears from 
the whole Tenor of our Negotiations previous to the Con- 


vention. Can we ſuppoſe that our prime and ſole Miniſter x 
was ignorant of this? Can we ſuppoſe that he believed ot 


imagined, that a ſafe and honourable Peace could be con: 
cluded with Spain upon the Footing of the Convention, ©! 
upon 
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; WF {ach Conditions? What then can we think of the Argument 
he made uſe of for obtaining from Parliament a fort of Ap. 
probation of his Convention? Muſt not we conclude, that 
for this Purpoſe he aſſerted what he knew to be falſe? And 
ſhall we ſuffer a Man to fit, and to bear the chief Sway in 
the Councils of our Sovereign, who, in order to impoſe a 
diſhonourable Treaty upon his King and Country, aſſerted 
in open Parliament what he knew to be abſolutely falſe ? 

I ſhall now beg leave, Sir, to take notice of ſome of 
the moſt remarkable Errors, if not Crimes, in our Miniſter's 
Conduct, with regard to foreign Affairs. Here too his 
Adminiſtration began with a Meaſure that could not but be 
diſagreeable to the People, becauſe it was diſhonourable to the 
Nation : It began with a Treaty of Peace with Spain, by 
which we agreed to reſtore the Ships we had taken from that 
Nation in an open and juſt War; and with a Negotiation, L 
ſhall not ſay an Engagement, to reſtore Gibraltar and Port- 
Mahon, without ſtipulating any Thing for the Advantage 
of this Nation, or obtaining an Explanation of thoſe Trea- 
ties, which even then had been miſrepreſented on the Part of 
Spain. Soon after-this, he entered into that cloſe Friendſhip 
and Correſpondence with the Court of France, which, to the 
infinite Diſadvantage of this Nation, has continued ever 
ſince, and which has now at laſt brought the Balance of 
Power into the utmoſt Danger, if not to inevitable Ruin. 
But the moſt remarkable and the moſt pernicious of all his 
pernicious Meaſures was, the Conceit he took into his Head 
in the Year of 1725, that the Houſe of Auſtria was grown 
too powerful, and ought therefore to be pulled down. This 
Conceit, whether his own, or of French Original, made him 
infuſe into bis late Majeſty thoſe frightful Notions of the 
dangerous but impracticable Engagements, which the Empe- 
ror and Spain had entered into, by the Treaty concluded be- 
tween them at Vienna in that Year; and this produc'd the 
Treaty of Hanover, which loaded this Nation with the Ex- 
pence of ſeveral uſeleſs Squadrons, a great Addition of uſeleſs 
regular Troops, and which was the moſt uſeleſs of all, a 
great Body of Heſſian Troops for ſeveral Years, and large 
Subſidies to foreign Princes, whilſt our Allies the French, 
who had certainly more to fear than we had, from that Con- 
junction between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, neither 
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either with Spain or the Emperor ; but purſued their Trade 
in ſafety, during the Time that our Trade to Spain was en- 
tirely opt, and our Trade to every other Part of the World 

"WY interrupted 


put themſelves to any Expence, nor pick'd any Quarrels 


n any other Footing, whilſt they continued to inſiſt upon Anno 14, Geo, 


II .19 40. 


II. 17 40. 
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Anno 14,Geo interrupted by Spaniſh Privateers, fitted out and manned by 


French Subjects. 
« I need not mention particularly the ſeveral Negotia. 
tions, Preliminaries, Pacifications, Conventions and Treaties, 


which this Treaty of Hanover gave Birth to, for every Ne. 


gotiation we have carried on, and every Treaty we have con. 
cluded fince that Time, may be ſaid to proceed from that 
Original; and every one of them may juſtiy be called a 
true Copy of the Original. They have been a perfect Series 
of Blunders, and, like a Neſt of Pill-Boxes from Germany, 
ſeem to be encloſed in one another, with nothing but Empti- 
re's in any of them; for 1 defy any Man to ſhew me one 
Advantage this Nation has reaped from any Treaty we have 
negotiated for twenty Years paſt. From the laſt Treaty, 
indeed, I mean the Convention, it may be ſaid, we have reap. 
ed ſome Advantage, becauſe it forc'd us into a War, which 
1s certainly more eligible than the deſtructive and diſhonour- 
able Method of Negotiation, we had for ſo many Years. be. 
fore been involved in; and this War might have been at- 
tended with a real Advantage, if our Miniſter had thought 
fit to puſh it, either with Vigour or common Diſcretion; 
but in the Proſecution of the War he has acted more weakly, 
or more wickedly, than he did in the Time of Peace: In 
Time of Peace, he made us become the Scoff of the Nations 
around about us, by the Tediouſneſs and Perplexity of his 
Negotiations : In Time cf War, he has made us an Object 
of Scorn to our Eremies, and an Object of Pity to our 
Friends, by the Vaſtneſs of his Preparations and the Puſfillz+ 
nimity of his Actions. Our ſrade has been both oppreſſed 
and neglected for the Sake of fitting out mighty Squadrons, 
and our Squadrons have been ſent out, either with Orders te 
do nothing, or without Materials proper for doing any 
Thing. By this ConduR, Sir, our Enemies have been en- 
riched with our Spoils, and our own People oppreſſed with 
Armies, which either ſhould not have been raiſed, or ſhould 
have been fent out to vindicate the Honour of their Country. 
Shall we in this Houſe fit ſtill and fee the Councils of our 
Sovereign directed by a Miniſter, who has thus, both in 
Peace and War, expoſed our Country to Scorn and Deriſion! 
I beg Pardon, Sir, for taking up ſo much of your Time; 
but the Subject is ſo copious, that it is difficult to pick out 
thoſe Facts that are mott proper to be mentioned; and every 
Part of his long Adminiſtration is: fall of ſuch oppreflive and 
dangerous Schemes, or ſuch unaccountable Blunders, that 
it is not eaſy for one who has a true Regard for his King 
and Country, to paſs any of them over in Silence. I have 
mentioned but a few; what I have mentioned will ſhew, 
| tha: 
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that the Diſcontents of the People are far from being ground- Anno 14, Geo. 
leſs; but ſuppoſe they were, they would nevertheleſs be a II. 1740. Ly 
ſufficient Foundation for the Addreſs I am to propoſe ; for «| 
no Man, who has been ſo unfortunate as to incur the public 4 
Hatred, ought to have any Share in his Majeſty's Confidence I: 
or Councils. It his Majeſty were ſenſible of it, I am ſure, he F 
has ſuch a Regard for the Affections of his People, that he 
would not allow ſuch a Man to approach his Perſon or Pa- 
lace ; and as it is our Duty to inform his Majeſty, how de. 
teltable this Miaitter is to the Majority of his People, we 
ought to take the proper Way for giving our Sovereign this 
Information, Which is, by addreſſing him to remove ſuch a 
Miniſter from his Councils. 

« But farther, Sir, ſuppoſe this Miniſter had never been 
guilty of any Crime, Error, or Overſight in his public Con- 


h 1 duct; ſuppoſe the People had all along been perfectly pleas'd 
. with his Adminiſtration, yet the very Length of it is, in a 
fee Country, ſufficient Cauſe for removing him. [tis a moſt 


to continue too long in the Poſſeſſion of great Power: Moſt 
Common-wealths have been overturned by this very Over- 


dangerous Thing in a free Government, to allow any Man 
ſight ; and in this Country, we know how difficult it has 


n otten proved, for our Parliament to draw an old Favourite 
$ from behind the Throne, even when he has been guilty of 
s WE the molt henious Crimes. I wiſh this may not be our Caſe 
i WT at preſent; for tho' I ſhall not ſay, nor have I at preſent 


any Occafion for ſhewing, that the Favourite I am now com- 
0 plaining of has been guilty of heinous Crimes, yet I will 
gay, that there is a very general Suſpicion againſt him, that 
this Suſpicion is juſtified by the preſent Situation of our 
Affairs both at Home and Abroad, and that it is ridiculous 
to expect, that any proper Diſcovery ſhould be made, as 
long as he is in Poſſeſſion of all the Proofs, and has the 
Diſtribution of all the Penalties the Crown can inflict, as 
well as of all the Favours the Crown can beſtow. Remove 
him from the King's Councils and Preſence; remove him 
from thoſe high Offices and Power he is now poſſeſſed of, 
if he has been guilty of any Crimes, the Proof may then 
be come at, and the Witneſſes againſt him will not be afraid 
to appear: Till you do this, it is impoſſible to determine, 
whether he is guilty or innocent; and, conſidering the uni- 
verſal Clamour againſt him, it is high Time to reduce him 
to ſuch a Condition, as that he may be brought to a fair, an 
impartial, and a ſtrict Account. If he were conſcious of 
his being entirely innocent, and had a due Regard to the 
Security and Glory of his Maſter and Sovereign, he would 


have choſe to have put himſelf into this Condition * 
ore 
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Anno 14, Geo. fore this Time: Since he has not thought fit to do ſo, it is 
II. 1740. our Duty to endeavour to do it for him; and therefore [ 
man conclude with moving, That an humble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to remove the Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole, Knight 
of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, firſt Commiſſioner, 
Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one 
of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, from his 

Majeſty's Preſence and Councils tor ever. 


Mr. Pelham. 


St x, 


Mr. Pelham. As we have oſten been threatened with ſome ſuch Motion 
as this, I have for a long time expected it with Impatience, 
becauſe I imagined, they who thus threatened had made 
ſome Diſcoveries, which the World had never been in the 
leaſt appriſed of. I little expected they would have at- 
tempted to blacken the Character of an Honourable Gentle- 
man, who has ſerved his Country for many Years, 1n many 
high Offices, and in three ſeveral Reigns, and always, in my 
Opinion, with great Wiſdom and Integrity: I fay, I little 
expected to find any Attempt made to blacken ſuch a Gen- 
tleman's Character, upon bare Surmiſes and general Argu- 
ments, which have been all fully anſwered, again and again, 
both within Doors and without; and I muſt ſay, I am very 
much ſurpriſed to find this Attempt made by Gentlemen, 
who have never been ſuſpected of being Enemies to our 
preſent happy Eitabliſhment. If the Nation had now again 
been ſo unfortunate, as to have a Majority of this Houle 
conſiſting of ſuch as were ſecret Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, I ſhould not have wondered to find this Gentle- 
man's Character attacked, as it has been once before by ſuch 
Men : I ſhould not have wondered to have heard a Motion 
made for removing him from his Majeſty's Councils and 
Preſence, for this very Reaſon, becauſe he has ſhewn, that 
he deſerves to be there; but l am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a 

Motion made by thoſe, who have always profeſſed, and J 
believe fincerely profeſſed, themſelves Friends to our happy 
Conſtitution, and to that upon which it depends, our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment; becauſe ſuch a Motion upon ſuch a 
ſlender Foundation I take to be inconſiſtent with both. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that this Houſe may addreſs the King 
to remove any one of his Servants: I ſhall grant, we have 
Precedents for ſuch an Addreſs ; but I will ſay, the Prece- 
dents are very few, and I believe, no one upon our Journals 
for removing a Miniſter, who was not accuſed of ſomething 
that was acknowledged to be a Crime. Is this the Caſe at 

| preſent ? 
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reſent? Has the Honourable Gentleman who made you the Anno 14, Gee. 
Motion, mentioned any one particular Fa& that is acknow- 
ledged to be a Crime? He ſays, the Gentleman he defires CY IJ 
to be removed, is an unpopular Miniiter : That he has in- 
curred the Hatred of the People in general ; and that no 
Man ought to be continued in his Majeſty's Councils or 


Preſence, who has had the Misfortune to do ſo. This Argu- 


ment, Sir, has, I think, the Misfortune to labour under two 
Imperfections. The Premiſes I muſt look on, as a ſort of 


begging the Queſtion ; and the Concluſion is not, I think, 


deducible from the Premiſes. The Honourable Gentleman, 


whoſe Conduct is the Subject of this Debate, may not, per- 
haps, be the Minion of the Mob, which no Miniſter ever 
can, who purſues, wiſely, ſteadily, and invariably, the true 
Intereſt of his Country; eſpecially, if he continues for a 
great Number of Years to have a principal Share in the 
Adminiſtration : The Populace in all Countries love to be 
diverted with Changes, and aſtoniſhed with extraordinary 
Events; and therefore they are apt to grow weary of a 


| Miniſter who continues long in Place, and does not, with or 


without Reaſon, involve his Country in War, which is the 
only Method by which he can entertain them with wonder- 
ful Events. But that this Gentleman has incurred the Ha- 
tred of the better ſort of People in general, I believe, will 
appear to be a Miſtake, by the Fate of this very Motion: 
for as the Members of this Houſe are their Repreſentatives, 
I ſhall always judge of their Sentiments by what appears to 
be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Aſſembly. 
However, ſuppoſe, Sir, it were indubitably true, that 
this Miniſter had incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Majority 
of all Ranks of People, I do not think this a good Reaſon 
for branding his Character with ſuch a Stigma, as an Ad- 
dreſs of this Houſe to remove him from his Majeſty's 
Councils and Preſence for ever. A famous Poet, who ſhewed 
himſelf a good Politician, as well as an excellent Judge of 
Mankind, has, in talking of a virtuous Man, laid this down 
as a Maxim; | 


Non ſumit aut ponit ſecures 
Arbitrio popularis auræ. 


The People, even thoſe of the better ſort, are but very bad 
Judges of a Man's Virtue or Wiſdom, and they are much 
worſe Judges of a Miniſter's Conduct in politica! Affairs; for 
In order to judge rightly of this, we muſt have a thorough 
Knowledge, not only of the Intereſts and Circumſtances of 
our Country, but of the Circumſtances, Intereſts, and Views 
of all the foreign Courts we have any thing to do with; and 
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perfectly acquainted with the Characters of thoſe who bear 


WWN the principal Sway at each. Can we ſuppoſe any Man of 


inferior Rank to have ſuch a Knowledge? It is a Knoy. 
ledge, Sir, that can be acquired by none but thoſe of high 
Rank, or ſuch as have been in ſome eminent Station; and 
therefore we are not to condemn the Conduct of a Miniſter, 
for no other Reaſon but becauſe it is complained of by the 
Majority of the People, nor ought ſuch a general Complaint 
to be admitted as a good Reaſon for removing him from the 
King's Councils or Preſence, Among the many other Per. 
fections of our Conſtitution, this is one, and none of the 
leaſt, that the Common-wealth is not to be deprived of the 
Service or Advice of a wile and faithful Magiſtrate or Mini- 
ſer, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe a general, but ground. 
leſs Clamour has been raiſed againit ſome Parts of his Con- 
duct; therefore, whatever Clamours may have been raiſed 
againſt ſome Parts of his Conduct, they ought not of them- 
ſelves to be of any Weight in this Debate, even tho? it were 
proved, that the Honourable Gentleman, now defired to be 
removed, had all along had not only the chief, but the ſole 


Direction of all our public Affairs, which has not been at- 


tempted to be proved, tho” I confeſs, it has been firongly 
aſſerted ; but if I ſhould take upon me to aſſert the contrary, 
I muſt think I have an equal Title to be believed, becauſe, 
conſidering how long, and in what Stations I have ſerved his 
Majeſty, my Knowledge of the Fact mult be at leaſt as well 
founded, and I hope, my Veracity is equally to be depended on. 

The Grounds of the Clamours and Complaints, either 
within Doors or without, are therefore to be ſtriQly ex- 
amined, becauſe they are the only Arguments that can have 
any Weight in this Debate ; and as there has been nothing 
new advanced upon this Head, whatever Pleaſure Gentlemen 
may take in repeating the ObjeQions that were made, at the 
reſpective and only proper Times, to the ſeveral Steps of our 
public Conduct now complained of, 1 hope, Sir, they will 
pardon me, if I do not take up your Time with repeating 
the Anſwers then made to them, which were ſo fatisf:Qory, 
that all the Meaſures now complained of, except, I think, 
but one, met with the Approbation of one or both Houſes of 
Parliament, or with the final Approbation of either; but, ſo far 
as it proceeded, it met with the Approbation of this Houle, 
and it was not dropt becauſe it was bad in itſelf, but becaule 
of the Spirit that had been raiſed againſt it without Doors. 
In all Countries there are certain Prejudices which nothing 
but abſolute Power can get the better of. In this Country a 
general Exciſe has been made ſuch a Bugbear, that the Peo- 
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ple are frightned at every Thing which has bat the leaſt Anno 14, Geo, 
Reſemblance of it; and this was the Caſe with regard to the IL 1747. 
new Method then propoſed for raiſing the Duties upon Wine 

and Tobacco, which might as well have been called a general 

Maſſacre as a general Exciſe. A general Exciſe, Sir, is 

when a Duty is laid upon every Thing a Man can eat, 

drink, or conſume; and that Duty raiſed not upon the 

Importer and Manufacturer, but upon the Retailer and 

Conſumer. This, indeed, would be a terrible Grievance ; 


but was there apy Thing like this in the Exciſe Scheme? 


At that Time there were, and are ſtill, heavy Duties upon 


Wines and Tobacco: Theſe Duties had before been raiſed 
by Way of Cultom upon the Importation, which had occa- 
ſioned great Frauds and Abules ; therefore, to prevent theſe 
| Frauds, and to encourage the fair Trader, it was propoſed to 

raiſe them, for the future, not upon the Conſumer, for this 
would have look'd ſomething like a general Exciſe, but upon 
the Retailers, and upon them only. This, I ttill think, Sir, 
was neither a bad, nor an oppreſſive, nor a dangerous Scheme; 
but if, upon a more mature Deliberation, it had appeared to 
de ſo, the Honourable Gentleman, who at firſt patronized it, 


is not to be condemned, becauſe as ſoon as he {aw that the 
People thought it fo, tho' he perhaps thought otherwiſe, yet 
he freely gave it up. Miniſters, Sir, are not infallible : No 


good Miniſter will pretend to be ſo; and therefore, the moſt 


we can expect is, that they ſhould alter their Conduct as ſoon 
as they diſcover their Error, One of the wiſeſt and greateſt 


| Sovereigns we ever had, tho' adviſed by a very good and 


able Minifter, fell into an Error: I mean the Cafe of Mo- 
nopolies, in Queen Elizabeth's Time ; but as ſoon as ſhe dif- 
covered it, ſhe corrected it and upon that Occaſion made ſuch 
a Speech, by Way of Anſwer to the Addreſs of this Houſe, 
as ought to be hung up in the Cabinet of every ſovereign 
Prince, The Parliament was ſo far from condemning the 


| Minitter, for his having adviſed theſe \lonopolies, that this 


Houſe fent a ſolemn Deputation to thank the Queen for re- 
voking her Patents, in Anſwer to which ſhe made the Speech 
[ have mentiched. Therefore, ſuppoſing the Exciſe Scheme 
to have beer: a very bad one, we have no Reaſon to blame 
any Miniiicr for it; becauſe it was given up as ſoon as it 
was found to be difagreeable to the People. 

* As to the Methods that were taken in the Year 
I721, for reſtoring public Credit, and for puniſhing thoſe 


who had brought it to the very Brink of Deſtruction, they 
were ſo much approved of at that Time, both within Doors 
and without, that I am ſurprized to hear them now com- 

Vor. VII. ũ plained 
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ally and amazingly reſtored, and the Guilty were condignly Wi . 
puniſhed, without either Severity or Partiality ; and by r. n A 
ducing the Intereſt payable to the Proprietors of the South. duce 
Sea Stock, as it was then augmented and eſtabliſhed, a mot bv 
extraordinary Advantage has accrued to the Public. Thee 
Facts are ſo notorious, and the Arguments in Favour of why 
was done at that Time, are ſo recent in every Man's Memo. 
ry, that I ſhonld not trouble you with Proofs of the former, 
or a Repetition of the latter. And for the ſame Reaſon, | 
think it unneceſſary to trouble you with a Re- juſtification o 
the Hanover Treaty, or any of the Meaſures conſequen: 
thereupon. But as to the Complaint relating to the Con. 
vention, and the Arguments made uſe of in Favour of the 
Addreſs propoſed, when that Treaty was under the Conſide. 
ration of this Houſe, as it is ſomething new, I ſhall beg 


leave to make ſome few Remarks upon it. 

In the firſt Place, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that thoſe who wm 
make this Complaint feem to have forgot the Station in af 
which the Honourable Gentleman, whoſe Character is noy - 


attacked, has always ſerved. his Majeſly. Even ſuppoſe he 
were, as they repreſent him, the chief and ſole Miniſter, i: 
would be impoſlible for him to govern and direct all our 
foreign Negotiations, as well as all the Affairs of the Trez- 
ſury. He muſt leave the Management of our foreign Af- 
fairs to others, and muſt take his Information, as to Facts, 
from thoſe that are entruſted with the Management of them; 
therefore, when he is to talk of them in this Houſe, or any 
where elſe, he may be impoſed on as well as others; and 
conſequently, ſuppoſe he had faid in this Houſe, that his Ca- 
tholic Majeſty was inclined to live in Peace with this Na- 
tion, or that the Spaniſh Court ſeemed willing to agree to 
reaſonable Terms tor ſecuring our Trade and Navigation in 
the American Seas, when in Fact it appeared to be otherwiſe, 
we are not from thence to conclude poſitively, that he a WF, 
firmed what he knew to be falſe: It would be more charita- 
ble, and, I am ſure, more conſonant to his Character, to 
ſuppoſe, that he had himſelf been impoſed on, and that he 
had given more Credit to our Negotiators, for he was himſelf 
none of them, than they deſerved, 

But, Sir, I am ſtill of Opinion, that the Facts were not 
otherwiſe. I am convinced his Catholic Majeſty himſelf 
was inclined to live in Peace with this Nation; and I am 
convinced the Court of Spain would have given us Security 
for the Freedom of our 'I'rade and Navigation in the Ame- 
rican Seas, if any Method could have been contrived for 
preventing the ulicit Trade carried on with their Settlements 
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duced, if the People here could have been prevailed on to 
have had Patience, and in that Caſe, the Convention would 
have proved a good Foundation for a ſolid and Jaſling Peace ; 


but nothing would ſatisfy the People here, but immediate 
Satisfaction and Security, or an immediate War. We know 


who they were that inſtigated the People to be ſo peremp- 
tory in their Demands ; and I ſhall not ſcruple to own it as 


my Opinion, that, by the violent Spirit ſtirred up among our 
People here at Home, our Miniſters, of whom the Gentle- 
man now complained of. is but one, were, in ſome meaſure, 
forced into Meaſures that have ſince forced the Nation into 
Ta War. 


= 


, 


Gentlemen may ſay what they pleaſe of the Sum of 
Money agreed by Spain to be paid to us, for the Damages 
we ſuſtained by the Depredations; but, Sir, I will now again 
affirm, that they agreed to pay us 200, oool. and would 
have immediately given Orders for the Payment of it upon 


their Governors in the Welt-Indies ; but we know the Te- 
diouſneſs of theſe Payments, therefore we inſiſted upon hav- 


ing tit in ready Money, and upon that Condition we agreed, 
I think, wiſely agreed, to allow 45,0001. for prompt Pay- 


ment, which reduced the 200, oool. to 155,000]. and out of 


this it was both reaſonable and juſt, to allow them to deduct 


what was due to them, on Account ef the Ships agreed to be 
reſtor'd to them by the Treaty in 1721, amounting to Gooool. 
which reduced what they had agreed to pay to us on Account 
| of Damages to 95,000. | 


| 200,000].,in lieu of Damages. This was a great deal above, 


© Thus, Sir, it appears, chat they had actually allowed us 


the Value of all the Ships they had ever before acknowledged 
to have been unjuſtly ſeized or taken from us; and there- 


ſore, their agreeing to pay us this Sum, was a tacit Ac- 


Eknowledgment of their having been in the wrong; and, 
without any Regard to what was due to them from our 


South Sea Company, the Balance as I have ſtated it, and as 
it was ſtated by the Convention, would, I believe, have 


been paid to. us at the Time appointed, if we had recalled 


our Squadron from Gibraltar; but, conſidering the violent. 
Spirit that prevailed here at Home, our Miniſters could not 
venture to do ſo, for fear of having our domeltic Tranquil- 
lity diſturbed by ſome furious, popular Commotion; and the 
Court of Spain looking upon the Continuance of our Squa- 
cron at Gibraltar as an Inſult upon their Crown and King- 


dom, refuſed to pay the 95,0001, ſtipulated by the Conven- 


tion. That they had no Right to look upon our keeping 
2 Squadron at Gibraltar as an Inſult, is certainly true; for 
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keep a Squadron there if we pleaſe ; but, as we bad never 
before done ſo, as we had never ſent or kept a Squadry 
there, unleſs when we had a Diſpute with ſome of the 
neighbouring Powers, and as we had then no Diſpute with 
any neighbouring Power, except Spain, it was naturally to be 
ſuppoſed, I believe, all Europe did ſuppoſe, that we kept our 
Squadron there, with a Deſign to oblige the Spaniards u 
perform | oe,” what they had promiied by the Conven. 
tion; and in this Light it muſt be admitted, that the Cour 
of Spain had ſome Reaſon to look upon it as an Inſult ; for, 
tho' I ſhould be very ready to do a Man Juſtice, I ſhould ng 
like to have him ſtand with his Cane over my Had till! 
did it: I ſhould certainly diſdain to do him Jultice, as long 
as he ſtood in that Poſture. 

From hence we may ſee, Sir, that the Arguments mad: 
uſe of in favour of the Addreſs propoſed, when we had the 
Convention under our Conſideration, can be no Objection to 
the Character of the Honourable Gentleman attacked þy 
this Motion; and as to our Conduct of the War, it is, [ 
am ſure, what he has nothing to do with, any other way 
than as being one of his Majeity's Coancil ; fo that what. 
ever can be ſaid againſt our Conduct of the War, muſt mili. 
tate againſt every Member of his Majeſty's Privy Council a 
much as againſt him. But the chief, and, indeed, the only 
proper Charge that has been made againſt him is, his hay. 
ing endeavoured to obtain a corrupt Influence over a Majo. 
r.ty in both Houſes of Parliament; for that he has already 
obtained ſuch an Influence, will not, I hope, be expreſ*|y 
affirmed, however ſtrongly it may be inſinuated. This is, 
indeed, a heavy Charge; but ſurely Gentlemen do not ex. 
pect we ſhould take this upon their ip/e dixit. It is a Pad 
which, if true, may certainly be proved: Let any one Mem- 
ber of this Houſe riſe up, let any one who has been a Mem- 
ber come, and ſay, that the Perſon now accuſed ever deſired 
him, or tempted him either by Threats or Promiſes to vcte 
againſt his Conſcience in Parliament; and we ſhall then 
have it in our Power to confider the Weight of the Evidence 
offered; but ſurely we ought. not to condemn a Man upon a 
general Charge unſupported by any Proof. 

© The Gentlemen, it is true, Sir, who have brought this 
Charge, have offered two Things in Support of it, which 
require an immediate Conſideration. The one is, a ſort of 
preſumptive Proof, and the other, a pretended Confeſſion. | 
ſhall beg leave to examine both; and firſt, as to the pre- 
ſumptive Proof, they ſay that ſeveral Perſons, and ſome of 
high Rank, have been turned out of every Office and Em: 
ploymen: 
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other apparent Reaſon, but becaule they or their Friends 
oppoſed this Miniſter's Meaſures in Parliament. Here, Sir, 
1 mult obſerve, that the King has, by our Conſtitution, an 
unlimited Prerogative to. employ what Servants or Officers 
he pleaſes in the executive Part of our Government, and 
may employ or diiplace whom he pleaſes without aſking the 
Advice of any Minitter ; and therefore, the Exerciſe of this 
Power can never be charged to the Account of any Mini- 
ſter. I ſhall grant, that the turning a Gentleman out of his 
Polt in the Service of the Crown, for voting according to 
Conſcience in Parliament, or for oppoſing any Court-Mea- 
{are he could not approve of, would be a very wrong and a 
dangerous Exerciſe of his Prerogative ; but at the ſame time 
I mult take notice, that an Oppoſition in Parliament may 
be ſuch, as will afford a juſt and legal Reaſon for turning the 
Oppoſer out of the Service of the Crown; When it is in- 
diſcreetly and indecently carried on, or when the Oppoſition 
proceeds not from Honour or Conſcience, but from mere 
Reſentment, becauſe the Gentleman has met with a Denial 
in ſome Suit, which his Majelty did not think fic to grant. 
In either of theſe Caſes, even a Man's behaving or voting 


in Parliament, will be a good Reaſon. for diſmiſſing him the 


Service of the Crown. Beſides theſe, a Gentleman may be 
guilty. of ſeveral ſorts of Offences no way relating to his 
Behaviour in Parliament, which highly deſerve a Diſmiſſion 
from the King's Service; and tho' his Majeſty infl Qs the 


Puniſhment, he may, from his natural Tenderneſs, and in 


pure Charity to the Offender, be prevailed on not to pabliſh 


or declare the Offence. Therefore, when a Member of Par- 
lament is diſmiſſed the Service of the Crown, tho' his Ma- 


jeſty does not think fit to declare the Offence, it is a Breach 
of Charity in us, and a, Failure in Duty to our Sovereign, to 


ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty diſmiſſed him for no other Reaſan, - 


but for purſuing the Dictates of his Honour and Conſcience 
in Parliament. 

Now, Sir, with. regard to the pretended Confeſſion. or 
Declaration, which has been repreſented as ſuch a heinous. 
Crime. Suppoſe the Honourable Gentleman had made uſe 
of the very Words that have been mentioned, we ought not 
ſurely to take them ig a wrong Senſe, if they will bear a 
good one; and 4 nies ke we ought to ſuppoſe, that he 
meant, by oppoſing a Miniſter's Meaſures in Parliament, 
not an Oppoſition that proceeded from a Conviction of 
their being wrong, but an Oppoſition that proceeded from 
mere Reſentment, from a factious Spirit, or from a ſecret 


Deſign to compei the King to comply with ſome unreaſon- 
able 


ployment they held at the Pleaſure of the Crown, for no Anno 14, Ges. 
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Anno 14, Geo able Requeſt ; and in either of theſe Caſes, I will join with 


the Honourable Gentleman in ſaying, That he would be a 


pitiſul Fellow of a Miniſter, if he did not adviſe the King 


to diſmiſs from his Service, a Man who made {ſuch an un- 
worthy Uſe of his Seat in either Houſe of Parliament. 

I have now, I think, ſhewn, Sir, that no particular 
Crime has been ſo much as alledged, much leſs proved, 
againſt the Gentleman whoſe Character is propoſed to be 
ſtigmatized by an Addreſs of this Houſe; that no materia] 
Objection has been made againſt any Part of his Conduct, 
but what has been before anſwered to the Satisfaction of the 
Nation, as well as of this Houſe; and J hope I have fully 
anſwered every thing new, that has been ſtarted in this De 
bate; therefore I muſt think, that our agreeing to this Mo- 
tion would be a moſt ſignal Breach of our Conſtitution, and 
a moſt dangerous Encroachment upon the Prerogative of the 
Crown. We know, Sir, what a Ferment was raiſed in the 
Nation in a late Reign, by a Proceeding of this ſort; we 
know how it was then declared,“ * That addreſſing the King 
to difplace his Friends upon bare Surmiſes, before the legal 
Trial, or any Article proved, was illegal, and inverting the 
Law, by making Execution go' before Judgment.” Do 
not now let us fall into the ſame Error, leſt it ſhould produce 
the ſ me Effects. RL 

«© Before I conclude, Sir, I muſt take notice of the Argu- 
ment drawn from the Length of Time this Gentleman has 
had a Share in 'the Adminiſtration : If the Form of our 
Government were altogether Republican, there might be 
tome Weight in this Argument; but this is another Advan- 
tage of our happy Conſtitution, that an able, a good and 
wiſe Miniſter or Magiſtrate may be continued in the Service 
of his Country, for his whole Life, without any Danger to 
our . Conſtitution, becauſe the Attachment of the People to 
their King and Royal Family, will always prevent any bad 
Effects from his Ambition; and the Controul of a Malter or 
Sovereign, as well as of two Houſes of Parliament, will 
always prevent his being guilty of very enormous Practices; 
or will at all Times, even when he is in the Zenith of his 
Power, be able to diſcover and puniſh them, if he ſhould : 
So that there 1s as little in this Argument, as in any other 
that has been advanced in favour of this Motion; and 
therefore I ſhall give my Negative to the Queſtion. 


Sir 


* Legion Letter, Tome III. Page 144. 
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« Before this Motion was made, I expected and I find, I Sir John 
am not diſappointed, that Endeavours would be uſed to per- Barnard. 
ſuade the Houſe, that we ought not to addreſs for removing 
a Miniſter, unleſs we have ſuch Proofs againſt him, as may 
be a ſufficient Ground for impeaching him. This ſeems to 
be the Scope of the Argument made uſe of by the Hououra- 
ble Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and if this were to be admit- 
ted, there never could be any ſuch Thing as an Addreſs to 
remove a Miniſter ; for if a Miniſter has been guilty of 
Crimes, and if any Member of this Houſe ſhould have In- 
fogmation thereof, and ſufficient Evidence for ſupporting the 
Charge, he ought not to move for an Addreſs to remove ſuch 
a Miniſter; it would be his Duty to lay his Information fully 
before the Houſe, and to conclude with a Motion for im- 
peaching him, either of High Treaſon, or of high Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, according to the Nature of the Charge, 
The moſt weak, the moſt continued Series of blundering 
Conduct, could never be admitted as a Foundation for ad- 
dreſſing our Sovereign to remove .him ; and thus, if he con- 
tipued in the Favour of his Prince, which is not at all im- 
poſſible, he might go on blundering, till he had blundercd 
himſelf, his King, and his Country into irretrievable Per- 
dition. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that this Houſe has ſeldom proceeded 
to addreſs for the Removal of a Miniſter, unleſs he was ſul- 
pected of ſomething that was acknowledged to be criminal, 
but this did not proceed from its being neceſſary to alledge 
ſomething criminal as a Foundation for ſuch an Addreſs, but 
becauſe weak Miniſters are generally wicked as well as weak: 
By their Weakneſs they run themſelves into Meaſures which 
they find they cannot juſtify, and for which they ought to 
be removed, and then to prevent their Removal, they lead 
themſelves into Meaſures for which they ought to be pu- 
niſned. This is the true Reaſon why ſuch Addreſſes have 
generally been founded upon the Suſpicion of Wickedneſs 
| as well as Weakneſs; becaute when there were two Reaſons 
for removing a Miniſter from the King's Councils, the 
Houſe was certainly in the right to inſiſt upon both. But 
let it be Weakneſs, or let it be Wickedneſs, for which a 
Miniſter is to be removed, will any Gentleman ſay, that it, 
is neceſſary to mention particular Facts, and that we ought 
to have a Proof of theſe Facts, before we can addreſs for the 
Removal of a Miniſter ? The Honourable Gentleman tallss 
ef bare Surmiſes and general Arguments, as if they could not 

| afford 
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Anno 14, Geo afford the leaſt Ground for ſuch an Addreſs. Sir, they not 
II. 1949. only afford ſome Ground, but they are the only Ground 

upon which ſuch an Addreſs can be founded; becauſe when 
there is any Thing farther than a bare Surmiſe, we onght, as 
I have ſaid, to go farther than a bare Addreſs. 

But by ſuch an Addrefs, it ſeems, we are to blacken the 
Character of an Honourable Gentleman who has ſerved his 
Country for many Years, and during ſeveral Reigns, with 
great Wiſdom and Integrity. It is a great Misfortune, Sir, 
to thoſe who have fo high an Opinion of his Wiſdom and 
Integrity, that the general Voice of their Country is againſt 
them, and that the Situation of Affairs, both at home and 
abroad, ſeems to be a demonſtrative Proof againſt them; but 
let the Honourable Gentleman's Character tor Wiſdom and 
Integrity be ever fo great, it cannot be blackened by the 
Addreſs of this Houſe, becauſe a Man's Character does not 
depend upon what a Court of Juſtice does or refufes to do 
againſt him, but upon the Opinion the World has of what 
a Court of Juſtice ought to do, Should we addreſs the King 
to remove one that is generally ſuppoſed to be an upright 
and wiſe Miniſter, would that Addreſs blacken his Charac- 
ter? No, Sir, it would only blaſt our own. Should we re- 
fuſe to addreis the King to remove one who is generally 
thought to be a weak and wicked Miniſtcr, would that Re- 
faſal brighten his Character? No, Sir, but it would blacken 
the Character of this Houſe in the Eyes of all thoſe who 

bad fuch an Opinion of him. 

* I hape Gentlemen will conſider this, and if they do, 
I am ſure, they mult reflect more ſeriouſly upon the Conſti- 
tution of this Houſe than they ſeem to do, when they (ay, 
that the Sentiments of the Majority of the better Sort of 
People in the Nation, are to be judged of from what ap- 
pears to be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houte. It 
is well known, Sr, how unequally the Nation is repreleuted 
in this Houle, I believe it will be allowed, that the Cities 
of London and Weſtminſter, the Borough of Southwark, ard 
the County of Middleſex, contain at leaſt one fifth of the 
People of the whole Nation, yet they have but ten Revre- 
fentatives in this Houſe, which makes not quite a 55th rt 
of- the Number of Members in this Aſſembly; and wha: '3 
very remarkable, I believe, it will appear, whatever may be 
the Fate of this Motion, that of theſe ten, there will be eig"t 
upon the Affirmative Side of the Queeſtion, If we conſiter 
our Counties and preat Cities, and compare them with our 
little Boroughs, the Diſproportion will be found almo!t 25 
great, which ſhews, that we ought not to judge of the Sen- 


ments of the better Sort of People, from what appears to , 
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the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houſe; and if we 
conſider, that ſeveral Gentlemen of this Houſe take upon 
them to vote, in many Queſtions, againſt the declared Sen- 
timents of their Conſtituents, the Fallacicuineſs of this way 
of judging will appear till more apparent. Therefore, I 
would not have Gentlemen plume themſelves too much in a 
Majority of this Houſe, or conclude from thence, that they 
have a Majority of the better ſort of People upon their Side 
of the Queſtion ; for if the Members of this Houſe are to 
be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the Sentiments of their Conſtituents, 
and if we conſider the Places, and not the Perſons, that vote 
upon each Side of the Queſtion, it will appear, that the Sen- 
timents of the Majority of the better ſort of People are 


oſten very different from what appears to be the Sentiments 
of the Majority of this Houſe. 


« If we judge by this Rule, Sir, which 1s the only pro- 


| per way of judging, we ſhall find, that this Miniſter's Con- 
= du, almoſt in every remarkable Step, with regard both to 


foreign and domeſtic Affairs, has been diſapproved of by a 


great Majority of the better ſort of People in the Nation, 
tno' not by a Majority of this Houſe; and I am ſure, no 
Man who knows any thing of what paſſes without Doors, 


will pretend to deny his being complained of, and even ex- 
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claimed againſt by a grcat Majority of the People. In for- 


mer Times, Sir, Vox Populi ef Vox Dei, was held to be a 


Maxim among all thoſe who called themſelves J}/higs ; and 
even Minifters themſelves, of whatever Denomination, 
were obliged to ſhew a great Regard to it; but ſince we 
have fallen into the Cuſtom of keeping up numerous Stand- 
ing Armies, this Maxim has been deſpiſed by our Minitters, 
even by thoſe Miniſters that called themſe! ves Vigs, and the 
& Populace, or what Miniſters and their Friends call, the Mob, 


has been held in Contempt, as if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe, 


that the Populace, or meaner fort, can be generally diſcon- 


tented, when the better fort are generally pleaſed with the 
Conduct of our public Affairs. Ihe Populace in all Coun- 
tries are the Servants, and, unleſs when agitated by ſome 
| Flaſh of enthuſiaſtical Madneſs, ſpeak the Sentiments of the 
better ſort. The latter, as they have ſomething to loſe beſide 
| their Lives, may not, perhaps, be ſo ready to break out, or 
| to fall into outragious Meaſures agaialt an eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment, but, except in the Cale I have mentioned, the 
| meaner ſort, or the Mob, never become outragious, unleſs 
F they are ſpirited up by the Diſcontents and ſecret Grum- 


blings of their Malters. A wiſe and a good Miniſter will 


always, therefore, aim at Popularity, even amongſt the mean- 


et fort of People, becauſe from them he may moſt certainly 


Vor. VII. N learn 
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The former have nothing to hope for by flattering him, and 


noch leſs to fear than their Maſters, from uttering thoſe 


Complaints openly and freely, which are in a ſecret, or in. 
—_ manner, inſtilled into them by thoſe that give them 
Bread. 

« The People, I ſhall grant, Sir, are in all Countries fond 
of Changes of Miniſters or Magiſtrates. In free Countries 
they are fond of them, becauſe ſuch Changes are neceſſary 
for the Security and Preſervation of the Rights and Liberties 
of the People; and in abſolute Governments, as Miniſters 
and Magiſtrates are generally oppreſſive, the People have 
Reaſon to be fond of any Change. This Fondneſs is there. 
fore in all Countries founded upon ſolid Reaſons, and ac. 
cordingly we find, that People of all Ranks and Degrees, 
except Miniſters, and their Creatures, are equally fond of 
ſuch Changes ; but to ſay, that the People of any Degree, 
in a Country that ſubſiſts by Trade and Induſiry, delight in 
War, is, I think, a very great Miſtake. If we examine 
the Hiſtories of our own Country, we ſhall find that the 
Nation has been led into unneceſſary and deſtructive Wars 
by the Whims of a Court, and that by the ſame ſort of 
Whims, we have ſometimes remained at Peace, when we 
ought to have declared War; but we ſhall never find, that 
the People in general were for entering ivto an unneceſſary 
War, or for our continuing in Peace when it appeared neceſ- 
fary to declare War. In King James Iſt's Time, it was cer. 
tainly the Intereſt of this Nation, and would have redounded 
very much to our Honour, to have ſupported the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in Germany, by entering heartily into that War; 
but we had at that Time ſuch a pacific Court, that neither 
the Honour nor Intereſt of this Nation, nor the Safety of 
the Proteſtant Religion, could prevail with our Court to de- 
clare War, or to give the Proceſtants any effectual Aſſiſtance; 
What did the People do upon that Occaſion ? Did not they 
declare almoſt unanimouſly for War ? Did not they exclaim 
againſt the then Miniſters, for allowing the Palatine Family 
to be ruined, and the Proteſtant Religion extirpated both in 
the Palatinate and in Bohemia. In King Charles IId's 
Time, we were involved by our Court in two Wars againſt 
the Dutch: I believe, no Man will now ſay, they were 
neceſſary : I believe it will now be admitted, that both were 
contrary to the true Intereſt of this Nation, and deſtructive 
to the Balance of Power in Europe : Accordingly, the Peo- 
ple declared againſt both. And laſtly, Sir, I believe, we all 
remember, how generally the People declared for a Wat 
with Spain, long before our Miniſter could be prevailed = 

either 


+ ww — © 


bn 


( 91) 


ty either by the Inſults of Spain, or the Complaints of our Anno 14, Geo. 
oſe on People, to declare War againſt that Nation. The II 1740. 
in. Event has ſhewn, that the People were in the right. What 
— had been often foretold in this Houſe, at laſt appeared to be 

true, that without a War it would be impoſſible to obtain 
nd eitzer Satisfaction or Security from the Spaniards; and 
os ſurely it muſt now be allowed, that if we had begun this 


War eight Years ago, when the Emperor was attacked by 
the Spaniards in Italy, it would have been greatly to our 
Honour, as well as Advantage, and might have prevented 
the preſent melancholy Poſture of Affairs in Europe. 

« Thus, Sir, if we examine our own Hiſtories, we ſhall 
find that at all Times, when our Miniſters and People have 
differed in Opinion with regard to War or Peace, the People 
have generally been in the right; and for this it is eaſy to 


w aſſign a Reaſon, becauſe the People can be direQed in their 
* judgment by nothing but the general Intereſt, whereas Mi- 
* nillers are too often directed by particular Intereſt of their 
* own, or by the particular Intereſt, perhaps the particular 
6 Whim of their Sovereign, in complying with which, Mini- 
of ſters are apt to be extremely complaiſant, for the ſake of 
en continuing themſelves in Power, eſpecially when they think, 
at they can by Corruption, or any other Method, prevent their 
ys being called to an Account in Parliament, 


From hence, Sir, we may ſee, that the Unpopularity of 
our Miniſter does not proceed from an unreaſonable Fond- 
nels in our People for War, or from any childiſh Deſire of 
being altoniſhed with extraordinary Events, but from their 
having judged better, and more diſintereſtedly, of the Cir- 
cumſtances of our foreign Affairs, and the true Intereſt of 
their Country; and if he has incurred the Diſpleaſure of 
all Ranks of People, upon this or any other Account, his 
CnaraQter is already branded: It cannot be farther branded 
by an Addreſs of this Houſe to remove him: On the con- 
trary, it may by that means be vindicated ; becauſe aſter his 
Removal, and not till then, a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry 
may be made into his ConduR, and-by that Enquiry his K 
Character may be cleared of thoſe Suſpicions that now lie ſo 4 
heavy upon it. This, I ſay, may be the Conſequence of - 
the Addreſs propoſed, and then he may again be employed a 
by his Majetty ; but whilſt he labours under a general Suſ- _ | 
picion of Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, will any one fay, he is | 
fit for being in his Majeſty's Councils, and far leſs for being 10 
his Majeſty's ſole Adviſer? Let the People be never ſo * 
bad Judges of a Man's Virtue or Wiſdom : Let the Cla- r 
mours againſt the Miniſter's Conduct be never ſo groundleſs, 1 
tan his Majeſty expect any Confidence from his Parliament, 
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there is a general Suſpicion and Clamour. 

« Surely, Sir, if there be any Connexion between the 
Sentiments of the Majority of this Aſſembly, and the Senti. 
mer.ts of the People: If weare to judge of the Sentiment; 
of the People, by what appears to be the Sentiments of the 
Majority of this Aſſembly, we may, on the other hand, judge 
of what will be the Sentiments of the Majority of next 
Parliament, from what are the preſent Sentiments of the 
People; aad if the Majority of next Parliament ſhould con. 
ſi of ſuch as have the ſame Opinion of this Miniſter as the 
People generally have, can his Majeſty expect any Conf. 


_ dence from ſuch a Parliament? Can it be expected that they 


will trult the Government of their Country to a Man, 
who, they think, will ruin it by his Weakneſs, or betray i: 
by his Wickedneis? Sir, the chuſing of a new Parliamen:, 
whilit ſuch a Miniſter is, or is ſuppoſed to be the ſole Direc. 
tor of our Councils, mult neceſſarily be of the moſt dange. 
rous Conſequence, either to our happy Conſtitution, or to 
our preient happy Ellabliſhment. If the People are left to 
their free Choice, in the preſent Humour they are in, they 
will certainly chuſe ſuch for their Repreſentatives as have 
been the molt profeſſed and fleady Enemies to him; an- 
among them a Majority may get in of ſuch as are ſecretly 
diſaffected to the Illuſtrious Family now upon our Throre, 
which would certainly be of the molt dangerous Conte. 
quence , our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. On the other 
hand, if the People ſhould not be left to their free Choice, 
if they ſhou'd be directed in their Choice by Corruption, and 
other illegal Practices, and thereby a Majority ſhould be 
choſen conſiſting of ſuch as are the Creatures and Tools ot 
the Miniſter, what might we not apprehend from ſuch a 
Majority Curing the long Courſe of a S-ptennial Parliament! 
Could we expect, that ſuch a Majority would have any Re- 
gard to the Liberties and Privileges of the People ? Mult 
we not expect, that they would put an End to our happy 
Conſtitutian, when we conſider, that the future Safety both 
of themielves and their Patron would depend upon its final 
Overthrow ? 

It is ſo apparent to me, Sir, that one or other cf the'e 
Dangers mult be the Conſequence of having a new Parlia- 
ment choſen, whilſt ſuch an unpopular Miniſter & at the 
Helm of Affairs, N cannot believe any Man, who con- 
liders the Queſtion in this Light, will be againſt it, unleſs he 
be a ſecret Enemy, either to cur Conſti:ution, or to our 
r Eſtabliſhment. If there be any amongſt us, as! 
zope Lacie are not, who are afraid of having our Conſtitu- 
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ion reſtored to its priſtine Vigour, by the Choice of an in- Anno 14, Geo. 
dependant and free Parliament, they have Reaſon to be 
Wgainſt this Motion: and I am ſure, if I were a Jacobite in ] 0 NV 
my Heart, there is nothing I ſhould wiſh more eagerly than | 
to ſee a Negative put upon the Queſtion, becauſe I ſhould 
on thence expect, that my Friends would ſtand a fair 
Chance, in every Part of the Kingdom, of getting them- 


ſelves choſen Members of this Houſe at the next enſuing 


| | Elections. 


« ] hope I have now ſhewn, Sir, that the Miniſter, pro- 
poſed by this Motion to be removed, mult be allowed to be 


: a very unpopular Miniller ; that his Character can be no 
way blackened by this Addreſs farther than it is already, 
but, on the contrary, may be cleared of the Cloud of Suſ- 


picion which now hangs lowering over it; and that his 


& Continuance in Power muſt be of the moſt dangerous Con- 
T ſequence, either to our Conſtitution, or to our preſent Eſta- 
T bliſhment. I have no Occaſion to prove, and, indeed, it is 


impoſſible to prove, that he is the chief Adviſer and ſole 


Director of all our public Affairs: It is ſufficient for my Ar- 
gument, if he be generally ſuppoſed to be fo; and that this 
Sappoſition is generally without Doors, is apparent from the 

& continual Application made to him in all Branches of public 

& Buſineſs: No Man, we ſee, expects to get any Buſineſs done 
with, or obtain any Favour from the Crown, without making 

ſome Sort of Application to him; for if he puts a Negative 

upon it, that Negative has often been found to prevail 

& againſt the ſtrongeſt Intereſt that could any other Way be 

made in its Favour. This is the Caſe, this has long been 

che Caſe, with regard to all Aﬀiirs of a domeſtic Nature; 
and with regard to thoſe that are foreign, do not we know, 
that ſome very near Friend of his has been employed in all 
our Negotiations that were of any great Importance to the 

BY Nation? Our other Miniſters may, perhaps, have had from 

him the Liberty to nominate a Reſident, or an Envoy to 

ſome of the Northern Crowns, or to ſome of the little 

& Princes of Germany or Italy; but when any important 

= Negotiation was ſet on Foot with Holland, France or Spain, 

every one knows who they are that have been always em- 
ployed, and by whoſe Recommendation they were appoint- 
ed; and our many fruitleſs Negotiations, and as fruitleſs 

8 Treaties, have ſufficiently teſtified their, great Abilities, 


© Theſe Circumſtances, Sir, have moſt juſtly created a 


general Suppoſition, that this Miniſter has been for many 
s Years, and is (till, the ſole Director of all our public Affairs; 
and this Suppoſition it will be impoſſible for our other Mini- 
lters to remove by ſimply aſſerting, that it is not fo. I have, 


dir, 
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not depend upon their Veracity, but their Judgment; becauſe 
an artful Miniſter may make them believe, they ac free) 
and without Direction, when all but themſelves fee they cat 
do nothing without his Conſent or Connivance. However 
I muſt tell them, that they have not in this Caſe an equi 
Title with others to be believed, becauſe their own Honour 
is very much concerned in the Queſtion ; for as a Prime 
Min:ſter is inconſiſtent with our Conltitution, when any one 
Miniſter, by his Favour with the Prince upon the Throne, 
uſurps the ſole Direction of all our public Affairs, no Man 
of Honour will then continue m the Adminiſtration, becauſe 
he does not then ſerve his Prince, but his Prince's Prime 
Miniſter. This is what no Man of any Preter.ce to Honour 


will confeſs, and therefore, when he aſſerts the contrary, he 


has not an equal Title to be believed with thoſe, who are 
neither in Honour nor Intereſt concerned in the Queſtion, 

„I therefore with, Sir, that ſome Honourable Gentlemen 
world fave themſelves the Trouble of denying, that our 
public Aﬀairs are now under the fo'e Influence of this Mini. 
it:r, becauſe conſidering ſome late Circumſtances, and their 
known Intereſt in the Queſtion, they cannot expect to be 
believed. and becauſe the very Suppoſition of its being lo, is 
ſufficient for the Argument I have advanced, The ve 
Suppoſition that this Minifler is a fole and Prime Miniſter, 
mult expoſe our preſent Eſtabliſhment to Danger at the next 
general Elections; but this is far from being the only Dan- 
ger we are expoled to by this Miniſter's Continuance in 
Power. We know the preſent tickliſh State of the Affairs 


of Europe : We know what a Danger the Balance of Power 


is now in; and we know what a Diſcredit his paſt Conduct 
has brought upon our Councils at every Court in Europe, 
If he is ſuppoſed to continue in the chief Pirection cf our 
public Aſfairs, can we expect a Confidence from any of thoſe 
Courts? Can we expect, that any of the Potentates of Europe 
will enter into an Alliance with us, for reſtoring or preſerv- 
inz the Balance of Power? From Experience we know 
how little capable he is of conducting any Negociation ; 
therefore, if he continues but one Year longer at the Head 
of our Councils, we have Reaſon to apprehend ſome falſe 
Step or Blunder, which may put it out of the Power of 
any future Adm'niſtration to recover our Affairs, or to form 
any Scheme for ſecuring the Liberties of Europe; and if all 
the Powers thereof ſhould be obliged to ſubmit to the Di- 
rection of our molt dangerous Rival, what can this Nation 
at laſt expect | 
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This Danger, Sir, is ſo apparent, and is now become ſo Anno 14, Geo. 


goes Wnminent, that our complying with this Motion is, in my II. 1740. 
Ink Opinion, a Duty we owe both to our King and Country... 
" Suppoſe 1 thought this Miniſter guilty of no Crime; ſup. 

l 


pole | had approved of every Step of his paſt Conduct, yet 


ve, ide Weakneſs of his Meaſures appears now ſo plain from | lh 
* their Effects, both abroad and at home, that I ſhould be [4 
our cor addreſſing to remove a Miniſter, who had led me, as well bf 
me as his Country, into ſuch fatal Errors. Political Meaſures, 4 
one Sir, are of ſuch an abſtrute Nature, and ſo often admit of a 15 
me, eule Gloſs, that a Mittake can no Way derogate fiom the Py 
Lan Underſtanding of thoſe who are obliged to judge of them, 11 
ule ES without having all the Lights neceſſary for forming a right 5 
me We Judgment. 1 know there are many Gentlemen in this 4 
r Houte, who have approved of molt of this Rliniſter's Mea- 4 
* ſures: According to the Lights they viewed them in at the 1 
are e Time, they appear'd wiſe and right; but will any Gentle- 4 
| man now ſay, they were ſo? Will any Gentleman now fay, 
en the Treaty of Hanover was a right Meaſure ? Will any one 

"ul WS now approve of the Meaſures taken, and the Expence we 

"- put ourſelves to, in Purſuance of that Treaty? M ill any one 

* row ſay, we ought to have gone precipitately into a general 


Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, without ſtipulating the 
| WE leali Sitisfaction for any Prince in Germany, with regard 
eo the Claims he had upon the Houſe of Aultria. 

= * Surely, Sir, beſore we entered into that Guaranty, we 
BZ fhould have taken care, that more than one Half of Ger- 
many ſhould not be engaged in Intereſt to oppoſe that which 
we bad guaranty'd. The Claims now ſet up by Pruſſia were 
certainly known to our Miniſters, before we guaranty'd the 
Pragmatic Sanction: For him at leaſt we ought to have ſti- 


« ol pulated ſuch a Satisfaction, as would in Intereſt, as well as by 
„Treaty, have engaged him in the ſame Intereſt with us. If 
4 we had done this, neither the Pragmatic Sanction, nor the 
l . derties of Europe would now have been in any Danger; 
and therefore, I cannot think, any Man will now pretend 


| to juſtify our having ſo precipitately entered into a general 
Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction: Nay, I believe, even 
F & our Miniſter himſelf wculd not have done fo, if he had not 

been forced to it in order to extricate himſelf out of the Di- 
lemma he had brought himſelf into by the Treaty of Se- 
ville; for however jealous ſome of the neighbouring Princes 
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of Germany may be, of ag Increaſe of Power in the Houſe 

x of Brandenburg, ſurely no Engliſh Miniſter could be actuated jt 

: by any ſuch Jealouly ; and therefore, I believe, even our 1 
Miniſter himſelf would have ſtipulated Satisfaction for the Ji; 


King of Pruſſia, with regard to his Claims in Sileſia, before JW: 
| entering 3 
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Anno 14, Geo entering into that Guaranty, if he had not been forced to i 


II 1745. 


2 


by the Dilemma I have mentioned. 

« By theſe Meaſures, Sir, and by our neglecting to perform 
our Guaranty to the Emperor in the Year 1733, the Balance 
of Power, and the Liberties of Europe have been brought 
into their preſent Danger. This Danger is not owing tg 
the Emperor's Death, as the Friends of our Miniſter endes. 
vour to infinuate ; for if we had taken right Meaſures, if 
we had not taken wrong Meaſures, nay, if we had not pur. 
ſued a long Series of wrong Meaſures, the Emperor's Death 
could have made little or no Alteration in the Affairs of 
Europe; ſo that the Emperor's Death had nothing in it fatal 
to the Liberties of Europe, but its happening before this 
Nation had an Opportunity to get rid of this Miniſter, and 
to rectify the Errors it had been led into by him. This, in. 
deed, was very unfortunate, and if he continues but for 
one Year longer to have the ſame Influence upon our 
Councils, I may propheſy, that without ſome very ſignal 
Intervention of Providence, it will be fatal to the Liberties 
of Europe in general, and conſequently to the Liberties of 
this Nation in particular. At the reſpective Times theſe 
Meaſures were taken, they were ſet in ſuch a Light by our 
Miniſter and his Advocates, that I do not wonder at their 
having been approved of by every one, who had any Conh- 
dence either in his Wiſdom or Integrity; but their Weak. 
neſs, I ſhall not ſay Wickedneſs, appears now ſo plain, from 
the Effects they have produced, that no Man, not even the 


Miniſter himſelf, can approve of them; and therefore 


every Man muſt think, he ought at leaſt to be removed for 
his Weakneſs. His purſuing ſuch Meaſures, his undertak- 
ing, as he did by the Treaty of Hanover, to pull down the 
over grown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, may perhaps 
have proceeded from Wickedneſs: It may have proceeded 
from his having a greater Regard for a foreign Intereſt, 
becauſe it coincided with his own, than he had for the In- 
tereſt of his native Country; but this cannot be made ap 
pear, as long as he is Maſter of all the Proofs, and has al! 
the Favours of the Crown at his Diſpoſal ; and therefore, 
the firſt Step we mult take towards diſcovering his Wicked- 
neſs, muſt be to remove him for his Weakneſs, which, with 
regard to the general Intereſt cf Europe, muſt now, as | 
have ſaid, plainly appear, even to thoſe who have hitherto 
had the belt Opinion of his ConduR. 

* And now, Sir, with regard to the particular Intereſt cf 
this Nation, will any one now fay, that it was wiſe or right 
to allow Spain to amuſe us, for ſo many Years together, with 
trifling Negotiations, eſpecially as they were, during the 

whole 
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0. WH whole Time, interrupting our Trade and Navigation, and Anno 14, Geo: 
daily plundering our Merchants? Will any one now fay, it IE 1740. 
was Wiſe or right to conclude with Spain a ſham Treaty, 
called a Convention, without obtaining any Satisfaction for 
paſt Injuries, or any Promiſe of Security = future, nay, 
without obtaining ſo much as a Promiſe for an Intermiſſion 
of Inſults ? When any Point happens to be in Diſpute, by 
which the Nation is not expoſed to any immediate Loſs or 
Suffering, our Miniſters may negotiate about it and about it : 
They may even conclude inſignificant Treaties relating to it, 
in order to avoid an immediate Ruptufe, by inſiſting upon 
| an immediate Diſcuſſion ; but when we fuffer daily and 
greatly by the Point in Diſpute, and have it in our Power 
to command an immediate Diſcuſſion, ſurely our Miniſters 
ought not then to allow themſelves to be amuſed with tedi- 
ous Negotiations or unmeaning Treaties; and much leſs 
after they have put their Country to a great Expence in pre- 
paring for a Rupture, which was our Caſe at the Time we 
concluded that inſignificant Treaty, called the Convention. 

I am really ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear an Attempt now 
made to jultify that ridiculous Treaty, or to hear any one 
fay, the Court of Spain had an Inclination to grant us any 
Satisfaction or Security. Suppoſe they had by the Treaty 
expreſsly allowed, as they did not, that 200,000]. was due 
to us in Name of Damages for the Injuries we had ſuffered, 
but that they ſhould, out of this 200,000]. deduct, upon 
ſham Pretences. no leſs than 173,000]. ſo as to Jeave no 
more than 27,0001. to be actually paid to us; muſt not 
every one ſee, that this would have been no more than 2 
complaiſant Conceſſion, made by the Miniſters of Spain to 
the Miniſters of Great Britain, in order to furniſh the latter 
with ſomething wherewith to amuſe their own People ? 
And as it now appears from the Papers upon our Table, that 
Spain not only infitted upen her Right to ſearch our Ships in 
the American Seas, but that we had no Right to fail in thoſe 
Seas, unleſs we obſerved what they might be pleaſed to call a 
due Courſe ; it is very ſurpriſing to hear it {till aſſerted, that 
Spain had ever the leaſt Thought of granting to us a free 
Navigation, or the leaſt Inclination to live in Peace with 
us; unleſs we continued to allow their Guarda Coſta's to 
interrupt our Navigation, and to plunder or ſeize our Mer- 
chant Ships. Theſe Pretences were not ſet up by verbal 
Declarations made to our Miniſter or Negotiator in Spain, 
but by written Memorials delivered or tranſmitted to our 
Court here; and as all theſe Memorials muſt have been 
taken into Conſideration in his Majeſty's Cabinet Council, 
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Anno 14, Geo it is equally ſurprizing to hear it pretended, that our chief 
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Miniſter was, or could poſſibly be, ignorant of them. 

* [ ſhall conclude, Sir, with a ſhort Reply to what hy 
been ſaid in Anſwer to the Charge againſt this Miniſter, of 
his having endeavoured to obtain a corrupt Influence ove MI © : 
both Houſes of Parliament. This the Honourable Gentle. itutic 
man admits to be a heavy Charge; but, ſays he, it is a Faq de M 
which, if true, may certainly be proved; and for this Pur. poſitio 
poſe he provokes any Member to riſe up, and ſay, that the iniſt 
Miniſter ever deſired him, or tempted him, either by Threat Hie, 
or Promiſes, to vote againſt his Conſcience in Parliament, indece 


Can it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that any Miniſter would be ſuch i ent 
Fool as to talk ſo to a Member of this Houſe ? Is there the NDbe F. 
leaſt Occaſion for him to expoſe himſelf in this manner? ll Gt 
Two or three Examples: Two or three Gentlemen bein vepen 
turned out of their Poſts, after having oppoſed the Mini. | — 
vil 


ſter's Meaſures in Parliament, will be a ſufficient Warning 
or Threatning to all the reſt of the Members of either 
Houſe of Parliament, that hold any Office or Employment 
at the Pleaſure of the Crown, and alſo to all thoſe that hope 
for, or expect any Favour from the Crown. By theie Exam- 
ples every one will ſee, that none of the Favours of the 
Crown are to be held or expected, but by reſigning their 
Conſciences in Parliament to the Dictates of the Prime 
Minitter ; and this will be as effectual upon all thoſe of ve- 
nal Minds or neceſſitous Circumſtances, as if the Miniller 
had taken them one by one aſide, and threatened them ex- 
preſsly with the Loſs of their Employments, or with a Di: 
appointment to their Hopes, in caſe they ſhould oppoſe any 
of his Meaſures in Parliament. 

* This is therefore the only Proof we can have of a Mi- 
niſter's endeavouring to gain a corrupt Influence over both 
Houſes of Parliament; and can it be ſaid, Sir, that we have 
no Proof of this kind againſt the Miniſter now propoſed to Wi"! 
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de removed? Do not we all know, that many eminent M 


Members of both Houſes of Parliament have been lately = 
removed from every Office they held at the Pleaſure of the 4 
Crown, ſoon after their having oppoſed ſome of this Mini- 5 


tter's Projects in Parliament, and that no Cauſe for their b 
Removal ever was, or could be aſſigned, but their having J 
voted according to the DiQates of their Conſcience, in Op- n 


poſition to the Dictates of the Miniſter? Do not we all 
know, that it has been the conſtant Maxim of his Admini- 
{tration, to confer none of the Favours of the Crown, but 
upon ſuch as voted according to his Directions at Election“ 
or in Parliament? Nay, Sir, he has gone farther than any 
Miniſter before him ever did: He has declared this wy 


(-99 ) | 
hier bis Maxim openly : He has avowed it in the Face of this Anno 14, Geo- ö 
ery Aſſemb y; and ſhall we deſire or ſeek for a Proof of II. 27 40. if 
a criminal Fact, which the Criminal himſelf has avowed LW WNUu it 
ad boaſted of in this very Aſſembly? | 0 
The Excuſe made for this open Attack upon our Con- 


dy jt 
— ſtitution, is a new Confeſſion of the Miniſter's Guilt, Is 1 
Pag ne Miniſter, is the King himſelf, to take notice of the Op- | 

bur. Mipoſition made by any Gentleman in Parliament? Has the 


Miniſter, has the King himſelf, a Right to judge or deter- 
mine, whether or no ſuch an Oppoſition be indiſcreetly and 
jndecently carried on, or whether it proceeds from Reſent- 
h + Whaent or from Conſcience? Sir, there would be an End of 
the Nine Freedom of Speech in Parliament, at leaſt with regard to 
er? Wl! Gentlemen, who held or expected any Office or Place 
| depending upon the Pleaſure of the Crown, if the King 
nj. Winſelf ſhouid aſſume {uch a Right; and therefore, any 
Miniſter that adviſes him to do ſo, muſt be guilty of a very 
high Miſdemeanor. If any Gentleman ſhould ſpeak, or 
behave himſelf indecently or indiſcreetly here, the Houſe 
yould certainly take notice of it; and whilſt a Gentleman 
behaves himſelf decently and diſcreetly, whatever Oppoſi- 
ion he makes to any Queſtion in this Aſſembly, muſt, and 
pught to be ſuppoſed to proceed from Motives of Honour 
and Conſcience, and not from Motives of Malice or Re- 
ſentment. If the Crown, or rather the Miniſters of the 
Crown, were allowed a Right to Judge in ſuch Caſes, every 
Word ſpoke againſt them would be deemed to be indecent, 
and every Oppoſition to their Meaſures would be ſuppoſed 
to proceed from their Malice or Reſentment ; and thus they 
would conclude, they had a juſt and legal Reaſon for turnin 
every Man out of the Service of the Crown, that ſhoul 
oppoſe any of their Meaſures in Parliament, 

« Sir, the King may, it is true, exerciſe ſome of the Pre- 
ropatives of the Crown without aſking the Advice of an 
Miniſter ; but if he does make a wrong Uſe of any of his 
Prerogatives, his Miniſters mult anſwer for it, if they con- 
tinue to be his Miniſters. This, Sir, is one of the Advan- 
tages of our Conſtitution, and it is a very high Advantage 
becauſe it makes it dangerous for Miniſters to endeavour to 
gain a ſuperior Degree of Favour with the King, by hu- 
mouring the Paſſions and Frailties of human Nature, by 


Which Kings, as well as other Men, are too apt to be go- 
verned. But this Advantage we loſe, Sir, when we happen 
to have an unpopular Miniſter, or one who fears the Re- 
ſentment of the People, and has no way to guard againſt it, 
| dut by gaining a corrupt Majority in Parliament ; for ſuch 
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Anno 14, Seo a Man muſt for his own Safety endeavour to humour hj, 
[1740 Sovereign in all his Paſſions and PFrailties, for the fake 9 
% preſerving his Favour, upon which alone his perſonal Safe. 

ty, as well as his Power, depends; and if ſuch a My 

ſhould, by ſuch Means, ſolely engroſs the Favour of hi, 

Maſter, and thereby gain a corrupt Majority in both 

Houſes of Parliament, I ſhould be glad to know what Con. 

troul he is under, or by what legal Means our Conſtitution 

could be reſtored. This unlucky Situation we may fall into 

by having the ſame Miniſter too long continued in Poner. 

This Danger we have, I think, ſome Reaſon to apprehen{ 

from our Miniſter's being longer continued in Power; and 

therefore I ſhall be for agreeing to the Motion now under Wi n 
„„ doo oo, 


Ju 

Mr, Harley. 91 all 

Stn, | or 

Mr. Harley. © I do not ſtand up at this Time of Night, either to ac * 
cuſe or to flatter any Man. Since I have had the Honcur to 
fit in Parliament, I have oppoſed the Meaſures of the Admi. a 

niſtration, becauſe I thought them wrong; and as long a: 0 

they are, I ſhall continue to give as conſtant an Oppoſition F. 


to them. The State of the Nation, by the Conduct of or 0 
Miniſters, is deplorable: A War is deſtroying us Abroad, b 
and Poverty and Corruption are devouring us at Home, Bu 1 
whatever J may think of Men, God forbid, that my private b 
Opinion ſhould be the only Rule of my judgment! I ſhould g 
deſire to have an exterior Conviction from Facts and Evi. ; 
dence; and without this I am ſo far from condemning, that i 
I would not cenſure any Man. I am fully ſatisſied in my 
own Mind, that there are thoſe who give pernicious and de- | 
ſtructive Counſels; and, I hope, a Time will come, when a | 
proper, legal, parliamentary Enquiry may be made, and | 
when clear Facts and full Evidence will plainly diſcover who | 
are the Enemies of their Couutry. | | 

A noble Lord, to whom I had the Honour to be te 
lated, has been often mentioned in this Debate: He u 
impeached and impriſoned ; by that Impriſonment his Year; 
were ſhortened ; and the Proſecution was carried on by the 
Honourable Perſon, who is now the Subject of your Quel- 
tion, tho' he knew at that very Time, that there was no Evi 
dence to ſupport it. I am now, Sir, glad of this Oppor- 
tunity to return Good for Evil, and to do that Honourable 
Gentleman and his Family that Juſtice, which he denied to 
mine. | 
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« Tho' it is now very late, yet I did not, at firſt, think of Mr. Pulteney. 


ſpeaking ſo early in the Debate, becauſe I had a Mind to 
have heard firſt what the Honoyrable Gentleman had to ſay 
in his own Vindication ; but ſince the Houſe ſeems to be of 
Opinion, that he ought to be the laſt Speaker in this De- 
bate, I find my ſelf obliged to alter my Intention, and to give 
you my Sentiments upon the Queſtion, before I hear what 
he has to ſay. As this, I ſay, ſeems to be the Opinion of 
the Houſe, I ſhall not preſume to ſay it is partial; but I 
muſt obſerve, that it is contrary to the eſtabliſhed Practice 
in all other Caſes in this Houſe, and in all other Courts of 
Juſtice I have ever heard of; for both in this Houſe, upon 
all other Occaſions, and in all other Courts, the Petitioner 
or Proſecutor is always allow'd to reply; and if this Method 
had been obſerved upon this Occaſion, I ſhould have re- 
ſerved myſelf for the Reply, in which Caſe I ſhould have 
taken particular Care not to have mentioned any new 
Charge, but would have confined myſeſf entirely to thoſe 
Facts, that had been before mentioned in the Debate. This 
ſhould have been my Method; had I been allowed to ſpeak 
by way of Reply ; but now, I think, I may take the Liber- 
ty, if I think fit, to take Notice of ſome Facts that have not 
been yet mentioned in the Debate; and I hope the Houſe 
will give me leave to explain a little farther ſome of thoſe 
weak or wicked Meaſures that have been already men- 
tioned. | | | 

To begin, Sir, with our foreign Affairs: I muſt go a 
little farther back than the Treaty of Hanover, in order to 
ſhew the Weakneſs of that Treaty; and if I can ſhew, that 
the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is now the Subject of Debate. 
muſt Himſelf have been conſcious of the Weakneſs of that 
Treaty, it was then wicked in him to approve of it, or 
to purſue that pernicious Plan of Politics, upon which it 
was founded, Sir, the Plan, and the right Plan of Poli- 
tics, which had been purſu'd during the whole Reign of 
King William, and the whole Reign of Queen Anne, till 
towards the latter End of it, when a new Miniſtry began to 
take new Meaſures, was todiminiſh the Power of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, and add to the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, in 
order to preſerye a Balance of Power in Europe. In execu- 
tion of this Plan we joined, not as Auxiliaries, but as Prin- 
cipals, in two dangerous Wars againſt France: We expend- 
ed many Millions ; we run ourſelves many Millions in Debt, 
moſt Part of which remains as yet a Load upon this Nation . 

| an 
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Anno 14, Geo and the Earl of Oxford, our Miniſter at the End of dt 
por not purſuing this Plan. The chief Article againſt thy 
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Queen's Reign, was impeach'd the Beginning of laſt Reign 


Miniſter was, his having, by the Peace of Utrecht, left thy 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria too ſmall in Italy and Flay, 
ders, and the Kingdom of Spain under a Sort of Dependanc 
upon the Court of France. This I ſay, was the chief Arti. 
cle of Impeachment againſt that noble Earl, and this o 
preſent Minifler could not be ignorant of, becauſe he wa 
Chairman of that very Committee, which drew up thoſe 
Articles of Impeachment, and was then one of the warmet 
Proſecutors of that noble Earl. 

To remedy one of the Faults found with the Treaty d 
Utrecht, we entered into a Negotiation, ſoon after the Ac. 
ceſſion of his late Majeſty, for giving Sicily to the Emperor, 
in Exchange for Sardinia, which Exchange was eſtabliſhed 
by the Treaty of London in the Year 1716, and as that 
Treaty was ſigned by this very Gentleman, he could not be 
ignorant of the Plan of Politics upon which it was founded 
ln ſupport of this Plan, we are obliged to engage in a War 
againſt Spain, which occaſioned our deſtroying their Fleet 
in the Mediterranean in the Year 1718; and this very Plan 
was the chief Foundation of the Quadruple Alliance, which 
Spain afterwards acceded to, tho* the Conditions of that Ac. 
ceſſion are not, as yet, I believe, fully known. Thus we get 
one of the Faults found with the Treaty of Utrecht amended, 
and as to the other, it was by the Hand of God very ſoon 
removed ; for by the Death of the late King of France, and 
the Regeat's ſetting aſide his Will, which, luckily for this 
Nation, happened ſoon after his late Majeſty's Acceſſion, the 
Dependence of the Court of Spain upon that of France waz 
remov'd, and an Enmity eſtabliſhed between the two Courts, 
which ſoon after broke out in an open War. 

By theſe Means the two chief Faults that had been 
found with the Treaty of Utrecht, were both rectified ; and 
thus the Affairs of Europe ſtaod, when this Miniſter began 
firit to have an Influence over our Councils. Whilſt a ea. 
louſy, or rather Enmity, ſubſiſted between the Courts of 
France and Spain, it was reaſonable enough for us to keep a 
Correſpondence with the Court of France, eſpecially as at 
that Time we had a Diſpute with the Court of Spain ; but as 
that Enmity ceaſed by the Regent's Death, and as a good 
Correſpondence was reſtored between theſe two Courts, by 
the young King of France's being married to the Infanta of 
Spain, we ought then again to have begun to be upan our 
Guard againit the Ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon, and 
tor this Purpoſe we ought to have continued to cultivate a 


good 
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deo Correſpondence with the Houſe of Auſtria, and we ought Anno 14, Geo, 
5", WE have endeavoured, by all the artfal Means we could think II. 1240 
ha to interrupt that Correſpondence, which had been re. 


fabliſhed between the Courts of France and Spain, and to 
ccommodate all the Differences ſubfiſting between the 
ourts of Spain and Vienna. According to the Plan of Po- 
ics purſued ever ſince the Revolution, theſe ſhould have 
nthe Ends propoſed in all our Negotiations; and for 
»mpliſhing theſe Ends, a moſt happy and unlook'd- for 
ecident occurred by the Court of France's ſending back 
e [nfanta of Spain, and getting their King married to his 
relent Queen. | 

This, Sir, was one of the moſt lucky Accidents that 
bald have happened for this Nation, and for Europe, if we 
ad known how to have made the right Uſe of it. The 
ourt of Spain immediately broke off all Correſpondence 
ith that of France, and offered to refer all their Differences 
th the Court of Vienna to our ſole Meditation; but our 
reſent Miniſter had then got almoſt the ſole Direction of 
public Councils, and upon this Occaſion the Plan of Po- 
tics he had laid down to himſelf, firſt began to appear: This 
lan was, That, as long as the Court of France did nothing to 
liſturb or interrupt his Poſſeſſion of Power in this Kingdom, 
e would do nothing that might diſpleaſe them; but, on the 
mntrary, would do all they deſired, and connive at what they 


, .d a Mind to do, as far as was conſiſtent with his Safety 
wr ere at home. This, I ſay, was his Plan: That it is the Plan 


e has ever ſince purſued, I ſhall make appear from the 
1 hole Tenor of his Conduct: And, when we conſider the 
ature of it, we cannot wonder at his having employ'd ſuch 
near Relation, in concerting and eſtabliſhing ſuch a Plan. 
In Purſuance of this Plan and directly contrary to that 
lan of Politics we ſhould have purſued, and for which we 
ad expended ſo much Blood and T'reature, he refuſed to ac- 
pt of this ſole Mediation offer'd us by Spin, or to make 
iy Advantage of this Difference that had happened be- 
yeen the Courts of France and Spain. From our refuſing 
o accept of this Mediation, the Court of France had ſome 
Reaſon to hope, that the Difference between the Courts of 
ſienna and Madrid might remain unaccommodated, till ſhe 


p bould find an Opportunity for making up the Breach occa- 
oned by ſending back the Infanta of Spain; but the Court 
0 ff Spain were ſo irritated at the Affront put upon them, 


at they reſolved at any Rate to accommodate their Dif- 
rences with the Court of Vienna, and for this Purpoſe they 
nt a Miniſter privately to Vienna, by whoſe Means Trea- 
ies of Peace, Guaranty and Commetce, were concluded be- 
tween 
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I. 17 40. The concluding of theſe Treaties, Sir, and the 8000 

kd Correſpondence thereby eſtabliſhed between the Courts 9 

Vienna and Madrid, gave a moſt juft and reaſonable Alam 

to France. As the Court of Spain was highly and mot ju) 

Irritated againſt her, and as the Houſe of Auſtria was he 

moſt dangerous and inveterate Enemy, ſhe had great Reaſy 

to be afraid of a cloſe Union between theſe two Power: 

She had even ſome Reaſon to fear an immediate Attack 

But all the other Powers of Europe, and this Nation in par 

ticular, according to our antient and right Plan of Politic, 

had Reaſon to rejoice at this Union : Even ſuppoſe the En. 

| peror and Spain had jointly attacked France, we might hay, 

4 looked on with Indifference, till one of the Parties had be. 

| gun to puſh her Conqueſt too far. Till this had happend, bel 
even the Dutch might have looked on with Indifterence; “ 

for tho' there was at that Time a Diſpute ſubſiſting betwen Wi 

them and the Emperor, in relation to the Oſtend Company, 

that Diſpute was not of ſuch Conſequence as to occaſion 

Breach ; and if the Emperor had, in Conjunction with Spain 

reſolved to attack France, he would certainly have ſacrifice 

that Company, for the ſake of gaining a Neutrality from 

the Dutch, * 
* Accordingly, Sir, we ſaw, that the Dutch teſtified 1 
Apprehenſions from thoſe Treaties, or from the cloſe Unia 
thereby eſtabliſhed between the Emperor and Spain. Bu 
upon this Occaſion our Miniſter's Plan of Politics produced 
a new Effet, which has been attended with many notable 
Miſchiefs to this Nation, and has now at laſt overturned the 
Balance of Power in Europe. As France had moſt jut 
taken the Alarm, and found ſhe could not inſtil any Feat 
into the Dutch, ſhe had Recourſe to our Miniſter here, in 
order to fill our Court with Apprehenſions from thoſe Tre: 
ties, that had been concluded between the Emperor and 
Spain at Vienna. For this Purpoſe, ſhe invented a Story 
of her having had certain Information from Vienna, that 
there were ſome ſecret Articles, by which the Emperor and 
Spain had agreed to take Gibraltar and Portmahon from u, 
to defeat the Proteſtant Succeſſion by reſtoring the Pretender, 
and to ruin our Trade with Spain, by granting many conl: 
derable Advantages to the Emperor's Subjects; and that the 
only way we had to guard againſt theſe terrible Deligns, 

was by entering into a defenſive Alliance with her. f 

Tho' this Story was in itſelf ridiculous, becauſe of 1s 

being impracticable for the Emperor and Spain to effeRuatt 
any of thoſe Defigns againſt us: Tho' both the Emperot 

and King of Spain expreſsly denied there being oy 

| ecte! 
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ſecret Articles; Tho' they invited us to accede to the Trea- Anno 14, Geo 


ties concluded between them; and tho' it was very much the 


Nation's Intereſt to do ſo; yet ſuch was our Miniſter's In- CHW NI 


Agence over our Councils, ſuch his Attachment to the Plan 
of Politics he had laid down for his own Conduct, that he 
prevailed on his late Majeſty to give Credit to this impro- 
bable French-Story, and to conclude with France the Treaty 
of Hanover in September 1725, which Treaty the King of 
Pruſſia was drawn into, by making him believe, that one © 
the Deſigns of it was, to reſtore the Proteſtants of Thorn, 
and ſecure the Obſervance of the Treaty of Oliva; but he 
joon ſaw the other contracting Parties had no ſuch Deſign, 
and therefore he ſoon left them. 

« Thus, Sir, we were drawn in to ſecure France againſt 
being attacked by the Emperor and Spain, when, according 
to our antient Plan of Politics, we ſhould rather have pro- 
mo:ed that Attack; becauſe we might eaſily have taken care 
that neither S.de ſhould have puſhed the War too far, and, 
inthe mean time cur Trade would have greatly increaſed by 
the Decay of the Trade of France. 1 know, Sir, it will 
be laid, that the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is now the Queſ- 
tion before us, had no hand in that Treaty, becauſe he was 
not at Hanover when it was concluded ; but as he had then 
the chief Direction of our Affairs, and as it is very impro- 
bable any Engliſh Miniſter at Hanover ſhould conclude a 
Treaty of ſuch Importance, without the Advice of the Coun- 
ci] here, therefore the Treaty's being ſigned at Hanover, is 
no Proof of his having had no hand in it. But, I hope, it 
will not be pretended, that he had no hand in adviſing the 
Meaſures taken in Purſuance of this Treaty; and I ſhall 
now ſhew, that thoſe Meaſures were more pernicious, and 
more piainly demonſtrated his Dependance upon the Coun- 
cils of France, than the Treaty itleif. Ihe Treaty was no 
more than a defenſive Treaty; and if France had been at- 
tacked, we were thereby obliged to furniſh her with no 
more than 8000 Foot and 4000 Horle, and that not till two 
Months after Application ſhuuid. be made for chem; ſo that 
we had not, from this Treaty, the lealt Occaſion for putting 
ourſelves to the Expence of augmenting our Army, or of 
taking any foreign Troops into our Pay, till ſuch an Attacls 
lad been actually made; becauſe we ſhould then have had 
Time enough to provide our ſtipulated 2»zte of Troops. 
And ſuppoie there had been ſome Truth in the Story of the 
ſecret Acticles between the Emperor and Spain, we had no 
Occaſion to put ourſelves to the Ex pence of ſending out any 
Squadrons, till ſuch Time as we had certain Irformation of 
their providing a Fleet of Traniports to invace us, becauie 
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not- we ſhould then have had Time enough to ſend out a Squa. 
1 dron ſufficient for diſappointing their Deſigns, , 
lit is therefore impoſſible, Sir, to find out a Reaſon for 
the Meaſures we took in Parſuance of this Treaty, any other 

way than by conſidering what was the Intereſt, and what at 

that Time might be the Views of the Court of France. 

From thence, indeed, we may find a Reaſon, and it was, [ 

am fully convinced, the only true Reaſon. France had 2 

Mind not only to guard againſt her being attacked, but it 

was her Intereſt, and ſhe certainly intended to break that 
Correſpondence which had been eſtabliſhed between the Em. 

peror and Spain, and to chaſtiſe the Court of Spain a little 

for daring to take any Meaſures contrary to her Intereſt ; and 

both theſe Ends they intended to accompliſh by Means of 

her Influence upon our Miniſter, without putting herſelf to 

any great Expence, or coming to any open Breach either 

with the Emperor or Spain. Was this poſlible ? Ves, Sir, 

by making the Cat's Paw of this Nation, ſhe accompliſhed 

all ſhe intended, and in the manner ſhe intended. The 

Neceſſity of pulling down the overgrown Power of the 

Houſe of Auſtria, became now the favourite Topic of al 


One Bs. 


prevent the return of the Galleons; but as France did not 5 
intend, that we ſhould reap any Advantage to ourſelves, or 


; our Court-Politicians and Pamphleteers; and in order to of 
| prevent the Courts of Vienna and Madrid from carrying 80 
their dangerous Deſigns into Execution, our Miniſter pre. nj 
N vailed upon us to ſend out two powerful Squadrons, one to i 
ö inſult the Spaniards upon their own Coaſts, and another to | 
f doSpain any real Injury, therefore, our Squadron were not G 

to attack the Spaniards either by Sea or Land, but only to 3 


perſuade them, in caſe we met with them at Sea, to deliver 
| their Treature into our Hands, in Truſt for the ſeveral Par- : 
| ties concerned. 

Thus, Sir, France got us to chaſtiſe the Court of Spain 
for daring to take any Meaſures contrary to her Intereſt ; and 
then ſhe made a Merit at that Court, of her having pre- 
vented us from doing any Miſchief to them, notwithſtand- 
ing their having declared War againſt us, and openly at- 
tacked our Town of Gibraltar. By this Means ſhe laid a 
Fourdation for getting herſelf reconciled with the Court of 
Spain, and by Means of that Reconcilement, and her Influ- 
erce upon our Miniſter, ſhe accompliſhed the other Point 
ſhe had in View, which was to create a new Breach betweeu 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid. Por this Purpoſe, his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty became now the Mediator between 
us and the Court of Spain, and by his Mediation the Treaty 
of Seville was concluded, which created a new and almoſt 


irreconcileable 
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irreconcileable Breach between the Courts of Vienna and Anno: 4, Geo 


Madrid. 


« As by this Treaty we were brought upon the Brink f 


being forced to enter into a War, in Conjunction with 
France and Spain, againſt the Emperor, the whole Nation 
began to take the Alarm, ſo that our Miniſter was obliged 
now to conſult his own Safety ; and this drove him precipi- 
tately into the Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, in order 
to prevail upon the Emperor to admit the Introduction of 
Spaniſh Troops into the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, Parma, 
and Placentia, The Treaty of Seville being, by this dan- 
gerous and raſh Step, fully executed upon our Part, it was 
natural to expect a due Performance on the Part of Spain; 
but France having now by our Means recovered her Influ- 
ence over the Court of Spain, and it being highly advan- 
tageous for the Trade of France to have Diſputes always 
ſubfiting between us and Spain, France took Care that 
Spain ſhould perform nothing of what had been promiled 
on her Part by the Treaty of Seville, except, I think, the 
Reſtitution of the Ship Prince Frederick, and perhaps ſome 
of the other Ships that had been ſeized in the Ports of 
Spain at the Beginning of the Rupture, As to all our other 
Demands, they remained unadjuſted : The Term for adjuſt- 
ing them by Commiſſaries expired ; that Term was again 
and again renewed, and in the mean time the Spaniards ex- 
erciſed the Right they had ſet up, of ſearching our Ships in 
the American Seas, and ſeizing ſuch of them as had any 
Goods on board, which they were pleaſed to call contraband. 
By this, daily Depredations were committed upon our Mer- 
chants in the Weſt-Indies; daily Complaints were made to 
cur Miniſter here; and thus Affairs ſtood, when France, in 
Con junction with Spain and Sardinia, thought fit to attack 
the Emperor in the Year 1733, With an avowed Deſign to 
trip him of all his Dominions in Italy. 

In the Beginning of the late Reign, Sir, the Power of 
the Houſe of Auſtria was thought too weak, without the Ad- 
dition of Sicily to their other Italian Dominions. A Mini- 
ler had been impeached for leaving that Houſe in ſuch a 
weak Condition by the Treaty of Utrecht: We had procured 
him Sicily at the Expence of a War with Spain; becauſe, 
without that Addition, the Balance of Power in Europe, it 
was thought, could not be ſecured. We had, therefore, 
three Reaſons for joining with the Emperor in this new 
War; one founded upon the general Intereſt of Europe, be- 
cauſe the Balance of Power would be overturned, ſhould the 
Emperor be ſtript of his Italian Dominions : A ſecond 


founded upon our own Honour, becauſe we had but two 
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the Emperor was induced to admit of the Introduction gf 
Spaniſh Troops into Italy, which Troops were now emplyy. 
ed in attacking him: And a third founded upon our own 
particular Intereſt, becauſe we could not otherwiſe expect 
obtain Satisfaction or Security from Spain. Theſe, Su, 
were weighty Conſiderations ; but the Plan of Politics oy 
Miniſter had laid down, prevailed over all theſe ; and ws 
continued idle, tho' not expenceleſs Spectators, till the Powe 
of the Houſe of Auſtria was diminiſhed by the Loſs of Na 
ples and Sicily, and the Power of France increaſed by tg 
Acceſſion of Lorain, 

« During this War, the Spaniards favoured us with ſony 
Sort of Intermiſſion of Depredations; but as ſoon as it wx 
over, they renewed them with more Vigour than ever, an 
openly boaſted of their being encouraged, and that they 
would be protected againſt the Effects of our Reſentment, by 
France. As our Trade in general, as well as our particulzr 
Merchants, ſuffered greatly by theſe Depredations, it wa 
highly the Intereſt of the Nation to inſiſt peremptori'y upon 
Satisfaction; but as this was contrary to the Interell ef 
France, our Miniſter's Plan of Politics prevailed over the 
Intereſt of his Country, and the Cries of his Counrrymey, 
At laſt ſomething mult be done for his Safety he:e at home, 
and ata great Expencea Treaty was obtained, by which we 
neither got Satisfaction nor S-curity, but a Foundation for 
another ten Years trifling Negociation. This, he found, 
the Nation was too wile to be amuſed with, and thereſoſe he 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of entering into a War 
againſt Spain: This War, Sir, the Court of France wn 


obliged to connive at, rather than riſk the Loſs of a Mui. 


ſter, who had ſhzwn himſelf ſo much their Slave; but boy 
was this War to be carried on? According to the Interet 
of this Nation, it was certainly to be carried on in the mot 
vigorous Manner, in order to make it of a ſhort Duration; 
and the moſt exact Care was to be taken of our Trade, 
becauſe there only the Enemy cou!d hurt us : But according 
to the Intereſt of France, the War was to be carried on in 
that Manner, which might make it the moſt laſting, and 
molt expoſe our Trade to ſuffer by Spaniſh Privateers ; be 
cauſe by this Means, our Trade might at Jail be ruined pat 
all Redemption, and the Trade of France eſtabliſhed ſo, as : 
be out of our Power to hurt it. I ſhall leave Gentlemen to 
judge, in which of theſe Methods the War has been hitherto 
carried on; for if it has been carried on in the latter Me. 
thod, it is a Proof that our Miniſter has to this very Day 
purſyed that Plan of Politics, which I have ſaid * laid 

oun 
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down for his Conduct, at the very Beginning of his Admi- AO 4, Geo. 


niſtration. 
« | ſhall beg leave, Sir, to mention two other Facts, as a 


Proof of this Plan. By the Treaty of Utrecht, the Port and 
Harbour of Dunkirk were to be deltroyed, and never to be 
repaired 3 and by a Treaty between his late Majeſty and 
France, in the Year 1717, it was ſtipulated, That no Port, 
Haven or Fortiſication ſhould be made or built at Dunkirk 
or Mardyke, or any other Place whatever along that Coaſt, 
within two Leagues of either of thoſe two Places: Yet, Sir, 
25 ſoon as this Miniſter begin to have the chief Direction of 
our Affairs, not only the French began to uſe Dunkirk as a 
Port, but it was admitted as ſuch, and as a Flemiſh Port too, 
notwithitanding its being in the Poſſeſſion of France, even 
upon our Cultom-houle Books; and great Quantities of 
French Brandies were not only allowed to be imported from 
thence, but to be imported as Flemiſh Brandies, by which 
they avoided paying the high Duties impoſed by Law upon 
French Brandies. This Point being once gained, the 
French ſoon began to repair the Port and Harbour of Dun- 
kirk, ſo as to make the Harbour fit for receiving very large 
Ships; and now at laſt they have begun to repair the Fortifi- 
cations and erect Batteries; ſo that in Caſe of a War with 
France, we may expect to have our Trade as much inſeſted 
by Durkirk Privatcers, as ever it was in the lalt War, 
This, Sir, is a farther Proof of our Minilter's Complai- 
fance for France; and in order to add another to this, I mult 
obſerve, that both France and Spain have, Iriſh Regiments 
in their Service; but tho* thoſe Regiments are ſaid to be in 
the Service of France or Spain, and receive their Pay from 
his moſt Chriſtian or his moſt Catholic Majeſty, yet they 
are properly in the Service of the Pretender, and acknow- 
ledge him for their King and chief Maſter. Therefore, if it 
is not Jreaſon, it is ſomething very like Treaſon, to aſſiſt or 
connive at the Recruiting of thoſe Regiments in any of his 
Majeſty's Britiſh Dominions: Yet ſuch was our Miniſter's 
Complaiſance for France, that, at their Defire, he had like to 
have incurred being guiity of this Crime. Nay, he would 
certainly have incurred it, and thoſe Regiments would have 
been recruited openly in theſe Kingdoms, and with the Con- 
ſent of our Adminiſtration, if ſome of thoſe whom he has 
long look'd on as his Enemies, had not warned him of his 
Danger ; which ſhews that their Oppoſition to his Meaſures 
did not proceed from Malice and Reſentment, as he has al- 
ways infinuateg, but from a ſincere Regard to the Good of 
their Country ; for ſurely a malicious Enemy would have 
been glad to have ſeen him commit ſuch a criminal Tn 
an 
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Anno 14, Geo. and would, therefore, have taken care not to prevent hi 
IL. 4740. being guilty of it, by fore-warning him of his Danger. 


« Having now, I hope, Sir, ſufficiently demonſtrated gy 
Miniſter's Plan of Politics with regard to foreign Affairs, 
ſhall next endeavour to inveſtigate and demonſtrate his Plz 
of Politics with regard to our domeſtic Affairs; and her, 
he ſeems to have laid it down as a Rule, to govern by th; 
ſole Means of Bribery and Corruption; and for this Purpoſt, 
to prevent our being able to leſſen our Debts, or aboliſh any 
of our Taxes, by running the Nation every Year into extrz 


ordinary and unneceſſary Charges, and by every other Me. 


thod he could contrive, Upon his firſt Acceſſion to the 
ſole Direction of our public Affairs, we were in a fair way 
of being able in a ſhort time to pay off every Shilling of ou 
public Debt. The South-Sea Scheme, by its being ſo wick. 
edly conducted, had, indeed, ruined many private Men, but 
it was of ſingular Service, and might have been made of 
much greater Service to the Public. Our Irredeemabie, 


were thereby made redeemable: The Intereſt payable upon 


moſt of our public Debts was to be reduced in a few Year; 
from five to four per Cent ; and the South Sea Company 
were obliged to pay off ſeven Millions of our Debts at once, 
by ſinking ſo much of their Capital. By theſe Means, the 
Sinking Fund would have been ſo much increaſed, that if 
it had been religiouſly applied, our public Debts might hive 
been by this time almoſt entirely diſcharged, and all our 

rievous Taxes aboliſhed ; but this would have very much 
lefſened the Miniſter's Fund for Corruption, by demoliſhing 
many of thoſe Poſts and Places which he has at his Diſpoſal; 
and therefore, according to his Rlan, this Effect was by all 
means to be prevented: The public Charge was to be yearly 
increaſed, in order to oblige us to apply the Sinking-Fund 
to the current Service, or to run as much in Debt with one 
Hand, as we paid off with the other; and the Land-T'x 
was to be repreſented as the moſt grievous Tax to the Na 
tion, becauſe it furniſhed him with the leaſt Means for Cor- 
ruption. 

In Purſuance of theſe Maxims, the ſeven Millions due 
by the South- Sea Company to the Public was generouſly re- 
leaſed, and the Expences of the Civil-Liſt were ſo much 
increaſed, that a new Debt of 500,0001. was contracted in 
the Vear 1725, for paying the Debts of the Civil-Liſts, tho 
the like Sum had been granted to his late Majeſty for the 
ſame Purpoſe, but four Years before; and upon his preſent 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, an Addition of 100,000]. a Year was 
made to the Civil-Liſt Revenue, beſides the 115,000]. which 
was granted for making good a pretended * in that 
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nt }; or increaſing the public Charge, was the famous Treaty of 
„ anover in the Year 1725. For 8 the Dangers 
don ih which Europe was threatened from the overgrown 


þ,wer of the Houle of Auſtria, he did not think it ſufficient 


p put this Nation to the Expence of augmenting our own 
here mies, and fitting out ſeveral Squadrons, but we muſt like- 
y the viſe take foreign Armies and foreign Princes into our Pay. 
poſe burely, Sir, if Europe had at that Lime been in any Danger 


rom the overgrown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, this 
Nation was the laſt, and had the leaſt to fear, therefore we 
ould have been the laſt that put ourſelves to any Expence 
or guarding againſt that Danger; and yet we were not only 
the firlt, but the only Power in Europe that put itſelf to any 
Expence upon that Account. The Dutch that lay molt 
xpoſed, were ſo very little apprehenſive, that they did not 
ſo much as accede to the Treaty of Hanover till near a Year 
alter it was made; and the French who had the molt to fear 
from an Alliance between the Emperor and Spain, put 
themſelves to little or no Expence, nor gave us any Aſſiſtance 
when we were openly atracked by Spain, on account of 
what we did for preventing the Danger they lay expoſed to. 
Whereas, we took 12,000 Heſhans immediately into our 
Pay, granted Subſidies to the King of Sweden, the King of 
Denmark, the Duke of Wolfembuttle ; and what was moſt 
extraordinary, the Subſidy to the Duke of Wolfembuttle 
was not granted til] half a Year after we had made up Mat- 
ters with the Emperor, and the Heſſian Troops were conti- 
nued in our Pay for ſeveral Years after. 
] muſt therefore conclude, Sir, that all the extraordinary 
Expence we put ourſelves to on account of, or conſequent to 
to the Treaty of Hanover, could proceed from nothing but 
F a Deſ.gnto prevent our paying off any conſiderable Part of 
6 our Debts, or aboliſhing any oH our Taxes; and the aboliſh- 
. ing of the Salt-Duty in the Year 1730, in order to diminiſh 
the Sinking-Fund, and reviving it again in the Year 1732, 
in Eaſe of the Land-Tax, is a tarther Proof of this Deſign. 
But as it would be tedious to mention all the Arguments that 
| might be brought in Procf of this Deſign, and as I have 
| taken up too much of your Time already, I ſhall trouble 
you with no more of them, except the defeating of that 
Scheme which was offered to tbis very Parliament, for re- 
dueing the Intereſt payable upon all our Funds, or for put- 
ting it out of the Power of any future Miniſter to prevent 
the Nation's getting rid of its Debt by Degrees. We muſt 
all remember by what Means, and by whom, that Scheme 
was defeated ; and conſidering how practicable it was at that 
| Time, 


venue. But what furniſhed him with the beſt Pretence Anno 14, Geo. 


II. 17 40. 


* 


* N 1 
«r „ IO 


— 4 


_ — — — 
ATE e * — 


— 
— 
"+ *; TY : 1 


mw 


8 
Anno 14, Geo which, I'm afraid, will never be again, we muſt, I think, 
II 1745. conclude, that the Minifter who defeated it could have no 
LYDRJG Deiign that our Devis ſhould ever be paid, or our Taxe 
aiminiſhed. 

Before I have done, Sir, with this Miniſer's Conduct, 
mult take Notice of one thing which has bren too often pre- 
tiled under all Miniſters, and that is, the letting of public 
Securities ſtand out, without any Fund for their Pay ment, til 
they run to a great Diſcount, when they are bought up by 
the Miniſter's Friends and Tools, perhaps in Truſt for him. 
ſelf, and then a Fund is provided for paying them off at the 
full Price. This, I ſay, has been too often practiſed under al 
Miniſters, when they could have any Opportunity of it, and 

this has not been left unpractiſed under this Miniſter. We 
all know what a prodigious Sum that Debt due to the Army, 
and to foreign States, were at laſt brought to, which con 
tinued for ſeveral Years to circulate under the Name of Am 
Debentures, at an Intereſt cf Hur per Cent, without any Fund 
for paying off the Principal. Moft of thoſe Debentures tha hi. 
werecertified before the 211t of March 1719, were ſubſcribe Cc 
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into the South Sea Company, but of them there remained De 
unſubſcribed near 400, oool. and after the 21ſt of March thi 
17:9, new Army Debentures were made out for Debts nc an 
before certified for near 550,0001. ſo that for ſome Tine Pr 
before the Year 1727, there was near a Million circulating WWiſſco! 
in Army Debentures at four per Cent, without any certain us 


Fund for paying the Principal ; for as the Sinking- Fund had to 
been appropriated to the Payment of Debts contraQed before Wi to 
the Year 1716, ſome People doubted if it could be applied to ba 
the Payment of theſe Debentures ; and as there was always lo 
great Number of them at Market, they came at laſt to be a 
{old at above zol. per Cent. Diſcount, But towards tht to 
latter End of the Year 1726, all that could be got at a 8 
Diſcount were bought up, and a certain Shop in this Ct in 
was particularly noted for the purchaſing ſuch Debentures un 
At laſt, upon the 7th of March 1726, a Reſolution was come lu 
to in this Houle, to pay off all thoſe Army Debentures, af 
which public Notice was given, and by an Act of the fame N 
Seſſion, the Sinking-Fund was appropriated to the paying Wi © 
off all theſe Debentures at their full Price, by which tit fc 
laſt Purchaſers got in a few Months above 30 per Cent cicar m 


Profit. 0 

Whether the Miniſter himſelf was perſonally concerned a 
in this Jobb, I ſhall not pretend, Sir, to determine, but ſome V 
of his Friends were known to be concerned in it; and whe- Wi © 
ther he was concerned or no, is, I am ſure, a Queſtion that ] 
can never be determined as long as he has the ſole Dire&ion Wi * 
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even if he gave private Notice to his Friend, it Wu certainly 


of all our public Aﬀairs. If he was perſonally concerned, or Anno 14, Geo; 


bez highly criminal; but as a Proof of ſuch Facts cannot be ex- CV WIND 


ected whilſt he is in Power, and as upon this Motion we have 
Q, 1 vo Occaſion for alledging ſuch particular Crimes againit him, 
rac nuch leſs for proving them, I ſhall not mention any more of 
able them, tho? there are others, of much the fame Nature, of 
til which he has been ſuſpected. I fav, Sir, we have no Occa- 
fon for alledging or proving any ſuch Crimes for ſupport- 
ing this Motion; and I muſt fay, 1 am greatly ſurprized 
to hear, that ſome Gentlemen who, I believe, mean well, 
eſpecially an honourable Gentleman who {poke ſome time 
ince, ſhould be able to diſtinguiſh between a Motion for im- 
peaching a Miniſter, and a Motion for removing him from 
the King's Councils, A Motion for an Impeachment muſt 
be ſupported by ſome particular Allegations .of a criminal 
Nature, and by ſome Sort of Proof of thoſe Allegations, be- 
fore this Houſe can agree to it; but a Motion for removing 
him'is ſufficiently founded, if from the whole Tenor of his 
Conduct it appears in general, that he muſt either have bad 
Deſigns or muſt be a very weak Man. | have explained 
this Miniſter's Plan of Politics with regard both to foreign 
and domeſtic Affairs: I have ſhewn, [ think, ſuch ftrong 
Preſumptions of this being his Plan of Politics, that we mult 
conclude him a very wicked, or a very weak Minilter. Let 
us conſider, Sir, what we have to do next Summer: We are 
to have a general Election for a new Parliament: We are to 
form Alliances, and concert Meaſures for preſerving a Ba— 
ance of Power in Europe, otherwiſe it will be irrecoverably 
loſt, Can we expect a fair or free Election, whillt we have 
a Miniſter at the Helm, who has laid it down as a Maxim, 
to govern by the ſele Means of Bribery and Corruption? 
Can we expect that any of the Powers of Europe will enter 
into any Alliance or Concert with us, whilſt our Affairs are 
under the ſole Direction of a Miniſter who has ſhewn himſelf 
lach a Slave to France ? 

* What a Danger then, Sir, muſt the Liberties of this 
Nation be expoſed to? What a Danger muſt the Liberties 
of Europe be expoſed to, by continuing tais Miniſter but 
for one Year longer in Power? If the Honourable Gentle- 
man would conſider this, Sir, I am ſure, he would not talk 
of returning him Good for Evil, or of doing this Miniſter 
and his Family that Juſtice which he denied to his. To 
vote for continuing a Man in a Polt which he has ſhewn 
| himſelf to be very unfit for, is doing him neither Good nor 
Juſtice: It is like putting a Sword into the Hands of a 
Madman or Ruffian; and to continue him in the ſole Direc- 
Vor. VII. Q_ tion. 
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Anno 14, Geo tion of our public Affairs, at ſuch a critical Conjuncture, j; 
IL 1740. doing the greateſt Evil, the greateſt Injuſtice to our Country, 
Therefore, I hope, every Gentleman who, from this Mini. 

ſter's former Conduct, and from the preſent melancho 

Situation of Affairs, both Abroad and at Home, thinks he 

has Reaſon to ſuſpeR his being either a very wicked, or x 

very weak Miniſter, will give his Affirmative to the preſent 


Queſtion. Tr: 
Sir Robert Walpole. hor 
S I R, : wit 
Sir Robert I confeſs, I am at a Loſs what to ſay, or how to juſtify of 
Walpole. myſelf on this Occaſion, I had often heard, that ſome for 
ſuch Motion was deſigned againſt me; but I was always x ſt) 
a Loſs to conjecture what the Honourable Gentlemen might ret 
have to ſay in ſupport of their Motion, My own Innocence | 
convinced me, they had no real Crime, nor any wilful Neg. 5 
le& to lay to my Charge; and I therefore ſuppoſed, they H 
had heard ſome malicious Stories, which they had given to ſh 
much Credit to, and which I might eaſily ſhew the Falſhood as 
of, when I came to hear them explained. But now I hare la 
heard the whole Charge againſt me, I do not think there i 1 
any one Part of it, except one ſingle Fact, which is not a h 
Charge, not only againſt his Majeſly and all thoſe of his t 
Council, but allo againſt both Houſes of Parliament, as K 


well as againſt me. If I were to anſwer for myſelf alone, 1 
I ſhould think my Taſk very eaſy ; but as I am to anſwer l 
for King, Lords and Commons, it gives me great Pain, leſt . 


their Cauſe ſhould ſuffer thro' any Incapacity in me: Yet 

| dangerous and painful as the Taſk is, I muſt undertake it, 
and ſhall be as conciſe as the Nature of the Caſe will admi: 
of, 


© I have, indeed, this Advantage, Sir, that all the Objec- 

tions now made to the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, have 

been already anſwered to the Satisfaction of a Majority of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and, I believe, to the Satisfaction 
of a Majority of the better ſort of People in the Nation; 
therefore, | need only repeat a few of thoſe Anſwers that 
have been made already, which I ſhall] do in the Order oi 
Time in which the ſeveral Tranſactions happened, and con- 
0 ſequently muſt begin with our refuſing to accept of the ole 
. 8 Mediation offered us by Spain, upon the Breach between 
that Court and the Court of France, about the latter's 
breaking off the intended Marriage between their King and 
4 the Infanta of Spain. I hope it will not be ſaid, we had 
4 any Reaſon to quarrel with France upon that Account ; and 
therefore, if our accepting of that Mediation might have 
|  occaſione? 
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occaſioned our quarrelling with France, we had no Buſineſs Anno 14, Geo, 
with it, unleſs we had ſomething very beneficial for ourſelves | 


to expect by the Acceptance. A Reconciliation between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid was, it is true, what was to 
be wiſhed-for by all Europe, as well as hy us, provided it 
had been brought about without any Deſign to diſturb our 
Tranquillity, or the Tranquillity of Europe ; but both Par- 
ties were then ſo high in their Demands, that we could 
hope for no Succeſs; and if the Negotiation had ended 
without Effect, we might have expected the common Fate 
of Arbitrators, the diſobliging of both Parties. There- 
fore, as it was our Intereſt to keep well with both, I muſt 
{till think it was the moſt prudent Part we could act, to 
refuſe the Mediation offered, 

The next Step of our foreign Conduct found fault with, 
is the Treaty of Hanover. Sir, if I were to give the true 
Hiſtory of that Treaty, which no Gentleman can deſire 1 
ſhould, I am ſure, I could fully juſtify my own Conduct; but 
as do not deſire to juſtify my own, without jullifying at the 
ſame time his late Majeſty's Conduct, I mult obſerve, that 
his late Majeſty had ſuch Information, as convinced not only 
him, but all thoſe of his Council, both at Home and Abroad, 
that ome dangerous Deſigns had been formed between the 
Emperor and Spain, at the Time of their concluding the 
Treaty at Vienna in May 1725. Deſigns, Sir, which were 
dangerous not only to the Liberties of this Nation, but to 
the Liberties of Europe, 'They were not only to wreſt 
Gibraltar and Portmahone from this Nation, and to force 
the Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos 
married to the Emperor's eldeſt Daughter, who would 
thereby have had a Probability of uniting in his Perſon, or 
in the Perſon of ſome of his Succeſſors, the Crowns of 
France and Spain with the Imperial Dignity, and the Au- 
ſirian Dominions. It was therefore highly reaſonable, both 
in France and us, to take the Alarm at ſuch Deſigns, and to 
think betimes of preventing their being carried into Execu- 
non. But with regard to us, it was more particularly our 
buſineſs to take the Alarm, becauſe we were to have been 
immediately attacked. | | 

© I ſhall grant, Sir, it would have been very difficult, if 
not impoſſible, for Spain and the Emperor, joined together, 
to have invaded, or made themſelves Maſters of any of his 
Majeſty's Britiſh Dominions ; but will it be faid, they might 
not hive invaded his Majeſty's Dominions in Germany, in 


order to force him to a Compliance with what they deſired 


of him, as King of Great Britain? And if thoſe Domi- 
ons had been invaded on account of a Quarrel with this 
Q 2 Nation, 
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Anno 14, Geo Nation, ſhould not we have been obliged, both in Ronoy 
IL 1740. and Intereſt, to Cefend them? When we were thus thre, 
tened, it was therefore abſolutely neceſſary for us to make 
an Alliance with France; and that we might not truſt 100 
much to their Aſſiſlance, it was likewiſe neceſſary to form 
Aljiances with the Northern Powers, and with ſome of the 
Princes in Germany, which we never did, nor ever could do, 
without granting them immediate Subſidies. Theſe Mes. 
fures were therefore, I ſtill think, not only prudent but re. 
ceſſary, and by theſe Meaſures we made it much more dat. 
gerous for the Emperor and Spain to attack us, than i 
would otherwiſe have been. 

* But ſtill, Sir, tho' by theſe Alliances we put ourſelye 
upon an equal Footing with our Enemies, in cale of an {&; 
tack, yet, iu order to preſerve the Tranquillity of Europe, 
as well as our own, there was ſomething elſe to be done. We 
knew thit War could not be begun or carried on withou 
Money; we knew that the Emperor had no Money for tha 
Purpcie, without receiving large Remittances from Spain; 
and we knew that Spain could iend him no ſuch Remittance; 
without receiving large Returns of Treaſure trom the Wel: 
Indies. The only way therefore to render theſe two Power; 
incapable of diflurbing the Tranquillity of Europe was, by 
ſending a Squadion to the Weſt-Indies to ſtop the Return of 
the Spaniſh Galleons; and this made it neceſſary at the 
ſame lime to fend a Squadron to the Mediterranean, for the 
Security of our valuable Poſſeſſions in that Part of tte 
World By theſe Meaſures the Emperor ſaw it was impol. 
Hble for him to attack us in any Part of the World, becauſe 
Spain could give him no Aſſiſtance either in Money cr 
Troops; and as for the Spaniards Attack upon Gibraltar, 
It was ſo vain, we had no Occaſion to call upon our Allies 
for Aſſiſtance : A ſmall Squadron of our own prevented their 
attacking it by Sea, and from their Attack at Land we had 
nothing to fear; they might have knocked their Brains ot 
againſt inacceſſible Rocks, to this very Day, without brirg- 
ing that Fortreſs into any Danger. 

I do not pretend, Sir, to be a great Maſter of foreign 
Aﬀtirs: In that Poſt in which I have the Honour to {erve 
his Majeſty, it is not my Bufineſs to meddle with them ; and 
as one of his Majeſty's Council I have but one Voice ; but if 
I had been the ſole Adviſer of the Treaty of Hanover, and 
all the Meaſures that were taken in Purſuance of it, from 
what I have ſaid, I hope it will appear, that I do not deſerve 
to be cenſured, either as a weak or a wicked Miniſter on 
that Account ; and now With regard to the Guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, I am really ſurpriſed to find that Mes- 
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ute objected to; it was ſo univerſally approved of, both * 14, Geo. 
. 1740 


within Doors and without, that till this very Day | think 
no Fault was ever found with it, unleſs jt was that of its 
being too long delayed. If it was ſo neceſſary for ſuppori- 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe, as has been inſiſted on 
in this Debate, to preſerve intire the Dominions of the 


Houſe of Auliria, ſurely it was not our Buſineſs to inſiſt upon 
I Partition of them in favour of any of the Princes of the 


Empire. But if we had, could we have expected, that the 
Houſe of Auſtria would have agreed to any ſuch Partition, 
even forthe gaining of our Guaranty? The King of Pruſſia 
had, it is true, a Claim upon ſome Lordſhips in Sileſia, but 
that Claim was abſolutely denied by the Court of Vienna, 
and was not at chat Time ſo much as inſiſted on by the late 
King of Pruſſia, Nay, 3f he had lived till this Time, I 
believe it would not now have been inſiſted on; for he ac- 
ceded to that Guaranty without any Reſervation of that 
Claim; therefore, I muſt look upon this as an Objection, 
which has ſince ariſen from an Accident, that could not then 
be foreſeen nor provided againſt. - 1 

« I muſt therefore think, Sir, that our guarantying the 
Pragmatic Sanction, or our manner of doing it, cannot now 
be objected to, nor any Perſon cenſured by Parliament for 
adviſing that Meaſure ; but tho* it was prudent and right in 
us to enter into that Guaranty, we were not therefore obliged 
to enter into every Broil the Houſe of Auſtria might atter- 
wards lead themſelves into; and therefore, we were not in 
Honour obliged to take any Share in the War which the 
Emperor brought upon himſelf in the Year 1733, nor were 
we in Intereſt obliged to take a Share in that War, as long as 
neither Side attempted to puſh their Conquelts farther than 
was conſiſtent with the Balance of Power in Europe, which 
was a Caſe that did not happen; for the Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria was not diminiſhed by the Event of that 


War, becauſe they got Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, in 


liea of Naples and Sicily ; nor was the Power of France 
much increaſed, becauſe Lorain was a Province ſhe had al- 
ways taken and kept Poſſeſſion of, during every War ſhe had 


| been lately engaged in. And as to our Diſputes with Spain, 


they were not then come to ſuch a Height, as to make it 
neceſſary for us to come to an open Rupture. We had then 
Reaſon to hope, that all Differences would be accommo- 
dated in an amicable manner; and whilſt we have any ſuch 
Hopes, it can never be prudent for us to engage ourſelves in 
War, eſpecially with Spain, where we have always had a 
very beneficial Commerce. 

« Theſe 
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Anno 14, Geo « Theſe Hopes, tis true, Sir, at laſt proved abortive, hy: 
IL 1740. I never beard it was a Crime in any one to hope for the hes. 
It was this ſort of Hope that was the Cauſe of the late Con. 
vention, and if Spain had performed her Part of that Prell 
minary Treaty, I am ſure, it would not have been wrons 
in us, to have hoped for a friendly Accommodation, and fo 
that End to have waited for nine or ten Months longer, i 
which Time the Plenipotentiaries were by the Treaty ty 
have adjuſted all the Differences ſubſilting between the tw, 
Nations. But as Spain failed in performing what ſhe had 
— to by this Preliminary, it put an End to all oy 
ope, and then, and not till then, it became both prudent 
and neceſſary for us to begin Hoſtilities, which were accord. 
ingly begun as ſoon as poſſible after the elapſing of the Tine 
in which Spain was to have paid the 95,0001. Thus the pre. 
ſent War began, and as I am neither General nor Admiral, 
as I have nothing to do either with our Navy or Army, ] 
am ſure, TI am not to anſwer for the Proſecution of it. But 
were I to anſwer for every Thing, no Fault could, I think, 
be found with my Conduct in the Proſecution of the War, 
It has from the Beginning been carried on with as much Vi. 
gour, and as great Care taken of our Trade, as was cor fifte:t 
with our Safety at home, and with the Circumfiances ve 
were in at the Beginning of the War. If our Attacks upen 
the Enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been {0 
vigorous or ſo frequent as they ought to have been, thole 
only are to blame who have for many Years been harangu— 1 
ing againſt regular Troops and Standing Armies; for with. 
out a ſufficient Number of ſuch, in Proportion to the Num- 
bers kept up by our Neighbours, I am ſure, we can neither 
defend ourſelves, nor offend our Enemies. a 
I now come, Sir, to the Conduct of our domeſtic Affaire, a 
and here a heavy Charge is laid, as if the Nation had been \ 
run into an extraordinary and unneceſſary Expence, in order . 
to prevent our being able to pay off our Debts, or abolih ( 
our Jaxes. Sir, if there be any Ground for this Charge, 
it is a Charge againſt both Houſes of Parliament, as well 
as againſt the Adminiſtration. No public Expence hes 
been incurred but what has been approved of and provided 
for by Parliament: The public Treaſure has been duly p- 
plied to the Uſes to which it was appropriated by Parlia- 
ment, and regular Accounts have been annually laid before 
Parliament of every Article of public Expence. If by #c- 
reign Accidents, by the Diſputes of foreign States amongſt 
themſelves, or by their Deſigns againſt us, the Nation has 
often been put to an extraerdinary Expence, that Expence 
cannot be ſaid to have been unneceſſary, becauſe, if by far- 


ing 
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ing that Expence, we had expoſed the Balance of Power to Anno 14, Geo, 


Danger, or ourſelves 'to an Attack, it would have coſt us, 
chaps, a hundred Times the Sum, before we could recover 
fom that Danger, or repel that Attack. 

« In all ſuch Caſes there will be a Variety of Opinions. 
[ happened to be one of thoſe who thought all thoſe Ex- 
pences neceſſary, and I had the good Luck to have the Ma- 
jority of both Houſes of Parliament on my Side of the Queſ- 
tion ; but this, it ſeems, proceeded from Bribery and Cor- 
raption. Sir, if any one Inſtance had been mentioned; if 
it had been ſhewn, that I ever offered a Reward to any 
Member of either Houſe, or ever threatned to deprive any 
Member of his Office or Employment, in order to influence 
his voting in Parliament, there might have been ſome 
Ground for this Charge; but when it is ſo generally laid, I 
do not know what I can fay to it, unleſs it be to deny it as 
generally and as poſitively as it has been aſſerted ; and, 
thank God! till ſome Proof be offered, I have the Laws of 
the Land, as well as the Laws of Charity in my Favour. 
Some Members of both Houſes have, 'tis true, been re- 
moved from their Employ ments under the Crown; but were 
they ever told, either by me, or any other of his Mijeſty's 
Servants, that it was for oppoſing the Meaſures of the Ad- 
miniſtration in Parliament? They were removed, becauſe 
bis Majeity did not think fit to continue them longer in his 
Service. His Majeſty had a Right todo fo, and I know no 
one that has a Right to aſk him, What doſt thou? If his 
Majeſty had a Mind that the Favours of the Crown ſhould 
circulate, would not this of itſelf be a good Reaſon for re- 
m-ving any of his Servants? Would not this Reaſon be ap- 
proved of by the whole Nation, except thoſe who happen to 
be the preſent Poſſeſſors? I c:nnot therefore ſee, how this 
can be imputed to me as a Crime, or how any of the King's 
Miniſters can be blamed for his doing what the Public has 
no Concern in; for if the Public be well and faithfully 
lerved, it has no Buſineſs to aſk by whom. 

Upon the Whole, Sir, it is a great Comfort to me to 
ind, that my Enemies, after all their Boaſting, can lay no 
particular Crime to my Door, nor charge me with any one 
Lranſaction, at Home or Abroad, that has not had the Ap- 
probation of Parliament. And whatever People may think 
of the Wiſdom of the Adminiſtration, for I am ſure I ſhall 
not deſire them to think weil of mine, their Conduct will 
(peak for itſelf. Our Tranquillity has been preſerved both 
Abroad and at Home, notwithſtanding a molt unreaſonable 
and violent Oppoſition to all their Meaſures : The true In- 
terelt of the Nation has been purſued : Oar Trade has flou- 
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Anno 14, Geo riſhed : A Part of our Debt has been paid off; and the 

II. 1740. landed Intereſt has been very much eaſed, with reſpe& 9 

NN) that moſt unequal and grievous Burden, the Land-Tax. | 

ſay ſo, Sir, becauſe upon Examination it will appear, that 

within theſe „ or ſeventeen Years, no leſs than 8, ooo, 

o of our Debt has been actnally diſcharged, by the due 

Application of the Sinking- Fund, and at leaſt 7, ooo, ooo 

has been taken from that Fund, and applied to the Eaſe of 

the Land Tax; for if it had not been applied to the cy. 

rent Service, we mult have ſupplied that Service by increz. 

ing the Land-Tax ; and as the Sinking-Fund was originally 

deſigned for paying off our Debts, and eaſing us of our 

- Taxes, the applying it in Eaſe of the Land- Tax, was cer. 

tainly as proper and as neceſſary an Uſe as it could be ay. 
plied to. | 

But. Sir, I had almoſt forgot one Fact, which ſeems t 

be a particular Crime charged againſt me, I mean that re. 

lating to Army-Debentures. I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear 

any thing relating to this Affair charged upon me: What. 

ever Blame there may be in this Affair, it ought to be placed 

to the Account of thoſe that were in Power, when I was, 2 

they call it, the Country Gentleman: It was by them thi 

Affair was ſet on Foot and conducted, and [ came in only to 

pay off thoſe public Securities, which their Management 

had brought to a great Diſcount, and conſequently to redeem 

our public Credit from that Reproach, which they had 

brought upon it. Theſe Army-Debentures being at a great 

Diſcount, was a ſtrong Reaſon, and the Reaſon that pre. 

vailed with the Parliament, to apply the Sinking Fund firl 

to the paying off thoſe Debentures, but they could not apply 

the Sinking-Fund to that Purpoſe, till it began to produce 

ſomething conſiderable, which was not till the Year 1727. 

That the Sinking Fund was then te receive a great Addi- 

tion, was a Fact publicly known in the Year 1726; and if 

ſome People were quick- ſighted enough to foreſee, that the 


Parliament would probably make this Uſe of it, and cunning t 
enough to make the molt of their own Foreſight, could | - 
help it, or could they be blamed for doing ſo? But I defy | 
my molt inveterate Enemy to prove, that I had any Hand in : 
bringing theſe Debentures to a Diſcount, or that I had any ( 
Share in the Profits made by buying them up. \ 


To conclude, Sir, tho' I ſhali always be proud of the 0 
Honour of any Truſt or Confidence from his Majeſty, yet! | 
ſhall alw:ys be ready to remove from his Councils and Pre- 
ſence, when he thinks fit I ſhould do ſo; and therefore | x 
ſhould think myſelf very little concerned in the Event of 


the preſent Queſtion, if it were not for the Incroachment 
that 
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that will thereby be made upon the Prerogatives of the Anno 14, Geo 
Crown. Fut I muſt think, that an Acdreis to his Majelly II. 17 40. 


to remove cne of his Servants, without ſo much as alledging 
any particular Crime againſt hem, is one of the greateſt 
Encroachments that was ever made upon the Prerogatives 
of the Crown ; and ther. fore, for the fake of my Maſter, 
without any Regard to my own, I hope all thoſe that have 
2 due Regard for cur Conſtitutton, and for the Rights and 
Prerogatives of the Crown, without which our Coallitution 
cannot be preſerved, will be againſt this Motion.” 


The whole Debate continued from eleven o'Clock in the 
Aſternoon till piſt three the next Morning, before which 
Time above ſixiy, ſuppoſed to be c? the Minority, left the 
Houſ:: So that on the Diviſion, the Motion was carried in 
the Negative, Ayes 106, Noes 290. 


The 16th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to exp'ain and 


amend an Act 3d King James I. for the Recovery of {tall 
Debts, and for the Relieving of poor Debtors in London. 
Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Read a firſt time the Mutiny and Deſertion-Bill. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for licenſing the Im- 
portation of Victual from Ireland, &c. into Scotland in 
Time of Scarcity. Ordered it to the Lords. 

The 17th. Read a ſecond time the Mutiny and Deſertion- 
= - 
Read a ſecond time the Weſtminſter-Bridge- Bill. 

Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on Ways 
and Means ; viz. Reſclved, that the Duties on Salt, and al- 
ſo on Red and White Herrings [delivered out for Home 
Conſumption, which by an AQ 8th King George II. were 
continued to the 25th of March 1746, be further continued 
tothe 25th of March 1753. Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 


Then proceeded to the further Hearing of the Matter of Reading Elec- 
tion decided. 


the Petition of John, Dodd Eſq; complaining of an undue 
Election and Return for the Borough of Reading in the 
County of Berks. And the Counſel! were called in; and ſe- 
veral Witneſſes examined in behalf of William Strode, Efq; 
itting Member; and having finiſhed their Evicence, the 
Counſel on both fides were directed to withdraw. And a 
Motion being made and the Queltion put, that William 
Strode, Eſq; is duly elected a Burgels to ſerve in this preſent 
Parliament, or the Borough of Reading in the County of 
Berks; it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 133, Noes 141. 
Reſolved, that John Dodd, Eſq; is duly Elected, &. 
The 18th. Read a third Time and paſſed the Bill to ex- 
plain and amend an Act 3d King James I. for the Recover- 
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Anno 14, Geo. ing of ſmall Debts, and for the Relieving of poor Debtors in 
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London. Ordered it to the Lords. mY 
Read a firſt time, a Bill for granting and continuing the * 
Duties upon Salt, and upon Red and White Herrings for : * 
further Term. = 
Read a firſt time a Bill to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſer g. 


of Eſtates of Papilts, againſt the Penalties or Forfeitures Pa. 
piſts are liable to, for not kaving enrolled their Eſtates, in 
purſuance of an AR 3d King George J. 

In a grand Committee made ſome Progreſs on the Bill u 
prevent Inconveniences ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after 
Iſſue joined ; and to proceed on the 24th Inſtant. 

The 19th. Read a ſecond Time the Bill for continuing 
the Duties upon Salt, and on Red and White Herrings for 
further Term. | 

Read a firſt time a Bill to explain and amend ſo much a 
an Act 6th King George I. for better ſecuring certain Pow; 
and Privileges intended to be granted by his Majeſty, by tu, 
Charters for Aſſurance of Ships and Merchandizes at Sea, ani 
for lending Money upon Bottomry, and for reſtraining ſever 
extravagant and unwarrantable Practices therein mentioned, u 
relates to the extravagant and unwarrantable Practices there. 
in mentioned. : 

In a grand Committee, went thro* the Bill to indemnify 
Perſons who have omitted to take the Oaths, &c. with ſeve- 
ral Amendments, 


Read a ſecond time the Bill for opening a Trade to and 
from Perſia through Ruſſia. : 


The 2oth. Agreed to the Report of the Oath-Bill; or- 


dered it to be ingroſſed. 3 
In a grand Committee took into Conſideration the ſeveral 1 
Petitions preſented to the Houſe on the Decay of the Woo! 


len Manufactures; and Mr. Webber was called in and ex> x 
mined concerning his Scheme for a univerſal Regiſtry cf f 
Wool ; to proceed on the 25th Inſtant, 
The 22d. Received Petitions from the Counties of Eflex 
and Glouceſter, repreſenting to the Houſe, That ſhould the : 
Bill for opening a Trade to and from Perſia through Ruſia 
paſs into a Law, it will greatly diſcourage the Manufacture | 
of Clcth in this Kingdom ; and therefore praying that the 
Bill may not paſs into a Law, unleſs Proviſion be made 
therein, to oblige the Traders to Pefſia through Ruſſia to 
export in Woollen Cloths to the amount of the Value of the 
Raw-Silk, and other the Perſian Commedities they hill 
import from Ruſfta : Referred to the Committec ot tte 
whole Houſe. 


Ordered, That Br. Nettleton, Mr. Dingley, , 


1 
on the 26th Inſtant. 


men, and for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Majeſty's 
Fleet. 

Reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report of 
the Bill for the Recovery of Small Debts, and ordered it to 
be ing roſſed. 

The 24th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for in- 
demnify ing Perſons who have omitted to qualify themſelves 
for Offices and Employ ments, within the time limited by 
Law, and for allowing a farther time for that purpoſe : Or- 
dered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill to indemnify Proteſtant Pur- 
chaſers of Eltates of Papiſts, &c. | 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill to prevent Inconve- 
riencies ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined, with 
ſeveral Amendments. 


ln a Committee on the Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Debate on the 


quartering of 
Soldiers. 


Deſertion, a Debate aroſe as follows: 
Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 


One of the greateſt Perfections the Laws of any Coun- gir William 


Gramotte, Ruſſia Merchants, do attend the ſaid Committee Anno, Geo 
17 40. 
Read a ſecond time, a Bill for the Encouragement of Sea V 


try can be attended with, is, to be ſo plain, preciſe, and ex- Yonge. 


preſs in all their Clauſes, as not to admit of any Doubt, Un. 
certainty or double Meaning. This is a Rule, which ought 
to be obſerved, as far as is conſiſtent with human Weakneſs, 
in the forming of every new Law; and in no fort of Laws 
1s it more neceſſary, than in thoſe that are made for regulat- 
ing the Behaviour of the Civil and Mil:tary Power towards 
one another; for nothing contributes more towards making 
the Army and the People live eaſily together, than to have 
their reſpective Rights and Privileges fully and clearly de- 
termined, ſo as that every Soldier may know the utmoſt he 
can expect, and that his Landlord, or any other Perſon he 
has to do with, may know what is due to him. 

* This being the Caſe, Sir, as you are now upon that 
Bill for regulating the Army and their Quarters, which 
paſſes yearly, in this Kingdom, and as a Doubt has ariſen 
upon ſome Clauſes inſerted in all former Acts of the ſame 
nature, the Duty of my Office makes it incumbent on me 
to acquaint you with that Doubt, and to propoſe a Method 
for obviating it for the future. In all former Mutiny-Bills, 
at leaſt in all that have been of late Years paſſed into Laws, 
it has been enacted, That the Officers and Soldiers quar- 
tered as directed by the Act, ſhall be received by the — 
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tered ; and ſhall pay ſuch reaſonable Prices as fhall from 
Time to time be appointed by the ſuſtices of the Peace, 
who are thereby empowered to appoint ſuch reaſonable Rate; 
for all neceſſary Proviſions for Officers and Soldiers, for one 
or more Nights, in all Places which they ſhall come to in 
their March, or which ſhall be appointed for their Relidence 
and Quarters.” And by another Clauſe in the ſaid Bills it 
has been enacted, «+ That the Officers, when they reccive 
the Pay of any Regiment, Troop, or Company, ſhall give 
public-Notice thereof to all the Inns, and other Places where 
the Officers and So'diers are quartered, that they may bring 
in their Accounts ; which Accounts the Officer or Officers 
receiving the Pay, are required to accept of, and immedi. 
ately pay the ſame, before the Subſiſtence or Pay ſhall be 
diſtributed, either to Officers or Soldiers, provided the ſaid 
Accounts exceed not the ſeveral Rates therein mentioned 
and aſcertained.” 

« From theſe Clauſes, Sir, it has been, till very lately, 
thought, that the Owners of Inns, and other Places where 
Soldiers are allowed to be quartered, were obliged to ſurnih 
the Soldiers with Diet and ſmall Beer for themſelves, and 
with Hay and Straw for their Horles, if demanded ; ard 
the Owners of Inns and other ſuch Places have, till of late, 
generally done ſo, without charging more for it in their 
Accounts, than the Paymaſter was by Act of Parliament 
required and limited to pay: But of late Years a different 
way of Thinking has begun to prevail; and the Owners of 
Inns and other Places have begun to refuſe to furniſh the 
Soldiers with Diet or Small Beer for themleives, or with Hay 
and Straw for their Horſes, at the Rates allowed by the Go- 
vernment, pretending, that by the Words of the AQ, they 
are not obl:ged to furniſh Soldiers with any of theſe Necel- 
ſaries, unleſs they approve of the Prices allowed by the Go- 
vernment, or appointed by the Juſtices of Peace. 

One of the firit Diſputes, Sir, of this kind happened 
but laſt Year at Wakefield, where the Price cf Hay had, 
during the hard Froſt, riſen to an exceſſive Height: Upon 
this, the Juſtices of Peace in that Diviſion took the Caſe into 
their Conſideration, andappointed the Rate for Hay for a Horie 
to be 8d. per Diem. As this was 2d, per Diem above what 
was allowed by AQ of Parliament, the Dragoons ſcrupltd 
paying it, and the Officers ſent a Letter to me on the Subject: 
Tunis Letter I laid before the Attorney-General, and after he 
had conſidered the Caſe, his Opinion was, that the Juſtices 
of Peace had exceeded the Powers given them by Act of 
vVarliament ; that they were to appoint the Rates of necel- 

5 ſary 
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to exceed the Allowance given by the Government, and 
expreſsly limited by the very Act itſelf; and that the Own- 
is of Inns, and other Houſes where Soldiers age appointed 
by Law to be quartered, were obliged to furniſh them with 
:ceſſary Proviſions for themſelves and Horſes, at a lower 
Rate than what was allowed by Law, if the Juſtices ſhould 
zppoint it to be ſo, but that neither they could require, nor 
the Juſtices appoint any higher Rates to be paid; and I muſt 


all Times one certain uniform Pay from the Government; 
his Wages do not riſe and fall as other Peoples do, according 
o the Price of Proviſions, or the Demand for Workmen ; 
his Pay is always the ſame, and the Allowance appointed 
by Law is the higheſt that Pay will admit of: He muſt be 
ſupported, and therefore, ia Times of Scarcity, you muſt 
either augment the Pay of your Soldiers, or you mult o- 
blige thoſe, where they are quartered, to furniſh them with 
neceſſary Proviſions at thole Rates, which their Pay will 
admit of. 

gut I muſt take notice, Sir, that, before this Diſpute 
happened, there had been one of much the ſame nature at 
LeJbury : There, the Owners of Inns, Alehoules, and the 
like, even refuſed the Soldiers the Uſe of their Fires or U- 
tenſils to dreſs their Victuals: They would allow them no 
Small Beer to drink, nor ſa much as Salt to their Pottage. 
A Soldier upon a March cannot carry a Kitchen, a Sack of 
Coals, and a Cag of Small Beer upon his Back; they muſt 
be allowed ſuch Things at the Places where they are quar- 
tered ; they thought they had a Right to inſiſt upon having 
them; and this had like to have bred a Tumult betwixt the 
Soldiers and Townſmen. This Caſe was Jaid before the 
then Attorney-General, now Lord Chief Juſtice Willes, and 
his Opinion was, That the Owners of the Houſes, where 
the Soldiers were quartered, were obliged to allow them 
Diet and Small Beer at the Government's Allowance, or 
even at a cheaper Rate, if the Juſtices of Peace ſhould order 
it to be fo. | 3 

do not myſelf, Sir, pretend to any great Knowledge 
of the Law, or to the Art of putting the proper Meaning 
upon the Words of an Act of Parliament; but upon thele 
wo Opinions, I think, I cannot be accuſed of paſſing a raſh 
Judgment, if I ſay, that Soldiers have, by the Laws of this 
Kingdom, a Right to inſiſt upon Diet and Small Beer for 
themſelves, and Hay and Straw for their Horſes, from the 
Owners of the Inns or Houſes where they are quartered ; 
and, indeed, to me the Senſe of the Acts of Parliament 


made 


ay, it is molt reaſonable it ſhould be ſo; for a Soldier has at 


ry Proviſions for the Soidiers and their Horſes, but not ſo Anno 14, Geo. 


IL 1940. 
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However, there are many Lawyers, it ſeems, eſpecially In 
the Country, who think otherwiſe ; and the People, depen. 
ing upon their Opinion, have now, in many Places, begu 
to refuſe Diet and Small Beer to the Soldiers quartered i 
their Houſes, I do not know but they may ſoon begin y 
refuſe a Soldier a Bed. They have, I think, as gout, Mr. 
Right to refuſe the one as the other; for the Law ſays only nn Ss 
they ſhall receive the Soldiers quartered upon them: It dg 
not ſay, they ſhall furniſh them with Beds, no more than j 
lays, they ſhall furniſh them with Diet and Small Beet. 
Till now it has always been ſuppoſed, that by receiving wy 
meant, to furniſh the Soldier with ſuch a Bed as he cov 
lie on, and with neceſſary Proviſions at ſuch a Price as te 
could pay. But a different Interpretation is now put upon 
this Word; and as the Doctors of the Law thus difer 
among themſelves, the Jultices of the Peace do not knoy 
how to behave. If you do not put an End to the Diſpute, 
by adding a few explanatory Words to the Law, which ya 
are now to revive, a Law Suit muſt, and is to be begun h 
Information, for terminating this Diſpute. 

This, Sir, will be attended with a great Expence to the 
Public, as well as to the Perſons that are to be ſued, which, 
I think, you ought to prevent, now you have ſo fair an Op 
portunity. But what is much worſe than the Expence 2. 
tending a Law Suit, if, upon the Event of a Law Suit, it 


ſhould be found, that the Owners of Houſes where Soldier; + 
are quartered, are not by Law obliged to funiſh them vith the 
Diet and Small Beer at the Government's Allowance, or for 
with any thing elſe beſides Houſe-room, the Country beo 0 
ple, who naturally do not much like Soldiers, will take all R 
the Advantage they can of what is declared to be Law, and 1 
this may occaſion a general Mutiny in your Army; for en T 
the other hand, the Soldiers, Men who have got Arms in ch 
their Hands, and who have been taught how to uſe them, - 
won't like to give up a Right, they think, they have a jul b 
Title to, and a Right which they have enjoyed for at leali a 
threeſcore Years without Interruption. R 

For preventing theſe Dangers, Sir, I have drawn up 0 


Clauſe, as I thought I was, by the Duty of my Office, o- 
bliged to do, which I ſhall beg leave to lay before you. 
What I propoſe is, that inſtead of the uſual Clauſe for o- | 
bliging the Inn-keepers and others to receive the Soldiers 
billeted upon them, you ſhould inſert a Clauſe as follows: 
„Provided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby enacted, that the 
Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered and billetted as a foreſaid, 
ſhall be received, and furniſhed awith Diel and * 
/ 


( 127 ) 
alling-Houſes, and other Houſes, in which they are al- 


llwing for the ſame the ſeveral Rates herein after men- 
ioned, to be payable out of the Subſifence-Money for Diet and 


\ nall- Beer. 


Mr. Sandys. 


SIR, 


fon of Parliament muſt be attended with new Laws, or 
new Clauſes in old Laws, for oppreſſing the induſtrious Sub- 
jet, and endangering the Liberties of the Country. It is im- 
poſſible to levy high Duties upon the Neceſſaries or Conve- 
niences of Life, it isimpoſbble to keep up numerous Standing- 
Armies, without ſuch Laws or ſuch Clauſes; and yet we 
have, for twenty Years, been contriving how to continue and 
increaſe both. The high Duties we groan under, were in- 
troduced for ſupporting a heavy and expenſive but neceffa- 
y War; but how the keeping up of a numerous Standing- 
Army In Time of Peace, was introduced, I can no other way 
account for, than by ſuppoſing, that it was neceſſary for ſup- 
porting unpopular, deſtructive Meaſures, and a hated Mini- 
ſter. I am ſurprized to hear the forcible Quartering of Sol- 
diers upon public or private Houſes inſiſted on, as if it were 
a neceſſary Mean for the Support of our Government. Sir, 
if we were to attend ſtrictly to our Conſtitution, even as it 
ſtands at preſent, we ought, in no Mutiny-Bill, to admit of 
the Quartering of Soldiers, even on Pub ie Houſes, except 
for a ſew Nights, in their March from one Garriſon to ano- 
ther, or for the firſt Night after they arrive at the Place de- 
ligned for their Reſidence. Tho' we now keep up, tho' we 
nave long kept up a great Number of Standing-Forces in 
Time of Peace, yet, properly ſpeaking, they are no more 
than is ſuppoſed to be neceſſiry for Guards and Garriſons ; 
and accordingly the Reſolution annually agreed to in this 
Houſe is, That the Number of effective Men to be pro- 
vided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain, for the en- 
ſuing Year, ſhall be ſuch a Number as is then thought neceſ- 
fary.” Before the Revolution we had Guards and Garriſons, 
even in Time of Peace; but before the Revolution, nor for 
ſome Years after, we had no Quartering of Soldiers, either 
upon public or private Houſes, in Time of Peace, without 
the Conſent of the Owner. On the contrary, by an expreſs 
Law, the latter End of King Charles IId's Reign, it was 
enacted, „That no Officer, military or civil, or other 
Perſon, ſhall quarter or billet any Soldier upon any Inhabi- 


tant 


the Owners of the Inns, Livery-Stables, Alehouſes, Vic- Anno 14, Geo. 


IL. 1740. 
awed to be quartered and billeted by this Act; paying af 


lt is an unfortunate State we are fallen into, that every gam. Sandys, 
Etq; 
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Anno 14, Geo tant of this Realm, without his Conſent ;* which Law floh ban * 


IL 1740. 


in force till near the End of the Year 1692, when the u istenti 


Law was made for quartering Soldiers in Public-Houſes, of the 


Soldier provided Quarters for himſelf ; In which, I beliey, 


* Before that Year, Sir, our Guards and Garriſons, by 
which, I mean all the Soldiers we had on Foot, even i; 
their marching from one Place to another, were obliged u 
quarter theſelves as other Travellers do, in Houſes that wen 
willing to receive them; and when they came to any Garti 
ſon or Place were they were to reſide, every Officer 200 


there was no Inconvenience found; for when Soldiers behaye 
civilly, and are agreeable to the People, there will always be 
Houſes enough, either public or private, that will be glad 
receive them for what they are able to pay, unleſs there be; 
greater Number of them than the Place can convenient) 
accommodate. From the Revolution to the Year 1692, we 
had a ſort of Civil War amongſt ourſelves, for Ireland wa 
not entirely reduc'd till the End of the Year g1 ; and as inte 
arma ſilent I:ges, perhaps, during that Time, ſome Libertie: 
were taken with the Laws, in reſpect to Quartering or Bil. 
leting of Soldiers. But in the Year 92, the domeſtic Tran- 
quility of the three Kingdoms being re eltabliſh'd, the Par. 
liament began to think of reſtoring the Laws to their pri- 
tine Force. However, as we were then engaged in a dan. 
gerous foreign War, and upon that Account obliged to keey 
a greater Number of Troops than uſual ; and as our Troops 
were often obliged to march in great Bodies, either from one 


Place of the Kingdom to another, as Danger threatned, or Off 
through the Kingdom in their way to Flanders, the Pariia- y 
ment {aw it would be neceſſary to provide Quarters for them and 
upon their March, in a different Manner from what had be- wel 
fore been allowed by Law; and therefore in the Mutiny- jc 
Bill for the enſuing Year, which then firſt began to be en- wr 
titled, A Bill for puniſhing Officers and Soldiers who hall of 
mutiny or deſert their Majeſties Service, and for puniſhing a1 
faile Muſters, and for the Payment of Quarters, the Claule pre 
for quartering Soldiers in Public-Houſes, without Conſent * 
of the Owner, was introduced, and has ever ſince remained de! 
in all the Mutiny-Bills paſſed, to this very Day; for a f. A 
vourite Power once granted to the Crown, is ſeldom recover q 
ed by the Subject, without ſome remarkable Revolutions in W 
our Govenment. P 


* But by this Clauſe, as the AR then ſtood, it was not in I 
rended, that Soldiers ſhould be quarter'd or billeted in the 
Places appointed for their Reſidence, even indeed upon Pub- 
lic-Houſes, without the Conſent of the Owner. At leaſt it P 


was not intended, they ſhould be ſo quarter'd for any _ 
than 
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dan the firſt Night after their Arrival. That this w as the Anno 14, Geo 
Intention of the AR, is, I think, plain, from the next Clauſe II. 1740. 
of the Act, whereby it is enacted, That Officers and Sol- CW NJ 
diers billetted, as directed by the preceding Clauſe, ſhall 
pay ſuch reaſonable Prices as ſhall be appointed by the Jul- 
tices of Peace in their Quarter Seſſions; and the Jnſtices 
are thereby required to ſet Rates for Proviſions, for one 
or more Nights in their Marching, and the firſt Night only 
in Places appointed for their Reſidence. 

« This, 1 think, Sir, plainly ſhews, that, in Places ap- 

inted for the Reſidence of Soldiers for any Time, neither 
Officer nor Soldier was to be quarter'd for more than the 
frit Night, upon any Houſe, public or private; and the 
Reaſon is evident, becauſe, being then ſettled, if they could 
not agree with their Landlords, where they were fin ſt lodg'd, 
for a Continuance, they might next Day look out for, and 
provide new Lodgings or Quarters for themſelves. It was 
net then intended to give any Soldier, and much leſs an Of- 
ficer,a Right to lodge in the beſt Room of an Inn or A.chouſe, 
without paying any Thing for it, and that, perhaps, for a 
Year, or for ſeveral Years tegether. Even when they were 
upon a March, or for the firſt Night after their Arrival at 
the Place appointed for their Reſidence, they were not to 
have their Lodging abſolutely free; becauſe the Juſlices 
were certainly to have a Regard to the Expence and I rouble 
of lodging them, when they ſettled the Rates they were to 
pay for Proviſions. The modern Practice of giving every 
Ofacer and Soldier a free Lodging in the Houſe where he is 
quarter d, whether he ſpends any of his Money there or no, 
and even in the Place where he is appointed to reſide, as 
well as when he is upon a March, would then have been re- 
jected with great Contempt, if it had been propoſed; for it 
is really laying a Tax upon the Subject, without the Conſent 
of Parliament, at leaſt without any ſuch Conſent obtained in 
a regular Manner, and according to the uſual Methods of 
proceeding in Parliament, when the Subjects, or any Part of 
them, are to be loaded with a new Tax. But, a Foundation 
being thus laid for obliging our Public-Houſes to give free 
Lodging to the Soldiers for a few Nights in their March, apd 
forthe firſt Night after their Arrival at the Place where they 
were appointed to reſide, a Pretence was from thence taken 
to inſiſt. that Soldiers were always to be a Load upon our Pub- 
lic-Houſes, and to be entitled to have always a free Lodging 
even in the Places appointed for their Refidence. Perhaps 
the Words of this firſt Law were left a little doubtful, on 
purpoſe to draw this Inference from them; but this was not 


Vor. VII. I enough 


Anno 4, Geo. enough; for, in order to give Soldiers a leſs doubtfulTitle 
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. terwards alter'd, and the Juſtices were required to ſet aud 


Lodging, but alſo with Board, both according to the Liking 


(130 ) 
this free Lodging for ever, the Words of the Law were 28 


appoint ſuch reaſonable Rules for all neceflary Provifign 
for ſuch Officers and Soldiers, for one or more Nights, | 
the ſeveral Places which they ſhall come to in their Marc, 
or which ſha!l be appointed for their Reſidence and Qu: 
ters. 

* Thus, Sir, you ſee what an encroaching thing an Arny 
is, and I wiſh-it did not encroach upon us in any more da, 
gerous Reſpect. - This of free-Lodging for Soldiers is non 
become a continual and ſettled Tax upon the Public-Houſes 
iu all Places where Soldiers are uſually appointed to refide 
Every ſuch Houle has generally one Soldier at leaſt quarter! 
uponit ; and if the Landlord does not give his Guelt ſuch: 
Lodging as pleaſes him, he muſt pay him ſuch a Sum week. 
ly as he ſhall demand, for his furniſhing himſelf with a Lodg 
ing. Here in Weltmiuſter it is by Cuſtom ſettled at gd. 
Week, that, is 39s. per Annum, for a common Soldier; and 
conſequently the Officers, if they ſhould inſiſt on it, might 
ſurely demand a great deal more. Is not this, Sir, taxing 
the Subject? Is it not increaſing the Pay of the Soldier, 
without any proper legal Authority for either ? This Tax, 
Sir, is the more grievaus, becauſe of its being raiſed upon 
Part of the People only; and it is the more dangerous, be 


cauſe a Miniſter may raiſe it in what Places, and in what £ 
Proportions he pleaſes, and conſequently may make it z 4 
Handle for oppreſſing thoſe Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, 4 
that do not ſend him up ſuch Members to this Houſe, a x 
he ſhall pleaſe to direct. But this Handle is not, it ſeems, © 
ſufficient, therefore ſome new Strength muſt be added to c 
it; and for this, a Pretence is taken from ſome_ Clauſes in - 
our late Mutiny-Acts, which, I think, can admit of no ſuch | 


Meaning. The Inn-keeper, or Victualler, muſt now, it i 
ſaid, furniſh the Soldiers quarter'd upon him, not only vith 


of the Soldier, and yet he is to have no more for both thana 
Groata Day. In Times of Plenty, the Soldier will furniſh 


himſelf, becauſe he can, perhaps, do it at 2d. a Day, but in 


Times of Scarcity, he will oblige his Landlord to funf 
him, becauſe he cannot do it perhaps under 8d. a Day. | 


this juſt, Sir? Is it equitable? Is it poſſible to ſuppo'e that 


an Act of Parliament ſhould eſtabliſh tuch Impoſſitios ? | 
I do not know, Sir, nor do I much regard, what Opinr 
on the Lawyers may have given; becaule they general! 


give heir Opinion according as the Caſe is liated to them f 


— —„— all 
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itle i 


r 
* muſt be wrong. This ſeems to be the Caſe at preſent. The 


Queſtion is, not, what an Inn-keeper or Victualler may de- 


Proviſions ; for it is plain he cannot recover more than a 
Groat a Day ; becauſe the Pay maſter can ſtop no more of a 
Soldier's Pay on that Account; and how the Victualler can 
otherwiſe recover it, I believe, no Lawyer, or even a Con- 
jurer can tell. The only Queſtion therefore is, whether an 
[an-keeper or Victualler be obliged to furniſh the Soldiers 
quartered upon them with Proviſions; and this, I think, ad- 
mits of as little Doubt as the other. He certainly is not 
obliged to do fo, by any expreſs Words in the Mutiny-Bill 
paſſed laſt Year. By a Clauſe in that Bill, as well as many 
former, the Inn-keeper is obliged to receive the Soldiers 
quarter'd upon him : He muſt let them into his Houſe : He 
mult not ſhut his Doors againſt them: But this is all he is 
obliged to do by that Law: Even his furniſhing them with 
Beds is by that Law left, as it ſhould be, depending upon his 
Courteſy ; and hitherto it has produced no — nor have 
the Soldiers been left unaccommodated, except in a few very 
extraordinary Caſes, which can afford no Foundation for any 
Alteration in the Law. 

Both the Inſtances that have been mention'd, are of 
this Kind. The Diſpute of Wakefield I am far from being 
furprized at; I am ſurprized, Sir, there were not ſuch Diſ- 
putes laſt Winter all over the whole Kingdom. It was cruel 
to oblige Inn-keepers to furniſh Hay and Straw to the Sol- 
diers Horſe, at the Rate of 6d. per diem, when Hay and 
Straw bore ſach monſtrous Prices; nay when their own 
Cattle were perhaps dying for Want. The Juſtices were in 
the right to allow gd. Can it be ſaid, that a Trooper or 
Dragoon could not afford 8d. for his Horſe at a Time when 
there was ſuch a Scarcity of all Sorts of Fodder ? Why may 
not a Trooper or Dragoon live upon 4d. as well as a Foot 
Soldier? Suppoſe he allow'd 8d. for his Horſe, he had 4d. 
a Day for himſeif; and with that, or with the worſe Fare 
for himſelf, he ſhould have been content ; eſpecially as he 
knew the Scarcity of Fodder could not be of a very long Con- 
unuance. 

* The Affair at Ledbury too, Sir, was a Caſe of a very ex- 
traoxdinary Nature. The People there did not like at that 
Time to have any Soldiers among them, or at leaſt not ſo 
many of them; becauſe they thought themſelves oppreſſed, 
and knew that the Soldiers were ſent there, to prevent their 
taking their own Way for freeing themſelves from that Op- 
preſſion. I do not ſay it was wrong to ſend Soldiers there 
S 2 


mand, if he does furniſh the Soldier, quarter'd upon him, with 


nd therefore, when the Caſe is falſely ſtated, their Opinions Anno 14, Geo 
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Anno 14, Geo or to ſend ſuch a Number of them; becauſe whether the Pee. 
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ple were oppreſſed or no, they had taken a very wrong Me. 
thod to free themielves from that Oppreſſion. They bad 
choſen a riotous and tumultuous Way of doing it; and , 
Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, who had acted the Part gf 
a bold and worthy Magiſtrate, bad not only been inſulted by 
the Mob, but was in danger of being murder'd by them. 
The People in that Neighbourhood had behaved in a mo 
riotous and obſtinate Manner upon that Occaſion ; but ſurely 
the Obſtinacy of the People in a particular Corner, and upon 
a particular Occaſion, is not to be pleaded as a Realon lo- 
oppreſſing the whole Kingdom. 

* The few Diſputes that have happen'd, Sir, in ſuch a long 
Courſe of Years, between the Soldiers and the People where 
they are quarter'd is a much ſtronger Reaſon for continuiy 
the Law as it is. The Harmony between the Soldiers and the 
People may hitherto be ſaid to have been general: But do 
not let us depend, Sir, upon the Continuance of this Har. 
mony, if we ſhould begin to keep up a greater Nuinber of 
Troops, or even if we ſhould continue to keep up the fame 
Number for many Years to come, The People muſt al. 
ways ſuffer many Hardſhips by the Quartering of Soldiers, 
and theſe Haroſhips mult increaſe or diminiſh in Proportion 
as we increaſe or diminiſh our $tanding-Army. The Pe. 
ple have for many Years expected a Diminution of our Ar- 
my, and conſequently a Diminution of the Hardſhips they 
{uffer from thence. They have every Year hoped it would 
be the laſt, and that the next Year will put an End to mol; 
of the Hardſhips they ſuffered on Account of our Army. 
However ſharp ſighted our Miniſters and Parliament Alen 
have been, in ſecuring thoſe Dangers which have al! alorg 
been pretended as a Reaſon for keeping up ſuch a nunicrou 
Standing Army, the People could perceive none of theſe Dan- 
gers, or at leaſt they ſuppoſed, that ſuch tremendous Proſpect: 
would not regularly preſent themſelves to Yiew every {uc- 
ceeding Winter, and this confirmed them in their annua. 
Hopes that next Seſſion of Parliament would reduce tlie Ar- 
my, and that our Regular Troops would at laſt come real)) 
to be what they every Year are ſuppoſcd to be by Parlia 
ment, nothing but Guards and Garriens, which would . 
courle free all thoſe who do not live in the Purkeus of a G. 
riſon, or the Sunſhine of a Court, from the Burden of quz7- 
tering of Soldiers. | 
But, Sir, the People have been ſo long diſappointed . 
rele Ex pectations, that it is to be feared, they will toon grow 
deſperate. They wil! ceſpair of ever ſeeing themſelves tt 
lixved from the Hardſhips they groan under, With reſpect t. 


from 


. 


mumerous Army is not kept up to protect us againſt foreign 
Dangers, or becauſe it is neceſſary for the juſt Ends of Go- 
yernment, but becauſe it is neceſſary for ſupporting and en- 
forcing the weak or oppreſſive Meaſures of an Admniſtra- 
tion. In this Caſe, every Corner of the Kingdom will be- 
come a Ledbury. The Soldiers will become every where 
hateful to the People, and the People will become deſpicable 
inthe Eyes of the Soldiers. There will then be no Courte- 
ſy, no Harmony between the Soldiers and the Perſons upon 
whom they are quartered. The latter will furniſh nothing 
to their unwelcome Gueſts, but what they are in the utmolt 
St ictneſs of Law obliged to furniſh ; and every Soldier will 
exit with the utmoſt Rigour whatever he thinks himſelf 


Broils between the People and the Soldiers, and may at laſt 
occation an Inſurection ; which will probably end in a total 
Reduction of the Army, or in the Eſtabliſhment of a military 
Government. 

This Conſequence, I ſay, Sir, is to be apprehended even 
from the Army you have now on Foot, and from the Laws 
you have now in Force, with regard to the Quartering of 
Soldiers; but if by new Laws you increaſe the Demands of 
the Soldier upon his Quarters, and at the ſame Time oblige 
tie Perſons upon whom he is Quartered to anſwer thoſe De- 
mmands, the Approach of this fatal Conſequence will be ac- 
celerated : 1 ſay, Sir, if by any new Law you increaſe the 
Demands of the Soldier: For whatever Gentlemen may think, 
tae Soldier's Demands upon his Quarters will be very much 
creaſed by what is now propoſed. At preſent he does not 
wank, that his Landlord is obliged to furniſh him with Diet 
and Small-Beer at the Rate of a Groat a Day, the Soldier 
6:11 inſiſt upon much better Proviſions, and perhaps a greater 
v2ntity too, than what he now chearfully accepts of. The 
1aediate Conſequence of this will be, that a great many of 
tur Inn-keepers and other Public Houſes will give over 
dat Buſineſs, and betake themſelves to ſome other way of 
eing. This will increaſe the Burden upon thoſe that con- 
122 in the Buſineſs, which will foon make many of them 
dow the fame Courſe; ſo that at laſt you may not have, in 
any Places, a' ſufficient Number of Pyblic-Houſes, for re- 
eving a Party of Soldiers upon their March; and the Con- 
':quence of this is, that they mult either lie in the Fields, or 
be quartered upon private Houſes. The former they would 
19: ſubmit to; the latter I dread to think of, and theretore J 
WW gainſt the Clauſe propoſed,” 


be Army. The Suſp'cion will become general, that ſuch a Anno 14, Geo. 
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Anno 14, Geo. 
II. 1740. 


Ad. 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


_ refuſing to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered upon them, with 


( 134 ) 
Sir Wiliiam Yonge. 
It n, 


When TI opened this Affair to you, and gave my Reaſc, 
for the Clauſe, I took the Liberty to offer, I told you, thx 
the Caſe had been lately rendered doubtful, by ſome People; 


Diet and Small Beer, or, indeed, with any Thing elſe; an 
that upon this a Law-ſuit was intended to be commenced, i 
order to have this Queſtion determined. If there had ber 
any expreſs Words in the Law for obliging Inn-keepers a 
others to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered upon them, vit 
Diet and Small- Beer, at the Rate of a Groat a Day, no ſuch 
Doubt could ever have ariſen, no Man would have been 6 
mad as to have refuſed it, when the expreſs Words of the Lay 
appeared againſt him, nor would there have been any Neceſ 
ſity to have troubled you with a new Clauſe upon this Occ. 
fion. But wikl the Honourable Gentleman ſay, that no. 
thing is ever comprehended within the Meaning and Inter. 
tion of a Law, tho' not declared in expreſs Words? This i; 
the very Caſe now before us: The Queſtion that has ariſen, 
is not upon the expreſs Words, but upon the Meaning and 
Intention of the Law ; and if there was ever any Obligation ſe 
created or eſtabliſned by Inference from the Meaning end b 
Intention of a Law, I think, there is, from the Meaning ed 
Intention of this Law, a plain Obligation laid upon Inn-keey 
ers and others, to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upen them, 
with a convenient Lodging, at leaſt with as convenient a 
Lodging as they can afford, and with neceſſary Provilions, 
that is to ſay, Diet and Small- Beer, at ſuch a Rate as ſhall be 

appointed by the Juſtices, not exceeding a Groat a Day. 
This, Sir, is my Opinion, and in this Opinion Ian 
ſupported, not only by the Opinion of ſeveral eminent Lau. 
vers, but alſo by as plain Inferences as were ever in this 
World drawh from any Law. This, I think, will appear 
evident, if we will but ſeriouſly confider the two Clauſes, in 
the laſt Mutiny Act, which relate to this Queſtion, The 
irit ſays, That Soldiers quartered as aforeſaid, ſhall be te. 
zeived by the Owners of Inns, and other Houſes, in which 
they are allowed to be quartered by that Act; and ſhall pa) 
iach reaſonable Prices as ſhall be appointed from Time to 
Jime by the Juſtices:” And then by the ſame Clauſe, tiz 
Juſtices are empowered and required to ſet and appoint ret 
1onable Rates for all neceflary Proviſions for ſuch Soldier 
Now, Sir, if the Law did not intend to oblige the Inn-keep- 
er to furniſh the Soldiers with neceſſary Proviſions, for what 
End was the Juſtice obliged to interfere ? If the Inn- keepet 
Wal 
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he would not certainly agree, unleſs the Soldier on his Part 


to agreed together, what had the Juſtice to do in the Affair, 
er why ſhould the Law oblige him to interpoſe ? Nay, his 
Inter poſition would fignify nothing; for if the Inn-keeper 
agreed to take leſs than the Rate appointed by the Juflices, 
they could not prevent his taking leſs; and, if the Soldier 
zgreed to pay more, they could not prevent his paying it. 
Therefore, from the Law's requiring the Juſtices to inter- 
poſe, | think, it is evident, that it meant to oblige the Inn- 
keeper to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon him with 
neceſſary Proviſions ; becauſe, otherwiſe, the greateſt Part 
of this Clauſe would be moſt impertinent and uſeleſs. 

© The other Clauſe, Sir, which relates to this Queſtion, is 
that which is intended for ſecuring the Inn-keeper's Pay- 
ment; and here I muſt obſerve, that one of the chief De- 
ſigns of this Law, as appears from the very Title, is to pro- 
vide effectually for paying the Quarters of the Army; and 
how does it provide? By enacting. That the Pay-maſter, 
when he receives the Soldiers Pay, ſhall give Notice to all 
Inn-keepers and others to bring in their Accounts; and that 
he ſhall accept of, and immediately pay thoſe Accounts, be- 
fore any Part of the Subſiſtance be diitributed to the Soldiers; 
but with this Proviſo, that ſuch Accounts ſhall not exceed 4d. 
per Diem for a Foot Soldier's Diet and Small-Beer. Can 
we ſuppole that a Law chiefly intended for ſecuring the Pay- 
ment of the Army's Quarters, would have had ſuch a Pro- 
viſo, if it had intended, either that the Inn-keeper ſhould 
have Liberty to charge more, or that the Juſtices ſhould 
have a Power to appoint a higher Rate for that Article. T'o 
ſuppoſe ſo is, I think, ſuppoſing the Law-makers to have been 
guilty of a very great Abſurdity. But the contrary is, in my 
Opinion, very evident. They wiſely conſidered the atmoſt 
a Soldier could allow for Diet and Small Beer; and they re- 
ſtrained both the Inn-keeper and Juſtice from exceeding that 
Sum. The Inn keeper mult therefore take care to provide 
ſuch Diet and Small-Beer for his Soldier, as may be afforded 
for that Price; and this the Soldier muſt be ſatisfied wuh, 
becauſe he can pay for no better. 

Thus, Sir, as to the Queilion's being without any Doubt, 
I agree with the Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke la 
and yet, he and I differ very widely in our Opinion. He 
thinks it is the Negative Side of the Queſtion that is certain 
and without any Doubt, and I think, it is the Affirmative. 
I think, that by a plain Inference from, tho' not by any ex- 
preis Words in the Law, the Inn-keeper is certainly ow 

ge 


vas to agree to furniſh the Soldier with neceſſary Proviſions, Anno 14, Geo, 
II. 1740. 
agreed to pay him ſuch Prices as he inſiſted on; and, if they 
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niſn the Soldiers with neceſſary Proviſions; and none are 
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Small. Beer, at a Groata Day; and he thinks that, neithe; 


er can be obliged to furniſh the Soldier with Diet and Small. 
Beer, at that or any other Price, but that if he does furniſ 
him, he can recover no more than a Groat a Day. I ſh 
not therefore ſay it is a Doubt, becauſe that Word ſeems 9 
offend, but it is a Difference in Opinion, that makes the 
Clauſe I have offered neceſſary ; and as we have now the 
Opportunity before us, I think we ought to determine that 
Difterence, and prevent the Expence of a Law ſuit, both tg 
the Public and to the private Perſons that may be concern. 
ed, As we are now appriſed of this Difference in Opiniot, 
about the Meaning of ſome of the Clauſes in the former Lay, 
i think, it would be a Neglect of Duty in us to revive that 
Law, without determining that Difference ; for, I am ſure, 
we ought not, knowingly, to make a Law that muſt create a 
Law-tuit ; and there is nothing more apt to occaſion Diſputes, 
and even Broils between the Soldiers and the People upon 
whom they are quartered, than their differing in Opinion 
about their reſpective Rights. 

I am fo well convinced, Sir, of the Inconveniences and 
Dangers that may enſue from leaving this Difference in Opi- 
nion ſubſiſting, that I ſhould rather chufe to have it expreſly 
declared, that [on-keepers ſhali not be obliged to furniſh the 
Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
than to have it remain in the Uncertainty it is at preſent. 
But if you ſhould determine the Queſtion in this Way, | am 
perſuaded no Inn-keeper, Victualer, or other Perſon, upon 
whom Soldiers are uſually quartered, would furniſh them with 
Proviſions at the Rates which they are able to pay. The 
appointing a certain Rate for Proviſions would in that Caſe 
ſignify nothing; becauſe if the Inn-keeper did not like the 
Rate appointed by the Juſtices, he would furniſh no Provi- 
ſions: The Soldier muſt provide for himſelf ; and this 
might be rendered impoſſible by a Combination among the 
Tradeſmen and Inhabitants of a Country Town ; which 
Combination would, very probably, be entered into in all 
Country Towns and even in Cities, that do not like to 
have any Soldiers among them. There js, therefore, I thiak, 
a Neceſſity for obliging tome Sort of People or other to fur- 


ſo proper to be laid under this Obligation as Perſons upon 
whom they are quarter'd. 

Then, Sir, with regard to what the Soldier is to pay for 
Diet and Small-Beer, you may ttle it at what you will, or 
not ſettle at all if you pleaſe; but I am very ſure, a Soldier 

* cannot 
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eannot pay above a Groat a Day for Diet and Small- Beer, Anno 14, Geo, 


becauſe the Subſiſtance Money actually paid him by the Go- 
vernment, never, or but very ſeldom, exceeds that Sum: A 
common Soldier has, indeed, Six-pence a Day allow'd him; 
but then, the Deduction made for Cloathing, for Stockings, 
Shoes, Shaving, and other Incidents, reduce his Pay to very 
little above a Groat a Day for his Subſiſtance. This, there- 
fore, is the higheſt he can give for Diet and Small Beer; 
and as a Houſe-keeper may always provide for a ſingle Man, 
lodged in his Houfe, at a cheaper Rate than ſuch ſingle Man 
can provide for himſelf, I am convinced, there is not, at pre- 
ſent, a Place in England, where a Houſe-keeper may not 


furniſh a Soldier, lodged in his Hou'e, with Diet and Small- 


Beer, at leſs thin a Groat a Day. In Times of Scarcity, 'tis 
true, it may be difficult to furniſh him with Diet and Small- 
Beer, at a Groat a Day; but, at ſuch Times, tle Soldier 
mult cake up with worſe Fare; and, as they very ſeldom 
happen, they cannot be made a Foundation for any eſtabliſh- 
ed Regul.tion. A Famine may, indeed, ariſe in the Land: 
Such a Scarcity of Proviſions of all Kinds may happen, as to 
render it impoſſib e for a So'dier to ſu>fiſt upon a Groat a 
Day ; but if any ſuch Calamity ſhould happen in the Coun- 
try, and ſhould continue for any Time, it would be ablolute- 
ly neceſſary for the Government, to make a temporary Ad- 
dition to the Soldiers Pay; for it is not to be expected, that 
a Body of Men, with Arms in their Hands, will allow them. 
ſelves to ſtarve. You muſt enable them to purchaſe a Sub- 
filtance: If you do not, they will take it by Force. You 
mult provide for them by Law; if you do not, they will pro- 
vide for themſelves againſt Law. If you oblige the Own- 
ers of Houſes, where Soldiers are quarter'd, to furniſh them 
with Diet and Small Beer àt a Goat a Day, it may, in a 
Time of Scarcity, in iome Places, be a Loſs to the Owners 
of ſuch Houſes ; but that Loſs, I hope, will never be gene- 
ral, or of any long Continuance, and conſequently can never 
be ſo great as to come within the Notice of the Law, for de 
minimis non curat Lex. 

„I ſhall grant, Sir, that, if ſuch a Scarcity as this were to be 
of any long Continuance, and no Additional Pay given to 
the Soldiers, in order to enable and oblige them to make an 
additional Allowance to their Landlords for Diet and Small- 
Beer, it would force many of our Public-Houſes to give over 
their Buſineſs, becauſe the Loſs they had ſuſtain'd wou'd dif. 
able them from continuing it; but an Inn-keeper, Alehouſe- 
keeper, or Victualler's being at a ſmall Loſs for a Week or 
two in a Year, or for a Month or two in ſeven, by being 
obliged to furniſh the Soldiers quarter'd upon them with 
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Buſineſs, even tho' our Army were much more numero, 
than it is; nor will his being ſo obliged, occation iy; 
Broils between him and the Soldiers; becauſe, if they ſhong 
not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch Fare as he may afford them for: 
Groat a Day, and ſhould on that Account be uncivil, ag 
troubleſome in their Quarters, he may have an eaſy Reme, 
without any Expence, by complaining to the commanding 
Officer, who muſt, in order to recommend himſelf to ti 
Government, be always ready to hear ſuch Complaints, aud 
to give Redreſs, by puniſhing the Soldier when he deferye; 
it. 

From this Conſideration it is, Sir, that if any Thing is, 
by Law, to be left to Courteſy and Civility, it ought, I think, 
to be left to the Courteiy and Civility of the Soldier rathe: 
than his Lapdlord ; becauſe the former may, by martial Las, 
be puniſhed for Want of Courteſy or Civility, but I knoy 
no Law by which the latter can; and, from Experience we 
find, we have leſs Reaſon to accuſe Soldiers of Want of Civi. 
Jity, than we have to accuſe their Landlords ; which may 
be owing to this very Reaſon, that the Officers are always at 
hand, and have a Power to puniſh Soldiers for any rude Be. 
haviour in their Quarters, whereas, the Perſons upon whom 
they are quarter'd, are liable to no ſuch Check, In the Af. 
fair at Wakefield, if it had not been for a moſt ſeaſonable 
and prudent Interpoſition of the commanding Officer, a moi 
dangerous Tumult might have enſued ; for the Townſmen 
had exaſperated the Soldiers to ſuch a Degree, that it wa 
with the utmoſt Difficulty the commanding Officer prevented 
their coming to Biows; and if he had not had a great 
deal of Prudence, as well as great Authority, over the Mer. 
under his Command, he could not haye reſtrained them from 
re venging themſelves upon ſome of thoſe Perſons that bac 
uſed them ſo ill. I ſhall, therefore, never be afraid of put. 
ting it in the Power of Soldiers to demand fiom their Lanc- 
lords what is neceſſary for their Subſiſtance, at ſuch Prices 55 
they can afford to pay ; but I am extremely afraid of putting 
it in the Power of thoſe Perſons, upon whom Soldiers 2e I 
quarter'd, to make it impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt; Which | 
will, I think, be the Caſe, if you do not agree to ſome juc:. 
Regulation as I have propoſed. | 

The Honourable Gentleman ſays, the Caſes that have 
been mentioned are of an extraordinary Nature, and 0vg"4 | 
not, therefore, to be made a Foundation tor altering the Las 
Sir, the Caſe of Wakefield, and the Caſe of Ledbury, are 
not the only two Caſes that might be mention'd : In man) 
other Places, as well as there, the Inn-Keepers, and Aic- 
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douſe keepers have refuſed to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet Anno 14, Ceo. 
and Small- Beer, or with Fire, and the neceſſary Utenſils for II. 1740. 


greſſing their own Provifionsz and now the Queſtion is WY WW 
ſarted, I make no Doubt, but that, in a ſhort Time, the Soldi- 
's will meet with the ſame Refuſal in every Corner of the 
three Kingdoms. It was never queſtioned, till very lately, 
but that an Inn-Keeper or Victualler was obliged to furniſh 
he Soldiers quartered upon him with Diet and Small-Beer, 
at ſuch Rates as the Juſtices ſhould appoint, not exceeding a 
roat a Day ; but of late they have been by ſome Lawyers 
Llviſed, that they are not obliged by Law to do ſo; and 
thcre'ore we may expect, that, from henceforth, none of 
dem will furniſh the Soldiers quartered on them with Diet 
0: Sinall-Beer, or with Firing, Salt, or any Kitchen-Utenſils 
for drefling the Proviſions they buy for themſelves, which, 
in my Opinion, will make it impoſſible for the Soldiers to 
{ublit, eſpecially when they are upon a March from one Part 
of the Kingdom to another; and the neceſſary Conſequence 
of this will, I think, be a Mutiny in the Army; which 1 
dread much more than any Danger that can ariſe from oblig- 
ing [nn-Keepers and others, to furniſh the Soldiers quartered 
upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, at ſuch reaſonable 
Rates as the Jultices ſhall appoint, not exceeding a Groat a 
Day. — 

1 ſhal! admit, Sir, that it is a little unequal, and will be a 
ſort of Hardſhip upon the Owners of Public-Houſes, to o- 
blige them to furniſh Soldiers with Diet and Small- Beer at 
F a Groat a Day, when Proviſions are dear ; and yet toleave 
itin the Power of the Soldier to furniſh himſelf, or in the 
Power of the Juſtices to make the Owners of ſuch Houſes 
uke leſs, when Proviſions are cheap; this, I fay, I ſhall 
mit to be a Hardſhip, becauſe in Time of Plenty the 
Owners of ſuch Houſes can have no Opportunity to repair 
the Loſs they ſuffered in Times of Scarcity. Bur, Sir, itis 
: Hardſhip arifing from public Neceſſity, and mult therefore 
be ſubmitted to. Is not the Quartering of Soldiers a Hard- 
hip as well as this? And yet no Scruple has ever been 
mace to ſubje& the Owners of Public-Houſes peculiarly to 
tals Hardſhip, It is a leſs Hardſhip upon them, than it 
would be upon any other Part of the People; and as their 
Buſineſs is more profitable and eaſy, than molt other ſorts 
of Employments, which People of an inferior Degree uſu- 
ily betake themſelves to, the Parliament wiſely, and, I 
tink, juſtly too, refolved, that they alone ſhould bear this 
burden, as often as public Neceſſity ſhould require. The 
Inequality, therefore, of this Burden or Tax, if you pleaſe 
% call it ſo, is not to be complained of; and if the Quar- 
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City, Borough, or Corporation in the Kingdom, eſpecial 
for the ſake of influencing E ections, I make no Doubt, by 
that we ſhou'd ſoon hear a Complaint of it in this Houle 
and upon that Complaint I as little doubt, that the Auth, 
of ſuch Oppreſſion would meet with condign Puniſhment, 

Thus. Sir, as I ſee no Dangers that can accrue from the 
Clauſe I have offered; as I apprehend many Inconvenience, 
and even Dangers too, from the Law's being left as it i; 
I mult ſtill hope to ſee what I have taken the Liberty tg 
offer, or ſome Clauſe to the ſame Effect, made a Part of the 
Bill now under your Conſideration.” 


Mr, Harley. * 
81a, ſuck 
The Obſeurity and Uncertainty of the Law now unde; ng 
cur Conſideration, proceeds from a very natural Cauſe, 3 C 
Cauſe which renders all Laws obſcure, that are intended by Was 
the Promoters to encroach upon the Rights, Liberties, and þ 1 


Privileges of the People. By the Laws of England, ever Ci 
ſince we had ſuch a Thing as an eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, a ha 


Man's Houſe is reckoned his Caſtle; no Stranger, no Civil * 
Officer is to enter into it without his Conſent, unleſs he has ſo 
committed, or is ſuſpected to have committed ſome Crime. 

This was the Privilege which every Engliſhman antiently on 
enjoyed; but Taxes and S:anding-Armies have now de. be 
prived moſt of the Subjects of England of this va'uable 7 
Privilege; and in all the Laws that have been made for this in 
Purpoſe, we may obſerve an Obſcurity, which by Degrees f 
only his been cleared up. At firſt the Promoters and Con— a 
trivers were cautious, leſt the Friends of Liberty ſhould per. t 
ceive the Extent of their Deſign, and in the Bills they pro- d 
poſed, they expreſſed themſelves obſcurely, that afterwards, e 
in the Execution, they might by Interpretation extend the 
Efficacy of the Law : 'This raiſed Doubts and Diſputes, and 

{ive Encroachments upon the Liberties of the People 


* Theſe gradual Encroachments, Sir, are, in no Caſe, more 
apparent than in what relates te the Laws now under our 
Conſideration. When this Project of quartering Soldier: 
upon Public- Houſes without the Conſent of the Owners, was 
firſt thought of, it would have ſounded very harſh in the 
Ears of an Engliſhman, to have ſeen a Clauſe inſerted, for 
compelling the Owners, even of ſuch Houſes, to receive 
tuch Gueſts, whether they would or no. The Projector 
were therefore obliged to content themſelves with a Clauſe 
for giving Liberty, not a Power, to Conſtables aud chief 

| Magiltrate? 
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theſe have generally been cleared up by new or more exten- 
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ally Mad they defired this Liberty only for Soldiers upon a March, 
, bu ind for the firſt Night of their Arrival in the Places ap- 
ou, pointed for their Reſidence, They were forced to ſuppoſe, 
hor: What the Owners of ſuch Houſes would willingly receive 
. {ach Soldiers as were quartered upon them by the Civil Ma- 
the WW gitrate, but this Suppoſition they took. care not to have 
ces, WW expreſſed in the Law, it would then have plainly appeared, 


t is, mat there was only a Liberty, which was all they then 
/ to emed to aſk, granted to the Civil Magiſtrate, to quarter or 
the billet Soldiers upon Public-Houſes, but that he had no Puwor 
to compel ſuch Houſes to receive them. This was to be left 
to Cuſtom, becauſe they knew, that few private Men would 
ike to diſpute the Power of their Magiſtrates; and if any 
fuch Diſputes ſhould ariſe, the Projectors trulied to their be. 
ing able to get it explained in their Favour, by ſome new 
Clauſe, Accordingly, Sir, when the Diſpute or Queſtion 
was ſtarted, whether the Owner of a Public-Houſe was o- 
diged to receive the Soldiers quartered upon him by the 
Civil Magiſtrate, they at laſt got that Clauſe inſerted, which 
has ſince ſtood in all Mutiny- Bills, whereby it is enacted, 
« That the Owners of ſuch Houles ſhall receive the Soldiers 
ſo quartered upon them,” 

Thus, Sir, that which was at firſt deſired as a Liberty 
only, has ſince been converted into a Power; and that Li- 
derty or Power which was at firſt deſired to be temporary 
only, that is to ſay, to quarter Soldiers for one or more Nights 
in their marching, and for the firft Night on, in Places ap- 
painted fur their Reſidence, has been ſince made perpetual, by 
a very ſmall and imperceptible Alteration in the Words of 
the Clauſe, When this Liberty or Power of quartering Sol- 
diers upon Public-Houſes, without the Conſent of the Own- 
er, was firſt aſked, the Parliament would have been amazed 
if it had been expreſsly aſked, that Soldiers ſhould always be 
deceſſary Inmates in Public- Houſes, that they ſhould always 


their Reſidence: Such a Propolal the Parliament would 
then certainly have rejected with Diſdain. This the Pro- 
jQors were ſenſible of, and therefore they aſked, only for 
one or more Nights upon a March, and for the firſt Night 
only after their Arrival at the Place appointed for their Reſi- 
dence ; but as they had the drawing upof the Bill, and were 
reſolved, if poſſible, to extend it farther than was then de- 
bred, they took care that this Reſtriction ſhould not be in- 
lected in expreſs Words, or in the proper Place, but brought 
in, as it were by Head and Saoulders, at the End of that 

i Clauie 


have a Lodging at free Coſt, even in the Places appointed for 


Magiſtrates to quarter Soldiers upon ſuch Houſes, and they Anno 14, Gea, 
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Ango 14, Geo Clauſe which requires the Jultices to appoint Rates for Pr. 


viſions. 

By this means, Sir, our Standing- Army-ProjeQtors : 
firſt obtained a Liberty to quarter Soldiers, by the Intery,, 
ſition of the Civil Magiſtrate, upon Public-Houſes, for on; 
or more Nights upon their March, and for the firſt Night 
only in Places appointed for their Reſidence; and a Found: 
tion for a temporary Lodging at free Colt, being thus dad, 
when the Mutiny-Act was revived in the firſt Year of the 
late Queen Anne, our Army-Projectors took care to lay; 
better Foundation for rendering this temporary Privilege 
perpetual, by requiring Jultice to appoint fuch reaſonahz 
Rates for all neceſſary Proviſions for ſuch Officers and S0 
diers, for one or more Nights in their marching thro! their 
Cities, Towns, and Villages, as ſhall be appointed for their 
Refidence or Quarters, In this Form this Clauſe continuel 
for ſeveral Years; but at laſt it began to be conceived in 
theſe Words, „ And the Juſtices of the Peace aforeſaid are 
hereby empowered and required to ſet and appoint ſuch rea. 
ſonable Rates for all neceſſary Proviſions, for one or more 
Nights, in the ſeveral Places which Soldiers ſhall come to 
in their March, or avbich Hall be appointed for their Re. 
dence and Quartiers; in which Words, or Words to this 
Effect, the Claule had ſtood ever fince. This, as appears, is 
but a very ſmall Variation from the Clauſe as it ſtood at firlt; 
and, | am perſuaded, it was imperceptibly introduced, that 
is to ſay, without being taken Notice of by thoſe who were 
the true and ſincere Friends of the People, and of the L. 
berties of their Country. The Misfortune is, that thoſe 
who are for keeping up Standing-Armies, have generally 
the drawing up of ſuch Bills; and this makes it eaſy for 
them to introduce, imperceptibly, very material and dange- 
_ Variations, when they are not molt ſtrictly looked 
after. 

* But this, Sir, is not the only Misfortune: They have 
not only the drawing up of the Bills, but they have the Exe- 
cution of them after they are paſſed into Laws; and in the 
Execution they put that Interpretation, upon them that belt 
ſuits their own Purpoſes, in which they are encouraged by 
a Backwardneſs, too common among private Men, to con- 
tend with the Government about the Interpretation of a 
Law, which probably was made obſcure, on purpoſe to ena- 
ble thoſe entruſted with the executive Power to carry it far- 
ther than was ever dreamed of, or would have been ap- 
proved of by a Majority of thoſe entruſted with the Legi- 
ſlative. Thus, tho* our Army-Gentlemen had for ſeveral 
Years no Power, and for many Years no expreſs Power, to 

quarter 


zart 


ce | 
they 
the E 
Whole 
Soldi 
Burde 
other 
intro 
by ge 
of th 
Con 
Saldi 
Ad 
cept 
in t| 
thei! 
the 
paſl 
tna 
pe 
wit 
Pla 
uf 


anc 


( 143 ) 


Darter Soldiers in the Places appointed for their Reſidence, r Geo. 
; a f 1740. 
-xcept for the firſt Night only after their Arrival there, yet AV 

„ey introduced the Cuſtom of quartering Soldiers even in 

po. the Places appointed for their Reſidence, and during the 

one whole Time of their Refidence; ſo that the Quartering of 

oh; Noldiere, inſtead of being a temporary, became a perpetual 

d. urden upon the Public-Houſes in Weſtminſter, and many 

is, other Parts of the Kingdom. And this Cuſtom being once 

the introduced, they at laſt got a ſort of legal Authority for it, 

/ ; getting a Clauſe inſerted in the Mutiny- Bill, paſſed the 7th 

ve of the late Queen, whereby it was enzRed, «* That the 

ole Conſtables in Weſtminſter and Places adjacent, ſhould billet 

!. $.\diers of the Foot-Guards in ſuch Houſes only as by the 

eir AR are limited, in and about the City of Weſtminſter, ex- 

ir cpi the City of London. But this of quartering Soldiers 


ed in the Places appointed for, and during the whole Time of 
in their Reſidence, was deemed to be ſuch a Grievance, that in 
re the firſt Year of the late King, and by the firſt Mutiny Bill 
1 paſſed in his Reign, a Clauſe was inſerted, by which it was 
re enated, ** That nothing in that Act ſhould extend to com- 
0 rel the Quartering of any Foot Soldiers in England, unleſs 
. within ten Miles of his Majeſty's uſual Reſidence, or the 
$ Place where he ſhould be preſent, or in ſome Garriſon where 
s ſufcient Barracks were not provided, or upon their Marches; 
and that in ſuch Marches no Perions ſhould be obliged to 
t quarter them above fx Days at a Time.“ 

e © | have the more fully opened this Affair to vou, Sir, be- 
. cauſe when the preſent War is over, which, I fear, will not 
be ſoon, unleſs we purſue it with more Vigour than we have 


done hitherto, or put an End to it by an inglorious Peace: 

[ lay, Sir, when the preſent War is over, IJ hope we ſhall em- 
brace the Opportuaity of returning, as near as poſſible, to our 
2ncient Conltitution. We may think it neceſſary to keep 

ip fome regular Troops in Time of Peace; but I can ſee no 
Occaſion we have for a Mutiny Bill, unleſs when we are 
actually engaged in War. We kept up ſome regular 
Troops even in the peaceable Part of King William's Reign, 
end thoſe Troops, fo far as I could ever hear, were kept in 
z00d enough Order without any Mutiny-Bill; for from the 
It of April 1698, to the 2oth of February 1701, when a 
ar with France and Spain began to be thought unavoid- 
ade, we had no Mutiny-Adt ſubſiſting in this Kingdom; and 
| ſhall always be againſt having ſuch Law ſubſiſting, except 
„den abſolutely neceſſary; becauſe I do not like to make 
laves of thoſe in 'Time of Peace, to whom we are to truſt our 
luncur and our Defence in Time ef War. 


Having 
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Anno 14, Geo Having thus given you my Sentiments abeut the Tin, Wil ,;&i 
II. 1749. for which Soldiers may or ought to be quartered, before Si 
come to the very Point now in Queſtion, I ſtall beg Leay Bill 

to explain a little farther, how, and by what Degrees ti, 


Owners of Public-Houſes were compelled to receive the 80, wy 
diers quartered upon them by the Civil Magiſtrate. I hay hay 
already taken Notice, that when the Quartering of $:1die: Jon 
upon ſuch Houſes was firſt aſk'd for, it was aſk'd for 283 of a 


L'berty only, not as a Power. The Conſtables and Jg. 
giftrates were not empowered and required, it is ſaid on), 
that they may quarter and billet Officers and Soldiers up 
Jans and other Public-Houſes: Nay, the Conſtables an 
Magiſtrates might have refuſed ſo to do ; There was no Lay 
for puniſhing them for ſuch Refuſal, till the firſt Year d 
his late M j-lly's Reign, when a new Clauſe was inſerted ſu 
that Purpoie. And as to the Owners of Public-Hou's, 
they were for many Years left entirely at Liberty, whethe: 
they ſhould reccive the Soldiers ſo quartered upon them; 
for I know of no Law that ſo much as ſeemed to oblige then 
to do ſo, till the tenth of the late Queen Anne, and then thi; 
compulſatory Clauſe was introduced but in a partial Man. 
ner; for in that Law a new Clauſe was introduced, by which 
it was enatted, ** That if any Perſon ſhould be aggrieved by 
a Conſtable's billeting in his Houſe a greater Nur:ber d 
Soldiers than he ought to bear in Proportion to his Neigh. 
bours, upon Complaint to a Juſtice of Peace, that Juſtice wz 
to relieve him, by ordering ſo many of the Soldiers to be te. 
moved and quartered upon ſome other Perſons, who ſhall be 
ob'iged to receive them accordingly.” 

This, I ſay, Sir, is the firſt C auſe I can find, in any of our 
Mut »y-AQts, that ſeems to oblige Owners of Public Houſe: 
to receive any Soldier ſo quarter'd upon them; but this 
Foundation being once laid, a Pretence has from thence 
been taken, to inſert ſome new and general Words in all out 
Mutiny-Bills of late Years, by which it is enaQted, “ That 
the Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered and billeted as ztorc- 
ſaid, ſhall be received by the Owners of the Inns and other 
Public-Houſes;“ and it is remarkable, that theſe Words, 
which make ſo great an Alteration in our Law, were not 
formed into a Clauſe by themſelves, but were, as I may fay, 
ſtoln into the Beginning of that Clauſe, which eracis, 
«© That the Soldiers ſhall pay reaſonable Prices for the Pro. 
viſions furr iſhed them by the Owners of the Houſes, where 
they are quartered.” 

< You may now ſee, Sir, by what flow, what hidden, ard 
what impcrceptible Degrees our Mutiny-AR is arrived toil: 


preſent Maturity and Perfection; and now I mult wy, of fi- 
niſhing 


— 
4 — — - 
* — — —— 2 
— — pu 
* 
o 


. — — 


—_—— Enn, _ * 
 - Wo 5> — 


| 


wn a » @ DIJaſN Sw W.Ix 


_ Hy. 


— JQQ Wu 


ate.” Mh. r 


( 145 ) 


jiſhing Touch ſeems to be deſigned. Finiſhing I may call it, Anno 14, Geo 


cir, in a double Senſe ; it will be the finiſhing Touch to this 


Bill, and | am afraid, the finiſhing Blow to the Liberties of WW WJ 


our Country. Our Seldiers, which I am forry for, and 
which we may come heartily to repent of, if we ſhould ever 
have Occaſion for their Courage; our Soldiers, I ſay, have 
Jong been made Slaves by this Bill; and now, the Owners 
ofall the Public-Houſes in the Kingdom are to be made the 
Slaves of thoſe Slaves: For this will be the Caſe, if we 
ſhould by any expreſs Law oblige the Owners of ſuch Houſes 
to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon them, with Diet and 
Small-Beer, whether they will, nay whether they can, or no. 

Sir, it is, in my Opinion, of very little Signiſication to 
the preſent Queſtion, whether this was or was not the Mean- 
ing of all or any of the Mutiny -Bills we have paſſed into 
Laws, I am very ſure, I never thought it was; and if it 
were determined to be fo, by the Decree of any Court of Ju- 
dicature in England, I ſhould be for our taking the firſt Op- 
portunity to alter the Law in this reſpect. But when we 
talk of the Meaning and Intention of ſuch Laws, we ought 
to diltinguiſh between the Meaning and Intention of thoſe 
that were the chief Promoters of them, and the Meaning and 


Intention of thoſe who only gave their Conſent to the paſ- 


ſing of them. As to the former, I make no Queſtion, but it 
was their Meaning and Intention to oblige the Owners of 
Public-Houſes to furniſh the Soldiers with all neceſſary Pro- 
viions, tho' they durſt not declare their Intentions in expreſs 
Words, becauſe it would either have thrown out their Bill, 
or have occaſioned the inſerting of ſome expreſs Words 
againſt what they intended: They therefore choſe to draw 
up their Bill in a dubious Sort of Expreſſion, that after they 
had got it paſſed into a Law, they might make the moſt of 
it in the Execution; and, indeed, they made ſo good an Uſe 
of their Power in the Execution, that the Owners of moſt 
Public-Houſes did agree to what they deſired. 

* But in this, Sir, they were at firſt very much favoured 
by the Circumſtance of the Times ; becauſe the Nation be- 
ing at that Time engaged in ar heavy and expenſive War 


againſt France, the Revolution in its Infancy, and our pub-, 


lic Credit far from being ſo well ellabliſhed as it has been 
unce; our Government was often very ſhort of Money, and 
very dilatory in their Payments to the Army, eſpecially to 
tioſe Regiments that remained within the Kingdom, who 
were ſometimes for ſeveral Months together without re- 
ceiving any Pay; and when our Soldiers had no Money to 
purchaſe Proviſions for themſelves, it became neceſſary to 


have them provided for by thoſe upon whom they were quar- 
Vor. VII. U tered. 
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Anno 14, Geo. tered. It was, therefore, the Public Neceſſity that ma, 
II. 1940. the Owners of Public-Houſes ſubmit to the furniſhing dhe 
Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, and not any Conſciouſ 
neſs of their being obliged by Law to do ſo; and for th, 
ſame Reaſon, the Parliament, at that Time, connived at (hs 
Interpretation put upon the Mutiny-A@ by thoſe that ha 
been the Promoters of it: Nay, in the Year 1696-7, the 
Parliament agreed to a Clauſe, which ſeem'd to confirm this 
Interpretation; for it was then enacted, . That no In. 
holder or other Perſon ſhould, during he Continuance of 
that AQ, be oblig'd to provide Meat or other Victuals fo 
any Soldiers, legally quartered on them, except in their 
March only, if they ſhould give or tender to each Horſeman 
6d. per Diem, for his Subſiſlence in Meat only, and to every 
Dragoon and Foot Soldier 4d, per Diem for the ſame, be. 
ſides Candle and the Uſe of his Fire for drefing his Meat; 
and by another Clauſe in the ſame Act it was provide! 
«« That Inn holders and others ſhould furniſh for every $9. 
> dier, lawfully quartered upon them, Lodging, Small-Beer, 
aud Candle, with the Uſe of Fire to dreſs his Meat by, ard 
Hay and Straw to a Light Horſeman, and 5d. per Diem to 
a Dragoon. But one may eafily ſee, that theſe Clauſes pro- 
ceeded from the Neceſſities the Public was that Year redu. 
ced to, by Reaſon of the clipp'd Money having been called 
in to be recoined but the Year before, and by Reaſon of the 
vaſt Expence this Nation was at in ſupporting the War, 
which laid them under a Neceſſity of paying 8 per Cent. 
for Money borrowed in that Year ; and this obliged the Par 
liament to conſent to this harſh and unequal Method of pro- 
viding for the immediate Subſiſtence of the Troops. 

« I am, therefore, very well convinced, Sir, that it was 
never the Intention of the Majority in Parliament, to ſub- 
ject the Owners of Public Houſes to the unequal and heavy 
Burden of being obliged to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered 
upon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, at a Groat, or any 
other Rate, per Diem; and, I believe, no Lawyer will ſay, 
that a Man can be ſubjected to a Penalty, or Obligation, by 
Inference from any Words in a Law that can admit of ano- 
ther Interpretation. But whether or no the Majority of 
Parliament have been drawn in to do what they did not in- 
tend, as Iam no Lawyer, I ſhall not pretend to determine. 
I muſt be, at leaſt, deubtful in my Opinion; and J have? 
very good Authority for being ſo ; for in the Affair at Led- 
bury, a very great Lawyer, and one of the Judges upon the 
Aſſzes then holding there, I mean Judge Comyns, was aſked 


his Opinion upon this very Queſtion, and he declared him- 
ſelf to be doubtful, 
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uſe requiring Juſtices to ſettle the Price of Proviſions, is 
of very little Force; for I do not think the Juſtices had 
om thence any Power to'preſcribe how much a Soldier 
ould eat, or to order that his Landlord ſhould furniſh him 
with as much as he could eat for a Groat, or at any leſſer 
Rate per Diem: They were only to appoint and aſcertain” 
the Prices of all neceſſary Proviſions, ſuch as Bread, Small- 
Beer, Beef, Mutton, Butter, Cheeſe, and the like, accord- 
ing to the Market Rates, at that Time, and in that Place; 
and this Appointment of theirs, neither was, nor could be 
ſuppoſed to take Place, but in Caſes where the Soldier and 
his Landlord could not agree between themſelves. Their In- 
erpofition was defign,d only, and could be deſign'd for no- 
thing elſe than to prevent Diſputes between Soldiers and the 
perſons upon Whom they were quarter'd. And, ſurely, it 
would have been a very lame Proviſion for paying, duly and 
jutt'y, the Quarters of the Army, if the Law had obliged an 
[an-keeper to furniſh every Soldier with as much as he 
could eat, and of what Sort of Proviſions he pleaſed to inſiſt 
oa, without allowing him any more than a Groat a Day, 
eren in the deareſt Times, and for the beſt Sort of Provi- 
ſions, 

„To tell us, Sir, that the Inn-Keeper will always meet 
with Redreſs from the commanding Officer, in caſe a Soldier 
infits upon too much, or too delicate Fare, becauſe the Ofh- 
cer will thereby recommend himſelf to the Government, is 
ſomething very ſtrange, becauſe it may, in many Caſes, be 
directly otherwiſe: A Regiment or two may be ſent to cor- 
rect an unruly County, City, or Borough: A private Hint 
may be given to the commanding Officer, that this is the De- 
gn of ſending him there, and this Deſign may be commu- 
nicited to the Soldiers, Muſt we not, in this Caſe, ſuppoſe 
that the Soldiers will make the molt rigorous Uſe of every 
Light granted them by Law? Can we ſuppoſe, that the com- 
manding Officer will be ready to hear or redreſs the Com- 
plaints of the-lnhabitants? If he is, I am ſure, we cannot 
luppoſe he will thereby recommend himſelf to the Govern- 
ment, Such a Caſe as this, Sir, may certainly happen; and 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that no ſuch Caſe ever did happen, 


b-cauſe no ſuch Complaint had ever been brought to Par- 


liament. It is impoſſible, Sir, to prove the Fact upon which 
ſuch a Complaint muſt be grounded. The true Cauſe of 
ending a Regiment to quarter upon a Borough, may be ſuſ- 
pected; it may be almoſt certainly gueſſed at; but Mini- 
lers have ſo many Reaſons or Pretences to alledge for ſend- 
ng one or more Regiments to any Part of the Kingdom 

U 2 that 


« The Argument, Sir, which has been drawn from the Anno 14, Geo 


II. 1740. 


Anno 14, Geo that it is impoſſible to prove, they had no other Reaſon hy 


II. 1740 


( 148 ) 


that of the Borough's having ſent two diſagreeable Faces u 
this Aſſembly. | | | 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, that no ſuch Caſe could ever happen; 
and ſnppoſe that the Officers of the Army ſhould always be 
ready to hear and redreſs every juit Complaint againſt the 
Soldiers, or any Soldier, under their Command; tho' [ ave 
a very good Opinion of the Juſtice, Honour, and Impartja. 
lity of the preſent Offieers of our Army, yet, I ſhall never 
agree to a Regulation that renders any Part of the Peope 
liable to be oppreſſed by the Soldiers, without any Reſiet 
but from the commanding Officer. I do not think, that the 
eſtabliſhing of this Regulation can be preſumed to hate 
been the Intention of any Parliament of Great Britain, un. 
leſs we, at the ſame time, ſuppoſe that the Majority af 
the Parliament conſiſted of Officers of the Army, which i; 
not to be ſuppoſed of any Britiſh Parliament hitherto; tho 
I do not know what may be the Caſe hereafter, if a Bill fe. 
veral times propoſed without Succeſs, ſhould never met 
with a better Fate than it has done. If this, indeed, ſhould 
happen, we may expect to ſee ſuch a Clauſe as this approved 
of, and another Clauſe, which is the only one I can at pre. 
ſent think of, that is wanting to make this Bill a complete 
Syſtem of Slavery; I mean a Clauſe for ſubjecting Public. 
Houſes to ſevere Penalties, if they do not furniſh the Soldi- 
ers quartered upon them, with coavenient Lodging and all 
neceſſary Proviſions, 

Such a Clauſe as this, I ſay, Sir, ſeems to be wanting; 
and if we agree to the Clauſe now offered, I ſhall expect to 
ice ſuch a one as this offered in the very next Seſfion of 
Parliament; for your obliging Inn-Keepers to receive Sol. 
diers, and to furniſh them with Diet and Small Beer, will not 
ſignify much, unleſs you ſubject them to Penalties, or em. 
power the Soldiers to make Diſtreſs and Sale of their Goods, 
if they do not. 

I mention this, Sir, to ſhew you what this ſuperlative 
Care of the Army muſt, at laſt, drive you to: But what 
mult be the Conſequence ? In a little Time you will have 
no Inns, Alehouſes, or other Public-houſes in the Kingdom; 
at leaſt, not near ſufficient for quartering your Army ; and 
then you muit quarter your Soldiers upon private Houſes, or 
build Barracks for them. The latter, I confeſs, I ſhould 
rather ſubmit to, tho' I think the certain Conſequence of it 
would, at laſt, be a military Government; becauſe it would, 
in a ſhort Time, render our Army a fort of diſtin People. 
Whilſt our Soldiers are quartered in the Public-houſes up and 


down the Country, it preſerves a Co;reſpondence, and an 


Intimacy 
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themſelves as nothing more than Fellow-SubjeRs ; but, if 
they ſhould once come to be lodged in Barracks, ſeparate 
and diſtin by themſelves, they would ſoon begin to look 
don themſelves as ſole Maſters: They would then break 
ef all Correſpondence with, and loſe all Regard for the 
people; and would be the ſame, in every Reſpect, with 
freign Troops. They would conſider nothing but their Pay 
and Preferment in the Army, and would be ready to obey 
the moſt illegal Orders that could be given them by their 
Commander in Chief; the Conſequence of which would 
be, the Eſtabliſhment of a military Government, 

« Theſe, Sir, are Conſequences that are moſt juſtly to be 
dreaded from your agreeing to what 1s now propoſed ; but, 
on the other. hand, what is the Conſequence we are threa- 
tened with? I am really ſurprized to hear it mentioned in 
this Houſe, Tt is ſaid, if you do not agree to ſome ſuch 
Clauſe as this, the Army will mutiny. What, Sir, will 
the Army mutiny, if you refuſe them a Liberty to oppreſs 
the People? When TI hear this Houſe threatened with ſuch 
a Conſequence, I muſt ſay, it 1s high Time for us to think 
of reducing our Army, or of ſending them, where they 
ought to have been ſent long ago, Abroad to fight our Ene- 
mies, where they may gain both Honour and Wealth to 
themſelves, and at the ſame time vindicate the Honour of 
their Country. It is a common Failing of weak Minds, 
and ſometimes of weak Miniſters too, Sir, to avoid leſſer 
Evils by running themſelves into greater, and rather than 
expoſe themſelves to a {mall immediate Danger, to run 
hezdlong into a Danger which is much greater, but a little 
more remote: I wiſh this may not lately have been our 
Caſe, with regard to foreign Affairs; I am ſure it would 
be our Caſe, qvith reſpect to domeſtic, if, for fear of a Mu- 
uny in the Army, we ſhould give them a legal Title to op- 
preſs the People, which would be the Conſequence of our 
agreeing to the Clauſe propoſed, and therefore I muſt declare 
5painſt it. 


Mr. Pelham, 
SIR, 


I was heartily ſorry when I heard that any Doubt or 4; pethan; 


Diſpute had ariſen, about the Affair you have now under 
your Confideration. I foreſaw, that the Diſcuſſion would 
be attended with great Inconveniencies, and that it would 


have been much better, if the Queſtion had never been 
ſtartec 


Intimacy between them and the People: They often con- Anno 14, Geo. 
rat Friendſhips together, which preſerves in the Army IL 1730. 
| Regard for the People, and makes them look upon „ 
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furniſh the Soldier with Diet and Small-Beer, and the 89. 
dier doubted if he was, it made both of them live eaſy win 
one another: The Inn-keeper provided for the Soldier tj 
beſt he could afford for the Money, becauſe he thought hin. 
ſelf obliged to do ſo; and the Soldier often contented hin. 
ſelf with the worſe Fare, rather than be obliged to take th, 
Trouble of providing for himſelf. But now the Quettion j 
ſtarted, and eſpecially as the Opinion begins generally u 
prevail, that no Inn keeper, or other Perſon upon whon 
Soldiers may be lawfully quartered, is obliged to furniſh tre Nr. 
Soldiers with any ſort of Proviſions, I confeſs, I thought j Tdi 
would be abſolutely neceſſary to put an End to the Ditpu: ran. 
by ſome ſuch Clauſe as my Honourable Friend has propoſed, ben 
However, I mult ſay, I now wiſh it had not been propoſe, 
or the Doubt ſo much as mentioned in this Houle, becaul 
the Clauſe ſeems to give ſeveral Gentlemen great Appie. 
henfions; and if the Clauſe ſhould be rejected, it wil be 
interpreted by the whole Nation, as the Opinion ef thi; 
Houſe, that Inn keepers and others are not obliged to furnih 
any Diet or Small Beer for the Soldiers quartered upon 

them. | 
I ſhall not take up your Time, Sir, with giving you my 
Reaſons, why I think otherwiſe; for as 1 do not pretend to 
be learned in the Law, I caunot preſume, that my Opinion 
Will have any Weight, or that my Reaſons will be fatisfac- 
tory: And, indee/, I think it below the Dignity of this 
Houſe to conſider the Point in this Þight, becauſe, if the 
Law were wrong, it is our Buſineſs to rect- f/ it; and if it 
ſhould be Law, but is not, it is our Puſineſs to make it lo, 
We are therefore to conſider, whether it be in itſelf rightor 
wrong, that Inn-keepers, and others, upon whom Soivic!s 
may be iawfully quartered, ſhould be obliged to furniſh tie 
Soldiers, io quartered upon them, with Diet and Smail-Brer 
at a Groat a Day, or ſuch leſſer Rate as they ſhall agree on. 
In my Opinion, it is right it ſhould be fo, and I have ore 
very ſtrong Argument in my Favour; which is almolt forty 
Years Experience. Whatever the Meaning of the Law may 
be. it is very certain, that ever ſince the firſt Mutiny-AG ws 
pailed, which is thirty-nine Years ago, the Opinion has gene 
rally prevailed, that the Owners of Public-Houſes were o- 
bliged to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet 
and Small Beer: This, I ſay, has been the genera! Opinion 
till very lately, and the Law, in this Senſe, has been gene. 
rally Complicd wich. In all that Time, it has never pro- 
duced any luconvenietgies. nor can the Owners of {uct 
Houiles ay they ever met with any Oppreiton or * 
rom 
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irefſed by the Officers, as ſoon as they heard of it. 


interpreted in this Senſe, has produced no bad Effect; but 
{it ſhou'd be interpreted otherwiſe, as it wil) be, if you re- 
et this Clauſe, God knows, what ill Effect, it may produce. 
lo Inn-keeper, or other Perſon, upon whom Soldiers may 
de lawfully quarter'd, will think himſelf obliged to furniſh 
any Thing for the Soldiers, even when they are upon a 


ute March ; and conſequently, no Inn-keeper will furniſh any 
bei Thing, unleſs they agree to pay the Price he pleaſes to de- 
Putt mand. The Juſtices may appoint Prices, but what will that 
ed honify, if no Man be obliged to furniſh or ſell to the Soldier 
* it that Price? The March of a Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
us WW pony, will occaſion a Market or Election-Day at every Coun- 
pie try-Town they paſs thro': The Prices of all Manner of 
| be Proviſions will riſe to double what they are upon ordi- 
his nary Occaſions; and if the Soldiers will not, or cannot, 
ih which will be truly the Caſe, pay thoſe Priccs, no Man will 
0n ſell them any Thing. Sir, it is eaſy to ſee what this muſt 

produce: The Soldiers will not ſtarve in a Country where 
17 there is Plenty ; it is unreaſonable to expect they ſhould ; 
10 and if they cannot pay the Prices demanded, they will take 
0 what they want at their own Price, perhaps without paying 
6 any Price, becauſe the Crime will, in ſtrit Law, be the ſame : 
is They will break open Doors to come at it, or to {earch for 


N it; and if ſuch a Body of Men ſhou!d once begin to think 
themſelves criminal in the Eye of the Law, they will natu- 
rally and of courſe begin to think of deſtroying that Law, 
Which would deſtroy them; eſpecially, as they will expect, 
and in ſuch Caſe might, probably meet with the Support of 
the whole Army. 2 
Theſe Effects, Sir, are certainly to be apprehended, be- 
cauſe, [ think, they are the natural Conſequences of your 
altering the Law, in this reſpect. I call it altering the Law, 
becauſe, if it was net Law, it has at leaſt been underſtood to be 
Law for almoſt forty Years paſt. If this was really the im- 
plied, tho? not expreſſed Meaning of the Law, ſurely no great 
Inconvenicnce can ariſe from your making the Law more 
explicit: If this was not the implied Meaning of the Law, 
think, you ought now to make it the expreſſed Meaning 
of the Law, becauſe the public Safety requires it. Some 
Method muſt be taken to provide for the Soldiers: They 
mult live, and they muſt live upon a Groat a Day, becauſe 


viſions at the Prices they are able to pay for them, and they 


mull have them at or about the Places where they are quar- 
tered, 


-om the Soldiers quartered upon them, but what was re- Anno 14, Geo. 


« The Law therefore, Sir, during the Time it has been 


they have no moreto give. They muſt have neceſſary Pro- 
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Anno 14, Geo tered, becauſe according to the Rules of Diſcipline in th 
II 1749. Army, they cannot go elſewhere to {eek for them. If yy 
CL WAN oblige the Owners of Public-houſes to furniſh neceſſary Pr, 
viſions for the Soldiers quartered upon them, at the Pricy 

the Soldiers are able to pay, for at thoſe Prices they my 

furniſh or not at all, you only make them a fort of Purveyon 

for the Army, which has never been thought a bad Employ. Mare 

ment: They will generally have ſome Days Notice cf: 

Regiment, Troop, or Company's coming to be quartered Mund 


upon them, and will take care to provide ſome Days beſon- Mess 
hand, when the Markets are cheap, or they will ſend tothe ver C 
Market. Town in the Neighbourhood where they car by Me r 


cheapeſt. They will always have many Opportunities, ard Wilhkere 
many Methods of providing for the Soldiers, at a cheap; WiWhave 
Rate than they can provide for themſelves ; and ſince they 00 
may ſo eaſily, and ſo certainly, provide for the Soldiers quar. Maier 
tered upon them, at ſuch Prices as the Soldiers are able n 
pay, I cannot think there would be any great Hardſhip in 
obliging them to do fo. Le 

The Dangers from thence ariſing, and which have bee 
ſet in ſo terrible a Light by ſome Gentlemen in this Debate 
are in my Opinion, Sir, mere Bugbears, created by the Ina. 
gination only. It will very rarely happen, eſpecially in 
Places at any Diſtance from London, that a Soldier may nat 
be plentifully furniſhed at the rate of a Groat aDay; andif 
any Soldier ſhould inſiſt upon a greater Quantity of ViQual;, 
or upon more delicate Fare, than can be furniſhed at that 
Price, he will not only be deſpiſed by his Companions, but 
puniſhed by his Officer; for hitherto in the Army, and, | 
hope, it will always be ſo, there is nothing reckon'd more 
diſhonourable and deſpicable than for a Soldier to be trouble. 
ſome and uneaſy in his Quarters, without any juſt Cauſe; 
from whence, I believe, it would be a very dangerous Pro- 
ject to ſend Soldiers to quarter in a City or Borough, witha 
private Hint to be as oppreſſive as poſſible in their reſpec: 
tive Quarters, in order to puniſh City or Borough on ac 
count of an Election. Thank God! the Soldiers of our 
Army would as yet deſpiſe ſuch Hints, and thoſe that gave 
them: They would think themſelves obliged in Honour to 
diſcover the Authors of ſuch treaſonable Practices aginl: 
the Conſtitution of their Country ; and therefore, upon 2 
Complaint, it would be very caſy for this Houſe to find out 
and puniſh the Authors: Nay, as we are not tied down t0 
the Rules of Evidence in Weſiminſter-Hall, we might ver) 
probably by proper ſifting, come at the prime, and original 
Author, 
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retended to ariſe from our obliging the Owners of Public- 
uſes to furniſh Diet and Small-Beer for the Soldiers quar- 
ered upon them, are all imaginary ; but the Dangers ariſing 
om our leaving the Soldiers of our Army unprovided for, 


nu: often without a Poſſibility of providing for themſelves, 
eyon ee far from being fo. Theſe Danyers therefore mult be 
ploy. Nrarded againſt : I ſhould be glad to find ſome other Expedi- 
f: for avoiding theſe Dangers; out if no other can be 
tered Mond, we mult take what is now propoſed. It is the Buſi- 
fore. ess of every Gentleman here, when any Difficulty or Dan. 


er occurs, to think of, and contrive ſuch Expedients as may 
be moſt effectual and molt ſafe for his Country; and yet 
here are fome Gentlemen in this Houſe, who ſeem to be- 


ape: WWW have in a very different Manner: They are always ſtarting 
they WWW Objections againſt, and preſaging Dangers from every Expe- 
Juar. dent they hear propoled, but never offer any Propoſal, any 
le to WF Remedy or Prevention, of their own. As theſe Gentlemen 
p in WW cem to have a mighty fruitful Invention, I wiſh they would 
zpply it to the Cale now before us: [ wiſh they would pro- 
een pole ſome other Expedient for preventing the Evil we are 
ate, it preſent threaten'd with. If they do, I promiſe them, I ſhall 
ma. pive it a candid and impartial Examination ; and if I think 
in it more effectual or more ſafe than what is now propoſed, I 
7 ſhall certainly give it the Preference, N 
d if | 
als, A, 
hat 8 in, 
but © | ſhall not pretend to tell you what is now the Law, with 
1 regard to the quartering of Soldiers, I have carefully read 
* over the Act now ſubſiſting for that Purpoſe ; but I muſt 
le confeſs, I am a little doubtful in my Opinion, and I have no 
e; Reaſon to be aſhamed of ſaying ſo, after ſo great a Lawyer, 
1 25 judge Comyns, declared himſelf doubtful, as an Honour- 
10 able Gentleman has been pleaſed to inſorm us. I have a 


very great Regard for the two learned Gentlemen, who have 
given their Opinions upon the Queſtion; but as I am con- 
verſant among Lawyers, I have known Lawyers give Opini- 
ons in this Houſe, which were contrary to the Opinion of 
the moſt Noted of the Profcſſion ; and therefore, the Opini- 
ons that have been given, can be no Authority for declaring 
what is Law at preſent. 

© The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Sir, has 
told us, that Whatever may be the Meaning of the Law, it 
has for near forty Years paſt been a prevailing Opinion, that 
the Owners of Public- houſes were by Law obliged to furniſh 
the Soldiers quartered upon them, with Diet and Small- 


Vor. VII. X Beer, 


* 


« For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I muſt think, that the Dangers Anno 1, Goa 
1740. 


(154 )' 
Anno 14, Geo. Beer. That this, Sir, has been the general Practice, my 
II. 1745. be true; I believe the Owners of ſuch Houſes have ene. 
rally done ſo; but this is no Proof of its having been de 
general Opinion, that they were by Law obliged to do 9% 
A Man will ſubmit to a ſmall Hardſhip, rather than contej 
a doubtful Point in Law; but when that Hardſhip become 
grievous, he thinks it worth his while to conteſt it, rather 
than ſubmit to it any longer. The Doubt that has beer 
lately ſtarted, does not, therefore, proceed from People, 
having altered their Opinion, but from your having te; 
up ſych a numerous Army for ſuch a Number of Years. Tüte 
People grew at laſt tired of ſubmitting to a Hardſhip, which 
they doubted if they were obliged to ſubmit to, and which, 
inſtead of being removed or lightened, they found it to be 
growing almoſt every Year more heavy than it was before, 

This, Sir, is the true Reaſon of the Doubt that has been 
lately ſtated, in relation to the furniſhing of Soldiers with 
Diet and Small-Beer, or with Hay and Straw for their 
Horſes, at the Prices allowed by the Government; and ve 
have now ſuch a great Number of Land Forces within the 
Kingdom, that I am not at all turprizcd at the People's be. 
ing generally reſolved to have this Queſtion determined one 
way or other. What Uſe was deſigned, or what Ule wil 
be made of this great Land-Army, I ſhall not pretend to 

_ gueſs; but I am afraid, no Uſe, at leaſt no military Uſe, will 
be made of them. As we are in courſe to have next Sum- 
mer a new Parliament choſen, the great Augmentation we 
have made, and the expenſive manner in which we have 
made that Augmentation, gives Occaſion to very ugiy dui. 
picions, People know what an Uſe may be made of Com- 
miſſions for Officers to ſerve in the Army, with regard to 
Elections for Members to ſerve in Parliament: A Commil- 
ſion, or the Promiſe of a Commiſſion in the Army, may en- 
gage a Man and his Friends to vote for a weak or wicked 
Miniſter, who would otherwiſe moſt certainty vote againſt 
him: The Terrors of having 2 Regiment of Foot, or a 
Regiment of Dragoons ſent to quarter upon a Borough, may 
engage the Magiſtrates, ſome of whom are often Inn-keey- 
ers, to vote for a Ccurt Candidate, whoſe Face they had never 
the Pleaſure to behold, in Oppoſition to the moſt hoſpitable 
and honeſt Gentleman in their Neighbourhood. 

Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the illegal Uſes that may be 
made of an Army; and every illegal Uſe that can be made 
of an Army, will receive new Strength from the Amendment 
row propoſed. If you lay Inn-keepers, and other Owners ' 
of Public-houtes, under a legal Obligation to furniſh the Sol- 
diers with neceſſary Proviſions for themſelves and Horſes, at 

Certain 
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the certain Rates to be appointed by Law, as you cannot aſcertain 2 14, Ceo. 
either the Quantity or Kind of ſuch Proviſions, the Owners ow 
ei of ſuch Houſes will never be able to ſatisfy the Soldiers quar- 

nes tered upon them. The Soldier will inſiſt upon having more | 

„er bor a Groat, than the Inn-keeper can buy for Six-pence, 

cen which, it muſt be allowed, would be a very great Oppreſſion 

„ upon the latter; and how is he to be relieved ? Why, by the 

Civility and Good-nature of the commanding Officer. Sir, 


ge the Officer may be good-natured and humane, I believe ma- 
ich ry of them are ſo; but it is haidly poſſible to prevent a 
ch, Man's being a little partial to one of his own Cloth; and 


therefore, I muſt think, a Law for ſubjecting the People to 
ſuch an Oppreſſion, without any other Remedy, could neither 
be called good-natu. d nor humane ; eſpecially if we conſider, 
that when a Regiment is ſent to correct an obſtinate Bo- 
rough or County, the commanding Officer; without ſo much 
25 a Hint, will know, that this Preferment depends upon his 
giving no Ear to the Complaints of the Inhabitants, | 
Our paſſing ſuch a Law as this, at this Time, will therefore 
yery much increaſe thoſe Suſpicions that have been already 
raiſed by the Augmentation we have lately made to our 
Army, and the expenſive manner in which that Augmentation 
has been made; and in theſe Suſpicions moſt People will be 


n. confirmed, if the greateſt Part of our Army is not very ſoon 
ve ſent out of the Kingdom, to carry on with Vigour the War 
ve ve are now engaged in. If any thing like this be deſigned, 


l. we have no Occaſion for altering or explaining the Law; 
1 becauſe the People will then have but few Soldiers quartered 
upon them, and will therefore continue to do, as they have 
done for almoſt forty Years palt. The Owners of Public- 
houſes will continue to furniſh the Soldiers with neceſſary 
Proviſions, when the Soldier contents himſelf with ſuch Pro- 
viſions, as his Landlord can furnifh at the Price allowed by 
the Government: Nay, they will furniſh the Soldiers, I 
believe, with better Proviſions, and with more Good-will, 
than they have done for twenty Years paſt ; for when a Part 
of the Army is employed in fighting victoriouſly, as J hope 
they will, againſt the Enemies of their Country, the Name 
of a Soldier will then again begin to be reſpected and beloved 
, by the People. 


RAT Te 


Et, Xo 


e This, Sir, will be the Conſequence of ſending a great 
j Part of our Army Abroad to fight againſt the Enemies of 
q their Country, inſtead of keeping them at Home to oppreſs 
k the People, and influence the next general Elections. But 
really, Sir, the Propoſition now made to us gives me ſome 
eaſon to apprehend, that there is not ſo much as a Deſign 


o ſend any great Part of our Army Abroad; and this makes 
1 © me 


Anno 14, Geo me the more unwilling to agree to what the Honour, 


IL. 1740. 
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Gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe ; for if ſuch a Ny, 
ber of regular Forces be kept within the Kingdom, but (, 
a few Years, and ſuch a Law as is now propoſe! kept i 
Force, the Number of Public houſes will decre:'- !o my 
that it will be impoſſible to find Quarters for the Army jr 
ſuch Houſes, and this will of courſe make Barracks abe 
lutely neceſſary, which will ſoon put an End to our hay 
Conſtitotion. We muſt always have in this Kingdom : 

reat Number of Travellers upon our public Roads: If ut 
Fad no Trade, which may be the Conſequence of our | 
Meaſures, if not ſoon altered, yet the very Nature of on 
Conſtitution occaſions a greater Number of Travellers i, 
this Kirgdom, than in any neighbouring Country: The 
Members both of this and the other Houſes of Parliamen 


in 

mult be accommodated with Lodging and Stabling, in thei — 
Journies to and from Parliament; but how ſhall they be ac. Wh ger 
commodated, if every Inn they came to be full of Soldier | 
Will they lie in the Streets to make room for a Lord o thi 
Member of Parliament? Will they be commonly civil "» WM ve 
any Traveller that comes to hamper them in their Qui. wi 
ters? On the contrary, they do not always behave in the Hi 
moſt civil manner to Travellers, even of the firſt Rank; pe 
for lately at North- Allerton they ſeized on and carried of 1 
Reverend Prelate's Dinner, upon Pretence, that the Land. a 
lord had not provided ſufficiently for them. What Redrei e. 
the Reverend Prelate met with, or whether he applied for al 
any, I do not know; but he could not recover his Dinner; n 
and this ſhews what Inconveniencies we, as well as other f 
Travellers, may be put to, if all the Inns of any little Town P 


we may come to upon the Road, ſhould be ſo crammed with D 
Soldiers, as not to be able to furniſh Accommodation or \ 
Entertainment for any Traveller. t 
« I ſhall grant, Sir, that whilſt we keep ſuch a numerous t 
Army within the Kingdom, and continue the modern French | 
Practice of having ſome Part of that Army always march- | 
ing and counter-marching from one End of the Kingdom 
to the other, uncer Pretence of what is called changing of | 
Garriſons: I ſay, whilit we do ſo, the Soldiers may often be 
under great Difficulties with regard to Proviſions, both upon 
their March, and in their ſettled Quarters, unleſs we oblige 
their Quarters to furniſh them at ſuch Prices, as they can 
afford to pay ; but the moſt proper Expedient for avoiding 
this Inconvenience, is, in my Opinion, very obvious, which 
is, to ſend the greateſt Part of your Army againſt the Ene. 
my in Time of War, and never to keep a greater Number 
of Troops within the Kingdom, than are abſolutely * 
ary 
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ary for the juſt Ends of Government. I will undertake, Anno 14, Geo. 


chat when the People know, that any Part of your Army is 


marching thro” the Kingdom, in order to go and fight the 2 


Fnemies of their Country, they will freely and voluntarily 
frniſh the Soldiers with every thing neceſſary upon their 
March ; but they are ſenſible of what is meant by changing 
of Garriſons, which in abſolute Governments is intended 
chiefly to prevent the Soidiers from acquiring any ſort of 
Attachment to the People amongit whom they live, and to 
make them look upon themſelves, as a Body of Men quite 
diſtin from the People, I cannot ſay, amongſt whom they 
live, but amongſt whom they ſojourn; and therefore, the 
People of this Kingdom moſt reaſonably complain, and re- 
ſent their being oppreſſed or incommoded with the March- 
ing or Counter-marching of regular Troops, when they 
know, or at leaſt imagine it to be intended for ſuch a dan- 
gerous and arbitrary Purpoſe. 

Having thus, Sir, mentioned one Expedient, and L 
think the only proper Expedient, for preventing the Incon- 
vevience complained of, I hope the Honourable Gentleman 
will not here: ſter ſay, that there are any Gentlemen in this 
Houſe, who are always ſtarting Objections againſt every Ex- 
pedient they hear propoſed, but never offer any Remedy or 
Prevention of their own. Gentlemen have Reaſon to object 
againſt Remedies that are apparently worſe than the Diſ- 
eaſe, eſpecially when the true Remedy is obvious; but as I 
am ſuſpicious, that the Remedy I have now offered will 
not be approved of by our chief State Phyſicians, and am 
for ſeeing any Remedy applied rather than that now pro- 
poſed, I mult obſerve, that another Remedy has already been 
mentioned in this Debate, which I think Jeſs oppreſſive than 
what is now propoſed, and which I the rather approve of, 
becauſe it was made Uſe of ſoon after the Revolution, As 
that was a Time, Sir, which ] highly approve of, I am for 
going as near it as poſſible, and therefore, if we muſt keep 
up ſuch a numerous Standing Army as we have at preſent, 
and muſt Keep them all at Home too, I am for doing ſome- 
thing like what was done in the Year 1696-7. In that 
Year, as an Honourable Gentleman has already told us, a 
Clauſe was inſerted in the Mutiny-AR, by which it was 
8 that no Inn-holder ſhould be obliged to provide 

ictuals for any Soldier, if he ſhould give him 4d. a Day, 
delides Candle and the Uſe of his Fire for dreſſing his Meat. 
As our Army is now regularly paid, we have no Occaſion 
for obliging the Inn-holders to advance any Money to the 
Soldiers quartered upon them, but if there be now an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity for any thing like what is now propoſed, J 


think 


II. 1740 
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is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, I think neither this 


14, Geo think we ought to give an Option to Inn-holders, eithe; t 


pedient will do, or whether it may appear to be ſufficient {; 


the Nation; and I ſhall never deſire to increaſe my Profit 
- at the Expence of my Country.” 
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provide Victuals for ſuch Soldiers, at the Rate of 4d. a Dy 
or otherwiſe to furniſh them with Lodging, Candle, Ute. 
ſils for dreſſing their Meat, and the Ule of their Fire, fi 
nothing. 

« Even this, bir, will be a very great Hardſhip upon the 
Owners of our Public-houſes ; but, I think, it will be a le 
Hardſhip than that of ſubjecting them to the arbitrary De 
mands of the Soldiers quartered upon them, for what th 
may be pleaſed to call neceſſary Proviſions. How this Ex 


removing the Evil complained of, I do not know; but as j 


nor any other Expedient ought to be raſhly gone into; {4 
which Reaſon, I think, we ought to take ſome Days to cor. 
ſider of it, and for that Purpoſe to adjourn the Committee. 
There is no Neceſſity for immediately commencing a Lay. 
ſuit, in order to determine the Queſtion lately ſtarted upon 
this Subject. If the Neceſſity for this Determination cannct 
be removed, by a Diminution of our Army, I hope, we 
ſhall in this Houſe fall upon ſome Method for determining 
the Queſtion, without ſending it into Weſtminſter-Hal! ; for 
tho“ I belong to Weſtminſter-Hall, yet I ſhall always be 2. 

inſt People's being brought there for deciding any Queſtion, 

wilh they were not ſo apt to come there, as I find they 
are; It might be a Loſs to me, but it would be a Gain to 


B. 


SIR, 


We are now about reviving an expiring Law: The 
Meaning of that Law, as it ſtands at preient, appears to be 
doubtful, as has been acknowledged by moſt Gentlemen 
who have ſpoke in this Debate, Can it admit of a Diſpute, 
whether we ought to remove that Doubt, by ſome explana- 
tory Words in the Bill now before us? Would it not be a 
moſt egregious Soleciſm for a legiſlative Aſſembly to ena 
a Law which they know to be doubtful ? Let us confider 
what a Number of Law-ſuits may be occaſioned before this 
Time Twelvemonth. You cannot, at leaſt you ought not, | 


M 
think, to make a Law with a Retroſpect, and tferefore you ur 
cannot put an End to theſe Law-ſuits, by any new Law to be hi 
paſſed a Year hence, Tho' you are the Makers, yet you are hi 
not by our Conſtitution the Interpreters of the Law: His ſh 


Majeſty's Judges in Weſtminfter-Hall are the Interpreters; 


and they are ſworn to give Judgment in every Caſe that 
comes 
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"mes before them, according to the Laws which were in Anno 14, Geo. 
ing when that Caſe happened. Suppoſe now, you ſhould II. 1745. 
off the explaining of this Law till next Year, and goo 
ions ſhould before then be commenced upon the Doubt 
ow acknowledged to be in the Law, the Explanation you 
en put upon the Law, would not put a Stop to any of theſe 
,w-luits ; becauſe the Judges might be of Opinion, that 
te Words of the Law could not bear the Explanation you 
d put upon them by a new Law. In all Cafes that might 
:ppen afterwards, they would be obliged to determine ac- 
ording to your Explanation ; but in Caſes that had before 
curred, they would in Conſcience be obliged to determine 
cording to their own Opinion, even tho' contrary to what 
ou, ex poſt facto, declared to be yours. 
From hence, Sir, you may ſee, what a Multitude of 
zw-ſuits may be occaſioned, and what a monſtrous Expence 
bay be brought upon the Subject by your delaying to ex- 
ain and remove the Doubt that hath ariſen, but for one 
Lear lor ger. Surely it is our Duty to prevent Law, ſuits, 
nd to do ſo as ſoon as we can. The Trade of a Lawyer, 
o wile Nation will ever encourage; and the Trade too, of 
un- keeping, Alehouſe-keeping, or retailing of Spiritous 
quors, does not, I think, deſerve all that Regard which 
tems to be ſhewn to it in this Debate. But ſhould we ſup- 
ole, that they will always be at a great Loſs by furniſhing 
he Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
it the Rate of 4d. a Day, the Loſs will not fall upon them: 
For by the Prices they charge they will oblige their other 
utomers to make it good; and therefore, if this Loſs were 
to be looked on as a Tax, it could not be conſidered as a 
partial, or unequal Tax, but a Tax laid upon the whole Peo- 
pe; and it muſt either be no Tax at all, ora Tax as neceſ- 
ry as any one that was ever impoſed. 
Gentlemen may cry, how | how! and ſeem ſurprized at 
what I have ſaid ; but if they will have a little Patience, I 
ſl make it good. I repeat it again, Sir, that the obliging 
of Inn kee pers, and ſuch like, to furniſh Diet and Small-Beec 
to the Soldiers quartered upon them, muſt either be no Loſs 
to, or Tax upon them, or upon any one elſe, or otherwiſe 
t mult be as neceſſary a Tax as ever was impoſed in this 
kingdom; and my Reaſon for ſaying ſo is this : If Provi- 
tons are ſo cheap, as they generally are, that an Inn-keeper 
may furniſh Diet and Small-Beer to the Soldiers quartered 
upon him, for 4d. a Day, and have a reaſonable Profit to 
bimſelf, then the obliging him to do ſo, can be no Tax upon 
him or any Man elſe: On the other hand, if Proviſions 
ſhould happen at any particular Time, or in any 1 
ace, 
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Anno 14, Geo Place, to be fo dear, that the Inn-keeper cannot furniſh Du 
II. 1740. and Small-Beer for the Soldiers quartered upon him, at ie 
GOWN Rate of 4d. a Day, I am very ſure, the Soldier will not h 
able to furniſh Diet and Small-Beer for himſelf at near thy 
Rate; becauſe an Inn-keeper who brews his cwn Smal. 
Beer, and buys great Quantities of Meat at a time, will 2 
ways be able to fell it at a much cheaper Rate than the 89. 
dier can purchaſe it in the ſmall Quantities he has occaſg 
for, or can afford to buy at a time. But the Soldier has 1 
more than 4d. a Day to beſtow upon himſelf for Diet ar 
Small-Beer, what then can he do? He muſt either ſtarve v 
ſteal, The former we cannot ſuppoſe he will do; and if; 
great Part of the Army ſhould be brought under the Nee; 
fity of living by Theft or Plundering, not only our Conf. 
tution, but the Property of every Man in the Kingdon 
would then be in the utmoſt Danger. 
© Tt has been ſaid in this Debate, that if our Soldiers cr. 
not live upon 4d. a Day, we muſt augment their Pay; by 
let us conſider, Sir, that in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and 
at moſt Times, a Soldier can live upon 4d. a Day; and if 
it ſhould be propoſed to proportion their Pay, according u 
the Times, and according to the Places in which they my 
be quartered, this cannot be done by Parliament: It mat 
be left to Miniiters, and this, in my Opinion, would he x 
more extenſive and a more dangerous Power, than any now * 
lodged in the Crown, There is, therefore, no other way > al 
ſubfilting your Army, in Time of Scarcity, which is ſeldom 
eneral, and never laſts long, than by obliging the Owners 


| of Public-houſes to furniſh them with Diet and Smal!-Beer, Wi ;. 
| at ſuch a Rate as their Pay will admit of. This I ſhall allow th 
| is, in Times of Scarcity, a ſort of Tax upon the Owners of ” 


ſuch Houſes, or rather, as | have ſaid, upon their Cuſtomers; 
but as there is no other way of ſubſiſting your Army, at 
ſuch Times, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and will therefore, | 
hope, be always patiently ſubmitted to. 

As for the Expedieat found out in the Year of 1696 7, 
it was then made uſe of, becauſe our Troops kept at home 
neither were, nor could be regularly paid; for ſurely, Sir, it 
will not be thought, that the Soldier was to have 4d. a Day 
from the Inn-keeper, beſides his Pay from the Government; 
but as the Army is now regularly paid, both their Subſiſlance 
Money and Arrears, we have no Occaſion for ſuch an Expe- 
dient ; will be far from removing the Difficulty now under 
Conlideration ; for it will ſignify nothing to provide Fire 
and Utenſils for a Soldier to dreſs his Meat with, when he 
can get no Meat to dreſs, or none at the Price he is able to 
pay for it, which will often be the Caſe upon a 3 

| therefole, 
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lun-holders was not extended to Soldiers upon a March; nor 
ght it, I think, now to be extended to Soldiers, even in the 
places where they are appointed to reſide ; becauſe an Inn- 
holder, Alehouſe-keeper, or ViQtuall-r, can always furniſh a 
coldier with Diet and Small-Beer at a cheaper Rate than he 
can furniſh himſelf, If he refuſes to do fo, it muſt proceed 
om mere Obſtinacy, or from an uncommon Dearth of Pro- 
viſions: In the former Caſe, he ought to be compelled; and 
in the latter, he muſt be compelled, becauſe there is no other 
Way of providing for the Soldier's Subſiſtence, and every 
Gentleman will admit, that while we have Soldiers, we muſt 
provide for their Subſiſlence, in Time of Scarcity as well as 
in Time of Plenty. In Times of Scarcity it may be a Loſs 
to the Inn-keeper, but, like many others, it is a Loſs which, 
for the ſake of the Public, muſt neceſſarily attend the Buſi- 
neſs he follows, and at no Time it can be a Hardſhip, becauſe, 
as the Soldier is ſubject to Martial Law, that Law will 


:ways make him not only reaſonable, but civil in his Quar- 
ters. 


B. 
SIR, 


Jam ſurprized to hear Gentlemen ſo much as ſuppoſe, 
that any Multitude of Law- ſuits can enſue from leaving this 
At in the very Words it ſtands at preſent, and has ſtood for 
ſome Years. For my own Part, I do not pretend to any 
deep Learning in the Law, eſpecially in the Practical Part of 
It; and therefore I ſhou'd be glad to know, from fome of 
thoſe Gentlemen who make that Study their Profeſſion, how 
any more than one Law-ſuit could be the Conſequence of our 
not explaining that Part of this Law, which is nqw faid to be 
doubtful. Tf any Suit be commenced for having this Que!- 


ment, by way of Information, or by a Soldier, by way of Ac- 
lion of the Caſe upon the Statute, againſt an Inn-keeper who 
bad refuſed to furniſh him with Diet and Smail-Beer, at 
the Rate of 4d. a Day; and can we ſuppobe, that our Go- 
ernment, or rather our molt excellent Minilters, woulda be 
o vexatious, as to bring ſeveral Informations, or to allow the 
oldiers to bring ſeveral Actions, when one would be as iuf- 
hcient as five hundred, for deciding the Queliun ia Diſpute, 
and for preventing all farther Doubr. Whatever Opinion 
the Honourable Gentleman who ipoke laſt may have of our 
Miniſters, I am far from having ſo bad un Opinion of them; 
and therefore, if we ſhould leave this Queſtion undecided, 
and the Army ſhould inſiſt upon its being decided by a Suit at 
aw, I am convinced, no more than one Law-fuit couid 


Vol VII. from 


tion determined, it muſt be brought, either by the Govern- . 


yerefore, in the Year of 1696-7, the Proviſion in Favour of Anno.r4, Geo, 


It, 1740. 
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C402): 
Anno 14, Geo. from thence enſue; and the Event of that Suit, I bellen 
II. 1540. our Inn-keepers have no Reaſon to be afraid of, becauſe 
cannot think, that a Law, which ſimply obliges me to n. 
ceive a Man into my Houle, can be ſuppoſed by any imz. 
tial Man in the Kingdom to mean, that I ſhould be obligy 
likewiſe to maintain him. 

« But, Sir, if it ſhould be determined otherwiſe ; if on 
Judges ſhould be of Opinion, that the Law, as it now {tand, 
obliges Inn-keepers and others to furniſh the Soldier: qu 
teted upon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, at the Rate 9 
4d. a Day, I ſhould then be for altering the Law as ſoon y 
poſſible ; becauſe, I think, it would lay a moſt grievous Tu 
upon the Owners of all our Public-houſes, a Tax which they 
they could not recover from their Cuſtomers, and a Ty 
which I think abſolutely unneceſſary, The furniſhing af 
Soldiers with Lodging and Houſe-room is of itſelf fo trouble 
ſome to Inn-keepers, that many of them give the Soldier; 
Shilling. or Eighteen-pence a Week, to be entirely rid 
their Company; and if you ſhould further oblige Inn-keey 
ers to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, In 
- perſuaded, moſt of our Inns would be glad to give the dd. 
diers Half a Crown or Three Shillings a Week, to provide 
themſelves ſomewhere elſe, rather than have Cuilomers ant 
Travellers baniſhed away from their Houſe, by ſeeing it al- 

ways full of Soldiers. | 
This, Sir, will be a moſt inſufferable Burden upon al 
Public-houſes ; and to ſuppoſe, that this Loſs would be mad: 
good by their raiſing their Prices to their Cuſtomers, is ſup- 
| | poſing againſt Reaſon and Experience: They cannot nie 
the Price of any Liquors they ſel], which is the principal 
Part of their Prefits; and if they ſhould make them worle 
no Man would come to purchaſe or drink them. Even a: 
to Eatables, the Market-Price is ſo well known, that they 
would be look'd upon as Extortioners, if they demanded i 
greater Profit than uſual, which would of courſe make! 
their Cuſtomers forſake the Houſe; and TI believe it will 
not be ſaid, that, even in the Times of the greateſt Plenty, 
a Public-houſe could ſupport itſelf upon the Profits made by 
the Soldiers quartered upon it. ; : 
No, Sir, with regard to the Neceſſity of impoſing this 
Burden or Tax upon the Owners of thoſe Houſes, where 
Soldiers are by Law allowed to be quartered, the Honouradie 
Gentleman has, I think, given us but two Reaſons for i, 
and both of them I take to be without Foundation. He fay', 
I hat the Owners of ſuch Houſes may buy cheaper than Sol 
diers can: Is there any Foundation for ſay ing ſo? May nt! 
a Soldier buy as cheap at Market as his Landlord can ? 2 
| | WIS! 


Ee EE I GL 


( 163 ) 


zhen five or fix of them join together, as they uſually do, Anno 14, Geo 
nay not they buy as large a Joint of Meat, or as great a II. 1740. 
Naantity of Proviſions, as a common Honſe-keeper does for | 
tis Family? Sir, they will buy cheaper for themſelves, than 

heir Landlord can for them : We know what a Difference 

here is between the Prices of different Joints of the ſame _ 
or: of Meat, or betwcen the ſeveral Species of the ſame 1 
kind of Proviſions, When Soldiers buy for themſelves, by 
they will be contented with the coarſeſt and cheapeſt ſort ; 1 
when their Landlord buys for them, they will inſiſt upon 4 


having the fineſt and deareſt. i 
The other Reaſon aſſigned by the Honourable Gentle. #4 
man for the Neceſſity he pleads for, is, that in Times of 4 
Scarcity, a Soldier cannot ſubſiſt upon 4d. a Day, and muſt Fe 
therefore be ſubſiſted by his Landlord at that Price, becauſe | Mt 
he can afford no more. Both theſe FaQs, Sir, I deny. There it 
has never been, that I know of, ſuch a Scarcity in England, | * 
3s to make it impoſiibie for a Man to ſubſiſt upon 4d. a Nt 
Day, it he contented himſelf with the coarſeſt ſort of Pro- 7 
viſions; but the Truth of the Matter, I believe, is, the [4 


Honourable Gentleman and his Friends have a Mind, that 
in Times of Scarcity Soldiers ſhould feed as delicately, and 
fare as well, as they can do in Times of the greateſt Plenty; a 
whereas I am for their being made ſenſible of the Diſtreſſes 

of their Country. I likewiſe deny, Sir, that a Soldier can | 

afford no more than 4d. a Day for Diet and Small-Beer. It 3 
1s very well known, that the Soldiers in our Marching-Regi- | 
ments are paid 61, a Day by the Government; and why 1 
2d. a Day ſhould be with-held from a poor Soldier's Pay, I 1 
can find no Reaſon, unleſs it be, that the Colonel ſhould 
make ſuch a profitable Contract, as to get 1000 or 1500], "1 
by cloathing his Regiment, and that all the poor Fellows 4 
ſhould appear clean ſhaved, and well powdered at a Re- 1 
view, For my Part, I think a Man without any Powder in * 
his Hair, and even with a long Beard, may look as like a M: 
Soldier, and do his Buſineſs as well, as a Man with a Smock 1 
Face, and powdered Locks; and therefore I muſt think, «8 
that, of late Years, our Army has been deſigned rather to 1 
kill the Ladies, than to kill the Enemies of their Country: 4; 
For this Reaſon, I am of Opinion, that if our Soldiers 4 
were put to no greater Expence than is abſolutely neceſſary 1 
for their appearing like Soldiers, and not like Beaus, a Sol- 4 
dier even of a Marching Regiment might ſpare 5d. a Day | in, 
for Diet and Small-Beer ; and with reſpect to the Soldiers of +1 
the Foot-Guards, as they are paid 8d. a Day by the Go- | 


vernment, I am ſurprized to hear it ſo much as inſinuated. | it 
that they cannot ſpare above 4d. a Day for Diet and _ 9 
| Y 2 cer; - 
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Anno 14, Geo Beer; yet no Difference is, I find, to be made between 4, 
II. 1740 Soldiers of Marching-Regiments, and thoſe of the Pon. 
- Guards, tho' the latter can certainly afford to pay more f 

Diet and Small- Beer than the former; and tho” the lit, 
are generally quartered in Weſtminſter, and about Lond 
where Houſe rent and Proviſions are always dearer than j 
Country Places, or Cities remote from London. 

Thus, Sir, I hope I have ſhewn, that, by the Clays 
now offered, a moſt heavy additional Tax would be laid Upon 
the Owners of our Fublic-houſes ; that it is a Tax which 
they could not oblige their Cuſtomers to bear any Part (: 
and that it is a moſt unneceſſary Tax, becauſe Soldiers my 
provide for themſelves not only in Times of Plenty, but ere 
in Times of Scarcity, unleſs that Scarcity ſhould be ſo ver; 
extraordinary, as has ſeldom or never happened, and ought 
not therefore to be made a Foundation for a general ani 
ſanding Regulation, which will at all Times be a Grievere: 
upon 4 great Part of the People, and which may probahly 
diminiſh the Number of our Pablic- houſes, ſo as to make 
the Building of Barracks, or the Quartering of Soldier 
upon private Houſes, abſolutely neceſſary." 


C. 
S1R, 

As moſt of the Arguments made Uſe of againſt the 
Clauſe, now offered to you, have been ſounded upon a Sup- 
Poſition, that the Law, as it ſtands at preſent, does not oblige 
Inn-keepers and others, upon whom Soldiers may be hu. 
fully quartered, to furniſh them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
T ſhall beg leave to ſhew you, that the Law is otherwiſe, and 
that what is now offered, is nothing but an Explanation, and 
Enforcement of what has been Law ever ſince we had ſuch 
an Act as a Mutiny-AR in this Kingdom. 

Sir, in order to find out the Meaning of the Law as i! 
now ſtands, we muſt not look to the Clauſe for obliging tte ar 
Owners of Public-houſes to receive the Soldiers law/ully 
quartered upon them, becauſe that Clauſe was but lately in- 
troduced, and mutt be explained by the other Clauſes in the 
Bill; but we muſt conſider what was antiently meant by the 

Term Quartering ; and if we conſider what was antient!y 
meant by Quartering, we mutt conclude, that the Owners 0: 
private Houſes, as well as public, were obliged to furniſh the 
Soldiers quartered upon them with every thing neceſſary, 
according to thoſe Rules which were preſcribed by the 
Commanders of the Troops fo quartered. Before the Re- 
ſtoration, we had no ſuch Thing as an Army, or any regular 
Troops, but in Time of War; and then, I believe, it me 
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ow their Soldiers were to be treated by thoſe upon whom 
hey were quartered, If they had ready Money where- 
vithal ro pay their Soldiers, they generally ordered them to 
y ready Money for what they had; but if they could not 
jay their Soldiers, the Perſons upon whom they were quar- 
red were then obliged to furniſh them, not only with Lod 


1aus g, but alfo with Diet and Small-Beer, and to bring their 
upon Accounts in to the Public, in order to receive Satisfaction. 
'bick his was the Practice in Time of War, before the Reſtora- 


non; but as we began ſoom after that Period to keep regular 

roops in continual Pay, and as the Officers of theſe Troops 
began to practiſe in Time of Peace, what had been formerly 
raftiſed in Time of War, therefore, towards the latter End 
of King Charles IId's Reign, that Law which has been men- 
oned was made, by which it was enacted, „ That Soldiers 
ſhould not be quartered upon any Houſe whatſoever, without 
the Conſent of the Owner.” From the Revolution to the 
ke ear 1692, the Nation was in a State of War, and probably 
en us Law was not obſerved ; but the Tranquillity of the Na- 
tion being entirely reſtored, a new Law was made for regu- 
lating the Quartering of Soldiers, and for confining it with- 
in certain legal Bounds, without leaving it to the Diſcretion 
of any military Officer whatſoever, 


ke © By that Law, Sir, the Conſtable and other Civil Off 
ces were empowered to quarter or billet Soldiers upon Pub- 
ge lie- houſes, and upon them only, and therefore had the ſame 
x Power granted them by Law, which the commanding Officers 
T, of the Troops had formerly aſſumed againſt Law ; that is to 
d lay, by their billeting of Soldiers upon Public houſes, they 
d gave them a Right to inſiſt not only upon Lodging, but upon 


Viet and Small-Beer, for what they could afford for it out of 
their Pay; and if they received no Pay, then the Houſes 
upon which they were quartered were to keep an Account, 
and to bring their Accounts in to the Public, in order to re- 
ceive Satisfaction; and to prevent all Diſputes between the 
Soldiers and their Landlords, the Juſtices of the Peace were 
ordered and empowered to ſettle the Rates of all ſuch Provi- 
llons, as were furniſhed by the Landlords. That this was the 
Meaning of thoſe, who firſt gave the Conſtables a legal 


ed, that Soldiers ſhould have Entertainment, as well as Lodg- 
ing, at the Houſes where they were ſo quartered, is, I think, 
Plain, from their limiting that Power to Public-houſes only ; 
tor if they had intended, that Soldiers ſhould have nothing 
but Lodging, at the Houſe were they were quartered, they 


vould certainly have given the Conſtable Power to quarter 
| Soldiers 


tower to quarter Soldiers: That by Quartering they intend- 


e allowed, that the Commanders were the only Judges, 1 
1740. 


( 166 ) 


Anno 14, Geo. Soldiers upon all Houſes that lett Lodgings, as well as pn 
I. 1740. Inn-keepers, Victuallere, and other ſuch Houſes, And tn 
| Clauſe inſerted in the Mutiny Act, paſſed in the Year 1; 

makes it evident, that it was then ſuppoſed, that the Owe 

of Public-houſes were by the Law, as it ſtood before, oblige 

to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer ; for if thi 

had not been ſuppoſed, there would have been no Occafy 

for inſerting a Clauſe, «+ That Inn keepers ſhould not k 

obliged to provide Meat, or any other Victuals, for an) 81 

dier legally quartered upon them, if they ſhou'd give or te. 

der to ſuch Soldiers 4d. a Day for their Subſiſtence in Men 

only, beſides Candle, and the Uſe of their Fire for dreſſing 
Meat.“ 

How that 4d. a Day was to be repaid to the Inn- kee. 

ers, who did advance it to the Soldiers, I do not know; h. 

there is no Clauſe in the Act for ordering or regulating th 

Repay ment of it; but even ſuppoſe it was duly and regular 

repaid, it was harder upon the Inn-keepers, than whats 

now propoſed ; and yet I never heard, that it diminiſhed the 

Number of our Public-houſes, or that any [nn-keeper ot 

Victualler gave up his Buſineſs upon that Account; and 


therefore, if the tame Clauſe were to be revived, we ſhould 80 
have no Reaſon to apprehend any ſuch Conſequence from it ſe 
But, as our Army is now regularly paid, we have no Occaſiun T 
to oblige the Owners of Public houſes to advance any Mo. \ 
ney to the Soldiers quartered upon them, or to give any if 
long Credit to {uch Soldiers. They are now, they have for t 


ſeveral Years been, obliged to receive the Soldiers Jawſully 
quartered upon them, In this Clauſe, the Word receive 
mult certainly relate to, and be explained by the Word 
quartered ; and if by quartering be meant the furniſhing ofa 
Soldier with Diet and Small-Beer, as well as Lodging, the 
Owners of the Houſes where Soldiers are lawfully quartere, 
are already by Law obliged todo ſo. In this Senſe the Lay 
has been always, till very lately, interpreted; it has for na. 
ny Years been tae Cultom to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet 
and Small-Beer, as well as Lodging, at the Houſes where 
they are quartered, and at ſuch Rates as they were able to 
pay. This, I ſay, has for many Years been a continued Cul- 
tom; anda Cuitom founded on Law makes Law: At lealt, 
Cuſtom is the belt Interpreter of Law, and ſometimes puts à 
Meaning upon the Words of a Law different from what at 
firit View they ſeem to bear. 

* 'This being the Cale, Sir, what are we now to do? Ve 
are not toalter the Law, or to eltabliſh any new Regulation; 
we are only to explain and enforce what has been Law for al 
molt thele forty Years; and this we are obliged to a by . 

ou 
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doubt which ſome People have been lately pleaſed to raiſe, Anno 1 4, Geo. 


think, without any Foundation, in order to prevent People's 
woſing themſelves to Law-ſuits and Penalties ; for by the 
. as it itands now, the Owner of a Public-houſe that re- 
ſes to receive any Soldier Jawfully quartered upon him, is 
obe fined by the Julitices, in a Sum not exceeding 5l. nor 
der 40S. and conſequently, if by receiving be meant the 
Erniſhing of ſuch Soldier with Lodging, Diet and Small- 
per, at Ad a Day, every Innkeeper that ſhall refuſe to do fo, 
ſubjecis himielf to that Penalty, and the Juſtices muſt fine 
him, if the Soldier or any other Perſon comes to make the 
Complaint. 

„ ſhall grant, Sir, that this Doubt, which has been ſo 
groundleſsly raiſed, might be determined by one ſingle Law- 
{uit; but, in the mean 1ime, a great Number of People 
would ſubject themſeives to the Penalties of the Law, and 
the Determination of the Queſtion in Diſpute would not free 
them from thoſe Penalties, but on the contrary would en- 
courage People to proſecute. Suppoſe a Law-ſuit were 
commenced againlt ſome Inn-keeper that had refuſed to fur- 
niſh the Soldiers, lawfully quartered upon him, with Diet and 
Small- Beer at a Groat a Day; that Law-juit could not in 
ſeveral Months be brought to a Concluſion; in the mean 
Time many other Inn-keepers would refuſe in the fame 
Manner ; for molt Men are apt to think themſelves in the 
right, and to hope that the Queſtion in Diſpute will be de- 
termined in their Favour, Then ſuppoſe that, upon the E- 
rent of this Law-ſuit, it ſhould be determined, that Inn-keep- 
ers and others are by the Law, as it ſtands at preſent, obli- 
ged to furniſh the Soldiers, lawfully quartered upon them, with 
Diet and Small-Beer at 4d. a Day, and that every Man who 
refuſes, ſubjects himſelf to the Penalty of the Law, which, as I 
have (aid, is a Fine to be impeied by any one Juſtice of the 
Peace, before whom the Complaint is made, of 408. or ſome 
greater Sum not exceeding 51. In this Caſe, every Inn-keep- 
er who, during the Controverſy, had refuſed to furniſh the 
Soldiers lawfully quartered upon him, with Diet and Small- 
Beer, would be liable to the Penalty, and to be proſecuted for 
it before the next Juſtice of Peace. 

We may from hence ſee, Sir, what a Number of Proſe- 
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n 


cutions this would occaſion; for, as this Complaint might be 


made either by the Soldier, or by any other Perſon whatſo 
ever; and as the Juſtice of -Peace, upon a full Proof, muſt 
fine in at leaſt 408. a Proſecution would certainly be brought 
againſt every Man that had incurred the Penalty, either by 
the Soldier that had been refuſed what he had by Law a 
Right to demand, or by ſome envious Neighbour, or Rival 

Tradeſman, 
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WVYN) expoling themſelves to Penalties, which, in my Opinig, 


Sir John 
Barnard. 
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cannot in Charity be refuſed, in order to prevent Peoyly 


would certainly be recovered againſt them.” 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 


The Honourable Gentlemen who have appeared 3 
Advocates for this Clauſe, ſeem to ſhew a great Concen 
for preventing the People's involving themſelves in Lay. 
ſuits; and I mult ſay, they are taking a very effedy] 
Method for doing it; for if what they propoſe ſhould pal 
into a Law, the People that are to be affected by it vil 
ſoon have nothing to contend for, which, I ſhall grant, is; 
molt effectual Method for preventing their being involved in 
any 'Law-ſuit whatever. When the People are utterly u. 
done, I ſhail admit, that this Clauſe will have the Effect g 
preventing their being afterwards involved in any Law-{yit; 
but till then, it will have a quite contrary Effect; but if yoy 
oblige the Owners of Public-houſes to furniſh the Soldier 
12 upon them with reaſonable Proviſions, or with 

iet and Small-Beer, under any Penalty to be recovered be- 
fore one or more Jullices of the Peace, there will be perpetual 
Diſputes between them about what is called reaſonable Proy;. 
ions, or reaſonable Diet and Small-Beer. The Soldier will 
carry his Complaint before ſome Juſtice whom he knows tg 
be in his Intereſt: The Juſtice will probably fine the Landlord; 
and the latter will certainly ſeek Relief againſt what he thinks 
an unjuſt Sentence, either by Appeal to the Quarter Seſſions, 
or ſome more expenſive Method. Thus, Sir, the Owners 
of our Public-houſes will at laſt be eat up, either by the $ol. 
diers or the Lawyers; and till then, the Clauſe now pro- 
poſed will create, inſtead of preventing Law Suits. 

This, Sir, will certainly be the Conſequence, if you lay 
Inn- keepers and others under an expreſs Obligation to fur- 
niſh the Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small 
Beer at 4d. a Day. Without any ſuch Obligation they will 
always do ſo, when the Soldiers are contented with what can 
be furniſhed at that Price; they will even furniſh a 1ittle 
more, or better than what can be afforded at that Price, in 
order to make the Soldiers eaſy in their Quarters; and the 
Soldier will be ſatisfied with what his Landlord provides for 
him, becauſe he knows, his Landlord lies under no Obligz- 
tion to provide for him, and that he cannot provide for him- 
ſelf ſo well; but if you lay the Landlord under an expre6s 
Obligation, he will never be able to ſatisfy the Soldiers quar- 
tered upon him, unleſs be ruins himſelf by * 

them 
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hey are able to pay. If he does not, there will be conti- 
al Complaints againſt him, and thus he muſt be ruined 
ther by giving the Soldiers much more than he can afford, 
n order o prevent their Complaints, or by giving his Mo- 
bey to Lawyers for defending him againſt theſe Complaints. 


d cannot therefore be ſaid, that this Clauſe is calculated for 
* preventing Law-ſuics, and it is ſomething very ſtrange to lay, 
Lay, bat what is now propoſed is not ſo great a Hardſhip as the 
dcn enacted in the Year 1696-7. 1 hope the learned Gen- 


deman does not think, that the Money then advanced by 
un- kee pers was never repaid: If this be infiſted on, the 
whole Act mult be read, in order to ſee whether there was 
ay, and what Proviſion for the Repayment of that Money; 
but it will not, I believe, be infitted on: The whole was cer. 
ainly repaid by the Government as ſoon as poſſible, and de- 
ducted aut of the Pay due to the reſpective Regiments. By 
that Law, therefore, the Landlord only lay out of his Money 


5 far a ſhort while, Hut loſt no Part of the Principal: By what 
10 is now propoſed, he is to be obliged to furniſh Proviſions to 
hy the Soldiers for 4d. a Day, which coſt him perhaps od. or 


8d, ſo that he will certainly loſe 50 or 100 per Cent. of his 
principal Money ; and that without ſo much as a Hope of 
il reaping the leaſt Advantage. Can this, Sir, be ſaid to be the 
lealt Hardſhip ? Is it poſſible for any Man to think ſo? 

* I ſhall grant, Sir, that Inn-keepers have generally pro- 
ki vided for the Soldiers quartered upon them, at ſuch Prices as 
they were able to pay; but I was ſurprized to hear the 


2 learned Gentleman ſay, that this Practice made Law. The 
1. Practice in Courts of Record may ſometimes make Law: I 
* know it is generally look'd upon as ſuch when it has con- 
tinued the ſame for a very long Time; but will it be ſaid, 
y that the Practice between a Landlord and his Soldier can 
: ever make Law? It is at preſent a Practice, and it has lon 
1 been a Cuſtam in Southwark, among thoſe who keep Live- 
1 y Stables, to give the Dragoons quartered upon them fo 
l much a Week to provide Stabling for their Horſes ſomewhere 
x elle, Will any one ſay, that this Practice has made Law, or 
a that the Owners of theſe Stables are now obliged to do ſo? 
i The furniſhing of Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer has 


been practiſed by the Ino-keepers, becauſe they were able 
todo ſo ; but by this Clauſe you will put an End to the Prac- 
tice, becauſe you will render it impoſſible for them to do ſo 
Without ruining themſelves. 

* Ido not pretend, Sir, to be a Lawyer, but I have con- 
verſed with ſome that are, and from them I have often 


heard, that penal Statutes are to be ſtrictly interpreted: If fo, 
Vol. VII. 


dem a great deal better than can be afforded for the Price Anno 14, Ceo. 
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powered to fine an Inn-keeper, for not furniſhing Diet ud 
Small-Beer to the Soldiers quartered in his Houſe, by Vir 
of that Clauſe which inflicts a Penalty upon thoſe that fhj 
refuſe to receive a Soldier law ſully quartered or billetted up 
him. Even ſuppoſe it ſhould be bereafter determined, upot 
the Event of a Law-ſuit, that receiving, means, furniſhing 
with Diet and Small- Beer, which Iam perſuaded it never il 
yet no Judge, I believe, would venture to fine a Man upq 
{uch a forced and far-fetched Conſtruftion, eſpecially if th, 
Refuſal had preceded that Conſtruction's being put upon the 
Word by any proper Authority, We have therefore 10 
Cauſe to fear, that a Multiplicity of Law-ſuits or Profecy. 
tions will be the Conſequence of our refuſing the Clauſe 
now offered; and if the Law ſhould be left landing as it is x 
preſent, I believe, the Inn-keepers have as little Reaſon u 
fear, that, upon the Event of a Law-ſuit, the Queſtion wil 
be determined againſt them. But if it ſhould, it would ther 
be high Time to alter the Law; for it would certainly be 
very hard to give the Soldier a Power of obliging his Land 
lord to furniſh him at 4d. a Day when Proviſions happen to 
be dear, and a Liberty to furniſh himſelf when Proviſions 


I ſhall admit, Sir, that it may ſometimes be very hard for 
Soldiers to live upon 4d. a Day, and, as Things are manay- 
ed, I believe, they have very little more to ſpend. At 
ſuch Times they mult content themſelves with coarſe Fare, 
But at all Times they may ſubſiſt upon 4d. a Day. They 
generally do at a much cheaper Rate, becauſe half a Do- 
zen or a Dozen of them uſually meſs together, and buy 
large Quantities of Proviſions at a Time. The Marines 
did ſo at Southampton; and there, I know, they ſubſiſted 
themſelves plentifully for leſs than 4d. a Day, tho' that 
Country is far from being the cheapeſt in this Kingdom, nor 
was that a Time of any extraordinary Plenty, I can there- 
fore ſee no Neceſlty for the Clauſe propoſed, which I take 
to be a new and a very extraordinary Regulation; and as | 
think it ſhould ſubject the Public-houſes in the Kingdom to 
great Hardſhips, and might be made a Handle for deſtroy- 
ing the Liberties of the People, I muſt give my Negative to 
its being made a Part of this Bill. 


D. 


S1R, 
« As I was in the Service in King William's Reign, and 
very well remember the Circumſtances the Army was 


when the Mutiny-AQ, which has been ſo often mentioned 
1 1 in 


, 
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Vine 0 give you the Reaſon for inſerting that Clauſe, which gave 
t ſhal 1 Option to Inn-keepers to furniſh the Soldiers quartered 
| upon pon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, or to pay them 4d. 
Upon Day. In that Reign, Sir, the Government was far from 
in eing ſo fluſh of Money as it has been ſince, The Revolu- 


tion being in its Infancy, there was bet very little public 
'redit; for People had not forgot the ſhutting up of the 


* Exchequer in King Charles's Reign; and therefore, even 
n the fer the Parliament had. granted a Fund, it was very difficult 

e 0 borrow Money upon it, ſo that the Government was very 
ſecu. often without Money, and our Troops here at Home were 
ae bometimes for ſeveral Months without Pay. Iremember. 
is e Regiment I was in was called up to London upon the 
nt Aſfaſſination Plot in the Year 1696, when we had been for 
vil eight Months without any Pay, and at laſt we were paid in 
hen Exchequer-Bills, which it was very difficult to get changed 
* into Money, in order to divide it among the Soldiers. 


do not know, Sir, what the Meaning of the Law was 
at that Time, or what it is now, for the Clauſes relating to 
the Quartering of Soldiers are now pretty much the ſame 
they were then ; but I very well remember, that the Houſes 
upon which we were quartered, never refuſed to furniſh the 
Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, and it was then abſo- 
lutely neceſſary they ſhould do ſo, becauſe the Soldiers, and 
even many of the Officers, had no Money to go to Market 
with, and could not therefore provide for themſelves, But 
25 many of the Inn-holders found great Inconveniencies in 
furniſhing and dreſſing Victuals for the Soldiers, eſpecially 
when they had their Houſes crowded with other Company, 
and as this occaſioned ſome Murmuring, the Parliament re- 
ſolved to give them all poſſible Relief, and for this Purpoſe 
that Clauſe was inſerted, which gave an Option to the Inn- 
holder, either to provide Victuals for the Soldiers, or to give 
them 4d. a Day to provide for themſelves. If they furniſhed 
Victuals they brought in each reſpective Man's Account? if 
they gave Money, they brought in an Acc ant of what they 
had advanced, and to whom; all which Accounts were ſet- 
tled by the Commanding Officer, before the Regiment, 
Troop, or Company left the Place where they quartered, 
and theſe Accounts became a Debt upon the Government, and 
were reckoned as Part of the Regiment's Pay, But it cannot 
be ſaid that the Inn-holders loſt nothing by this Method; for 
the Money they advanced was ſometimes a long while be- 
fore it was repaid; and as the poor inn-holders could 
not always wait ſo long for their Payment, they were often 
obliged to ſell their Demands upon the Government at a 
BA very 


\ this Debate, was paſſed, I think it incumbent upon me Anno 14, Geo: 
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Anno x4, Geo, very great Diſcount , which is fur from being the Caſe It 
Il: 1740. preſent. 

« Having thus, Sir, given you an Account of the Circus. 
ſtances of the Army, and of the Practice in King William; 
Time, 'þimult defire, that Gentle men would conſider what at 
Jaconvenience would enſue, if it ſhould be ſuppoſed, that 50 
inn-keeper is oblig-d to furniſh Diet and Small-Beer to the 
Soldiers quartered upon him, and if, at the ſame Time, ys 
ſhould, by any Misfortune or Accident, be reduced to the Cu. 
cumſtances we were in during King William's Reign: [, 
that Reign if Inn-keepers had ſuppoſed they were not ch.. 
ged to furniſh the Soldiers with any Thing but Houſe-rcon 
and a Bed, I am ſure, the Troops, kept here at home, mu 
either have ſtarved, or lived by Plunder; and as public Cr. 
dit is of a very precarious Nature, we ſhould be extreme) 
cautious of eſtabiiſh'ng or propagating any Maxim that would 
be attended with great Inconveniences, and even Danger, in 
caſe our public Credit ſhould fail ſo, as to make it impofible 
for our Government to pay the Troops kept at home punc. 
tually and regularly. 

« What the Lawyers may mean, Sir, by Quarters, I am 
no Judge of; but among Soldiers we generally mean by 
Quarters, the Place where we are to have both Bed and 
Board for our Money, in caſe we find it neceſſary to init 
upon having both; and when we are ſent to live upon any 


et C0 
he 
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Country, without being obliged to pay Money for what we th 
have, we call it Free Quarters, which 1s certainly a very ſt; 
great Oppreſſion, and is ieldom practiſed, but in an Enemy"; fr 
Country; but I cannot think it any great Oppreſiion to t 
oblige thoſe, who keep Houſes of Entertainment, to enter. t 
tain Soldiers, upon their paying duly for what they have y 


It is really abſolutely neceſſary upon many Occaſions, be. 
. cauſe Soldiers are often quartered round a Country, fo that | 
many of them are far from any Market-Town ; and as they 
maſt be always at their Quarters, and ready at a Call, it 13 | 
impoſſible for them to repair daily to the next Market. | 
Town, to buy Proviſions for themſelves. Upon a March 
too, it will often be impoſſible for the Soldiers to provide for 
themſelves ; and therefore, the providing for Soldiers upon 
a March, was made an Exception to the Option allowed to 
Inn-keepers by the Law in 1696. 

As to the Inconveniencies and Dangers we have beer 
frighten'd with in this Debate, they do not at all affect me, 
becauſe I take them to be all chimerical. Even Barracks, 
which are here made ſuch a Bugbear of, are not in the leatt 
frightful to me, tho' I have as great a Regard for the Liberte 
of my Country as any Gentleman in this Houſe. I could neve 

| | yet 
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de Liberties of the People; for an Army of true Engliſh will 


iverty in Quarters as they could be in Barracks. The only 


t 50 Digerence is, that an Army in Quarters is much more incon- 
the -nient and troubleſome to the People, and the Soldiers not 
ve ) eaſily kept to their Duty, as when they are in Barracks; 

Cir. nd therefore, not only as a Friend to Diſcipline in the Arz 

I my, but as a Friend to the People, I ſhould chuſe to have our 

bl. roops always lodged in Barracks, when there is no Occa- 


fon for having them in a Camp. But the People of this 
Kingdom have been taught to aſſociate the Idea of Bar- 
racks and Stavery ſo cloſe together, that, like Darkneſs and 
the Devil, tho' there be no Manner of Connexion between 
them, yet they cannot ſeparate them, nor think of the 
one without thinking at the ſame Time of the other. In 
Ireland it was the ſame, when Barracks were firſt erected 
there: The People conſidered Barracks as the moſt hideous 
Things that could be thought of; they imagined they were 
all to be downright Slaves as ſoon as theſe Barracks were 
erected ; yet now, they are perfectly reconci'ed to them, be- 
cauſe they find they are rather more free than they were be- 
fore, and the Troops much leſs troubleſome to them. And 


y if Barracks were erected in this Kingdom, I am convinced 
e te Conſequence would be the ſame: The People might be 
y fartled a little at firſt ; but they would ſoon find themſelves as 


free 25 before, and much leſs incumbered with Soldiers than 
they were when the Army was quartered upon them ; and 
they would from thence learn to ſeparate thoſe two Ideas 
which are now, without any Reaſon, ſo cloſely connected in 
their Minds, | 

© For this Reaſon, Sir, if the building of Barracks ſhould 
be the effect of what is now propoſed, I ſhould think it no 
bad Effect: I am preſuaded the People would find it a very 
good one, But, till Barracks are built, the Soldiers muſt be 
quartered, and as it often happens, and whilſt they are in 
Quarters mult often happen, to be impoſſible for them to 
provide for themſelves, they mult be provided for by thoſe 
pon whom they are quartered, at ſuch Prices as they are 
able to pay. If they ſhould demand a greater Quantity, or a 
better ſort of Victuals than can be afforded for what they are 
able to pay, the Landlord is not obliged to comply with their 
Demands, nor is the Soldier, or his Officer, but the Civil 
Magiltrate, to be the judge; becauſe, if the Soldier ſhould 
link himſelf not ſufficiently ſupplied by his Landlord, he 
das no Redreſs but by a Complaint to the neighbouring 


„ conceive how Barracks can be thought inconfiſtent with Anno 14, Geo. 


wer be dangerous to Liberty, whether in Quarters or in Bar- C 
icks; and an Army of Foreigners would be as dangerous to 
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Mr. Pulteney. 


LY Ty 1 

Juſtices of Peace, and they only are to be Judges bet 
him and his Landlord. From hence, I think, 1. is nike 
that this Clauſe can be attended with no Oppreſſion, Exty, 
tion, or ExaCtion ; and as it is in many Caſes abſoluth 
neceſſary, I therefore hope it will be agreed to. 


Mr. Pulteney. 


S1R, | 

We are obliged to the Honourable Gentleman for er. 
plaining to us the Meaning and the Reaſon of the Clauſe in 
King William's Time, whereby Landlords were obliged u 
furniſh the Soldiers with Meat and other Victuals, or to pine 
them 4d. a Day to furniſh themſelves. The Neceſſities d 
our Government, the Barenneſs of our Exchequer, the 1 
State of Public Credit, made it abſolutely neceſſary for ou 
Parliament at that Time to agree to ſuch an oppreſſive E. 
pedient : But that very Expedient ſhews, that we ought ng 
to agree to what is now propoſed ; it ſhews that when Sol. 
diers have ready Money, they may provide for themſelves; 
and therefore, now they have ready Money, we ought not u 
oblige their Landlords to provide for them. We may, it i 
true, Sir, be again reduced to the ſame Neceſſities we labouret 
under in King William's Reign: A waſteful Miniſter, who 
thinks cf noching but the Period of his own Adminiſtration, 
may {weep the Exchequer clean; and if we take no Care to 
pay off, in Time of Peace, the Debts we are obliged to contra 
in Time of War, our public Credit muſt at laſt fink as loy 
as ever. If Miniſters in Time of Peace convert to the current 
Service, thoſe Funds that were ſet apart for paying off cur 
Debts, in order to conceal from the People their Prodigality, 
or the needleſs Expences they put the Nation to, People wil 
begin to foreſee the Diſtreſs we muſt be drove to, as ſoon 
as a heavy War happens; and thoſe that are wiſe, will begin 
in Time to draw their Fortunes out of our public Funds, 
This will diminiſh by Degrees our public Credit, and at }aft, 
when we have the greateſt Occaſion for it, we ſha!l probably 
have none left. Theſe fatal Circumſtances we ſhou!d take 
care to prevent by our good Conduct; but ſurely, the Pan- 

r of our falling into theſe Circamitances.can be no Realon 
for ſubjeQing any Part of the People to ſuch Hardſhips, as 
can be juſtified by nothing bur ſuch Neceſſities. 

I ſay, Sir, ſuch Hardſhips as can be juſtified by nothing 
but ſuch Neceſſities: But in the preſen Caſe J muſt go far 
ther; I mult ſay, that what is now propoſed, can be juſtißed 
by no Nece ſſity. it is a Hardſhip to oblige a free- born Sub- 
ect to receive > Lodger into his Houſe, whether he will ©! 
no; but it 12 an inſufterable Har:ſhip to oblige him to * 

anc 
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1 dreſs Victuals for his Lodger, whether he will or no, and Anno 14, Geo, 


tween . Price too, which he does not approve of. This, Sir, is II. 1740- 
ident, BR Hardſhip, which the Parliament would not, we find, agree 
Ee. even in the Year 1696, notwithſtanding the Neceſſities 


Government was then under; and the Exception then 
ide, with regard to Soldiers upon a March, was not be- 
aſe the Soldiers could not provide ior themſelves, if they 
id been furniſhed with ready Money, but becaule they were 
o breakfait at one Place, dine at onother, and ſup at a third, 
ad the Proportion to be advanced in ready Money for each 
ſeal, rather than furniſh them with it, could not be adjuſted 
dy Parliament. 

But this of providing and drefling Victuals for the Sol- 
iets, we are told, cannot be ſuppoſed to be a Hardſhip, be- 
zuſe it has been practiſed, and Inn- keepers have ſubmitted 


r Our to it for forty Years paſt. Sir, whilſt we had bur 
Ex. . ooo Men of regular Troops in the Kingdom, 0:1 0: our 
tn lan-keepers ſubmitted willingly to this FH: þ becauſe 
Sol. they were but ſeldom expoſed to it, and they happen- 


ed to be ſo, they could bear the Frnence and 'Troubic, be- 
caule they had but few Soldiers quartered upon them; but 
now we have near 40,000 regizr i'roops within the King- 
dom, the Hardſhip is ſo freq t and fo heavy, that it is im- 
poſſible for them to bear it. {he moſt proper Method, there- 
fore, for having this Practice continued, is to diminiſh the 
Number of your J roops kept at home, and this, I hope, will 
very ſoon be done; for if this War continues, I hope a 
preat Part of our Land-Army will be ſent out to attack 
the Enemy ; and if the War ſhould be ended by an honour- 
ur able Treaty, for by no other Sort of Treaty it can be ended, 
ty, however it may be ſuſpended, I hope his Majeſty, out of his 
ul paternal Affection to his People, will diſband a great Part of 
on his Army, even tho' the Parliament ſhould not deſire it; for 
| | little expect, in my Time, to ſee a Parliament deſiring any 
Thing that may ſeem to be diſagreeable to a Miniſter. 

* The Practice in Times paſt is therefore, Sir, no Proof, 
that the providing and dreſſing Victuals for the Soldiers is 
no Hardſhip upon thoſe, who ſubmitted to it, whilſt it was 
no heavier than they could bear; and as little is it a Proof, 
that the Meaning of the Law is ſuch, as a learned Gentle- 
man has been pleaſed to repreſent ; or that the obliging Inn- 
keepers by Law to do what they have done without Law, 
would be attended with no Inconvenience, Ir is this very 
Thing, that has made it poſſible for them to do fo. It is 
their not being obliged to provide Victuals for the Soldiers 
quartered upon them, that has enabled them to provide ; be- 
cauſe the Soldiers contented themſelves with a little mrs 
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Anno 14, Geo than they could afford for the Money: If you lay them un: 
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down as a Rule, that no Petitions are to be received; but! 
hope you will not ſay, that no Petitions are to be receivel 
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der a legal Obligation to do fo, the Soldiers wil Ot by 
ſo eaſtly ſatisfied. They are not now eaſily ſatisffed. 
myſeif ſaw once in travelling, a very good Dinner drefir 
at an Inn in the Country, which, I was told, was for five @ 
fix Dragroons quartered there; I thought it ſufficiert fn 
much better Company, and yet the Dragoons, I was tg); iſincon 
were not ſatisfied with it. They do not always compam WS" 
when they are not pleaſed ; but they grow miſchievous, dier, 
cut the Linnen, mangle the Plates and the Diſhes, and pay WIS" 
many other Tricks by which the Landlord ſuffers : The; iWiteY 
Tricks they would practiſe in a more extravagant Degree, Pace 
and much oftner, if you ſhould agree to this Clauſe. The, WW"? 
would not go to a Juſtice to complain for want of Vifui!, Wi«*#" 
but by ſuch Methods they would force their Landlord i ict 
complain of them, and he could complain to none but thi: per 
Officers. Whilit they know, that their Landlord is ra bet 
obliged to furniſh them Victuals, they will generally keep re 
within ſome Bounds ; but if you remove this Check, they for 
will exceed all, which will of courſe raiſe ſuch Diſcontent, el 
as may endanger our Government, cer 

* As I am a Friend to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, I ſi: WW? 
be for any Expedient, which I think the Subject can bet: . 
As ſuch, I ſhall always be for preventing, as much as pol. 
ble, any Occaſion for Mutiny in the Army, or for Dilcor- 
tents among the People ; but I ſhall never be for raiſing the 
latter for the ſake of preventing the former, becauſe it vill 
endanger our preſent happy Eſtabliſkment, or nail donn 
upon us a numerous Standing-Army. Let us conſider, Sir, 
that we are not now upon a Bill for raiſing Money for the 
public Service: Againit ſuch Bills, I think, you have laid i 


againſt any Clauſe in this Bill. The Clauſe now propoſed 
will certainly have Petitions againſt it from moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom: The Petitioners muſt be heard: By this means, 
the Bill may be loſt, or delayed till after the Mutiny-A& 
now ſubſiſting be expired. What Confuſion would this 
breed in your Army? The Regiments muſt all diſband; it 
would be a ſort of High Treaſon to keep them together, or 
to exerciſe any martial Law in this Kingdom. 

* Is this, Sir, a Riſk to be run, for the ſake of making 
an Alteration in the Law, which Experience has ſhewn the 
Army may ſubſiſt well enough without? I ſay, an Alters- 


tion in the Law; for notwithſtanding the Meaning put upon 
the Word Quarters, by the Honourable Gentleman who 


zpoke laſt, and by the learned Gentleman who ſpoke ſome 
time 
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ime before him, I muſt inſiſt, that in this Country, the Word Anno 14, Geo: 
Quarters ſignifies no more than a Lodging as convenient as II. 1740. 


ed: (ti: Owner of the Houle can afford. The Soldiers may, 
efſir petha ps, think, that it likewiſe implies all neceſſiry Provi- 
ve 1 ſons at ſuch Prices as they can pay for them; but Soldiers 


cen form Notions, and annex Ideas to Words, that are ve: y 
nconſfiltent with the Laws of this Country, or with the Con- 
fitution of any free Government. In this Country, how- 
ever, even the Soldiers nave not yet formed ſuch a Notion of 
Quarters : At leaſt here in Weſtminſter, they have not; for 
they never deſire any thing more than a Lodging at the 
Place where they are quartered ; nor has any of our Mu- 
"hes WW tiry-Afts given them Encouragement to expect more, ex- 
a; ; WF cep: that in 1696 ; and as that Law was the Effect of Ne- 
! 0 Wcellity, it ceaſed a+ ioon as the Neceſſity was over, It may, 
heir perhaps, be nectſicry, now you have ſo great an Army on 
50 loot, to oblige Landlords to furniſh the Soldiers quartered 
ceo WW pon chem with the Uſe of their Fire and Kitehen-Utenſils, 
hey br drefling and eating che Proviſons they purchaſe for 
nts, themſelves 3 but even this you ought to take Time to conſi- 
ber ol; for an Army 1s a dangerous Tool to play with: It 


ll cognt not to be handled raſhly by thoſe who have a Regard 
ir: for the Liberties of their Country. 
1 „mall readily agree, Sir, with the Honourable Gentle- 


man, that an Army of true Eugliſhmen can never be danger- 
ous to Liberty; beciuſe they would diſband themſelves, 
when they found they thould be of no Service to their Cour- 
ty; They would ſcorn to put their Country to the Expence 
of maintaining them, when they knew it had no Occaſion | 
for their Service. But when had we, when ſhall we have 
uch an Army? An Army cf Engliſhmen has once already 
overturned the Liberties of this Country, and would proba- 
bly have perpetuated the Tyranny they had fer up, if their \v 
Cenerals could have agreed among themſelves; for it was f 
ro: the Army, but the Diſagreement among Cromwell's Ge- 'x 
rterals, after his Death, that brought about the Reſtoration of 
cur Government under King Charles II; and in the late 1 
king James's Time, it was not ſo much the Army, as the i 
mad Biggotry of that Prince, that brought about the Revolu- k 
non; tor if the Army had ſcen, that they were to have 
been the Miniſters of that tyrannical Government he had ſet + 
ap, they wou'd probably have ſupported him in it; but they | 9 
leu, that even they themſelves were to be the Slaves of his N 
Prielts, and therefore many of them joined in diveſting him 3 
of that arbitrary Power, which the Army in general had at- 
led and encouraged him to aſſume. 

* I h4]] grant, Ser, we had at that Time the good Luz) to 
Vel. VII. A a have 
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That they may do ſo, I am for keeping our Army in their 
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ble Intereſt and Commands in the Army: By their Mean, 
Spirit of Liberty and Patriotiſm was preſerved in the Arny; 
but if it had not been for the open ard notorious Bigotry 9 
the Prince, I am afraid, their Endeavours would have proyy 
ine ffectual. They would probably themſelves have joined ths 
Prince of Orange at his landing; but they muſt have join 
ſingle and alone; and in that Caſe they might, in all Probs. 
bility, have fallen Victims to their own Honour and the 
Love for their Country. I hope, we have ſtill many (y 
Officers in our Army: I hope there is ſtill a Spirit of Liber. 
ty among the Soldiers; but whoever conſiders the infatiahi 
Thirſt of moſt Men after Power, the Effects of Company an 
Converſation upon a Man's Way of thinking, and the rapid 
Progreſs of Martial Law, muſt conclude, that a numery 
ſtanding Army, even of national Troops, whether in Quiz. 
ters or in Barracks, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with a free Go, 
vernment, eſpecially where the modelling and commanding 
of that Army depends entirely, as it does in this Kingdom, 
upon the Will of one ſingle Man. 

It muſt be admitted, Sir, that a ſtanding Army in us. 
ters will always be more troubleſome to the People, than; 
ſtanding Army in Barracks; but for this very Reaſon [ ſhall 
always be for keeping our Army in Quarters, that the Pes 
ple may be ſenſible of the Fetters, which are preparing for 
them, before ſuch a Number can be forged, as may be {uf 
cient for ſhackling them cloſe down to the Ground, The 
People have ſtill a Power to prevent, or put an End to the 
keeping up of too numerous an Army ; and I hope they wil 
always think of exerciſing this Power before it be too late: 


View, by having the Soldiers quartered among them. |! 
the Soldiers were all kept in Barracks, the People would be 
inſenſible of their Numbers, and might not, perhaps, think 
of reducing them by Law till the Army grew ſo nume. 
rous, and became fo cloſely united, as to be able to ſur- 
port itſelf 1. Law. Therefore, Sir, whatever Friend! 
may be to Diſcipline in the Army, which, barring Revien, 
we have had no great Occaſion for theſe twenty Years pat, 
whilſt I am a Friend to the People, I ſhall think myſelf ob: 
ged to be againſt erecting Barracks, and every thing tht 
may in the leaſt contribute towards its being neceſſiry for u 
to erect any fuch ; and conſequently, I muſt be againii the 
Clauſe now propoſed,” 
Adjourned the further Confideration till Thurſday. 
Ordered, That the proper Officers do lay before this 
Houle, an Account of what Perſons were authorized by bet 
late 
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or by the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to receive and 


ap in purſuance of an Act, 4th Queen Anne, for the Encourage- 
ment and Increaſe of Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier 
M:nning her Majeſty's Fleeet ; And alſo what Applications 
were made by ſuch Perſons to the Juſtices of the Peace, and 
other chief Officers, for cauſing privy Searches to be made 
in purſuance of the ſaid Act; and an Account of the Num- 
her of Seamen which were returned to the Navy in purſuance 
of ach Applications and privy Searches; and likewiſe the 
Charge attending the ſame. 

The 25th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to prevent 
[nconveniencies ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue join- 
ed, with ſeveral Amendments; Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Received an Account ſhewing the Progreſs of the Colony 
of Georgia in America from its firſt Eſtabliſhment. And 
allo the general Account of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the 
aid Colony, of all Monies and Efte&ts received and expended 
by them from the gth of June, 1732, (the Date of their 
Chapter] to the gth of June, 1740, as exhibited purſuant to 
the Direction of their Charter *. 

The 26th. Received a Petition of the Clothiers of Stroud- 
water, in Glouceſterſhire, complaining of ſeveral great Abuſes 
of late introduced, and particularly of the Licence taken by 
many Perſons of ſetting up in the Clothing Trade, without 
having either ſerved a lawful Apprenticeſhip to the ſame, or 
having proper Skill in the Manufacture; and therefore 
praying, that Leave may be given to bring in a Bill for the 
further Regulation of the Clothing Trade ; that ſuch fur- 
ther Relief may be given as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
Referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe on Wool, 
&c, 5 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to prevent Incon- 
veniencies ariſing from Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined: 
Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond time, Bill to explain an AR 12th 7 
Anne, for providing a Reward for the Diſcovery of the Lon- 
gitude, &c. 

In a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for puniſhing 
Mctiny and Deſertion, with ſeveral Amendments .. 

Aa 2 The 

* A Number of Copies are ordered to be printed for the Uje 
of the Members, + A. new Clanſe was added, viz. If any 
Officers, Cc. on whom any Non Commiſſion Officers or Soldiers 


Hall be quartered, (except on a March) ſhall defire it, he may 


ute Majeſty Queen Anne, under her Royal Sign Manual, Annoty, Geo: 
conduct ſuch Seamen and Seafaring Men as ſhould be taken CW" Vg 
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Anno 14,Gco, The 27th. Read a ſecond time, a Bill to explain ſo much 
II. 749. ofan ARGth of King George I. for the better ſecuring cer. 
tain Powers and Privileges intended to be granted by his .. 
jelly, by two Charters 2 Aſſurance of Ships and Merch. 
dizes at Sea, and for lending Money upon Bottomry ; 37g 
for reſtraining ſeveral extravagant and unwarrantable Prag. 
ces therein mentioned, as relate to the extravagant and yy. 
warrantable Practices therein mentioned, which gave Riſe i 
the following Debate. 


Sir John Barnard, 


8. 1K; 


Sir John © There cannot be brought before this Houſe any Que. 

Bernyrd. tions more difficult in themſelves, more entangled with x 
Muitiplicity of Relations, or more perplex'd with an erdle{; 
Diverhty of Circamſtances than thoſe which relate to com, 
mercial Affairs; 3fairs on which the moſt Experienc'd often 
diſagree, and on whichthe moſt Sagacious may deceive them. 
ſelves with erroneous Conjectures. 

There are no Queſtions, Sir, which require ſo much 
perſonal Knowledge of the Subject to which they relate, not 
is there any Sabject with which ſo few Gentlemen in -i, 
Hoaſe have had Opportunities of bing acquainted. There 
are no Queſtions, Sir, which their Variety of Relations to 
different Perſons expoles to be ſo eaſily miſrepreſented with. 
out Detection, nor any in which the Oppoſition of particular 
Intereſts, ſo much incites a filſe Repreſentation. In all theſe 
Cafes, Deceit is eaſy, and there is a ttrong Temptation to ce. 
ceive. | 

Nor are theſe Queſtions, Sir, always perplexed by ir- 
tertional Fraud, or faiſe Aﬀertions, of which they that utter 
them are themſelves conſcious. 

* Thoſe who deceive us, do not always ſuppreſs any Truth 
of which they are convinced, or ſet Facts before us in any 
other Light, than that in which themſelves behold them; 
they for the moſt Part err with an honeſt Intention, and pro. 
pagate no Miſtakes but thoſe which they have themſelve: 
admitted. a | | 

« Of this Kind, Sir, are doubtleſs the Meaſures propoſed 
in the Bill before us, which thoſe by whom they are pro- 
moted, may eafſiiy think to be of Benefit to the Public, bu: 

| wh:ch, 
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Furniſo them only with Candies, V. inegar and Salt, and Su- 
Beer or Cyder, three Quartet a Day gratis, and to allow then 
Fire and Utenjils fir Dreſſing and Eating their Meat; or *ff 
tate 4d. per Diem, ani find them in guery Thing, 
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ich, believe, will appear the Reſult of imperſect Views, Anno 14, Geo. 
id partial Conſideration. II. 1740. 
« The great and fundamental Error, Sir, of the Patrons CFYW Ng 


ic this Bill, ſeems to be an Opinion, that the Practice of 
during is not Known to other Nations, nor can be carried 
1 in any other Place, and from this Principle they deduce 
onſequences, which, if they were inevitably certain, might 
y influence us to an immediate Approbation of the Bill, 
g neceſſary to ſecure our Commerce, and diſtreſs our Ene- 
mies. 

They conclude, Sir, with ſufficient Juſtneſs, that very 
few Merchants would hazard their Fortunes in long Voy- 
ages or diſtant Commerce, or expole themſelves to the Dan- 


lers of War, without Security, which Inſurances afford them, 


and having perſuaded themſelves that ſuch Security is to be 
obtained from no other Nation, they imagine that we might, 
by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign Veſlels in their 
ports, and deittroy by one Reſolution the Trade of both our 
Rivals and our Enemies, 
That our Eaſt-Indian Company may deſire the Ratifica- 
ton of this Bill, I cannot deny, becauſe they might perhaps 
receive from it ſome temporary Advantage by the ſhort In- 
conveniencies Which thoſe whom they conſider as the Enemies 
of their Commerce would feel from it. They may defire 
t, becauſe the Experiment, if it fails, as it mult, cannot injure 
them; and if it ſucceeds, may produce great Advantages to 
them; they may wiſh it, becauſe they will feel the imme- 
ciate Benefit, and the Detriment will fall upon others. 

« [ ſhall not enquire whether our Merchants are inclined to 
look with Malevulence on all thoſe who cultivate the ſame 


ranches of Commerce with themſelves, tho' they have 


neither the Violation of natural Rights, nor the Infringe- 
ment of National Treaties to complain of. I ſhould be un- 
willing to ſuſpect a Britiſh Merchant, whoſe Acquaintance 
with the Conſtitution of his own Country ought to ſhew him 
ite Value of Liberty, who ought to be above narrow 
\chemes, by the Knowledge which his Profeſſion enables 
aim to gain, of a Deſire to encroach upon the Rights of 
others, or to engroſs the general Benefits of Nature, and ſhall 
only obſerve, that ſeveral other Nations can plead a Claim 
to the Eaſt-Indian Trade, a Claim of equal Validity with 
our own, That the Danes have their Settlements there, and 
that the Parliament diſcovered the way to thoſe Regions of 
2 from which ſome perhaps are inclined to exclude 

them. 
Zut nothing is more vain than to attempt to exclude 
dem by refuſing to enſure their Ships, becauſe the GI 
that 
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Anno 14, Geo that they can be inſured by no other Nation is entirely wig, 
IE 
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Ships, even of thoſe with whom we are at War, for it ; f 


gently followed, and a Law was never neceſſary to prohibit 


which they complain, I am not able poſſitively to determine; 
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out Foundation. There are, at this Time, Offices of In 
rance along the whole Coaſt of the Midland Sea, amy; 
the Dutch, and even among the French. Nothing can det 
any Nation from the Trade of Inſurance but the Want 9 
Money, and that Money is not wanted by Foreigners, (, 
this Purpoſe, appears from the great Sums which they hay 
depoſited in our Funds. 

© That this Trade is now carried on, chiefly by this N.. 
tion, tho' not ſolely, is inconteſtible ; but what can be infe. 
red from that, but that we ought not to obſtruct our oy 
Gain; that we ought not to make a Law to deprive ourſelye 
of that Advantage, of which either favourable Accidents a 
our own Sagacity have put us in Poſſeſſion. 

« For this Reaſon it appears, that it would not contribu 
to the Wealth of the Public to debar us from inſuring the 


ways to be remembered that they will receive no Detrimen 
from ſuch Prohibitions, nor will feel any other Conſequence 
from them than a Neceſſity of transferring to ſome other 
Nation the Profit which we receive from it. 

What the Profit is which ariſes to the Nation frem the 
Trade of Inſurance, it is not poſſible exactly to determine; 
but that the Trade is really advantagious may be reaſonab) 
canceived, becauſe after many Years Experience it is dil 


the Purſuit of a Buſineſs, by which nothing was to be gained, 
But could the Gain of the Infurer be a doubtful Point, there 
33 a certain Advantage to the Nation by the Money paid for 
Commiſſion, Brokerage, Stamps, and the Credit of the Pre: 
mium depoſited here. * | 

I might add, Sir, another confiderable Sum yearly ari- 
ing to the Government from the additional Letters, occt 
honed by this Trade, which increaſe the Revenues of tht 
Poſt. Office, without any Deduction for additional Charge 

That the Loſs of this Profit, and the Gain of inſuring, 
will enſue upon the Ratification of this Bill, cannot be ce 
nied ; nor does it appear, that ſhis Loſs will be countert-- 
lanced by any Advantages that will be gained over our N. 
vals or our Enemies, 

« Whether this Bill, Sir, would produce to the Merchant; 
of that City by which it is promoted, the Advantages which 
they expect from it, or remove any of the Grievances 0 


but know, that it is not uncommon for Merchants. as wel! 28 
other Men, to confound private with public Grievances, anc 
to imagine their own Intereſt the Intereſt of the Nation. 


Wich 
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no Intereſt, as the Term is, when an imaginary Value is 
ut upon the Ship or Cargo, often much above its real 
Worth, it cannot be denied, that ſome Opportunities may be 
biven by it for wicked Practices. But there will always be 
Circumſtances in which there can be no Security againſt 
Frauds, but common Faith; nor do [ ſee how we can ſecure 
the Inſurers againſt the Poſſibility of being defrauded. 

I cannot indeed diſcover, Sir, how this Method of in- 

friog can be prevented; for how cap the Valne of a Cargo 
he ellimated, Which is to be collected in a long Voyage, at 
different Ports, and where the Succeſs of the Adventures of- 
ten depends upon lucky Accidents, which are indeed always 
E hoped for, but ſeldom happen. An imaginary Value mult 
therefore be fixed upon, when the Ship leaves the Port; be- 
cauſe the Succeſs of that Voyage cannot be foreknown, and 
the contraſting Parties may be ſafely truſted to ſet that 
Value, without any Law to direct or reſtrain them. 
« If the Merchants are oppreſſed by any peculiar Incon- 
veniencies, and can find means of redreſſing them without 
injuring the public Commerce, any Propoſal for that Pur- 
poſe ought to be favourably received; but as the Bill now 
before us propoſes general Reſtraints, and propoſes to remove 
Grievances, Which are not felt, by Remedies, which thoſe, 
upon whom they are to operate, do not approve, I think it 
ought not to be referred to a Committee, but rejected. 


Mr. Soutkwell. 


SIX, 


the Abſerce of that Honourable Gentleman, from whoſe 
D ſcuſſions and Arguments I expected great Information; 
and for whoſe Judgment, in all Commercial Queſtions, I have 
the higheſt Eſteem, as his Penetration not only enables him 
to diſcover the Conſequences of Methods which have not 
yet been tried, but as his extenſive Acquaintance with many 
Branches cf Trade, cannot but have informed him of the 
Succeſs,of many Expedients tried, as well in other Nations 
as our own, for the Advancement of it, 


ſerved, that very few Gentlemen have attained Knowledge 
ſufficient to qualify themſelves to judge of the Propriety of 
any new Regulation ; and I cannot but confeſs, that I have 
no uncommon Skill in theſe Queſtions. What I have to 
offer on this Occaſion, has been ſuggeſted to me, not ſo much 
by my own Obſervations, as by the Intelligence which I 
here very induttriouſly ſought, and by which, as 1 
voure 


* Trade, Sir, is a Subject, of which it has been juſtly ob- 


With regard, Sir, to the Practice of inſuring, Intereſt Anno 145, Geo. 
1740. 


When I firſt propoſed this Bill to the Houſe, I lamented Mr. Sonthwel: 
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Anno 14, Geo. voured to enquire of thoſe whoſe Opinion was leaſt likely ty 
be perverted by their Intereſt, J hope I have not been mile 


II. 17 40. 
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« The Merchants, Sir, to whom it has been my Perun 
to apply, have generally concurr'd in the Opinion that ite 
preſent Practice of Inſuring, is prejudicial to our Commer, 
nor have I found any Diſagreement between my Conſtitueni 
and the Traders of the great Metropolis. 

I am unwilling to imagine that there can be any Eyj 
for which the Wiſdom of this Aſſembly cannot diſcover ; 
Remedy, and am therefore of Opinion, that if the Grievang, 
is real, ſome Expedient may be diſcovered for removing it, 
and that it is real, I cannot but be convinced by the Dec!ars 
tions of ſo many Men, who can have no [nterelt in complain 
ing when they ſuffer nothing, and whoſe known Abilite; 
exempt them from the Suſpicion of imputing any Part 
their Uneaſineſs to a Cauſe which cannot produce it. 

* The Bill before us, Sir, requires, in my Opinion, ſons 
Amendments, and in its preſent State, might, perhaps, pro. 
duce more Detriment than Advantage, but fince it is neceſſi 
ry, at leaſt, to attempt ſomething for the Relief of Men b 
uſeful to this Nation, it appears to me neceſſary to form a 
Committee, and to deliberate on this Subject with more A: 
tention. 


E. ö 

ce 

S1R, P 

* Though I am not of Opinion that the Bill in its preſent re 

State ought to be paſſed into a Law, yet I am far from think 2 

it ſo imperfe& as not eaſily to be amended, and thereſore an 0 

deſirous that it ſhould be conſider'd in a Committee. t 
I have not, indeed, Sir, often obſerved, that Bills isju 

diciouſly drawn up at firſl, have received great Improvement; 


from a ſecond Confideration, and have found it more ealy to | 
form a new Bill, than to make Alteration in one that is laid | 
before us ; for ſome original Error will commonly remain, and 
the Sentiments of different Men, purſuing different Views, can 
ſeldom be inodelled into one conſiſtent Scheme. But | am 
far from canfidering this Bill, as one of thofe t hat cannot be 
amended, for I can diſcover but few Objections to the Regu- 
lations propofed in it, and thoſe not relating to any of the ef 
ſential Parts, but light and circumſtantial, ſuch as will cafily 
be removed, or perhaps anſwered. 

The Grievance, Sir, for which this Bill propoſes a Re. 
medy is ſo generally known, and ſo univerſally lamented, 
that, I believe, there is not any thing more worthy of the 
Attention of the Legiſlature than an Enquiry into the Cauic 
of it, and the proper Method of redreſſing it. 


« In 
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In our Enquiry into the Cauſes of this Obſtruction of Anno 14, Geo. 
1740. 


rade, I am of Opinion, Sir, that the Practice of Inſuring. 
nereſt or no Intereſt, will appear to be the Foundation of 
is general Uneafinels, will be found a Practice of ſo natu- 
a Tendency to Fraud, and fo eaſily ſuſceptible of diſhoneſt 
\rifices, that I believe, every Member of this Houſe will 
gelre its Suppreſſion. | 

« Toconfirm my Aſſertion, Sir, and illuſtrate the Queſtion 
\efore us, I ſhall mention ſome particular Inſtances of Fraud 
o which this Cuſtom has given Occaſion, of Fraud ſo evident 
nd ſo deteſtable that it cannot be related without Indignation. 
The Royal George was a large Ship belonging to the 
zuth-Sea Company, which having been a Voyage to Vera 
Cruz, put in at Zamenghol in her Return ; and being there 
refitted to proceed on her Voyage homewards, ſet ſail, and 
came within a Week's Sailing of the Port, when, upon a 
ſudden, the Officers entered into a Conſultation, and deter- 
— mined to go back a Month's Voyage to Antigua, for what 
. Rezſon, Sir, may be eaſily gueſſed; when it was told that the 
* Ship was inſured upon a ſuppoſed Value of 60, oool. 

This Reſolution, Sir, was no ſooner formed, than Or- 
ders were given to change the Courſe and ſteer to Antigua, in 
Oppoſition to all the Remonſtrances of the Carpenter, who 
i the proper Judge of the Condition of a Veſſel, and who 
declared with Honeſty and Reſolution againſt their whole 
Procedure. But they purſued their new Scheme without any 
| regard to his Murmurs or Aſſertions; and, when they arrived 
* at Antigua, found ſome Method of influencing the Officers 
of that Iſland to declare the Ship unfit for the Proſecution of 
the Voyage. 

* Their Deſign, Sir, was now happily completed. To 
confirm the Determination which had been pronounced in 
their favour, they ſtranded the Ship upon a Bank of Sand, 
forced out the Iron that grapples the 'Timber together, and 
0 having firſt taken away the Maſts and Rigging, and what- 
ever elſe could be uſed or ſold, threw the Ballaſt to each End, 
and ſo broke the Veſſel in the middle. | 

By this well-contrived Shipwreck, having as they ima- 
zined raiſed their Fortunes, they came Home triumphantly 
from their proſperous Voyage, and claimed the Money for 
Which the Ship was inſured, The Inſurers, ſtartled at ſuch a 
Demand fo unexpected, enquired into the Affair with all the 
induſtry which its Importance might naturally incite,” and, 
after ſome Conſultation, determined to try whether the Ship 
might not be refitted and brought to England. 


* In purſuance of this Reſolution, they ſent Workmen and 
Vol. VII. B b Mate- 


Anno 14 Geo Materials, and without much Expence, or any Diffcuty 


IL 17 40. 


fortunate Bargain. 


favour of this Practice, and cannot but allow it that Regard 
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brought it hither. Felt 

« I believe, Sir, this Relation is ſufficient at once, e! 
prove the Practice, and explain the Nature of the Frau, ,, What t 
which this Method of Inſurance gives Occaſion ; but as ore 
frequency of them is ſuch, that many Inſtances may be pro. cal. 


_— I ſhall offer another ſhort Narrative of the fam 
kind. 

A Ship that belonged to the Eaſt-India Company, jy. 
ſured after this Method, was run aſhore by the Captain, in 
ſuch a manner that he imagined none but himſelf able g 
recover it; and therefore, tho' it coſt 5ogol. fold it for 509, 
but the Purchaſer, no leſs expert than the Captain, found 
means very ſpeedily to diſengage it, to reſtore it to a proper 
Condition with Jittle Expence, and was much enriched by his 


I cannot but obſerve, Sir, that this kind of Fraud is the 
more formidable, as it may be practiſed without a Poſſibilii 
of Detection; had the Captain, inſtead of ſtranding, dt. 
ſtroyed his Veſſel, how could his Wickedneſs ever hare 
been diſcovered? Or how could the South-Sea Company; 
Ship have been brought Home, had it been ſunk in ſome 
diſtant Corner of the World ? 

This Practice, Sir, and the Frauds which it has occa- 
ſioned, and the Suſpicions which the eaſy Practice of Frands 
always creates, have produted ſo many Trials, and filled the 
Courts of Juſtice with ſuch intricate Contentions, that the 
Judges, who know perhaps nothing of this Practice but from a 
its Effects, have often declared it to be ſo pregnant with 
Contelts and Cheats, that it ought not to be ſuffered, and that 
a Law for ſuppreſſing it, would much contribute to the Ella- 
bliſhment of Peace, and the Security of Property. 

I am not inſenſible, Sir, of the Force of the Argument 
made uſe of by the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke in 


which his Reaſonings always deſerve ; it is the ſtrongeſt, and 
perhaps the only Argument, that can be produced, His 
Aſſertion of the Impoſſibility of eſtimating the real Value 
of a Ship, or of foreknowing the Succeſs of a Voyage, is 
inconteſtible: But perhaps it will follow from thence, net 
that an imaginary Value ought to be admitted, but that no 
Inſurance ought to be allowed, where there is no rational 
Method of aſcertaining it; or at leaſt, that all ſuch Inſurance 
ought to be rather below the probable Value than above it. 
If the Grievance complained of, has been proved not to 
be imagiairy, we ought doubtleſs to conſult how it may be 


remedied ; nor do I believe that our Conſultations will be in- 
effeQual, 
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erplex, but to inform each other, I am of Opinion, Sir, 
bat the Importance of the Queſtion requires a Committee; 
or can I diſcover any eflential Defect in the Bill, which 


e pro. Would hinder it from paſling into a Law.” 
ban Mr. Burrel. ; 
Y, in S1R, 


I am convinced by Experience, as well as Reaſon, that 
many Inconveniencies ariſe from this Method of Inſurance, 
hat it affords ſo many Opportunities of Fraud, and gives 


ound ach Encouragement to Negligence, that I ſhall willingly 
oper N oocur in any Meaſures that may effectually ſuppreſs it. 
his « It is, Sir, too well known to require Proof, that Intereſt 


; the Parent of Diligence, and that Men attend to the Per- 
formance of their Duty, in Proportion as they mult ſuffer by 
te Neglect of it; and therefore, every Practice that deprives 
Honeſty of its Reward is injurious to the Public. 

« But that this is the Conſequence of eſtimating Ships at 
an imaginary Value in the Offices of Inſurance, is to the 
ighelt Degree evident. When a Ship is eſtimated above 
its real Value, how will the Commander ſuffer by a Wreck, 
or what ſhall reſtrain him from deſtroying his Veſlel, when 
it may be done with Security to himſelf, except that Inte- 
rity, Which indeed ought to be generally diffuſed, but which 
1s not always to be found, and to which few Men think it 
afetotruſt upon Occaſions of far leſs Importance? 

To ſhew, Sir, that I do not indulge groundleſs Suſpi- 
cions, or magnify the bare Poſſibility of Fraud into Reality; 
that I do not blacken human Nature, or propoſe Laws againſt 
Wickedneſs that have not yet exiſted, it may be proper to 
mention ſome Letters, in which I have been informed by 
my Correſpondent at Leghorn, of the State of the Ships 
which have arrived there: Ships ſo weakly manned, and ſo 
penuriouſly, or negligently ſtored ; ſo much decayed in the 
Bottoms, and ſo ill fitted with Rigging, that he declares his 
Aſtoniſnment at their Arrival. 

It may deſerve our Conſideration, Sir, whether the Suc- 
ceſs of the Spaniſh Privateers may not be in great Part at- 
zibuted to this pernicious Practice; whether Captains, when 
their Veſſels are inſured for more than their Value, do not 
r2hly venture into known Danger? Whether they do not 
wilfully miſs the Security of Convoys? Whether they do 
net direct their Courſes where Privateers may moſt ſecurely 
cruize ? Whether they do not ſurrender with leſs Reſiſtance 


tan Intereſt would excite? And whether they do not raiſe 
B 2 _ Clamours 


tual, if we engage in them, not with an Intention to Anon 14, Geo; 


II. 1740. 


A 


Mr. Burrel. 
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Anno 14, Geo. Clamours againſt the Government for their ill Succeſz 0 
II. 1740. avoid the Suſpicion of Negligence or Fraud. 
That other Frauds are committed in the Practice of ij. 
ſuring, is well known to the Honourable Gentleman yy, 
{poke againſt the Bill: It is a common Practice to take Mo. 
. ney upon Bottomree, by way of Pledge for the Captain' H. 
delity, and to deſtroy this Security by inſuring the real Vale 
ſo that the Captain may gain by neglecting the Care of jj. 
Veſſel, or at leaſt ſecure himſelf from Loſs, and indulge hi 
Eaſe or his Pleaſure, without any Interruption from the Fer 
of diminiſhing his Fortune, 

* The whole Practice of Inſurance, Sir, is in its preſen 
State, I believe, ſo perplexed with Frauds, and of ſuch mz. 
nifeſt Tendency to the Obſtruction of Commerce, that it zh. 

ſolutely requires ſome legal Regulations. 
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Farnard. which the Honourable Gentleman has appealed to me, [can 
confidently affirm, that I am totally ignorant: I know net df 
any fraudulent Practices openly carried on, or eflabliſhed by 
Cuſtom, which I ſuppoſe are meant: For with regard to fn. 
gle Acts of Fraud, committed by particular Men, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed hut that they have been detected in this, as in all 
other Branches of Traffic; nor can I conceive that any Ar. 
gument can be drawn from them againſt the Practice; for, if 
every Part of Commerce is te be prohibited, which has fur. 
niſhed Villains with Opportunities of Deceit, we ſhall con- 

tract Trade into a narrow Compals. 
« With regard, Sir, to the Inſtance of the Royal George, 
tho* the Proceedings of the Officers are not wholly to be vin. 
dicated, yet Part of their Conduct is leſs inexplicable than it 


has been repreſented, Their Return to Antigua when they me 
were bound for England, and were within a Week's failing G; 
of their Port, is eaſily to be defended, if the Wind was con- 
trary to their intended Courſe; for it is not difficult to con- re 
.ceive that they might reach a diſtant Port with a favourable do 
Wind, much ſooner than one much nearer, with the Wind C 
againſt them. W 
I have always obſerved, Sir, that the Gentlemen engaged er 
in the Trade to the Eaſt- Indies, aſſume an Air of Superiority, 
to which I know not what Claim they can produce, and ſeem by 
to imagine, that their Charter gives them more extenſive 0 
| Knowledge, and more acute Sagacity, than falls to the Lot of hi 
| Men not combined in their Aſſociation. | e 


0 But 
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ments, and however they may miſrepreſent them, I ſhall 
„ ſatisfed, that they will have with the Diſintereſted and 
mpartial their juſt Weight, and that this Affair will not 
+ haſtily determined upon an imperfect Examination.” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
S1R, 


Body of Men, I think it abſoJutely unneceſſary to enquire. 
e are conſtituted for the public Advantage, and are engaged 
by our parliamentary Character to conſider, not the private 
Intereſt of particular Men, but the general Advantage of our 
Country. : 

: * Purſuit, Sir, of national Intereſt, we ſnould be o- 
bliged frequently to oppoſe the Schemes which private Men, 
or ſeparate Fraternities have formed for their own Advantage, 
and which they may be expected to defend with all their Art; 
both becauſe every Man is unwilling to imagine that the Pub- 
lic Intereſt and his own are oppoſite, and becauſe it is to be 
fared that many may conſider the Public only in Subordina- 
tion to themſelves, and be very little ſollicitous about the ge- 
neral Proſperity of their Country, provided none of the 
Calamities which afflict it extend their Influence to them- 
ſelves. 

We are, in the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, Sir, to conſi- 
der that we are engaged in a War againſt a Nation from 
which Inſults, Depredations, Oppreſſions, and Cruelties, 
have been long complain'd of, and againſt which we are 
therefore to act with a Reſolution proportioned to the In- 
juries we have ſuffered, and to our Deſire of Vengeance. We 
are to practiſe every Method of diſtreſſing them, and to pro- 


Gain and the Intereſt of private Men. 

It is well known, Sir, to all who have either heard or 
read of the Spaniards, that they live in Careleſſneſs and In- 
dolence, neglect all the natural Advantages of their own 
Country, deſpiſe the Gain of foreign Commerce, and depend 
wholly on their American Settlements, for all the Conveni- 
encies, and perhaps for molt of the Neceſſaries of Life. 

This is the particular Circumſtance that makes a War 
with England ſo much to be dreaded by them, A Nation 
ſuperior to them by Sea holds them beſieged, like a Garriſon 
ſurrounded by an Army, precludes them from Supplies, in- 


tercepts their Succours, and if it cannot force their Walls by 
Attack, 


mote the Succeſs of our Arms even at the Expence of preſent 


But however theſe Gentlemen may diſſapprove my Ar- * 14, Geo: 
17 40. 


Whether the Merchants are ſatisfied with the preſent sir Robert 
lethods of Inſuring, or what is the Opinion of any ſeparate Walpole. 
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Anno 14, Geo Attack, can at leaſt by a Blockade ſtarve them to a Capitak t we { 
II. 1740. tion. 1 
has, Sir, by a Naval War with an Enemy of ſupena Perce. 

Strength, they muſt at length be ſubdued, and ſubdued peri, WH It! 

without a Battle, and without the poſſibillity of Refiltane: ountri 

againſt ſuch an Enemy, their Courage, or their Diſcipline . m not 

of no Uſe; they may form Armies indeed, but which /e © 

only ſtand upon the Shore, to defend what their Enemies har mpor: 

no Intention of invading, and ſee thoſe Ships ſeized in which Mena 


their Pay 1s treaſured, or their Proviſions are ſtored. « Bu 
Such, Sir, is our natural Superiority over the Spaniard, , : 
Species of Superiority that muſt inevitably prevail, if it he ure! 


not defeated by our own Folly ; and ſurely a more eff:Qyz hey N 
Method of defeating it, the Spaniards themſelves could ny dior 
have diſcovered, than that of inſuring their Ships among oy 


* Merchants. uuct 1 
When a Ship thus inſured is taken, which, notwithſand. « M 

ing all Precautions muſt ſometimes happen, we examine the ther 

Cargo, find it extremely valuable, and triumph in our Sue. pur H 

ceſs ; we not only count the Gain to ourſelves, but the Loſs ot 8 

to our Enemies, and determine that a ſmall Number of {uch nurn 

Captures will reduce them to offer us Peace upon our own m | 

Terms. | 

© Such are the Concluſions which are made, and made low 


with Reaſon, by Men unacquainted with the ſecret Practices the 0] 
of our Merchants, and who do not ſuſpe& us to be ſtupid 
enough to ſecure our Enemies againſt ourſelves, but it is often hey | 
found, upon a more cloſe Examination, that our Ships of War 
have only plundered our Merchants, and that our Privateers 
may indeed have enriched themſelves, but impoveriſhed their 
Qbuntry. It is diſcovered, that the Loſs of the Spaniards is Ship: 
to be repaid, and perhaps ſometimes with Intereſt, by the 
Britiſh Inſurers, _ 
If it be urged, that we ought not to enact any Laws 


which may obſtruct the Gain of our Fellow Subjects, may it " b 
not be aſked, why all Trade with Spain is prohibited, my Wl.” 
not the Trade be equally gainful with the Inſurance, and may - 


not the Gain be more generally diſtributed, and therefore be 
more properly national ? 

But this Trade was prohibited, becauſe it was more ne- 
ceſſary to our Enemies, than ourſelves ; it was prohibited, be- 00 
cauſe the Laws of War require, that a leſs Evil ſhould be + 
ſuffered to inflit a greater; it is upon this Principle that | 
every Battle is fought, and that we fire our own Ships to 
conſume the Navies of the Enemy. tha 

« For this Reaſon, Sir, it appears to me evident beyond 
Contradiction, that the Inſurance of Spaniſh Ships ought - 
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q ment that cannot be produc'd for. the Prohibition of Com- 
: nerce. 
N * is urg'd, Sir, that they may inſure their Ships in other 


auntries, an Aſſertion of which, whether it be true or not, I 
1 not able to decide; but it is acknowledg'd, that the Ne- 
ſity of eſtabliſhing a new Correſpondence will be at leaſt a 
nporary Obſtruction of their Trade, and an Obſtruction of 
en a ſhort Continuance may lay them at our Mercy. 

But let us, Sir, reflect upon the Weakneſs of this Argu- 

nent; they muſt be allow'd to inſure here, becauſe they may 
ure in other Places; will it not be equally juſt to urge, that 
key muſt trade with us, becauſe they may trade with other 
Nations? And may it not be anſwer'd, that tho* we cannot 
zholly ſuſpend their Commerce, it is yet our Buſineſs to ob- 
tt it as far as we are able? 
May it not, Sir, be farther affirm'd, that by inſuring in 
ther Nations, they may injure their Allies by falling into 
yur Hands, but do not the leſs benefit us? That if they do 
ot grow weaker, we at leaſt are ſtrengthen'd; but that by 
during among us, whatever Steps are taken, the Equilibri- 
n cf the War is preſerved always the ſame. 

© It is aſſerted, and I ſuppoſe with Truth, that we inſure at 
lower Rate than others, and it will therefore follow, that 
the Spaniards, whenever their Ships ſhould eſcape us, will 
ufer more by having inſur'd amongſt Foreigners, than if 
hey had contracted with our Merchants. 

Thus it appears, Sir, that there are ſtronger Reaſons for 
rohibiting the Inſurance of Spaniſh Ships, than for putting 
| Stop to our Commerce with them; and that whether their 
Ships are taken by us, or eſcape us, it is the general Intereſt ; 
the Nation, that they fhall be inſured by Foreign Mer- 
chants. : 

With reſpect, Sir, to the Eaſt India Company, I have 
t0 Regard to their Intereſt, confider'd as diſtin from that of 
the reſt of the Nation; nor have receiv'd any Sollicitations 
irom them to promote this Bill, or to eſpouſe their Intereſt ; 
but cannot, without concealing my real Sentiments, deny that, 
4 they have the Grant of an excluſive Trade to the Eaſt-In- 
dies, to inſure the Ships that are ſent thither, without their 
Permiſſion, is to invade their Rights, and to infringe their 
Charter; and that this Pactice, if the Validity of their Charter 
be admitted, is illegal and ought to be diſcountenanc'd, 

The Practice, Sir, of inſuring, Intereſt or no Intereſt, or 
of aſſigning to Ships an imaginary Value, is nothing more 
tan a particular Game, a more ſolemn Species of —_— 
an 


ut we ſhall be re-imburs'd by the Captures, which is an Ar- 


rohibited ; we ſhall indeed loſe the Profit of the Inſurance, * 14, Geo. 
. 1740”. 
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Anno 14, Geo and ought therefore to be prohibited, for every Reaſon tha 
IL 1740. can be urged againſt Games of Chance. 
With regard to this Bill in general, it is in my Opiniqy 
highly neceſſary, nor can! diſcover any important Objeclion 
that can be made againſt it. Some Law of this kind, and u 
this Purpoſe, I have long intended to offer to the Conſider, 
tion of this Aſſembly, and ſince it is now before us, I thick 
we ought to conſider it with the Attention, Which may be 
juſtly expected from us.” 


« Thi: 
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Lord Baltimore. 11 

SI R, | imina 

Lord I know not how properly the Practice of Inſurirg my « If 
Baltimore he termed a Species of Hazard; nor do I think any thing then, 
more is to be conſidered, than whether the Game be gain 


to the Nation, or not; for I cannot diſcover that there is any ers, 
Abſurdity in enriching ourſelves at the Expence of other 
Nations, whether Enemies or Allies. That we ought 1 
prefer the general Good tothe Advantage of Individuals, x 
undoubted ; but I cannot conceive that, in this Caſe, there cat 
be any Oppoſition between private and public Intereſt, If 
our Inſurers gain by ſecuring the Ships of our Enemies, the 
Nation is benefited, for all national Gain muſt circulate tho 
the Hands of Individuals, 

No Man will aſſert that we ought to aſſiſt our Enemies, 
nor will any Man imagine that we affilt them by impoveriſt- 
ing them; and if our Inſurers gain by their Practice, the Spa- 
niards muſt undoubtedly be Lolers.” 


Mr. Willimot. 
S1R, 


Mr. Willimot. I have converſed on the Queſtion to which this Bil 
relates, with Men engaged in various kinds of Traffic, and 
who have no common Intereſt but that of their Country. | 
have diſperſed among the Merchants, moſt eminent for their 
Acquaintance with the whole Extent of Commerce, and 
for their Knowledge of the true Intereſt of the Nation, Co. 
Pies of this Bill, and cannot find any of them ſo ſenſible of 
the Grievance, of which we have ſo loud Complaints, 3s t0 
_ that it ſhould be redreſſed by the Meaſures now pro. 

poſed. 

That Frauds are practiſed on every Side, in this, 2 
well as in other Trades, the general Corruption of our Ag* 
gives us ſufficient Reaſon to ſuſpect; but what is common to 
every ſort of Traffic, cannot be produced as an Argument 
for the Prohibition of any. 


« That 


a 
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That the Practice of inſuring an imaginary Value, may Anno 14, Geo3 
e Opportunity for greater Frauds than can be practiſed 1.272 
common Dealings, is likewiſe evident, but I cannot diſco- 3 
er ſuch Frauds as to require the Interpoſition of the Legiſla | 
ure. | 
alf they are practiſed only by thoſe of our own Nation, 
he Public does not ſuffer ; for Property is only transferred 
om one Subject to another; the Fraud ought indeed to be 
rerely puniſhed in the Courts of Criminal Juſtice, but the 
atom which gave the Opportunity of practiſing it, ought 
ot to be reſtrained, any more than any other Profeſſion not 
:iminal in itſelf, but liable to accidental Abuſes. 


If our Inſurers are defrauded by Foreigners, the Nation 17 
wen, indeed, more nearly affected; but, even in that Caſe, 1 
i to be remember'd, that the private Intereſt of the In- 
wers, who muſt be immediately ruined, is a ſufficient Securi- 
5 for the Public. For it cannot, Sir, be conceived that any 
Man will obſtinately carry on a Buſineſs, by which he be- 
omes every Day poorer; or that, when he deſiſts, he will be 
hxceeded by another, who cannot but know that he engages 
Ih that Traffic to his certain Ruin. 

« The true State of this Affair is, that Frauds are, indeed, 
ken committed, and are for that Reaſon always ſuſpected, 
ad that the Inſurers, when they inſure the Ship and Cargo 
gainſt Accidents, reckon, among other Chances, the Proba- 
lity of being cheated, and proportion their Demands, not 
only to the Length and Danger of the Voyage, but to the 
CharaRter likewiſe of the Man with whom they contract. 
This, Sir, is always the Practice of thoſe whom Experi- 
ice has made acquainted with the Danger of implicit Conſi- 
ence, and unſuſpecting Credulity, nor do any but the Young 
and Unſkilful ſuffer themſelves to be ſo expoſed to Frauds, 
is that their Fortunes ſhould be injured, or the general Gain 
« their Buſineſs over-balanced, by a few Deceits. 

Thus it appears, that, notwithſtanding the Eaſe and 
ety with which the preſent Methods of Inſurance admit 
fraud to be practiſed, the Inſurers, by a proportionate Degree 
of Caution, ſecure themſelves from being injured, and by con- 
kquence the Nation. 7 

The Inſurance of foreign Ships is now to be confidered, 
I which great Profit ariſes to the Nation. We inſure, Sir, 
4 It has been obſerved, at lower Rates than other Nations, 
decauſe we have more Buſineſs of this kind, and the Smillneſs 
of our Profit is compenſated by the Frequency; the Cheap- 
dels of Inſurances, and Eagerneſs of Foreigners to inſure 
lete, reciprocally contribute to each other; we are often 
Vor VII. 6 | applied 
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Anno 14, Geo applied to, becauſe we inſure at an eaſy Rate, and we can in. 


IL, 740. 


ſure at an eaſy Rate, becauſe we are often applied to. that 
Nor is the Cheapneſs of Britiſh Inſurance, the only Me. bete 
tive to the Preference which it preſerves among Foreigner, (1 


who are induced to apply to this Nation, by the Reputata alda 
which our Merchants have deſervedly gained, for Probi pedier 
and Punctuality, ſuperior to that of any other Traders. Oy 
Merchants, Sir, bargain without Artifice, pay without Subter. 
fuges, and are ready on all Occaſions to preſerve their Cha. 
racter at the Hazard of their Profit. 

From theſe two Conſiderations we may draw unanſye. 
able Arguments againſt any Reſtraints upon the Practice of 
Inſuring ; if Foreigners are once diſappointed in their Apfl. 
cations to us, our Buſrneſs will in a great Part ceaſe ; and, 2 
we ſhall not then be able to inſure at lower Rates than othe: 
Nations, we ſhall never recover that Branch of our Trade 
And as the Character of the Engliſh Merchants exempi 
them from any Suſpicion of Practices pernicious to the Pub. 
lic, why ſhould they be reſtrained ? Why, Sir, ſhould they 
appear to be ſuſpected by the Legiſlature of their own Coun- 
try, whom Foreigners truſt without Heſitation ? 

It has been objected to them with great Warmth, and u- 
ged with much rhetorical Exaggeration, that they aſſilt the 

nemies of their Country, that they prolong the War, and de. 
feat thoſe Advantages which our Situation and Commerce 
have given us. Imputations ſufficiently attrocious, if they 
were founded upon Truth. : 

But let us, Sir, examine the Arguments by which thi: 
Accuſation has been ſupported, and enquire whether thi: 
Triumph of Eloquence has been occaſioned by any real dl 
periority of Evidence or Reaſon. It is urged, that we hare 
already prohibited Commerce with the Spaniards, and tia 
2 we ought likewiſe to prohibit the Inſurance of thei 
Ships- 

It will not require, Sir, an Imagination very fertile, or 
Knowledge very extenſive, to ſupply Arguments ſufficient 
to refute this ſuppoled Demonſtration ; in Oppoſition to 
which it may be urged, that this kind of Commerce is of: 
peculiar Nature, that it ſubſiſts upon Opinion, and is pre- 
ſerved by the Reputation of our Inſurers ; a Reputation that 
the Inſurers of other Nations may obtain by the ſame 
means, and from whom we ſhall therefore never recover it, 

« It may be obſerved, Sir, that other Commodities are tht 
peculiar Product of different Countries, and that there ib 10 
Danger of loſing our other Trade by ſuſpending it, becaule 
it depends upon the Excellence of our ManufaQures : * 

| that 
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that Inſurance may be the Commodity of any Country Anno 14, Geo 


where Money and common Honeſty are to be found. 


validated, or perhaps entirely ſubverted by denying the Ex- 

ience of that Prohibition which is produced as a Preſident, 
for another Reſtraint, Nor indeed does it appear why we 
ond preclude ourſelves from a gainful Trade, becauſe the 
Money is drawn by it out of the Hands of our Enemies ; 
or why the Product of our Lands ſhould lie unconſumed, or 
dur Manufactures ſtand unemployed, rather than we ſhould 
el to our Enemies what they will purchaſe at another 
Place, or by the Intervention of a neutral Power, 

« To ſell to an Enemy that which may enable him to in- 
jure us, that which he muſt neceſfarily obtain, and which he 
could buy from no other, would indeed be, to the laſt degree, 
zblurd ; but that may ſurely be fold them without any Breach 
of Morality or Policy, which they can want with leſs In- 
convenience than we can keep. If we were beſieging a 
Town, I ſhould not adviſe our Soldiers to ſell to the Inhabi- 
tants Ammunition or Proviſions, but cannot diſcover the 
Folly of admitting them to purchaſe Ornaments for their 
Houſes, or Brocades for their Ladies. | 

But, without examining with the utmoſt Accuracy, 


hope, ſuggeſted Objections ſufficient to make the Queſtion 
doubtfu}, and to incline us to try the Succels of one Experi- 
ment before we venture upon another more hazardous, 

« I am never willing, Sir, to load Trade with Reſtraints ; 
Trade is in its own Nature ſo fugitive and variable, that no 
conſtant Courſe can be preſcribed to it; and thoſe Regula- 
tions which were proper when they were made, may in a 
few Months become Difficulties and Obſtructions. We well 
know, that many of the Meaſures which our Anceſtors pur- 
ſued for the Encouragement of Commerce, have been found 
of pernicious Conſequence; and even in this Age, which 
perhaps Experience more than Wiſdom has enlightened, I 
have known few Attempts of that kind which have not de- 
feated the End for which they were made. 

It is more prudent to leave the Merchants at Liberty to 
purſue thoſe Meaſures which Experience ſhall dictate upon 
every Occaſion, and ſuffer them to ſnatch the preſent Oppor- 
tunity of honeſt Gain whenever it ſhall happen; they will 
never injure their own Intereſt by the Uſe of this Liberty, 
and by preſerving themſelves they will preſerve the Nation 
from Detriment; nor will they need to be reſtrained by a 
Law propoſed without their Solicitation, and of Which they 
cannot diſcover any beneficial Conſequences.” 


Cc2 N 


whether the late Prohibition was rational or not, I have, 1 


II. 1740. 


« This Argument may perhaps be yet more effeclually in WY 


Anno 14, Geo 


N 


Mr. Horatio 


Wal pole, 


inform us of what one of the Clauſes makes it proper to 


we ſhould endeavour to with-hold every thing that may 
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ace iv 


Mr, Horatio Wal pole. 1 Bf 
8 IR, omme 


« For the Bill now before us I have no particular Pon. 
neſs, nor Deſire that it ſhould be promoted by any other 
means than rational Arguments and the Repreſentation 9 
indubitable Facts. | 

I have no Regard, Sir, in this Enquiry, to any privat 
Intereſt, or any other Deſire than that of ſecuring the Int 
reſt of my Country, which, in my Opinion, evidently . 
quires that we ſhould give no Aſſiſtance to our Enemies, th; 
our Merchants ſhould co-operate with our Navies, and thy 
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make the War leſs burdenſome to them, and conlequent) \lerch 
of longes Continuance. quence 
It was obſerved, Sir, in the Beginning of the Debate, than t 


by a Gentleman eminently ſcilled in mercantile Affairs, that 
Inſurance was practiſed by many Nations; but he did not 


enquire, whether they allowed the Method of inſuring Inte. 
reſt or no Intereſt, and rating Ships at an imaginable Value. 
This is, I know, is prohibited by the Dutch; a Nation whoſe 
Authority on commercial Queſtions will not be diſputed ; nor 
do they allow their Eaſt-India Ships to be inſured at all, 

The Dificulty of eſtimating the Value of any Cargo 
has been urged in Defence of this Practice, nor is the De. 
fence wholly without Weight, becauſe the Cargo in many 
Voyages cannot be aſcertained. I ſhall, however, take this 
Opportunity of obſerving, tho' I may ſomewhat digreſs from 
the preſent Argument, how neceſſary it is that ſome of our 
exported Cargoes ſhould be exactly ſpecified, 

« 1 have been lately informed, Sir, that ſix Ships laden 


with Britiſh Wool, have entered at one time into a Port 6! = 
France; nor do I know how this Practice, which is juſtly * 
complained of as pernicious to our Trade, and threatening 
the Ruin of cur Country, can be prevented but by a conſtant * 
and regular Particularization of every Cargo carried to 4 
France. je 
I admit, Sir, that ſome Cargoes which are imported 1 
cannot be particularly regiſtered; ſuch is the Gold with 0 
which we are daily ſupplied by our Commerce with the ; 
French in Oppoſition to their Jaws, and which our Mer- 
chants are therefore under the Neceſſity of concealing. a 
It is not indeed eaſy to foreſee all the Inconveniencies 0 


that may ariſe from new Regulations of Commerce; but the 
Difficulty is not ſo great as has been repreſented, nor can | 
| conceiyt 
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ommerce from their own Obſervation, which they may en- 
Large by an unconfined and indifferent Converſation with 
raders of various Claſſes, and by Enquiries into the diffe- 
ent Branches of Commerce ; Enquiries, Sir, which are ge- 
rerally neglected by thoſe whoſe Employments confine their 
tention to particular Parts of Commerce, or whoſe Ap- 
plication to Buſineſs. hinders them from attending to any 
pinions but thoſe which their own perſonal Experience 
nables them to form. 

From theſe Informations impartially collected, and dili- 
gently compared, a Man not engaged in the Profeſſion of a 
\lerchact may form general Principles, and draw Conſe- 
quences more certain, and more extenſive in their Relations, 
tan thoſe which are ſtruck out only from the Obſervation of 
one ſubdivided Species of Commerce. 

« A Member of this Houſe, Sir, thus enlightened by En- 

quiry, and whoſe Judgment is not diverted from its natural 
Reftitude, by the Impulſe of any private Conſideration, may 
jadge of any commercial Debate with leſs Danger of Error 
cr Partiality than the Merchants, of whom nevertheleſs I 
have the higheſt Eſteem, and whoſe Knowledge or Probity 
do not intend to depreciate, when I declare my Fears, that 
they may ſometimes confound general Maxims of Trade 
with the Opinion of particu'ar Branches, and ſometimes mil- 
take their own Gain for the Interelt of the Public. 
The Intereſt of the Merchants ought indeed always to 
be conſidered in this Houſe ; but then it ought to be regarded 
only in Subordination to that of the whole Community, a 
Subordination which the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſeems to 
have forgotten. He may perhaps not intend long to retain 
nis Senatorial Character, and therefore delivered his Opinion 
only as a Merchant. 

He has diſtinguiſhed between the Conduct of experienced 
and unſkilful Inſurers, with how mach Juſtice I ſhall not de- 
termine, I am afraid that a vigorous Enquiry would diſco- 
er, that neither Age nor Youth has been able to reſiſt ſtrong 
Temptations to ſome Practices, which neither Law nor Juſ- 
dee can ſupport, and that thoſe whoſe Experience has made 
them cautious, have not been always equally honeſt. 

But this is a Subject upon which I am not inclined to 
dwell, and only mention as the Reaſon which convinces me 
of thePropriety of the Bill before us.” 


Sir 


ceive why all our Conſultations on Trade ſhould be with- Anno 14, Geo. 
it Effect. Gentlemen may obtain ſome Knowledge of II. 1740. 
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Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 
© There appears no Probability that the different O 
nions Which have been formed of this Bill will be recs, 
ciled by this Debate; nor indeed is there any Reaſon (, 
wondering at this Contrariety of Sentiments. 


The ſeveral Clauſes of the Bill have Relations and Co. 
ſequences ſo different, that ſcarce any one Man can apprgy 


t hem all; and in our preſent Deliberation an Objection 92 Wer 
particular Clauſe is conſidered as an Argument again ue M agem 
whole Bill. . ys 


It is therefore neceſſary to prevent an unprofitable Ex. 
pence of Time, to reſolve the Houſe into a Committee, j 
which the Bill may be conſidered by ſingle Clauſes, and thy 
Part which cannot be defended may be rejected, and thy 
only retained which delerves our Approbation. In the Com. 
mittee, when we have conſidered the firſt Clauſe, and beat 
the Ol jc & ions againſt it, we may mend it; or, if it canno: be 
amended, reject or poſtpone it, and fo proceed throvgh the 


whole Bill with much greater Expedition, and at the {me 
time with a more diligent View of every Clauſe, than while and 
we are obliged to take the whole at once into our Conſider: fulu 
tion. (on 
I ſhall for my Part approve ſome Clauſes, and make ] 
Objections to others; but think it proper to reſerve my O0. ed, 
jections, and the Reaſons of my Approbation, for the Com. an) 
mittee into which we ought to go on this Occaſion,” * $6, 
The vet 
cla 
ASE in 

* The Bill itfIF was as follows : 

A Bir to prevent ſome Inconveniengies ariſing from Inſur- f 
ances of Ships. p 


Whereas it hath been und by Experience, that the making 4 
Aſſurances, Intereſt or no Intereſt. hath been productivt of 
many pernicious Practices, «chereby great Numbers of Ships, 
with their Cargoes, have been frandulently laſt and deſired, 
and a great Encouragement to the Exportation of Mol. and thi 
carrying on many other prohibited and clandeſtine Trades, <uhic 
are thereby ſecreted, and the Parties corcerned ſecured fron 
Loſi, as will to the Diminution of the public Revenue, as ti 
the great Detriment and Loſs of the fair Trader; and by in 
troducing an illegal and miſchievous kind of Gaming or Wager: 
ing. under the Pretence of afſuring the Riſk on Shipping and 

fair Trade, the In}titution and laudable Deſign of making Aſi 
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ers ltay ing in the Houle, it was dropt. 


agreed to the Report of the Mutiny and Deſertion Bill: 


The Bill was referr'd to a Committee, but not forty Mem- ans 14, Geo, 
I. 17 40. 


Or. oscdered it to be engroſſed. 
con. In a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for opening a 
fr Trade thro' Ruſſia to Perſia, with ſeveral Amendments. 
March 2d. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bi!l for pu- 
on. ing Mutiny and Delertion, and for the better Payment of 
ede Army, and their Quarters : Ordered it to the Lords 
02 Went into a grand Committee on the Bi!l for che Encou- Proceeding 


jeltys Fleet, when the firit Clauſe being read, propohag the 
Ranks to be fill'd thus, that every Voluntier Seiman, after 
fre Years Service, be entitled to Six Pounds per Year, during 
Lite, Sir John Barnard expreſſed kimleif as follows: 

Sir 


rances bath been perverted ; and that which was intended for 
the Encouragement of Trad? and Navigation, becomes hurtful of, 
ans deflyuctine 10 the fume. 

For Remedy wwnerect, and for the efeftual putting a §top to, 
ard for pr eventins tb {ibs iwnvarrantatle Practices for the 
fulure Be ut enacted Sc. Trat all Policies, Infiruments, 
Contracts, or Promiſes of Afſurrance. mane from and offer 

Intereft or no liefe, und Policies valued of the Sum afſur- 
ad, or evithout further Prof of Intereſt, than the Policy, or in 
any other Words or anne, to that or the ſame Effect; or upon 
Ships, or other Veet or Goods, laaden or to be loaden thereon, 
wt mad: bona fide 2h Intereft, ſhall be, and are hereby de- 
cared (voi) any Law Statute, or Cuſtom to the contrary 
in any wiſe notwwithfi anding. 

Provided always, that nothing in this AR contained. Hall ex- 
tend, or be conflrued to extend, to vacate or make void any Au- 
rances made without Fraud, upon Intereſt of the whole, er any 
Part of the Sum for which the Aſſured ſhall appear to be con- 
cerned in the Veſel, or Goods fo afjured. 

Provided always, that nothing in this Ad contained, ſhall 
vacate or make vid any Aſſurance made upon Account of Mo- 
rey lent upon Reſpondentia, or Bottomree Bonds, in which the 
Benefit of Salvage is allowed the Lender; nor any Aſſurance 
made bona fide, to re- aſſure any Sum before aſſured, on any Ships 
„ Veſſels, er their Cargoes ; provided the ſame be mentioned in 


the Policy to be Re-afſurance, or en Money ſo lent on Reſpon- 


dentia, or Bottomree Bonds. 

And whereas by ſeveral As of Parliaments the Subjes of 
this Kingdom in general are reſtrained from trading to the 
Eaft. 


ngement of Seamen, and for the ſpeedier Mannirg his Ma- | kd _—_— 


Anno 14, Geo- 
II 1740. 


CV 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


make Aſſurance on ſuch Commerce, or ny Part therersf; ary 
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Sn, 


As it is our Duty to provide Laws, by which all Fray, 
and Oppreſſions may be puniſhed, when they are detected 
we are no leſs obliged to obviate ſuch Practices as ſh Il mil, 
Puniſhments neceſſary ; nor are we only to facilitate the De. 
tection, but take away, as far as it is poſſible, the Opportunitie 
of Guilt. It is to no Purpoſe Puniſhments are threatened, i 
they can be evaded, or that Rewards are offered, if they may 
by any mean Artifices be with-held. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I think it neceſſary toobſerve, thy 
the Intent of this Clauſe, the moſt favourab'e and alluring 
Clauſe in the Bill, may loſe its Effect by a Practice not un. 

common. 


n.. 


Eaft- Indies, and the fole Right of trading thereto is by Lau 
veſted in the united Company of Merchants of England tradi 
to the Eaſt- Indies; notwithſtanding which, Aſſurances are oſin 
made in Great Britain upon Ships and Effects belonging to th; 
Subjects of foreign Nations or Powers trading to the Eaſi-hr. 
dies: Be it farther enadted, by the Authority aforeſaid, that al 
Aſſurances made after the Day f 2 
any Ships or Effects belonging to any foreign Kingdom, Nation, «r 
Power, or to the Subjedts thereof, trading to and from the Eajj. 
Indies, or from one Part thereef" io another, ſhall be deemed 
and taken to be [void] to all Intents, Conſtructions and Pur 
poſes whatſoever. 3 

And whereas Aſſurance on the Ships or Effects of Perſiu, 
alien Enemies to this Kingdom, are greatly prejudicial to thr 
true Intereſt thereof, and upon the Capture of ſuch Ships or Ef. 
Fi 4s, the real Loſs ſuſtained rften falls upon the Subjeds if 
Great Britain, who have made ſuch Aſſurances, Be it further 
enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, that no Aſſurance 
to be made directly or indire4ly on any the Ships or E eds of tht 
Subjects of any Prince or State, not in Amity with the Crown 
of Great Britain, at the Time fuch Aſſurance is made, ſhall 
be of any Force or Validity in Law ; but ſhall be [void] tal! 0 
Intents, Conſtructions, and Purpoſes whatever, * 

Provided always, that if his Majeſty ſpail, at any tim, 
during the preſent War, think fit, in Purſuance of a Proviſo 


contained in an Act made in the laſt Seffion of Parliament, in- 
_ titled, An Act for prohibiting Commerce with Spain, Yo take 
off the Prohibitions and Reſtrictions of Commerce, or any Part 


there; then, and in ſuch Caſe, it jhall and may be lawful to 


thing herein contained to the. contrary notwithſtanding.” 


- 


(6201) 
ountry, may be defrauded of the Right of a Voluntier. 


dps of War, and after having been rejected by them as 
.nfit for the Service, have been dragged on Board within a 
» Days, perhaps within a few Hours afterwards, to under- 
wall the Hardſhips, without the Merit of Voluntiers. 5 
« When any Man, Sir, has been rejected by the Sea-Oſſi- 
rs, he ought to have a Certificate given him, which ſha!! be 
Exemption from an Impreſs, that, if any other Commander 
dall judge more favourably of his Qualifications, he may al- 
ays have the Privilege of a Voluntier, and be entitled to the 
Reward which he deſerved, by his Readineſs to enter the 
Service. | 

If ſuch Proviſions are not made, this hatefal Practice, a 
Price, Sir, common and notorious, and very diſcouraging 
0 ſuch as would enter the Service of the Public, may fo fac 
prevail, that no Man ſhall be able to denominate himſelf a 
Voluntier, or claim the Reward propoſed by the Bill.” 


Sir Charles Wager. 
S1R, 


any Proceedings like thoſe which are npw complained of, had 
been mentioned at the Board of Admiralty, they had been 
immediately cenſured and redreſſed; but as no ſuch Accuſa- 
tions were offered, I think it may probably be concluded, that 
no ſuch Crimes have been committed. 

For what Purpoſe Oppreſſions of this kind ſhould be 
practiſed, is not ealy to conceive; for the Officers are not 
it all rewarded, for Impreſſing Sailors, As therefore it is 
not probable that any Man ads wickedly or cruelly without 
Temptation; as I have never heard any ſuch Injury com- 
plained of by thoſe that ſuffer'd it, I cannot but imagine, that 
tis one of thoſe Reports, which ariſe from Miſtake, or are 
org d by Malice, to injure the Officers, and obilru the Ser- 


dice. 
Lord Baltimore. 
8 a, 


That the Practice now complained of, is very fre- 
quent, and, whatever may be the Temptation to it, ſuch as 
erery Day produces ſome Inſtances of, | have Reaſons for aſ- 
ering with z,ceat Confidence. I have, within theſe few 
Days, as I was accidentally upon the River, inform'd myſelf 


*f two Watermen ignominiouſly dragg'd by Force into th 
y Force into the 
Vol. VII. D d Servict 


mon, by which any Man, however inclined to ſerve his Anno 14, Geo. 


„Many Men have voluntarily applied to the Officers of AW] 


It is not common for Men to receive Injuries without , ,_. 1 
zpplying for Redreſs, when it may certainly be obtained. If Wager, 
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Anno 14, Gecgervice to which they had voluntarily offer'd themſeleve, 


L 17 40. 


Sir John 
Norris. 


Sir John 
Farnard. 


without Advantage? I cannot diſcover why theſe Hardſhips 
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few Days before. "The Reaſons of ſuch Oppreſſion, it is th 
Buſineſs of thoſe Gentlemen to enquire, whom his Majety 
entruſts with the Care of his Fleet; but to interrupt th 
Courſe of Wickedneſs, to hinder it from fruſtrating the Be. 
wards offer'd by the Public, is the Province of the Reprefex, 
tatives of the People. And J hope, Sir, ſome Proviſo will, 
made in this Caſe.” 


Sir John Norris. 


SIR, 


* If any ſuch Practices had been frequent, to what can 
be imputed, that thoſe who employ their Lives in Martine 
Buſineſs ſhould be Strangers to them ? Why have no Con. 
plaints been made by thole that have been injured ? Or why 
ſhould Officers expoſe themſelvs to the hazard of Ceniyr, 


ſhould be inflicted, nor how they could have been conceale;, 
and therefore think the Officers of the Navy may be cleared 
from the Imputation, without further Enquiry.” 


Sir John Barnard. 


"0 3 is 


It is in vain that Objections are made, if the Facts upon 
which they are founded may be denied at pleaſure: No. 
thing is more eaſy than to deny, becauſe Proofs are not re. 
quired of a Negative. But as Negatives require no Proof, 
ſo they have no Authority, nor can any Conſequence be de- 
duced from them. I might therefore ſuffer the Facts to re. ha 
main in their preſent State, aſſerted on one fide by thoſe that 
have Reaſons to believe them, and doubted on the other 
without Reaſons; for ſurely he cannot be ſaid to reaſon, who 
queſtions an Aſſertion only becauſe he does not know it to be 
true. 

But as every Queſtion by which the Liberty of a Briton 
may be affected, is of Importance ſufficient to require that no 
Evidence ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which it may be cleared, 
I cannot but think it proper that a Committee ſhould be 
formed to examine the Conduct of the Officers in this Par- 
ticular; and, in Confidence of the Veracity of thoſe from 
whom I received my Information, I here promiſe to produce 
ſuch Evidence as ſhall put an End to Controverſy and 
Doubt. | 

If this is not granted, Sir, the Fact muſt ſtand recorded 
and allowed ; for to doubt, and refuſe Evidence, is a Degree 
of Prejudice and Obſtinacy without Example. Nor is this 

the only Objection to the Clauſe before us, which appears 


very 
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ery imperfect with regard to the Qualifications ſpecified as Anon 14, Geo, 
Title to the Reward. The Reward ought not to be con- II. 1746. 
id to thoſe who ſhall hereafter be invited by the Promiſe f VN 


t the WG: to engage in the Service, while thoſe who entered into it 
* Re. ith out any ſuch Proſpect, are condemned to Dangers and 
"a. BW atigue without a Recompence. Where Merit is equal, 
ll de Reward ought to be equal; and ſurely where there is 


beater Merit, the Reward, propofed by the Parliament as an 
Encouragement to Bravery, ought not to be leſs, To be 
xcluded from the Advantages which others have obtained 
ly by avoiding the Service, cannot but depreſs the Spirit 
of thoſe whoſe Zeal and Courage incited them, at the Begin- 


me nag of the War, to enter into the Fleet; and to deje thoſe 
M- om whom we expect Defence and Honour is neither pru- 
by dent nor juſt, 

re « Nor is it, in my Opinion, proper to offer the ſame Re- 
Ps ward indiſcriminately to all that ſhall accept it; Rewards 
U, 


ought to be proportioned to Deſert, and no Man can juſtly 
de paid for what he cannot perform; there ought, therefore, 
to be ſome Diſtinction made between a Seaman by Profeſſion, 
one that has learned his Art at the Expence of long Expe- 
rience, Labour and Hazard, and a Man who only enters the 
Ship becauſe he is uſeleſs on Land, and who can only incom- 
mode the Sailors till he has been inſtructed by them. 

It appears, Sir, to me a conſiderable Defect in our Naval 
Regulations, that Wages are not proportioned to Ability; 
and [ think it may not be now unſeaſonably propoſed, that 
Sailors ſhould be paid according to the Skill which they 
have acquired ; a Proviſion by which an Emulation would be 
raiſed among them, and that Indultry excited, which now 
anguiſhes for want of Encouragement ; and thoſe Capacities 
wakened, which now ſlumber in Ignorance and Sloth, from 
the Deſpair of obtaining any Advantage by Superiority of 
Knowledge. 


Sir Robert Wal pole. 


SIR, 

That this Charge, Sir, however poſitively urged, is ge- Sir Robert 
nerally unjuſt, the Declarations of theſe Honourable Gen- Walpole 
tlemen are ſufficient to evince, ſince it is not probable that 
the injured Perſons would not have found ſome Friend to 
dave repreſented theſe Hardſhips to the Admiralty, and no 
lach Repreſentations could have been made without their 
Knowledge. : 

* Yet, Sir, I am far from doubting that, by Accident, or 
perhaps by Malice, ſome Men have been treated in this 
anner ; for it is not in * of any Adminiltration 

2 5 to 
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Auno 4, Geo. to make all thoſe honeſt or wiſe whom they are obliged ty 


II. I 7 47. 


N 


ir Toh 
bir ©. 


employ ; and when great Affairs are depending, minute Cr. 
cumitances cannot always be attended to. If the Vigilance 
of thoſe who are entruſted with the chief Direction of gren 
Numbers of ſubordinate Officers be ſuch, that corrupt Prac, 


tices are not frequent, and their Juſtice ſuch, that they arg 


never unpuniſhed when legally detected, the moſt ſtrid En 
quirer can expect no more. Power will ſometimes be abuſe, 
and Puniſhment ſometimes be eſcaped. 

It is, Sir, eaſy to be conceived that a Report may be. 
com general, tho' the Practice be very rare. The Fi! 
mut. pied as often as it is related, and every Man who he; 
the {ane Story iwice, imagines that it is told of different be. 
ſon, and exclaims againit the Tyranny of the Officers of tie 
Navy. ; 

But theſe, in my Opinion, Sir, ate Queſtions, if ng; 
remote from the preſent Affair, yet by no means eff-ntial u 
It, The Queſtion now before us is, not what Illegaliti, 
have been committed in the Execution of Impreſſes, but hoy 
Impreſſes themſelves may become leſs neceſſary ? How the 
Nation may be ſecured without Injury to Individuals ? Art 
how the Fleet may be manned with lefs Detriment to Con- 
merce ? | 

Sir, the Reward now propoſed is intended to excit 
Men to enter the Service without Compn)fion ; and if this 
Expedient be not approved, another ovght to be ſuggeſted: 
For I hope Gentlemen are united in their Endeavours o find 
out ſome Method of Security to the Public, and do not ch. 
ſtruct the Proceedings of the Committee, that, when ue 
Fleets lie inactive and uſeleſs, they may have an Oppcits. 
nity to reproach the Miniſtry,” 


Sir John Norris, 
0.18, 


* Tho? it is not neceſſary to enter into an accurate Ex- 
mination of the Gentleman's Propoſal, yet I cannot bu: 
obſerve, that by making it he diſcovers himſelf unacquain:' 
with the Diſpoſition of Seamen, among whom nothing rait; 
ſo much Diſcontent as the Suſpicion of Partiality. Should 
one Man, in the ſame Rank, receive larger Wages than an- 
other, he who thought himſelf injured, as he who is paid 
leſs will always think, would be ſo far from exerting his 
Abilities to attain an Equality with his Aſſociate, that he 
would probably never be prevailed on to lay his Hand upon 
the Tackling, but would fit ſullen, or work perverſeiy, tho 
the Ship we te labouring in a Storm, or ünking in a Battle. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Gore. 


SIR, 


lar 

— « The Danger of introducing Diſtindtions among Men in 
Pic the fame Rank, where every Man that imagines his Merit 
ain ¶egiected may have an Opportunity of reſenting the Injury, 
En t doubtleſs ſuch as no prudent Commander will venture op 
led, incur 


Merit; and as he will always diſcover ſome Reaſon for the 
Pref.rence of another very different from Superiority of De- 
ert, he will, by conſequence, be either enraged or difpirited, 
will either reſolve to deſert his Commander, or betray him 
tothe Enemies, or not oppoſe them. 

« [ remgmber, tho' imperfectly, a Story which J heard in 
my Travels, of an Army in which ſome Troops received a 
Penny a Day leſs than the reſt; a Parſimony which coſt dear 
in the Day of Battle, for the diſguſted Troops Jaid down 
their Arms before the Enemy, and ſuffered their General to 
te cut in Pieces,” 


General Wade. 


SIR, 

© [cannot but concur with the Honourable Gentleman in 
his Opinion, that thoſe who are already engaged in the 
Service, who have born the Fatigues of a long Voyage, and 
perhaps are at this Hour expoſing their Lives in Battle to 
defend the Rights of their Country, ought to have the ſame 
Claim ro the Reward propoſed with thoſe who ſhall here- 
aſter offer themſelves. Nor in my Opinion ought thoſe 
| who have hitherto been preſſed into our Fleets to be diſ- 
couraged from their Duty by an Excluſion from the ſame 
Advantage: For if they were compelled to ſerve in the 
Fleet, they were compelled when there was not this Encou- 
ragement for Voluntiers, which, perhaps, they would have 
accepted if it had been then propoſed. Every Man at Jeaft 
will alledge, that he would have accepted it, and complain he 
ſuffers only by the Fault of the Government; a Govern- 
ment which he will not be very zealous to defend, while he 
is conſidered with leſs Regard than others from whom no 
greater Services are expected. 

A Proſpect of new Rewards, Sir, will add new Ala- 
crity to all the Forces, and an equal Diſtribution of Favour 
will ſecure an unſhaken and inviolable Fidelity. Nothing 
but Union can produce Succeſs, and nothing can ſecure Union 
bat Impartiality and Juftice,' Me 


Anno 14, Ges. 
I. 17 40. 


Mr, Gore. | 


« Every Man in this Caſe becomes the Judge of his own | 


General Wace 
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. Sandys. 
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CO WWNIg SIR, ä 


Sam. Sandys, 
Efg; 
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* The Efficacy of Rewards, and the Neceſſity of an ip. 
partial Diſtribution, are no unſtuitſul Subjects for Rhetorte: 
but it may perhaps be more uſeful at preſent to conſider with 
ſuch a Degree of Attention as the Queſtion mult be ackngy. 
ledged to deſerve, to whom theſe Rewards are to be pai; 
and from what Fund they are expected to ariſe, | 

With regard to thoſe who are to claim the Reward, 9, 
they ſeem very negligently ſpecified ; for they are diſtin. 
guiſhed only by the Character of having ſerved five Year, 
a Diſtinction unintelligible, without Explanation, 

lt is, I ſuppoſe, Sir, the Intent of the Bill, that no Mat 
ſhall miſs the Reward but by his own Fault, and therefore it 
may be enquired, what is to be the Fate of him who lai) 
be diſabled in his firſt Adventure, whom in the firſt Year vr 
Month of his Service, an unlucky Shot ſhall confine for the 
remaining Part of his Life to Inactivity: As the Bill js now 
formed, he muſt be miſerable without a Recompence; and 

his Wounds, which make him unable to ſupport himſelf, 
will, tho” received in Defence of his Country, entitle him 
to no Support from the Public. 

Nor is this the only Difficulty that may ariſe from the 
ſpecifying of ſo long a Service; for how can any Man that 
ſhall enter on board the Fleet be informed that the War will 
continue for five Years? May we not all juſtly hope that er 
Alacrity, Unanimity, and Prudence, may in a much ſhorter 
Time reduce our Enemies to beg for Peace ? And ſhall our 
Sailors loſe that Reward of their Hazards and their Labours, 
only becauſe they have been ſucceſsful ? What will this be 
leis than making their Bravery a Crime or Folly, and pu- 
niſhing them for not protracting the War by Cowardice or 
Treachery ? 

But let us ſuppoſe, Sir, thoſe Defects ſupplied by a more 
explicite and determinate Specification, there will yer ariſe | 
an Objection which the preſent State of our Revenues will 
not ſuffer to be anſwered. The Conſideration of the 
Greatneſs of the annual Payment which this Propoſal re- 
quires, ought to incite every Man to employ all his Sagacity 
in ſearch of ſome other Method equally efficacious and leis 
expenſive. i 

We have already, Sir, 40,c00 Seamen in our Pay, to 
whom 8000 more are ſpeedily to be added ; when each of 

theſe ſhall demand his Stipend, a new Burthen of 288000). 
muſt be laid upon the Nation ; upon a Nation, whoſe Lands 
are mortgaged, whoſe Revenncs are anticipated, and ee 
5 axe; 
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Taxes cannot be borne without Murmurs, nor increaſed with- Anno 14, Geo, 


gut Scdition. : 
« The Nation has found by Experience, that Taxes once 


impoſed for Juſt Reaſons, and continued upon plauſible Pre- 
ences, till they are become familiar, are afterwards continued 
von Motives leſs laudable, are too productive of Influence, 
ind too inſtrumental towards facilitating the Meaſures of the 


Miniſtry, to be ever willingly remitted.” 


Col. Bladen. 
SIR, 


II. 1740 


« [tis obvious that when the Balance is unequal, it may be Col. Bladen. 


reduced to an Equilibrium, as well by taking the Weight out 
of one Scale, as adding it to the other. The Wages offered 
by the Merchants overbalance, at preſent, thoſe which are 


propoſed by the Crown; to raiſe the Allowance in the Ships 


of War, will be to lay new Loads upon the Public, and will 
incommode the Merchants, whoſe Wages mult always bear 
the ame Proportion to the King's. The only Method then 
that remains, is to lighten the oppoſite Scale, by reſtrain- 
ing the Merchants from giving Wages in Time of War be- 
yond a certain Value; for as the Service of the Crown is 
then more immediately neceſſary to the general Advantage, 
than that of the Merchants, it ought to be made more gain- 
ful. Sailors, Sir, are not generally Men of very extenſive 
Views; and therefore we cannot expect that they ſhould pre- 
fer the general Good of their Country before 'their own pre- 
ſent Intereſt, a Motive of ſuch Power that even with Men of 
curious Reſearches, retin'd Sentiments, and generous Education, 
we ſee too often that it ſurmounts every other Conſideration? 


Lord Baltimore, 


SIR, 


* To the Expedient which the Honourable Gentleman 
bo ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſted, and which he mult be confeſſed 
to have placed in the ſtrongeſt Light, many Objections may 
be raiſed, which I am afraid will not eafily be removed. 
Ihe firlt, Sir, which occurs to me on this ſhort Reflec- 
ton is not leſs than the Impoſſibility of putting his Scheme 
in execution. The Preſcription of Wages which he propo- 
ler, may be eluded by a thouſand Artifices, by advanced Mo- 
ney, by gratuitous Acknowledgments, the Payment of Money 
for pretended Services, or by ſecret Contracts, which it will 
be the Intereſt of both Parties to conceal. 


Lord 
Baltimore. 


* But if this Object ion could be ſurmounted by Severity and 


Vigilance, would not this Expedient help to defeat the ge- 
tral Intention of the Bill? A Bill not detigned as an imme- 
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Anno 14, Geo diate Reſource, a mere temporary Project to ſupply cn 


II. 1740. 


Mr. Tracy. 


Mr. Ryder. 
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Fleets for the preſent Year, but as a Method for removing thy 
only Obſtruction of the Britiſh Power, the Difficulty of ww, 
ning our Ships of War, | | 

It is, I hope, Sir, the Intention of every Man who has g. 
fered his Sentiments on this Occafion, to contrive ſome get. 
ral Encouragement for Seamen, which ſhall not only invig 
them to aſſiſt their Country at the firſt Summons, but ſha} 


allure others to qualify themſelves for the public Service, hy 8 
engaging in the ſame Profeſſion. | 
* 'Chis is only to be done by making the Condition o FM... : 
Sailors leſs miſerable, by entitling them to Privileges, and ho. nr 
nouring them with Diſtinctions. But by limiting the Mer. o! 
chants Wages, if ſuch Limitations are indeed pofſible, though g r 
we may palliate the preſent Diſtreſs, we ſhall diminiſh the WM... 
Number of our Sailors, and, thereby, not only contract ou 74 
Commerce, but endanger our Country.“ * 
Mr. Tracy. le 
S1 8, *. 
« I know not for what Reaſons the preſent Method of ad 2 
vancing Rewards at entrance is practiſed, of which, howevet .. 
ſpecious it might appear, the Succeſs by no means encourage WW... 
x Continuance. The Sailors, tho' not a Generation of * 
Men much diſpoſed to Reflection, or qualified for Ratiocins- j 
tion, are not yet ſo void of Thought as not eaſily to perceive WW. 
that a ſmall Increaſe of conſtant Wages is of more Vale WW... 
than ſeveral Pounds to be paid only at once, and which art * 
ſquandered as ſoon as they are received, , , * 
Inſtead therefore of reſtraining the Wages of the Mer. 
chants, it ſeems probable that, by raiſing thoſe of the King, 
we may man the Fleet with moſt Expedition ; and one 
Method of raiſing the Wages will be to ſuppreſs che advancec 
Money.” 0 
Mr. Ryder (Attorney General) 0 
8 N 
I R, p 


If the Sum of Money now paid by Way of Advance cat 
be ſuppoſed to have any EffeR, if it can be imagined that any 
Number of Seamen, however inconſiderable, are allured by 
it into the Fleet, it is more uſefully employ'd than it can be Wi { 
ſuppoſed to be when ſunk into the current Wages, and divi 
ded into ſmall Payments | 
The Advance-Money is only paid to thoſe that enter: I 
no Voluntiers preſent themſelves, no Money is paid, and the 
Nation doth not ſuffer by the Offer: But if the Wages are ill ; 
raiſed, the Expence will be certain, without the Certainty of 
Advantage i 
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dranta ge; for thoſe that enter voluntarily into the Fleet, Anno 14, Geos 
il receive no more than thoſe that are forced into it by an 1740. 
opreſs ; and therefore there will be no Incitement to enter 
ithout Corapulſion. Thus every other Inconvenience will 
main, with the Addition of a new Burthen to the Nation; 
wr Forces will be maintained it a greater Expence, and not 
iſed with leſs Difficulty. | ; 
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Invite | 
nal Lord Baltimore. , 
©, by SIR, 1 
« | cannot but concur in Opinion with the Hon. Gentle- Lord 16 
110 11n who ſpoke laſt, from my own Acquaintance with the Baltimore, it” 
4 „ emeats and Habits that unalterably prevail among thoſe 1 
— ho have been accuſtom'd to the Sea; a Race of Men to the 1 
K at Degree negligent of any future Events, and careleſs about 1 


V Proviſion againſt diſtant Evils; Men who have no (1 
Thoughts at Sea but how to reach the Land, nor at Land | 
by: how to ſquander what they have gain'd at Sea. To Men | 
like theſe it may eaſily be imagined that no Encouragement 
qua] to the Temptation of preſent Gain, and the Oppor- | g 
unity of preſent Pleaſure, | 
« Of this any Man, Sir, may convince himſelf, who ſhall | . 
al to a Crew but half an Hour; for he ſhall find few among 5 
them, who will not for a ſmall Sum of preſent Money, ſell 
any diſta nt Proſpect of Affluence or Happineſs. 
Whether I am miſtaken in my Opinion, the honourable 
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* Members who have long commanded in the naval Service, ö 0 
ue = ; | 1 
an <fily determine; and I doubt not but they will agree, * 
that no Motive can be propoſed to a Sailor equivalent to im- | 

i mediate Reward.” 4 
br William Yonge. . | 


n. 


© That ſome Diſtinction ought to be made to the Advan- 
tige of Voluntiers, if we intend to mann our Fleet without 
Compulſion, is obvious and inconteltable; and to avoid the 
Neceſſny of Compulſion ought to be the chief End of this 
Bill; for nothing can be leſs to the Advantage of the Nation, 
than to contioue the Uſe of ſuch ungrateful Methods, and 
yet increaſe the public Expence. 

We ought, therefore, in my Opinion, to determine upon 
ſome peculiar Reward, either to be advanc'd upon their 
Entrance into the Service, or paid at their Diſmiſſion from 
it. 

But as I ſee, Sir, no Reaſon for hoping that all the En- 
coaragement which can be offer'd, will raile Voluntiers in a 
ſuffieient Number to ſecure our Navigation, and affert out 
Vol. VII. E e 5 Soveteignty, 


4 
. 


Sir Willlam 
Yonge. 
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Anno 14, Geo Sovereignty, it ſeems not proper to confine our Conſaltatign, 


II. 740. 


Sir John 
Burnard. 


ment may be given by his Majeſty, without a new Law 
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to this Part of the Bill; for ſince Compulſion is on many 
Occaſions apparently neceſſary, ſome Method requires to he 
confider'd, in which it may be legal. 7 a 

What new Power ought to be placed in the Magiſtrate fi 
what Time, and what Reſtrictions, I am far from afumir 
the Province of determining; but that ſome Meaſures mul 
be taken for compelling thoſe who cannot be perſuade, 
and diſcovering thoſe that will not offer themſelves, cannot 
admit of Doubt; and as the Magiſtrate is at preſent withoy 
any Authority for this Purpoſe, it is evident that his Power 
muſt be extended for the ſame Reaſon as it was given in it 
preſent Degree, the genera] Benefit of the whole Con. 
munity , | 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 


If the Intent of this Bill be to enable one Part of the 
Nation to enſlave the other; if the plauſible and inviting 
Proteflions of encouraging and increaſing Seamen, are ty 
terminate in Violence, Conſtraint, and Oppreſſion; it is un- 
neceſſary to dwell longer upon particular Clauſes. The 
Intention of the Bill is deteſtable, and deſerves not the Cere- 
mony of Debate, or the Forms of common Regard. 

« If a Man, Sir, is liable to be forc'd from the Care of hi; 
own private Affairs, from his favourite Schemes of Life, 
from the Engagements of domeitic Tenderneſs, or the 
Proſpect of near Advantage, and ſubjected, without his Con- 
ſent, to the Command of one whom he hates, or dreads, ot 
perhaps deſpiſes, it requires no long Argument to ſhew, that 
by whatever Authority he is thus treated, he is reduced to 
the Condition of a Slave, to that abject, to that hateful State, 
which every Engliſhman has been taught to avoid at the 
Hazard of his Life. | 

It is therefore evident, that the Law which tends to confer 
ſucha Power, ſubverts our Conſtitution as far as its Effects 
extend; a Conſtitution, which was originally formed as a 
Barrier againſt Slavery, and which one Age after another has 
endeavour'd to ſtrengthen. 

Such a Power, therefore, in whatever Hands it may be 
lo0g'd, I ſhall always oppoſe. It is dangerous, Sir, to en- 
truſt any Man with abſolute Dominion, which is ſeldom 
known to be impartially exerciſed, and which often makes 
theſe corrupt and inſolent, whom it finds benevolent and 
honeſt. 


Ihe Bill propoſes only Encouragement; and Encourage- 


E 
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1 1s therefore draw up an Addreſs, and ceaſe to debate, Anno 14, Geo 


any e is no ProſpeQ of Agreement.” IL. 17 40. 
T owl = : n A 

Mr. Winnington. 
y for S IR, 
lng The Payment of an annual Salary will, in my Opinion, be Mr. Winning- 
nut , the laſt Degree inconvenient and dangerous. The yearly ton. 
led xpence has been already eſtimated, and ariſes to a Sum 1 
net er formidable in our preſent State. Nor is the Neceſſity 8 
'out r adding to the Public Burthen, a Burthen which is already 1 
ver d to be borne, the only Objection to this Propoſal. 
it Nothing can more contribute to diſpirit the Nation, than 1 


o protract the Conſequences ofa War, and to make the Ca- 
Lmity felt, when the Pleaſures of Victory and ['riumph 
jave been forgotten; we ſhall be inclin'd rather to bear Op- 
preſſion and Lnſalt, than endeavour after Redreſs, if we ſubj-ct 
ourſelves and our Polterity to endleſs Exactions. | 
« TheExpences of the preſent Proviſion for ſaperannuated 
ind difabled Sailors, is no inconſiderable Tax upon the Pub- 
ic, which is not leſs burthen'd by it for the Manner of col- 
ting it, by a Deduction from the Sailors Wages ; for, whe. 
ever pays it immediately, it is the ultimate Gift of the Na- 
tion, and the utmoſt that can be allowed for this Purpoſe, 

it mult be confeſſed, Sir, the Perſons entitled to the Penſion 
are not ſufficiently diſtioguiſh'd in the Bill; by which, as it 
now ſtands, any of the worthleſs Superfluities of a Ship, even 
the Servants of the Captains, may, after five Years, put in 
their Demand, and plunder that Nation which they never 
ferv'd, | 
Nor do I think, Sir, the Efficacy of this Method will bear 
any Proportion to the Expence of it ; for I am of Opinion, 
that few of the Sailors will be much affected by the Proſpect 
ofa future Penſion. I am therefore for dazzling them with 
Five Pounds to be given them at their Entrance, which will 
be but a fingle Payment, and probably fill our Fleets with 
greater Expedition, than Methods which appear more refin'd, 
and the EffeQs of deeper Meditation,” 


Lord Gage. 
SIX, 


Nothing is more clear than that a yearly Penſion will Lord gg 
durthen the Nation without any Advantage; and as it will 

give Occaſion to innumesable Frauds, it is a Method which 

ought to be rejected. : 

As to the new Power, Sir, which is propoſed to be placed 

in the Hands of the Magiſtrates, it undoubtedly reduces every 

»allor to a State of Slavery, and is inconſiſtent with that na- 
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Anno 14. Geo tural Right to Liberty, which is confirmed and ſecured by oy 


II. 1740 


Mr. Pelham. 


leaſt, Gentlemen ſhou'd remit the Ardour of Diſputation, «4 


Means. That our Affairs will not admit of long Suſpe ner, 


6212) 


Conſlitution. The Bill therefore is, in my Opinion, deer 
tive in all its Parts, of a Tendency generally Pernicious, en; 
cannot be amended but by rejecting it,” 


Mr. Pelham. 


S 1 R, | 
I cannot but think it neceſſary, that, on this Occafion 


lay the Arts of Rhetoric aſide, that they ſhould reſerve den 
Wit and their Satire for Queſtions of leſs Importance, ald 


unite, for once, their Endeavours, that this Aff ir may wee *; 
with no Obſtruct ions but from its natural Difficulty, 1] 

We are now, Sir, engaged in a War with a Nation, if 12 
of the firſt Rank in Power, yet by no Means contem ai the 
in uſelf; and, by its Alliances, extremely formidable. , 15 
arc ex poſed, by the Courſe of our Trade, and the Situation y Ger 
our Enemies, to many inevitable Lofles, and have no Men; ur 


of picventing our Merchants from being ſeized, without 
Danger or Expence to the Spaniards, but by covering the d 
with our Squadrons, | 

Nor are we, Sir, to ſatisfy ourſelves with barely defeating 
the Deſigns of the Spaniards; our Honour demands that ue 
ſhould force them to Peace upon advantageous Terms; tha: 
we ſhould not repulſe, but attack them; not only preſctic 
our own Trade ard Poſſeſſions, but endanger theirs. 

It is by no Means certain, Sir, that, in the Protecution 0! 
thele Deſigns, we ſhall not be interrupted by the ]nterell or 
J-alouſy of a Nation far more powerful, whoſe Forces de 
ought therefore to be able to reſiſt. 

A vigorous Exertion of our Strength will probably either 
Intimidate any other Power that may be inclin'd to attack u, 
or enable us to repel the Injuries that ſh-11 be offered: Diſcord 
and Delay can only confirm our open Enemies in their O5. 
ſtinacy, and animate thoſe that have hitherto concealed th: 
Malignity to declare againſt us, 

* It is, therefore, Sir, in nodegree prudent to aggravate the 
Inconveniencies of the Meafures propoſed, for accompliſhi:1 
what every Man ſeems equally to deſire; to declaim Apa! 
the Expedients offered in the Bill as pernicious, unjutt, ard 
oppreſhve, contributes very little to the Production of bet“ 


and that the prejent Methods of railing Seamen are not cHec- 
tual, is univerſally allowed; it therefore evidently follo%”, 
Sir, that ſome other mult be ſpeedily ſtruck out. 

I think it neceſſary to propoſe, that the Houſe be reſol u 
into a Committee to-morrow Morning; and hope all e 
| | | aſſemble 
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* 

\femble on this Occaſion, will bring with them no other Paſ- Anno 14, Geo. 
don than Zeal for their Country." IL. 1740. 


The Speaker then reſumed the Chair, and the Chairman of 9 
the Committee reported, that they had made ſome Progrels ; 
nd defir'd Leave to fit again. * | 
The 3d. Agreed to the Report of a Bill for opening a 
Trade to and from Perfia thro' Ruflia : Ordered it to be en- 
roſſed. = 1 | 

: Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for the more eaſy 
Recovery of Small Debts : Ordered it to the Lords. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill to indemnify Proteſt- 
ant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, &c, 

The 4th. In a grand Committee took into further Conſi- 
geration the Bill for the Encouragement of Seamen, and for 
the ſpeedier Manning his Majeſty's Fleet, when a Clauſe was 
cer d, by which 51. was propoſed to be advanced to an able 
Seaman, and 31. to every other Man that ſhould enter volun- 
arily into his Majeſty's Service, after 20 Days and within 60, 


Mr. Winnington. 


SI Ry 
ing « This is a Clauſe in which no Oppoſition can be appre- Mr. Winning 
we hended, as thoſe Gentlemen who declared their Diſapproba- ton. 
hat tion of the former, were almoſt unanimous in propoſing this 
due Expedient, as the leaſt expenſive, and the molt likely to 
ſucceed. | 


« The Time for the Reception of Voluntiers upon thls 
Condition, is, Sir, in my Opinion, judiciouſly determined, If 
it was extended to a greater length, or leſt uncertain, the Re- 
ward would loſe its Ffficacy, the Sailors would neglect that 
hich they might accept at any time, and would only have 
ecourſe to the Ships of War when they could find no other 
Impioy ment. | 

vet I cannot conceal my Aprehenſions, that this Bounty 
will not alone be ſufficient to man our Fleets with proper Ex- 
dedition; and that as Allurements may be uſeful on one 
:and, Force will be found neceſſary on the other, that the 
allors may not only be incited to engage in the Service by 
Hopes of a Reward, but by the Fear of having their Negli- 
zence to accept it puniſhed, by being compell'd into the ſame 
Service, and forfeiting their Claim by ſtaying to be com- 
pell'd.“ 

Lord Baltimore. 

81 R, 

« Tothe Reward propoſed in this Clauſe, I have declared ws 
in the former. Conference on this Bill, that I have no Ob- Baltimore 

jection, 
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Anno 14, Geo. jection, and therefore have no Amendment to propoſe, eꝝ 
11. 17 40. cept with regard to the Time limited for the Payment, 
As our need of Seamen, Sir, is immediate, Why ſhqy|z 
not a Law for their Encouragement immediately operate] 
What Advantages can ariſe from Delays? Or why is, 
that proper to be advanced now, that will be proper i 
twenty D:ys? That all the Time between the Enaction arg 
Operation of this Law muſt be loſt, is evident; for who vj 
enter for two Pounds, that may gain five by with-holding 
himſelf from the Service twenty Days longer ? 
Nor do I think the Time now limited ſufficient ; many 
Sailors who are now in the Service of the Merchants, may 
not return ſoon enough to lay Claim to the Bounty, why 
would gladly accept of it, and who will either not ſerve the 
Crown without it, or will ſerve with Diſguſt and Complaints; 
as the Loſs of it cannot be imputed to their Backwarducß, 
but to an Accident againſt which they could not provide“ 


Mr. Winnington. 


8 I R, peel 
Mr. Winning Tho' I think the Time now fixed by the Bi! ſufficient rail 
ton. as I hope that our preſent Exigency will be but of ſhort Con- Wa 


tinuance, and that we ſhall ſoon be able to raiſe Naval For. 
ces at a cheaper Rate, yet, as the Reaſons alledged for an Al. 
teration of the Time may appear to athers of more Weight 
than to me, I ſhall 8, Et. the Amendment.“ 


Sir John Barnard. 


811. vp 
Sir John With regard to the Duration of the Time fixed for the 1 
Barnard. Advancement of this Bounty, we may have Leiſure to delibe- 


rate; but ſurely it muſt be readily granted by thoſe who 
have expatiated ſo copiouſly upon the preſent Exigencies cf 
eur Affairs, that it ought immediately to commence, And 
if this be the general Determination of the Houſe, nothing 
can be more proper than to addreſs his Majeſty to offer, by 
Proclamation, an Advance of five Pounds, inſtead of two, 
which have been hitherto given; that, while we are concert- 
ing other Meaſures for the Advantage of our Country, thoſe 
in which we have already concurred, may be put in exe- 
cution.“ | 


Mr. Pulteney. 


S 1 RK, 
« I take this Opportunity to lay before the Houſe a 
rievance which very much retards the Equipment of our 
Fieets, and which mult be redreſſed before any Meaſures for 
xeconciling 


ir PUeney. g 
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+h the leaſt Probability of Succeſs. 


eteſtation of the King's Service, it is not neceſſary to raiſe 
de Wages of the Seamen, it is neceſſary only to ſecure them: 
is neceſſa ry to deſtroy thoſe hateful Inſects that fatten in 


p geneſs and Debauchery, upon the Gains of the Induſtrious 
d Honeſt. 
% 2 When a Sailor, Sir, after the Fatigues and Hazards of 


long Voyage, brings his Ticket to the Pay. Office, and de- 
nands his Wages, the deſpicable Wretch to whom he is o- 


I bliged to apply, looks upon his Ticket with an Air of Im- 
fy portance, acknowledges his Right, and demands a Reward 


or preſent Payment; with which Demand, however exorbi- 
ant, the Neceſſities of his Family oblige him to comply. 
In this manner, Sir, are the Wives of the Sailors alſo 
treated when they come to receive the Pay of their Huſ- 
hands; Women, diſtreſſed, friendleſs, and unſupported; they 
ne obliged to endure every Inſult, and to yield to every Op- 
preſſion. And to ſuch a Height do theſe mercileſs Exactors 
nile their Extortions, that ſometimes a third Part of the 
Wages is deducted. 

« Thus, Sir, do the vileſt, the meaneſt of Mankind, plun- 
ter thoſe who have the higheit Claim to the Eſteem, the 
Gratitude, and the Protection of their Country. This is 
the Hardſhip which with-holds the Sailors from our Navies, 
and forces them to ſeek for kinder Treatment in other Coun- 
ries. This Hardſhip, Sir, both Juſtice and Prudence call 
upon us to remedy ; and while we neglect it, all our Delibe- 
ntions will be ineffectual. 


Mr. Southwell. 
S1R,. Ny 


tleman who ſpoke leſt, I have myſelf known an Inſtance, 
too remarkable not to be mentioned. A Sailor in Ireland, 
after his Voyage, met with ſo much Difficulty in ebtaining 


ſubmitting to the Reduction of near a ſixth Part. Such are 
the Grievances with which thoſe are oppreſſed, upon whom 
the Power, Security, and Happineſs of the Nation are ac- 
knowledged to depend.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sin, 


anciling the Sailors to the public Service can be purſued Anno! 4, Geo. 
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« Obſervation, Sir, has informed me, that to remove the 
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Of the Hardſhips mentioned by the Honourable Gen- Mr. Southwel! 


bis Wages, that he was at length reduced to the Neceſſity of 


It is not without Sur prize that J hear the Diſguſt of sir Rob 
the Sailors aicribed to any Irregularity in the Payment of Walpole. 
their 
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Anno 14, Geo. their Wages, which were never in any former Reign ſo pung,, 


I 1740. 


% 


The Speaker. 
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ally diſcharged. They receive, at preſent, twelve Moni, 
Pay in eighteen Months, without Deductipn; ſo that there, 
never more than fix Months for which any Demand remain, 
unſatisfied 
But, Sir, the Punctuality of the Payment has produces 

of late great Inconveniencies; for there has been ſrequent y 
a Neceſſity of removing Men from one Ship to another, 
and it 15 the ſtated Rule of the Pay-Office, to aſſign every Ag 
ſo removed his full Pay. Theſe Men, when the Govem. 
ment is no longer indebted to them, take the fiſt Opportun. 
ty of deſerting the Service, and engaging in Buſineſs to which 
they are more inclined. - 

bis is not a chimerical Complaint founded upon rare 
Inſtances, and produced only to counterbalance an Objection; 
the Fact and the Conſequences are well known, fo well, that 
near 1400 Sailors are computed to have been loit by thi 
Practice.“ 


The Speaker. 
SI x, 1 


The Nature of the Employment with which I am en- 
truſted, makes it my Duty to endeavour that this Queltion 
may be clearly underſtood, and the Condition of the Sramen, 
with Regard to the Reception of their Pay, juſtly repreſent 
ed. 

« I have not been able to diſcover that any Sailor upon 
producing his Ticket, was ever obliged to ſubmit to the De. 
duction of any Part of his Wages, nor ſhould any Clerk or 
Officer under my Inſpection, eſcape for ſuch Oppreſſion, the 
ſevereſt Puniſhment, and moſt public Cenſure; I would give 


him up to the Law without Reſerve, and mark him as inf.. 'en 
mcus and unworthy of any Truſt or Employment. me 
gut there are Extortioners, Sir, by which thoſe unhappy Lit 


Men, after having ſerv'd their Country with Honeſty and los 
Courage, are deprived of the lawful Gains of Diligence and 


Labour. There are Men to whom it is uſual amonglt the Sai- Th 
lors to mortgage their Pay before it becomes due, who never Ey 
advance their Money but upon ſuch Terms, as cannot be ſe 
mention'd without Indignation. Theſe Men advance the bi 
Sum which is ſtipulated, and by Virtue of a Letter of Attor- iſt 
ney are re imburs'd at the Pay-Office. ln 

* This Corruption is, I fear, not confin'd to particular In 
Places, but has ſpread even to the Weſt-Indies, where, as it th; 


his own Country, the poor Sailor is ſeduced, by the Tempta- 
tion of preſent Money, to fell his Labour to Extortioners al 
and Uſurers. V 

6 i 


( 217 ) 
« f appeal to the Gentleman whether the Inſtance which Anno 14, Geo. 
mentioned was not of this Kind. I appeal to him with- IL 17.40. 

u Apprehenſion of receiving an Antwer that can tend to 

validate what I have aſſerted. 


f Mr. Southwell own'd it was by a Letter of Attorney. ] 


This, Sir, is indeed a Grievance pernicious and oppreſſive, 

-hich no Endeavours of mine ſha!l be deficient in attempting 

remove; for by this the Sailor is condemn'd, notwith- 

anding his Induſtry and Succeſs, to perpetual Poverty, and 

labour only for the Benefit of his Plunderer.“ 

The Clauſes were then read, Empowering the Juſtices of ; Janne —_ 
he Peace, &c. to iſſue Warrants to the Conſtables, &c. to 3 ore 
nake general privy Searches, by Day or Night, for finding men. 

ut and ſecuring ſuch Seamen and Seafaring Men as lie hid 

or conceal themſelves; and making it lawiul for the Officers 

pointed to make ſuch Searches, to force open the Doors 

if any Houſe where they hall ſuſpect ſuch Seamen to be 

oncealed, if Entrance be not readily admitted; and for fix- 

Inga Penalty on thoſe who ſhall harbour or conceal any Sea- 

nen. 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, Debate theres 


We have been hitherto deliberating upon Queſtions, in 8. John 
which Diverſity of Opinions might naturally be expected, gurnard. 
and in which every Man might indulge hi- own Opinion, 
whatever it might be, without ny dangerous Conſequences 
to the Public. But the Clauſes now before us are of a diffe- 
l rent kind; Clauſes which cannot be read without Aſtoniſh- 
nent and Indignation, nor defended without betraying the 
J Liberty of the belt, the braveſt, and moſt uſeful of our Fel- 
d lo. Subjects. 
d * It theſe Clauſes, Sir, ſhould paſs into a Law, a Sailor 
ind a Slave will become Terms of the ſame Signification. 


er Every Man who has devoted himielf to the moſt uſeful Pro- 
e fon, and moſt dangerous Service of his Country, will ſee 
ie limſelf deprived of every Advantage which he has laboured 
. w obtain, and made the mere paſſive Property of thoſe who 
ye in Security by his Valour, and owe to his Labour that 
ir Influence which bardens them to Inſenſibility, and that Pride 
n lat ſwells them to Ingratitule. 
- * Why muſt the Sailors alone, Sir, be marked out from 


7 - the other Orders of Men for Ignominy and Miſery ? 
Why mult they be ranked with the Enemies of Society, 

I lopped like Vagaboends, and purſued like the Thief and the 
Vol VII. ; F Ff Murderer, 


q 
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Anno 14, Geo Murderer, by public Officers? How or when have they for 
II. 1240. feited the common Privilege of human Nature, or the genera 
Protection of the Laws of their Country? If it is 3 jul 
Maxim, Sir, that he who contributes moſt to the Welfare 
the Public, deſerves moſt to be protected in the Enjoyment 
of his private Right or Fortune, (a Principle which lurely 
will not be controverted) where is the Man that dares füt 
forth and aſſert, that he has juſter Claims than the brave, jj, 
honeſt, the diligent Sailor? | 
Il I am extremely unwilling, Sir, to engage in ſo invidion 
an Undertaking, as the Compariſon of the harmleſs, ingf 
fenfive, reſolute Sailor, with thoſe who think themſelves er. 
titled to treat him with Contempt, to overlook his Merit, 
invade his Liberty, and laugh at his Remonſtrances. 
Nor is it, Sir, neceſſary to dwell upon the peculiar Me. 
rit of this Body; of Men it is ſufficient that they have the 
{ame Claims, founded upon the ſame Reaſons with our own; 
that they have never forfeited them by any Crime, 28d 
therefore that they cannot be taken away, without the mol 
flagrant Violation of the Laws of Nature, of Reaſon, aud 
of our Country, | 
Let us conſider the preſent Condition of a Sailor, le 
us reflect a little upon the Calamities to which Cuſtom, tho 
not Law, has already made him ſubje&, and it will ſure) 
not be thought that his Unhappineſs needs any Appravation, 
He is already expoſed to be forced, upon his Retun 
from a tedious Voyage, into new Hardſhips, without the Ii. 
termiſſion of a Day, and without the Sight of his Family; 
he is liable, after a Contract for a pleaſing and painful Voy- 
age, to be hurried away from his Proſpects of Intereſt, and 


condemned, amidſt Oppreſſion and Inſolence, to Labour and Cc 
to Danger, almoſt without the Poſſibility of a Recompence im 
He has neither the Privilege of chuſing his Commander, nor Wi th 
of leaving him when he is defrauded and opprefled. 00 
« Theſe, Sir, I ſay, are the Calamities to which he is nov de 
ſubject, but there is now a Poſſibility of eſcaping them. He in 
is not yet deprived of the Right of Reſiſtance, or the Power WW tz 
of Flight; he may now retire to his Friend, and be pro- p. 
tected by him; he may take Shelter in his own Cottage, and ö 
treat any Man as a Robber, that ſhall attempt to force hi C 
Doors. | m 
When any Crews are returning Home in Time «i it 


War, they are acquainted with the Dangers of an Impreſ, s 
but they comfort themſelves with contriving Stratagems t0 

elude it, or with the Proſpect of obtaining an Exemption from \ 

it by the Favour of their Friends: Proſpects which = _ t 
Ece1tu, 
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ſupport their Spirits, and animate their Induſtry. 


 fead of amuſing himſelf on his Return, with the Prof- 
pecls of Eaſe, or of Pleaſure, will conſider his Country as a 
Place of Slavery, a Reſidence leſs to be deſired than any o- 
der Part of the World. He will probably ſeek, in the Ser- 
ice of ſome foreign Prince, a kinder Treatment, and will 
not fail, in any Country but his own, to ſee himſelf at leaſt 
ana Level with other Men. | 

« Nor will this Bill, Sir, only give the Seamen new Rea- 


Grievances which already have produced a Deteſtation of 
the public Service, ſcarcely to be conquered. 

Me. « The Officers of the Navy, Sir, will hardly be made 

| inſolent by an Increaſe of Power; they whoſe Tyranny 


has already alienated their Fellow Subjects from the King's 
an Service, tho* they could only depend upon the Charac- 
nol er of Probity and Moderation for the Proſpect of manning 
ard their Ships in ſucceeding Expeditions, will probably, when 
they are animated by a Law like this, and made abſolute 
q both by Land and Sea, indulge themſelves in the Enjoyment 
ho of their new Authority, contrive new Hardſhips and Oppreſ- 
e bons, and tyrannize without Fear and without Mercy. Thus, 
al. Sir, will the Bill not only be tyrannical in itſelf, but the Pa- 
1 rent of Tyranny ; it will give Security to the Cruel, and 


Confidence to the Arrogant. ; 
That any Man, at leaſt any Man bred from his Infancy 
to change his Reſidence, and accuſtomed to different Cli- 
mates and to foreign Nations, will fix by Choice in that 
Country where he finds the worſt Reception, is hardly to be 
imagined. We ſee, indeed, that Men unqualified to ſupport 
| themſelves in other Countries, or who have, by long Cuſtom, 
contraſted a Fondneſs for particular Methods of Life, will 
bear very uncomfortable Circumſtances, without endeavour- 
ing to improve their Conditions by a Change of their Habi- 
tations, But the Temper of a Sailor, acquainted with all 
Parts, and indifferent to all, is of another kind. Such, Sir, 
5 his Love of Change, arifing either from Wantonneſs or 
Curioſity, that he is hard to be retained by the kindeſt Treat- 
ment and moſt liberal Rewards, and will therefore never 
irugple with his habitual Diſpoſitions, only to continue in a 
date of Slavery, | 

* I think it therefore, Sir, very evident that this new 
Method of encouraging Sailors will be ſo far from increaſing 
tem, that it may probably drive them out of the Kingdom, 
F fs an 


4ceitful, and Stratagems frequently defeated, but which yet Ann 14, Geo; 
But if this Bill, Sir, ſhould become a Law, the Sailor, NY 


en of Diſguſt, but it will tend likewiſe to aggravate thoſe 
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Auno r4,Geo.and at once ruin our Trade and our Navy ; at once beg ve 


and diſarm us. | every 
Let me now ſuppoſe, Sir, for a Moment, the Bil} |, ue 
pernictous in its Conſequences, and conſider only the Dj. 1 


culties of executing it. Every Sea-faring Man is to be ſejy4y appre 
at Pleaſure by the Magiſtrate ; but what Definition is gen 
of a Sea faring Man? Or by what Characteriſtic is the . were 
gillrate to diſtinguiſh him? I have never been able to dif. 
ver any Particularities in the form of a Seaman that my 
him out from the reſt of the Species. There is, indeed, |, 
Servility in his Air, and leſs Effeminacy in his Face, then 
in thoſe that are commonly to be ſeen in Drawing-Roon, 
in Brothels, and at Reviews; but I know not that a Sezmzy 
can be diſtinguiſhed from any other Man of equal Incufry 
or Uſe, who has never enervated himſelf by Vice, nor pe. 
liſhed himſelf into Corruption. So that this Bill, Sir, if | 
ſhall paſs into a Law, will put it at once in the Power of the 
Magiſtrate to diſpoſe of Seamen at his Picaſure, and to term 
whom he pleaſes a Seaman, | | 
Another Expedient, Sir, has been offered on this Ocez. 
ſion not equally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the 
End in View, It is propoled to relirain the Merchants hem 
giving Wage beyond a certain Rate, on the Suppoſition that 
the Sailors have no Motive but that of larger Wages, to pre. 
fer the Service of the Merchants to that of the Crown. 


This, Sir, is a Miſtake which might eaſily ariſe from 2 w/ 
partial and imperfe&t Knowledge of i.e Affair, with which A 
very few Gentlemen have Opportunities of being well a. ar 
quainted. The Wages, Sir, are the ſmalleſt Inducement: = 
which fix the Seamen in ber Choice. The Profpett of 70 
kinder Treatment, the Certa / of returning Home in a P 


fixed Time, and the Power of chufiry what Voyages they 
will undertake, cannot but be acknowledges very realonab!s P 
Motives of Preference, r 

On the contrary, Sir, when they are once engaged in: ] 
Ship of War, they know neither whither they are going. g 
what Dangers they ſhall encounter, what tiardſhips we 4 
ſhall ſuffer, nor when they ſhall be diſmiſſed. 

* Befices, Sir, I do not think it poſſible by any Law i» 
limit the Wages to be paid by Merchants, fance they wi. 
change the Term of Wages into that of a Preſent, or adm 
the Sailors to a ſmall Share in the Freight, and ſo all the Pre- 
caution we can take will become ineffectual. a 

In the mean time, Sir, how much ſhall we embarraſs our 
own Commerce, and impair our natural Strength, the Power 
of our Fleets? We ſhall terrify our Sailors on the one Hand, 
and endeavour to ſtarve them on the other; we ſtall * on 

| rive 
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rive them from us by unheard. of Severities, but take away Anno 14, Ce 
every Motive that can induce them to expoſe themſelves to II. 1740. 
be Danger of ſuffering them. . c 
Dis If we conſider, Sir, with what Effect Methods nearly 
che zpproaching theſe were practiſed in the Reign of the late 
Queen Anne, we ſhall find that not more than 1500 Seamen 


iy 

. were raiſed, and thoſe at the Expence of more than y4oool. 
ic. oo that the Effects bore no Proportion to the Means ; our 
e lass were infringed, and our Conſtitution violated to no 
WT ug 

then « But what Reaſon, Sir, can be aſſigned for which it muſt 
ms, de more difficult to ſupply the Fleet now with Sailors than 
man 2t any other Pime ? This War, Sir, was demanded by the 
fry public Voice, in purſuance of the particular Remonſtrances 
pe. of the Merchants, and it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Sai- 
f it lors, or any other Body of Men, engage in it with a parti- 
the cular Reluctance. 

im ] am therefore inclined to believe that the Suſpicion of 


great Numbers hid in the Country, at a Diſtance from the 
Coaſts, is merely chimerical ; and that if we ſhould paſs 
this Bill, we ſhould do nothing more than grant an oppreſl- 
five and unconſtitational Power of Search for what in reality 
in not to be found. 

© How oppreſſive this Power may become in the Hands of 
2 corrupt or inſolent Magiſtrate, any Man may diſcover 
who remembers that the Magiſtrate is made Judge, without 
Appeal, of his own Right to denominate any Man a Sailor, 
and that he may break open any Man's Doors at any Time, 
without alledging any other Reaſon than his own Suſpicion ; 
o that no Man can ſecure his Houſe from being ſearched, or, 
perhaps, his Perſon from being ſeiz d. e 

It may indeed be alledged, Sir, that this will be only a tem- 
porary Law, and is to ceaſe with the Exigence that made it 
neceſſary : But long Experience has inform'd us, that ſevere 
Jaws are enacted more readily than they are repeal'd; and 
that moſt Men are too fond of Power to ſuffer willingly the 
Diminution of it, 

But, Sir, though the Law ſhould not be perpetuated, every 
Precedent of an Infringment of our Conſtitution, makes Way 
for our Diſſolution ; and the very Ceſſation of an oppreſſive 
Law, may be a Plea hereafter for the Revival of it. 

This Bill therefore muſt be confeſſed to be at once vie- 
lent and ineffectual; to be a Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of 
Juſtice to particular Men, without any Proſpect of real Be- 
nefit to the Community; and therefore cannot be paſſed 
without deviating at once from Prudence and our Conſtitu- 
tion, | 


Captain 
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* _— Captain Cornwall, 

A i. © Six. a 

Capt. Corn- I have obſerv'd, Sir, that every Man is apt to think 
wall. 


Sir Robert 
Walpole 


himſelf ill treated, who is not treated according to his on 
Opinion of his Deſerts, and will endeavour to diffuſe his ou 
Notion of the Partiality and Tyranny of the Naval Officers 
general Clamours therefore are little to be regarded, f 

* I have had, from my early Years, a Command in the 
Sea Service, and can aſſert, that I never knew more than 


one Inſtance of Injuſtice, and that was puniſhed with the Seve. 
rity it deſerved.” 


Sir Robert Walpole, 
SIR, 

« It is with uncommon Satis action that I ſee every 
Clauſe of this Bill regularly debated, without unbecomin 
Impatience, or paſſionate Exclamations. I am willing ty 
collect from this Conduct, that the Diſpoſition of every Gen. 
tleman 1s, on this Occaſion, the ſame with my own ; and that 
every Expedient here propos'd will be diligently examined, 
and either be ſeriouſly approved, or be calmly rejecled. 

* Such Coolneſs and Impartiality, Sir, is certainly requi. 
red by the Importance of the preſent Queſtion ; a Queſtion 
which cannot but influence the Proſperity of the Nation for 
many Years. 

It is not neceſſary to remind any Gentlemen of the Im. 
portance of our Trade, of the Power of the Enemy againit 
whom we have declar'd War in Defence of it, or of the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſhewing the World that our Declarations of War 
are not empty Noiſes, or Farces of Reſentment. But it may 
be proper, Sir, to remark, that this is not the only Enemy, 
nor the moſt powerful, whoſe Attempts we have Reaſon © 
provide againſt, and who may oblige us to exert our whole 
Power, and practiſe every Expedient to increaſe our Forces. 

* The War has been hitherto proſecuted with the utmo!. 
Vigour, with all the Attention that its Importance requires, 
and with Succeſs not diſproportioned to our Preparatiors ; 
nor will it ever be ſuffered to languiſh, if the Powers nc- 
ceſſary for carrying it on are not denied. 

Nothing is more evident, Sir, than that the natural Pow. 
er of the Nation conſiſts in its Fleets, which are now, by 
the Care of the Government, ſo numerous, that the united 

Power of many Nations cannot equal them. But what are 
Fleets unfurniſhed with Men? How will they maintain the 
Dominion of the Sea, by lying unactive in our ane” : 
e That 
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« That no Methods hitherto uſed have been ſufficient to Anno 14, Geo. 
nan our Navies, and that our Preparations have therefore II. 194. 
been little more than an expenſive Shew of War, the whole 
Nation is ſufficiently inform'd ; it is therefore not doubtful 
that ſome new Meaſures muſt be taken; whether any better 
can be ſuggeſted than are offered in this Bill, muſt be en- 

uired. 

With regard, Sir, to the Clauſe now under our Conſide- 
ation, it is to be remembred, that little more is propoſed by 
+ than to add the Sanction of Legality to a Power which has 
long been exerciſed by the Admiralty, without any other Au- 
thority than that of long Preſcription, the Power of iſſuing 
Warrants of Impreſs upon emergent Occaſions, by which Sai- 
lors are forced into the public Service. 

This Power, in its preſent State, muſt be allow'd to have 
no Foundation in any Law, and by Conſequence, to be unli- 
mited, arbitrary, and eaſily abuſed, and upon the whole, to 
be juſtifiable only by Neceſlity' : But that Neceſlity is ſo fre- 
quent, that it is often exerciſed, and therefore ought to be 
regulated by the Legiſlature ; and by ſuch Regulations, we 
may rather be ſaid to remove than introduce a Grievance. 

The Power of ſearching for Sailors, however it has been 
repreſented, is far from ſetting them on a Level with Felons, 
Murderers, or Vagabonds ; or indeed from diſtinguiſhing 
them, to their Diſadvantage, from the reſt of the Commu- 
nity, of which every Individual is obliged to ſupport the Ga- 
vernment. 

© Thoſe that poſſeſs Eſtates, or carry on Trade, transfer 
Part of their Property to the Public ; and theſe ought, by x 
Parity of Reaſon, to ſerve the Public in Perſon, that have no | 
Property to transfer. Every Man is ſecured by the Conſtitu- | it 
tion in the Enjoyment of his Life, his Liberty, or his For- 
tune; and therefore every Man ought reciprocally to defend 171 
the Conſtitution to which he is himſelf indebted for Safety . 
and Protection. 

© I am therefore, Sir, unable to diſcover in what corfiſts 
the Hardſhip of a Law by which no new Duties are enjoined, = 
nor any Ihing requir'd, which is not already every Man's 13 
Duty. Every Man, indeed, who is deſirous of evading the . 
Performance of any of the Duties of Society, will conſider 4 
every Compulſion as a Hardſhip, by which he is ovliged to 
contribute to the general Happineſs ; but his Murmurs will 
prove nothing but his own Folly and Ingratitude, and will 
certainly deſerve no Regard from the legiſlative Power, 

There is in the Bill before us, Sir, Encouragement ſuffi- 
cient for Voluntiers, and an Offer of greater Rewards than 
ſome Gentlemen think conſiſtent with the preſent State ow 
the 
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Anno 14, Geo the National Revenues ; and what remains to be done vit 
II. 1740. reſpect to thoſe who are deaf to all Invitations, and blind to 
WOW Ng all Offers of Advantage? Are they to fit at Eaſe only becays 
they are idle, or to be diſtinguiſh'd with Indulgence only 
for want ofdeſerving it? 
It ſeems generally granted, Sir, that ſuch Drones are the 
proper Objects for an Impreſs. Let us then ſuppoſe that 
every Man whois willing to ſerve his Country, has laid hoid 
of the Reward propoſed, and enter'd a Voluntier. The 
Fleets are not yet ſufficiently mann'd, more Sailors muſt be 
produc'd, Warrants are iſſued out in the common Form. 
The Negligent, the Imprudent, the Neceſſitous are taken. 
The Vigilant, the Cunning, and thoſe that have more 
Money find Shelter and eſcape. Can it be ſaid, that thoſe, 
whoſe Circumſtances, or good Fortune, enable them to {ecure 
| themſelves from the Officers of the Impreſs, deſerve any 
Exemption from the public Service, or from the Hardſhips 
to which their Companions are expoſed ? Have they diſ- 
charged their Debt of Gratitude to the Public ſo effecu- 
ally by running away from its Service, that no Search ought 
to be made after them ? It ſeems evident, that, if it was right 
to {eize the one, it is likewiſe right to purſue the other, and if 
it be right to purſot him, it is likewiſe right to hinder him 
from eicaping the Purſuers, It is then right to velt ſome 
Perſons with the Power of apprehending him, and in whom 
| is that Power to be lodg'd, but in the Civil Magiſtrate ? 
Every Man, Sir, is obliged by compulſive Methods to ſerve 
| bis Country, if he can be preval'd upon by no other. Ifany 
| Man ſhall refuſe to pay his Rates or his Taxes, will not his 
Gonds be ſeized by Force, and fold before his Face? If any 
particular Methods are propoſed for obliging Seamen to con- 
tribute to the public Safety, it is only becauſe their Service 
is more neceſſary upon more preſſing Occaſions than that of 
others; upon Occaſions that do not admit of Delay, without 

the Hazard of the whole Community. 

I muſt confeſs, Sir, there are many Inſtances in which 
the Hardſhips of the ſeafaring Part of the Nation are pecu- 
liar, and truly calamitous. A Sailor, after the Dangers and 
Toils of a long Voyage, when he is now in the Sight of the 
Port, where he hopes ro enjoy that Quiet which he has de- 
ſerv'd by fo long a Series of Fatigues, to repair the Injuries 
which his Health has ſuffer'd, by Change of Climate, and the 
Diet of the Ships, and to recover that Strength which incel- 

. fant Vigilance bas worn away. When he is in Expedctation 
of being received by his Family with thoſe Careſſes, which 
the Succours that he brings them naturally produce, and de- 
ſigns to reſt a while from Danger and from Care. In r* 

mi 


—— .. 


midſt of theſepleaſing Views, he is, on the ſudden, ſeiz'd by Anno 14, Geo, 


vi a Impreſs, and forc'd into a Repetition of all his Miſeries, 
Ito Mp ichout any Interval of Refreſhment. 


Uſe Let no Man, who can think without Compaſſion on ſuch 
scene as this, boaſt his Zeal for Freedom, his Regard for 

Bravery, or his Gratitude to thoſe who contribute to the 
he Wealth and Power of their Country; let every Man who 
et N eclares himſelf touched with the Pity which the lighteſt 
Id gellection, upon ſuch a Diſappointment, mult naturally pro- 
. lace, ſincerely endeavour to obviate the Neceſſity of ſuch 


oppreſive Meaſures, which may at lealt, in part, be prevented, 
by aligning to Magiſtrates the Power of hunting out of their 
Retreats, thoſe who neglect the Buſineſs of their Callings, 
and linger at once in Lazineſs and Want. 

« There are great Numbers who retire not from Wearineſs 
but Idleneſs, but an unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſion againſt the pub- 
lic Service; and ſurely nothing is more unreaſonable, than 
that bad Diſpoſitions ſhould be gratified, and that Induſtry 
ſhould expoſe any Man to Penalties. 


Man ſhould be exempted from an Impreſs, merely becauſe he 
fnds Means to eſcape it, or becauſe Idleneſs or Diſinclination 
to the public Service prompts him to abſcond. 

It any Men deſerve Indulgence, in Oppoſition to the De- 
mands of the Public, - they are rather thoſe who have alrea- 
dy in ſome Degree diſcharg'd their Duty to it, by contri- 
buting to bring in that Wealth which is the Conſequence of a 
proſperous and well-regulated Commerce, and without which 
War cannot be ſupported. 

« It is not without Grief and Regret, that I am obliged to 
repreſent on this Occaſion, the Obitrutions which the War 
has ſuffer'd from thoſe at whoſe Requeſt it was undertaken 
and to declare that the Conduct of the Merchants has afford- 
ed Proof that ſome Law of this Tendency is abſolutely neceſ- 
lary, 

The Merchants, Sir, who have ſo loudly complained 
of the Decline of Trade, the Interruption of Navigation, 
and the Infolence, Rapacity and Cruelty of the Spaniards ; 
tie Merchants who fi:led the Nation with Repreſentations of 
tier Hardſhips, Diſcouragemerts, and Miſeries, and lament - 
ed ia the molt public Manner, that they were the only Body 
tur whom the Legiſlature had no Regard, who were aban- 
doned to the Caprice of other Nations, were plundered 
Abroad, and negledted at Home; the Merchants, after 
having at length by their Importunities engaged the State 
in a War, of which they have themſelves certainly not the 
Vol VII. 6 leaſt 


Upon the whole, Sir, I am not able to diſcover, that any 


11, 17 40. 
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Baltimore. 
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now, when, by the natural Conſequences of a naval Armg. 
ment, Sailors become leſs numerous, and Ships more gig. 
cult to be equipp'd, contract in private with ſuch Sailors ,, 
they are inclin'd to employ, and conceal them in Garen 
hired for that Purpoſe, till the Freight is ready, or the Da. | 
ger of an Impreſs is paſt, and thus ſecure their own privat 
Affairs at the Hazard of the Public, and hinder the Open 
tions of a War, which they and they only ſollicited. 

« The Danger of having other Enemies than the Spaniards, 
Enemies more active, more powerful, and more ambitious 
has already been mention'd; a Danger ſonear, and ſo forni. 
dable, that he will not be thought very ſolicitous for his 
Country, whom the bare Mention of it does not alarm. Thi; 
Danger we are therefore to obviate by vigorous Preparation, 
and unanimous Reſolutions, nor do I doubt but both our 
Enemies, if they find us united, will repent of attacking u. 

Sir, the moſt efficacious Method of manning our Fleet, 
which Law or Cuſtom has yet put into our Hands, is that « 
ſuſpending our Commerce by an Embargo, and yet the whole 
Nation knows how much and by what Means it has been 
eluded ; no ſooner was it known that an Embargo was aid, 
than the Sailors flew away into the Country, or hid them. 
ſelves in Corners of this great City, as from the moſt formi. 
dable Danger; and no ſooner did the Embargo ceaſe, than 
the; Banks of the Rivers were again crowded with Sailors, 
and all the trading Veſſels were immediately ſupplied. 

As I cannot doubt, Sir, that every Gentleman is equal. 
ly zealous for the Succeſs of the War, and for the Proſperity 
of his Country; and as the Inſufficiency of the preſent Me. 
thods of providing for them is apparent, I hope that either 
the Regulations propoſed by this Bill, to which I ſee no im. 
portant Objections, or ſome other of equal Uſe, will be eſa. 
bliſhed by a general Concurrence,* 


Lord Baltimore. 


81 n, 


© Though no Gentleman in this Houſe can more ar- 
dently wiſh the Succeſs of the Britiſh Arms, or ſhall more 
willingly concur in any Meaſures that may promote it, yet 
I cannot agree to the Clauſe now under our Confideration. 
I diſapprove it both from moral and political Motives; I di- 


The Injuſtice of ſo flagrant an Invaſion of the Liberty 
of particular Men has been already expoſed ; nor is it, in my 
Opinion, leſs eaſy to diſcover the Imprudence of en 

5 


N 
approve it as neither juſt nor prudent. | 
{ 
| 
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by our Supplies at once, and ſweeping away all our Sailors, to Ann) 14, Geo 4 
-. Wlpply aa fingle Exigency. IL. 17 40. v8 
*. « [t has often been remarked, Sir, in Favour of a Stand.. "dt 
N ng Army, that it is requiſite to have a Number of regular # 
Perce, who, though too weak to oppoſe an Invaſion, might 1 
u be able to eſtabliſh Diſcipline in a larger Body. An Obler- 34 
* vition which may, with much greater Jutineſs, be applied to 287 
0 the Seamen, whoſe Art is much more difficult to be attained, mY: 
2 :nd who are equally neceſſary in War and Peace. bf 
ry « If our Stock of Seamen, Sir, be deftroy'd, if there is not bt! 
bi ef; in our trading Veſſels a ſufficient Number of experienc'd vl 
is Artiſts to initiate Novices, and propagate the Proſeſſion, not lt 
1 only our Ships of War mult lie uſeleſs, but our Commerce 4] 
8 ink to nothing. | 7 
Nor have I reaſon to believe the Naval Power of France ö 0 
k {oformidable, as that we ought to be terrify'd, by the Appre- , 

F henfions of it, into any extraordinary Methods of Procedure. \ 


[am informed that they have now very few Ships of Force 


left in their Harbours ; and that they have exerted their | 
whole Strength in the American Fleet. | | | | 
Jam not, therefore, Sir, for providing againſt preſent $ 


Dangers, without Regard to our future Security ; and think + 
nothing more worthy of the Conſideration of this Aſſembly, N 
than the Means of encouraging and increaſing our Seamen, 
which will not be effected by che Bill before us. 

Land Forces may be kired upon Emergencies ; but Sai- 
lors are our own peculiar Strength, and the Growth of our own 
Soil; we are therefore above all other Regards to attend, if I 
nay uſe the Term, to the Preſervation of the Species. 


Mr. Viner, 


S1R, 


As there can be no ſtronger Objection to any Law than Mr. Viner. 
Ambiguity, or indeterminate Latitude of Meaning, I think on 
it neceſſary to propoſe, that ſome Word of known and li- nt 
mited Import, be ſubſtituted in the Place of Sea-faring Men ; | ba 
an Expreſſion which, if I was aſked the Meaning of it, I 
ſhould find it difficult to explain. 

* Are Sca-faring-Men thoſe only who navigate in the Sea ? 
The Term is then ſuperfluous, for all ſuch are evidently com- 
prized in the Word Seamen, Are they Bargemen or Water- 
men who ply on Rivers, and tranſport Proviſion or Commo- 
dities from one Inland Town to another? In that Senſe no 
body will affirm that it is a proper Word ; and Improprieties 
in the Expreſſion of Laws produces Uncertainty in the 
Execution of them.” | | 
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1 Captain Cornwall. 

| SIR, | 
Capt. Corn. The Term Sea-faring Men, of which an Explicatich i 
W deſired, is intended to include all thoſe who live by conzey. 


Mr. Viner. 


ing Goods or Paſſengers upon the Water, whether the Sea g. 
Inland Rivers: Nor can we reſtrain it to a narrow gente 
without exempting from the public Service great Number; 
whoſe manner of Life has qualified them for it, and {rg 
whom their Country may with equal Juſtice expect Aſliſtance, 
as from thoſe who are engaged in foreign Traffic. 


Mr. Viner. 


S1R, 

I am far from concurring with the Honourable Gentle. 
man in his Opinion, that the Inland Watermen are, by they 
Profeſſion, in any degree qualifed for Sea-Service, or can pro. 
perly be called Sea-faring-Men. | 

All Qualifications for the Service muſt conſiſt either in 
ſome Knowledge of the Arts of Navigation, or in ſome Fa. 
miliarity with the Danyers of the Sea. With regard 9 
any previous Knowledge of naval Buſineſs, it is well known 
that they have no Advantage over any common Labourer; 

for the manner of navigating a Ship and a Barge have for 
the moſt part nothing in common, 

« Nor are theſe Watermen, Sir, more able to ſtand firm in 
the Terrors of the Storm, or the Noiſe of a Battle, than 
thoſe who follow any other Occupation. Many of them never 


| ſaw the Sea, nor have leſs Dread of its Danger than the 


Lord Gage. 


other Inhabitants of the Inland Countries. They are there- 
fore neither Sea-faring-Men, nor peculiarly capable of bcing 
made Seamen. - 

BBut the Hardſhip upon particular Men is not the firongeli 
Objection to this Clauſe, which, by obſtructing our Inlaud 
Navigation, may make our Rivers uſeleſs, and ſet the who's 
Trade of the Nation at a ſtand, For who will bring up his 
Son a Waterman, who knows him expoſed by thaf Profe. 
ſion to be impreſſed for a Seaman ? 

It ſeems therefore neceſſary, Sir, either to omit the 
Term Sea-faring-Men, or to explain it in ſuch a manner that 
Inland Watermen may not be included,” 


Lord Gage, 


SIR, 


* Sv mech has been urged againſt the compulſive Me. 
thods proposed in this Clauſe, and ſo little produced in fa- 
vour of them, that it may ſeem ſuperfluous to add any thing, 

or 
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what common Reaſon muſt immediately diſcover. But 
there is one Conſequence of this Clauſe which has not yet 
deen obſerved, and which is yet too important not to be ob- 
„e. ed by a particular Proviſo. | 
a 0p It is well known, Sir, that many of thoſe to whom this 
ne, a will extend, are Freeholders and Voters for electing the 
Repreſentatives of the Nation; and it is therefore apparent, 
that Elections may be influenced by an ill-timed or partial 
Execution of it. How ealy will it be when an Election ap- 
proaches to raiſe a falle Alarm, to propoſe ſome ſecret Ex- 
pedition, or threaten us with an Invaſion from ſome unknown 
Country, and to ſeize on all the Sea-faring Voters whoſe Af— 
{ions are ſuſpected, and confine them at Spithead till the 
Conteſt is over. | 
cannot therefore, Sir, but think it neceſſary, that if 
this Clauſe be ſuffered to paſs, ſome Part of its hateful Con- 
ſequences ſhould be prevented by an Exception in favour of 
Freeholders and Voters, which ſureiy is no leſs than what 
every Man owes to his own Security, tothe Welfare of his 
Country, and to thoſe by whom he has been honoured with 
the Care of their Liberties,” 


Mr. Pelham. 
C3 i. 


Right Honourable Member, nor do I think this the proper 
Time cicher for oppoſing or approving it. Method is of the 
higheſt Importance in Enquiries like theſe; and if the Or- 
cer of the Debate be interrupted by foreign Queſtions or inci- 
dental Objections, no Man will be able to conſider the Clauſes 
before us with the Attention neceflary to his own Satisfac- 
tion, or to the Conviction of others; the Mind will be diſh- 


but Perplexity and Confuſion, | 

The great End, Sir, for which we are now aſſembled, is 
to ſtrike out Methods of manning the Fleet with Expedition 
and Certainty, It is therefore proper in the firſt Place to 
agree upon ſome general Meaſures, to each of which there 
may undoubtedly be particular Objections raiſed, that may 
be afterwards removed by Exceptions or Proviſions; but 
theſe Proviſions ſhould, for the ſake of Order, be inſerted in 
particular Clauſes, to be ſeparately conſidered. 

Of this kind is the Exception now offered, to which I 
have no Objection but its preſent Impropriety, and the In- 
terruption of the Debate which it may now occaſion ; at I 

c 


to endeavour, by a multiplicity of Arguments, to prove Anno 14, Geo. 


Ido not riſe in Oppoſition to the Propoſal made by that Mr. pelham. 


pated by a Multiplicity of Views, and nothing can follow | 
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Anno 14, Geo. f itting it i ; 
IT, 1740. © ny n een 
When it is conſidered how much the Succeſs of 1, 
War may depend upon the Succeſs of our preſent Under 
takings, I hope my Sollicitude for Regularity and Exped. 
tion will be eaſily excuſed.” 


Sir John Hind Cotton. 


SIR, 
Sir John Jam not able to diſcover any imminent Danger 9 
Rind Cotton. the Nation in ſuſpending our Attention to the Clauſe befy;e 
us for a few Moments; nor indeed do we ceaſe to attend t, 
it, while we are endeavouring to molliſy it, and adapt it to 
our Conſtitution. | 
The Exception propoſed is, in the Opinion of the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, ſo reaſonable, that he declares himſelf 
ready to approve it in another Place; and to me, no Place 
ſeems more proper of its making Part of this Bill than thi, 
As a Connection between the Clauſe and Exception appeats 
neceſſary and immediate, I cannot fee why it ſhou!d be polt. 
poned, unleſs it is hoped that it may be forgotten,” 


Mr. Pulteney. 


SIR, 


That this Exception ſhould be forgotten there is no 
n Danger; for how long ſoever it be 4 will never a. 
gree to the Act till 1 ſee it inſerted, If we ſuffer the Liberty 
of the Frceholders to be infringed, what can we expect but 
to be charged with betraying our Truft, and giving up to 
Servitude and Oppreſſion thoſe who deputed us to this àſtem. 
bly, as the Guardians of their Privileges, and the Aſſertors 
of their Birthright; a Charge too juſtly to be denied, and 
too attrocious to be borne ! 
Sir, the Right of a Freeholder is independent on every 
- other Circumſtance, and is neither made more or leſs by 
Wealth or Poverty: The Eſtate, however ſmall, which gives 
a Right of voting, ought to exempt the Owner from every 
Reſtraint that may hinder the Exertion of his Right; a 
Right on Which our Conſtitution is founded, and which can- 
| G not be taken away without ſubverting our whole Eftabliſk- 
| ment. | 
« Tooverlcok the Diſtinctions which the fundamental Laws 
of our Country have made in reſpe& to different Orders of 
Men, and to regard only the Accidents of Affluence and Ne- 
ceſſity, is ſurely unjuſt in itſelf, and unworthy of this Aſſem- 
bly ; an Aſſembly, Sir, inſtituted principally to protect the 
Weak again the Strong, and deputed to repreſent thoſe in 
, a 


( 231) 
collective State, who are not conſiderable enough to appear Anno 14, Geo. 
ugly. and claim a Voice in the Legiſlature. II. 17 40. 

To expoſe an honeſt, a laborious, and an uſeful Man, 
be ſeized by the Hands of an inſolent Officer, and drag- 
ed from. the Enjoyment of his Right, only becauſe he will 
dot violate his Conſcience, and add his Voice to thoſe of Sy- 
cophants, Dependants and Proftitutes, the Slaves of Powe, 
the Drudges of a Court, and the Hirelings of a Faction, is 
the higheſt degree of Injuſtice and Cruelty, Let us rather, 
Sr, [weep away with an Impreſs, the Drones of large For- 
wnes, the Tyrants of Villages, and the Oppreſſors of the 
poor; let us oblige thoſe to ſerve their Country by Force, 
whcſe Fortunes have had no other Effect than to make them 
ind ent and worthleſs ; but let ſuch who by contributing to 
Commerce, make every Day ſome Addition to the public 
Wealth, be left in the full Enjoyment of the Rights which 
they deſerve : Let thoſe by whoſe Labour the Expences of the 
War are furniſh'd, be excuſed from contributing to it by per- 
ſoral Service, 

« If it is neceſſiry, Sir, to have our Laws eſtabliſh'd by 
the Repreſentatives of the People, it is neceſſary that thoſe 
Repreſentatives ſhould be freely eleted; and therefore 
every Law that obſtructs the Liberty of Voters, is contrary to 
the fundamental! Laws of our Conſtitution 3 and what Mul- 
tudes may by this Law be either hindred from giving their 
Votes, or be terrified into ſuch a Choice as by no means cor- 
reiponds with their Judgments or Inclinations, 1t is eaſy to 
foreſee. 

am indeed of Opinion, Sir, that this Clauſe cannot be 
adapted to our Conſtitution, nor modified by any Expedient 
into a Law, which will not lay inſupportable Haidſhips upon 
the Nation, and make Way for abſolute Power. But, as ic is 
neceſſiry that a conſtant Supply of Scamen ſhould be provided, 
| think it not improper to obſerve, that there is one Expe- 
Gent yet remaining, by which, tho' it will not much aſſiſt us 
in gur preſent Exigence, the Fleets of this Nation may here- 
aſter oe conſtantly ſupported. | 
We have at preſent great Numbers of Charity-Schoo!s 
ellabliſh'd in this Nation, where the Children of the Poor 
receive an Education diſproportion'd to their Birth. This 
has often no other Conſequences than to make them unfit for 
their Stations by placing them, in their own Opinion, above 
the Drudgery of daily Labour, a Notion which is too much 
indulg'd; as Idleneſs co-operating with Vanity, can hardly 
fail to gain the Aſcendant, and which ſometimes prompts 
them to ſupport theinſelves by Practices not only uſeleſs but 
pernicious 


nee 
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Anno 14, Geo. pernicious to Society. This Evil, Sir, cannot be better gy; 
IL 17459. ated than by allotting a reaſonable Proportion out ofeys, 
School to the Service of the Sea, in which by entering early 
they cannot fail to become Proficients, and where their . 
tainments, which at preſent too frequently produce Laziteß 
and Diſhoneſty, might enable them to excel, and entitle den 
to Promotion.” 


Mr. Winnington. 


S1R, 


Mr. Winning: « Notwithſtanding the Confidence with which ſome Ger: 
— tlemen have propoſed this Ammendment, and the Ezfinel 
with which others have conſented to it, I declare without 
Heſitation, that I oppoſe it now, and intend to oppoſe i; 
whenever it ſhall be offered, becauſe it will defeat all the 

other Proviſions which ſhall be made in the Bill. 

I will venture to ſay, Sir, that if every Man who haz, 
by whatever Tenure, the Right of voting ſhall be exempted 
from the Neceflity of contributing to the public Safety by 
his perſonal Service, every Man qualified for the Sea will 
by ſome Means acquire a Vote. 

Sir, a very ſmall Part of thoſe who give their Votes in 
this Nation, enjoy that Right as the Appendage of a Free. 
hold; to live in ſome Towns, and to be born only in others, 
gives the unalienable Privilege of voting. Any Gentleman 
to ſecure his own Intereſt, or obſiru& the public Service, may, 
by dividing a ſmall Piece of barren Ground among a Hun- 
dred Sailors, exalt them all to Freeholders, and exempt them 
from the Influence of this Law. 

© However, Sir, I am not leſs a Friend to the Freeholders, 
than thoſe who propoſe the Exception in their Favour, but 
in my Opinion the great Intereſt of the Freeholders is the 
Preſervation of their Freeholds, which can only be ſccured 
by a vigorous Exertion of the Power of the Nation, in the 
War which is now declared againſt the Spaniards. 


Lord Barrington. 


S1R, 
Lord Barring- * By the Obſervations which I have Opportunities of ma. 
ton. king at the Place which I have the Honour to repreſent, [ 


am convinc'd of the Influence that this Law will have upon 
all the Boroughs along the Coaſts. There moſt of the Vo- 
ters are, in one Senſe or other, Sea-faring Men, being almoſt 
all of them Owners of Veſſels, and in ſome Degree acquainted 
with Navigation ; they may therefore be hurried away at the 
Choice of an officious or oppreſſive Magiſtrate, who may, by 


Partiality and Injuſtice, obtain a Majority, contrary to the pr 
ner 
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Obyj. oral inclination of the People, and determine the Election Anno 12, Gen. 


y, bis own Authority. | 2 17 49. 
„„ William Yonge, V0 
ine SIR, 


lea i If every Freeholder and Voter is to be exemnted from Sir William 

te Influence of the Law, the Bill that we are, wich fo mach Yonge. bs 

dor, erdeavouring to draw up and rectify, and of which 73 

de Neceſſity is ſo generally acknowledged, will be no other 1 
| than an empty Sound, ant a Determination without an Ob. | 
en. a; for While we are empowering the Government to call ut 
nels WWW ceamen into the Service, we are exemptiog almoſt all that py 
out e able to ſerve from the Denomination of Szamen : What HY 
i ; this but to diſpute without a Subject? to raiſe with one ; 6.13 
de Hind and demolith with the other ? 14 

ln the Weſtern Parts of the Nation, Sir, where I reſide, | 
as, many who vote at EleQtons claim their Privilege by no other $1 
ec Title than that of boiling a Pot; a Title witch he who has it M4 
by not, may eaſily obtain, when it will either gratify his Lazi- : 21 
il refs or his Cowardice, and which, tt.o' not occaſionaliy ob- BY 
| nined, ſeems not ſufficient to ſet any Man out of the Reach of *” 
n z juit and neceſſary Law. ll 
. © It is therefore, Sir, undoubtedly requiſite that the Terms 7 0 
, of the Exception ſhould be explicite and definitive, and that 
. only thoſe ſhould be exempted w ho have ſuch Poileſſions or 


, Qualifications as this Aſſembly ſhall think a juſt Title to Ex- 
emption. For on the Weſtern Coaſt, from whence great 
Supplies may be expected, almoſt every Sailor bas a Vote, 
to which nothing is there required, but to hire a Lodging and : 
| boil a Pot; after which, if this Exception be admitted in all 
| is Latitude, he may fit at Eaſe amidſt the Diftredes of his 
Country, ridicule the Law which he nas cluded, and ſet the 
Magiurate at open Defiance.“ 


dir Robert Walpole. & 
SUR, 


As I think, Sir, ſome Exception may be juſt and proper, Sir Heaney 1 
{I ſuppoſe every Gentlaman will concur with me in reject- Walpole 


Es 


ing one of ſuch Extent as ſhall leave no Object for the Opera- 1 
tion of the Law. 1. 
lt is in my Opinion proper to reſtrain the Exemption to 1 
thoſe Freeholders who are poſſeſt of ſuch an Eftate, as gives 7 
a Vote for the Repreſentative of the County, by which thoſe 1 
whoſe Privilege ariſes from their Property, will be ſecured, 4 
and it ſeems reaſonable that thoſe who have Privileges with- ' K 
out Property, ſhou!d purchaſe them by their Services,” 1 
Vol VII. H h Mr, f 
Hi 
| pl 


PRES 
4 
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Auno x 4, Geo. 


IL 17 40. 


. 


Mr. Brown. 
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Mr. Brown. 


SIR, 

* The Exception propoſed will not only defeat the End a 
the Bill by leaving it few Objects, but will obſtruct the Exec, 
tion of it on proper Occaſions, and involve the Magiſtrate 
Difficulties which will either intimidate him in the Exertiq 
of his Authority, or if he perſiſts in diſcharging his Duty 
with Firmneſs and Spirit, will perhaps oblige him ſometing 
td repent of his Fidelity. 

It is the neceſſary Conſequence, Sir, of a Seaman's Pyr 
feſſion, that he is often at a great Diſtance from the Place 9 
his legal Settlement, or patrimonial Poſſeſſions; and he my 
therefore aſſert of his own Circumſtances what is moſt conye. 
nient without Danger of Detection. Diſtance is a Secyriy 
that prompts many Men to Falſhood by which only Vanity i 
gratified, and few Men will tell Truth in Oppoſition to their 
Intereſt, when they may lie without Apprehenſion of beirg 
convicted. | 

When therefore a Magiſtrate receives Directions to in- 
preſs all the Seamen within his Diſtrict, how few will he fad 
who will not declare themſelves Freeholders in ſome diſtant 
Country, or Freemen of ſome obſcure Borough. It is to ng 
Purpoſe, Sir, that the Magiſtrate diſbelieves what we cannot 
confute ; and if in one Inſtance in a Hundred, he ſhould be 
miſtaken, and, acting in Conſequence of his Error, force 3 
Freeman into the Service, what Reparation may not be de- 
manded ? 

I therefore propoſe it to the Conſideration of the Com- 
mittee, whether any Men ought to claim Exemption from 
this Law by a Title, that may ſo readily be procur'd, or ſo 
ſafely uſurped.” | 


Mr. Attorney General Ryder. 


"IK 


The Practice of impreſſing, which has been declaimed 
againſt with ſuch vehement Exaggerations, is not only found- 
ed on immemorial Cuſtom, which makes it Part of the com- 
mon Law, but is likewiſe eſtabliſh'd by our Statutes ; for ! 
remember to have found it in the Statutes of Queen Mary, 
and therefore cannot allow that it ought to be treated as ile. 
gal, and anti-conſtitutional, | 

That it is not inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, may be 
proved from the Practice of erecting the Royal Standard, 
upon great Emergencies, to which every Man was obliged 


immediately torepair: This Practice is as old as our Conliitu- 
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entioned as equivalent to an Impreſs,” 


de ur. Viner. 
cy. 
eln 81 R, : ; 
This Word, which the learned Member has, by his Mr. Viner. 
uy ionderful Diligence, diſcover'd in the Statutes, may perhaps 
ne WW: there, but in a Signification far different from that which 
bears at preſent. The word is, without Doubt, originally 
7. rench, Pret, and imply'd what is now expreſſed by the Term 
Ady; and to impreſs any Man was in thoſe Days only 


make him ready, or engage him to hold himſelf in Rea- 
lines, which was brought about not by Compulſion, Purſuit, 
id Violence, but by the Allurements of a pecuniary Re- 
ud, or by the Obligation of ſome antient 'Tenure.* 


This Debate ended in a Report, That they had made ſome 
Progreſs, and deſired leave to fit again, 


The 5th, Read a firſt time, a Bill for continuing an Act 
"tho King George II. to explain a former Act 11th of 
King George I. for the better regulating the Manufacture 
f Cloth in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, and for making 
the ſaid Acts more effectual. 


Navigation of . theſe Ships to foreign Parts; alſo thoſe 


themſelves and others, complaining of the unreaſonable 
Wages demanded, and paid to Mariners in the Merchant's 
device of late, which is more than double of what is 
pad by any foreign Nation in Europe, (beſides Crimpage, 
and a Month's Pay advanced to each Mariner) to the Diſ- 
couragement of the Trade of theſe Kingdoms: And repre- 
knung to the Houſe, that this growing Evil, if not pre- 
rented by a Law, will hinder the Mariners from ever en- 
tering themſelves on board the Ships of War, while the 
Viſproportion of Wages paid to Mariners in the King's 
Lrrice, and that of the Merchant is ſo great; the Wages 
paid to Mariners in the King's Service being about 23s. and 
with other Advantages about 28s. per Month, when the 
alariners in the Merchant's Service are paid, and demand 
555. and 31. per Month: And further repreſenting, that as 
the Petitioners apprehend the preſent Practice carried on in 
mprefling Mariners from on board the Homeward-bound 
Merchant-Ships, and from the Shore, does not anſwer the 
Lad propoſed ; and that a great many Perſons make it their 
H h 2 Buſineſs 


u, and, as it may be revived at Pleaſure, may be „ 14, Geo. 


9 


Received a Petition of divers Merchants, Exporters of Petition relat= 
the Woollen and Britiſh ManufaQories and Fiſheries ; as ing to Sea- 
likewiſe Owners and Maſters of Ships concerned in the wen's Wages. 


concerned in the Coal and Coaſting-Trade, in behalf of 
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Anno 14, Geo Buſineſs to ſeduce and encourage Mariners to act contrary 
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the Jitert of an Act iſt of King George II. for the but 
WY Regulation of Mariners in the Merchant's Service: Arg fy, 
ther, compiaining of vexatious Suits carried on again fl the 
Matters and Owners of Ships, by the Advice of Pre&img, 
ners 1a the High Court of Admiralty : Ard further teri 
forth, that the Act of Navigation obliges every Ship , 
carry three Fourths Engliſh Mariners, Which Will be ap 
in force when the preſent War is over; but that as the 
oiten in fo: reign Ports enter, or are entered on board his J. 
jetty s Ships, it is impoſſible to comply with the ſaid AG, wy 


50 
the Merchant-Ships are liable to become a Seizure ever u cn 
the very Man of War who has taken their Men from them: the 
And therefore pra) ing the Houſe to permit them io be pil 
heard by tiemſeives or Counſel upon the ſaid Petition; ard | 
to grant that ſuch Proviſion may be made in future, by regu ca 
Jating the Price of Marirer's Wages in the N. Jerchanty go 
Service, ard to prevent ſuch grewirg Abuſes practiſcd by ti 
thoſe uncerthe Sanction of the High Court of Admiralty, i { 
ode eHECtu hy to man his Majelty's Ships of War Withcut ſ 


Imp icing, ard to encourage the Trade and Navigation | 
thele Kingdoms, as to the Houle ſhall ſeem mect : Orden 
to lie on the Table. 
Votes relating In a grand Committee, took into Conſideration the ine 
to the Expor- ral Petitions concerning the Decay of the Woollen-\t.mu 
tation of factory, &c. and reported the Reſolutions Concerning be 
Wool. fame, v:z. Reſolved, That the Exportation of Wo jvm 
Great-B. (ain and Ireland to foreign Parts, is greatly pic. 
dicial to the Woc!!:n-ManufeQures of this Kingdom. 
Reſolved, That the Laws now in being are not {ullicient 
| to prevent the Exportation of Wool from Great-Britau aid 
1 Ireland to foreign Parts, | 
| Reſolved, That a public Regiſter of Wool grown in Great. 
Britain and Jreland, is the moſt effcRual Method for pt 
venting the Exportztion thereof to foreign Parts: Wich 
was agreed to by the Houſe: Aﬀter which the Habe fe- 
ſolved to addreſs his Mijeſly, That he wou'd be pieziec to 
i direct the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, dung 
the Receſs & Parliament, to prepare a Scheme for the ee. 
gillerirg the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland, to be laid 
bof re this Houſe the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

Ordered, That a Bill be brought in for the I mprovemer! 
of the Manufacture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to pie 
vent Abuſes in the making of the ſame, 

Farther Pro- The 6th. In a grand Committee, made a further Progret 
8 on the Bill for the Encourageme nt of Seamen, and fu the 
Du.. better and ſpeedier manning his Majeliy's Fleet. 


Tis 
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The gth. In a grand Committee, on the Bill for the En- Anno 14, Gea: 
ccaragement of Seamen, a Clauſe was read, by which every II. 1745. 
Conſtable, Headborough, Tything-man, or other Perſon, was 

fable to be examined upon Oath by the Jultices of the 

Peace, Who were em powered to lay a Fine upon them for any 

veglecl, Offence, or Connivance; after which Sir John Bar- 

ard ſpoke to the following Effect: 


% 
It is the peculiar Happineſs of the Britiſh Nation, that Sir John Fi 
) . . . #*> 
no Law can be made without the Conſent of their Repre- Barnard. 3H 
cntatives; and J hope no ſuch Infatuation can ever fall upon 1 
them, as may influence them to chuſe a Repreſentative ca- "Y 


ble of concurring in Abſurdities like this. al} 
« The Folly, the Iniquity, the Stupidity of this Clauſe, 72 
can only be conceived by hearing it repeated; it is too fla- 
grant to be extenuated, and too groſs to admit Exaggera- 
tions; to oblige a Min to make Oath againit himſelf, to 
ſudject himſelf by his own Voice to Penalties and Hard- 
ſhips, is at once cruel and ridiculous; a wild Complication of | 
Tyranny and Folly, " 
« To call upon any Man to accuſe himſe!f, is only to call 9 
upon him to commit Perjury, and has therefore been always 19 
accounted irrational and wicked; in thoſe Countries where K 
ir js practiſed, the Confeſſion is extorted by the Rack, which wo 
indeed is ſo neceſſary on ſuch Occaſions, that I ſhould not | 
wonder to hear the Promoters of this Clauſe openly declar- 
ing for the Expediency of 'T'ortures, 

« Nothing is more evident than that this Bill, however 
the Importance of the Occifion may be magniked, was drawn 
vp without Reflection, and that the Clauſes were never un- 
cerltood by thoſe that offered them; Errors like theſe muſt FI 
ariſe only from Precipitation and Neglect, for they are too ny 
groſs to be committed either by Ignorance or Deſign. | 4 
« To expole ſuch Abſurdities is indeed eaſy, but not plea- 
ung; for what End is anſwered by pointing at Folly, or | 
how is the public Service advanced by ſhewing that the Me- 5 
thods propoſed are totally to be rejected? Where a Propoſi- 
tion is of a mixed kind, and only erroneous in Part, it 1s an | 
uſeful and no diſagreeable Taſk to ſeparate 'TI'ruth from Error, 
and diſentangle from ill Contequences, ſuch Meaſures as may 
be purſued with Advantage to the Public; but mere Stupi- 
dity can only produce Compaſſion, and afford no Opportuni- 
jies for Enquiry or Diſpute,” 
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Admiral 
Wager. 


Mr. Gibbon. 


to be made, and ſo great a Diverſity of Views to be regarded, 
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Sir Charles Wager. 
S IR, | 

„This Clauſe however contemptuouſly treated, has beer 
already paſſed into a Law by a Parliament which brought og 
Diſhonour upon the Britiſh Nation, by a Parliament which wy 
courted and dreaded by the greateſt Part of the Uniyerſs, 
and was drawn up by a Miniſtry that have given their Pg. 
terity no Reaſon to treat them with Deriſion and Contumely, 

In the Reign of Queen Anne, this Method of Proceeding 
was approved and eſtabliſhed, and we may judge of the Pio. 
priety of the Meaſures followed in that War, by the Succe; 
which they procured. 

« Thoſe therefore by whom this Bill was drawn up have 
committed no new Abſurdities, nor have propoſed any Thing 
which was not enacted by the wiſeſt of our Predeceſlors, in 
one of the moſt illuſtrious Periods of our Hiſtory,” | 


Mr. Gibbon, 


S1R, 


I am far from thinking a Propoſition ſufficiently defen. 
ded by an Aſſertion that it was admitted by our Predeceſſors, 
tor, tho' I have no Inclination to vilify their Memory, I ny, 
without Scruple, affirm that they had no Pretenſions to Infal. 
libility, and that there are in many of our Statutes Inſtances 
of ſuch Ignorance, Credulity, Weakneſs, and Error, as can- 
not be confider'd without Aſtoniſhment. 

In Queſtions of an abſtruſe and complicated Nature, it is 
certain, Sir, that Experience has taught us what could never 
have been diſcovered, previouſly, by the Wiſdom of our An. 
celtors ; and we have found by their Conſequences the Im- 
Propriety of many Practices which they approved, and which 
we ſhould have equally applauded in the {ame Circumſtances, 

Fat to what Purpoſe is Obſervation, if we muſt ſhut cur 
Eyes againſt it, and appeal for ever to the Wiſdom of cur 
Anceltors ? if we muſt fall into Error, merely becauſe they 
were miſtaken, and ruſh upon Rocks out of Veneration to 
thoſe who were wreck'd againſt them ? 

In Queſtions eafily to be examin'd, and Determinations 
which comprized no perplexing Contrarieties of Intereſt, or 
Multiplicity of Circamſlances, they were equally liable with 
ourſelves to be ſupine and negligent, to ſink into Security, 
or be ſurprized by Haſte, That the Clauſe now before us 
was enacted by them, mult be aſcribed merely to the Hurry of 
the Seſſion in which it was brought before them. A Time 
in which ſo many Enquiries of the higheſt Importance were 


that 
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vat it is no Wonder that ſome Abſurdities ſhould eſcape Anno 14, Geo 

vithout Detection. i II. 1740 
In the Fourth of the Reign of the Queen, this Bill was WV 

ought in, as now, at the latter End of a Seſſion, when the | 

Attention of the Houſe was fatigued and diſtracted, and it | 

was hurried through both Houſes, and ratified by her Ma- 115 


Way efty with very little Conſideration, 1 
Me, « But then, as this Circumſtance may be juſtly termed an NF 
of. Extenuation of their Error, it ought to be a Leſſon of Cau- bo 
. tion to us, that we may not be, in the like manner, betrayed j | 
. into the ame Weakneſs.” 


el Mr. Pelham. : 


SIR, i | {pt 

Ve The Conduct of our Predeceſſors ſeems not to ſtand in Mr. Pelham. 4 

8 need of any Excuſe; for it might be eaſy to vindicate it by ; "4 

1 Arguments, but that it is more proper to approve it by Imi - ip 
tation. | 


Whenever the Bill was paſſed, or how haſtily ſoever the 
Law was enacted, it was, I believe, rather the Effect of Ne- 
ceſity than of Inadvertency ; of the ſame Neceſſity which 'h 
now preſſes, and which is very ill conſulted by tedious De- un 
bates, . 

They were then involved in a War, and were not ſo 
lilrated by private Intereſts as not to unite in the moſt vi- 
porous Oppoſition of their Enemies. They knew that the 
public Good is often promoted by the temporary Inconve- 
niencies of Individuals; and, when Affairs of the higheſt Im- 
portance demanded their Attention, when the Security of the ; 
whole Nation and the Happineſs of their Poſterity were the * 
dudject of their Enquiries, they wiſely ſuffered leſs Conſide- 20 
ow to paſs without ſuperfluous and unſcaſonable Solli- 
citude. 

How juſtly they reaſon'd, Sir, and what Vigour their 
Reſolutions gave to the military Operations, our Victories are 
a ſufficient Proof: And if Experience be the ſureſt Guide, it 
cannot be improper to imitate thoſe who, in the ſame Cir- Th 
cumitances with ourſelves, found Means to raiſe the Honour, oy 
and improve the Commerce of their Country, oy 
That our Circumſtancesare the ſame with thoſe of the Par- 
lament by which this Law was made, is obvious beyond Diſ- 
pute; or where they vary, the Difference is perhaps to our Diſ- 
vantage. We have, Sir, the ſame Enemies, or, at leaſt, have 
Reaſon to apprehend the ſame ; but have little hope of the 
lame Allies. The preſent War is tojbe carried on at a great- 
er Diſlance, and in more Places at the ſame Inſtant; we can- 
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LW NS 


Sir William 
Yonge. 
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great Numbers in a ſhort Lime. 

If therefore it was then concluded, that the Method y, 
der our Examination was uſeful; if Meaſures, not eligibſe 1 
themſelves, may be authorized by Neceſſity, why may not 
we, in Compliance with the ſame Exigence, have Recoutg 
to the ſame Expedients ?? © | 

Sir William Yonge, 

8a, f 

How much Weight is added to the Determination g 
the Houſe, by the Dignity of their Procedure, and the De. 
cency of their Diſputations, a ſlight Knowledge of Mankind 
is ſufficieyt to evince, It is well known that Government 
is ſupported by Opinion; and that he who deftroys the Re. 
putation, deſtroys the Authority of the legiſlative Power, 
Nor is it leſs apparent, that he who degrades Debate intg 
Scurrility, and deſtroys the Solemnity of Conſultation, en. 
deavours to fink the Houſe into Contempt. 

« It was therefore, Sir, with Indignation and Surprize that 
T heard the Clauſe before us cenſur'd with ſuch I ncecency of 
Language, and the Authors of it treated with Contumelies 
and Reproaches that meer Error does not deſerve; however 
apparent, but which were now vented before any Error was 
detected. 

« I know not, Sir, why the Gentlemen who were thu 
indecently attack'd, have ſuffer'd ſuch Reproaches without 
Cenſure and without Reply. I know not why they have 
omitted to put the Honourable Gentleman in Mind of the 
Reſpect due to this Aſſembly, or to the Characters of thoſe 
whom he oppoſes ; Gentlemen equally fkill'd with himfelfin 
the Subject of our Enquiries; and whom his own Attain- 
ments, however large, or his Abilities, however comprehen- 
ſive, cannot give him a Right to charge with Ignorance cr 
Folly. | | 

To reproach Men with Tncapacity is a cheap Method df Wi 


anſwering their Arguments, but a Method which the Rules of act 

this Houſe ought to exclude from our Debates, as the gene- ſo1 

ral Civility of the World has baniſh'd it from every ther 

Place of Concourſe or Converſation. 1 
« F, for my Part, Sir, ſhall always endeavour to confine my re 

Attention to the Queſtion be fore Us, without ſuffering my ＋ 


Reaſon to be biaſſed, or my Enquiries diverted by low Al- tt 
tercations, or perſonal Animoſities; nor when any other 
Man deviates into reproachful and contemptuous Language, 
ſhall I be induc'd to think more highly of either his Argu- 0 
ments or Capacity.” | 


Sir 
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Sir John Barnard. n F 
$18; | 3 | 

« [ bave always heard it repreſented as an Inſtance of In- Sir John 
rgricy when the Tongue and Heart move in Concert, when Barnard, 
the Words are Repreſentations of the Sentiments; and have 
therefore hitherto endeavoured to explain my Arguments 
with Perſpicuity, and to impreſs my Sentiments with Force; 
[| have thought it Hypocriſy to treat Stupidity with Reve- 

ence, or to honour Nonſenſe with the Ceremony of a Confu- 
of ation. As Knavery ſo Folly that is not reclaimable, is to 
be foeedily difpatched, Buſineſs is to be freed from Obſtruc- | 
tion, and Society from Nulance. 4! 

Nor, Sir, when I am cenſured by thoſe whom I may 4 
chend by the Uſe of Terms correſpondent with my Ideas, 4 
vill I, by a tame and filent Submiſſion, give Reaſon to ſuſpect 
that [ am conicious of a Fault, but will treat the Accuſat ion 
with open Contempt, and ſhew no greater Reward to the 
Abettors, than to the Authors of Abſurdity. 

« That Decency is of great Uſe in public Debates, I ſhall 
radily allow it may ſometimes ſhelter Folly from Ridicule, 
and preſerve Villany from public Detection; nor is it ever 
more carefull y ſupported, than when Meaſures are promoted 
that nothing can preſerve from Contempt, but the Solemnity 
with which they are eſtabliſhed. 

« Decency is a proper Circumſtance ; but Liberty is the 
Efſence of parliamentary Diſquiſitions: Liberty is the Parent 
of Truth ; but Truth and Decency are ſometimes at Vari- 
ance: All Men and all Propofitions are to be treated here 
3 they deſerve; and there are many who have no Claim 
ether to Re ſpect or Decency. 


ra 


Mr. Winnington. 


S18R, 


That it is improper in its own Nature, and inconſiſtent Mr. Winnings 
with our Conſtitution, to lay any Man under an Obligation ob don. 
accuſe himſelf, cannot be denied ; it is therefore evident, that 
lome Amendment is neceſſary to the Clauſe before us. 

have for this Reaſon drawn up an Amendment, Sir, 

Which, if approved by the Committee, will, in my Opinion, 
remove all the Objections to this Part of the Bill, and by re» 
conciling it with our natural and legal Rights, I hope, induces 
thoſe to approve it who have hitherto oppoſed it. 
| * Itherefore propoſe that theſe Words ſhould be ſubſtituted . 
inſtead of thoſe which are the Subject of the Debate, or fonts 
other to this Purpole ; That no Perſon ſhall be liable to be 
Vol VII. li fiued 


| Anno 14, Geo fined by virtue of this AR, unleſs a Witneſs being examiny 
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Mr. Horatio 
Walpole. 


( 242 ) 


ſhall make Oath of the Miſdemeanour or Neglect. 
Thus the Neceflity of examining Men upon Ozth in 
their own Cauſe will be entirely taken away, and as the 
Clauſe will then ſtand, there will remain no Suſpicion of In 
juſtice, or Oppreſſion, becauſe none can be practiſed with 
the Concurrence of many Perſons of different Intereſts, 


Mr. Horatio Walpole. 
8 i , 


* It does not yet appear that the Gentlemen who hay 
engaged in this Debate have ſufficiently attended to the xi. 
gence of our Affairs, and the Importance of the Queſiic, 
They have laviſhed their Oratory in declaiming upon the 
Abſurdity of the Methods propoſed, and diſcovered their &. 
gacity, by ſhewing how future Navies may be ſupplied fren 
Charity-Schools, but have ſubſtituted no Expedients in the 
Place of thoſe which they ſo warmly condemn, nor have con. 
deſcended to inform us, how we may now guard our Coal, gr 
man our Fleets for immediate Service. 

There are ſome Circumſtances, Sir, of the preſent War, 
which make our Neceflity of raifing Sea Forces greater than 
in the Times of King William and Queen Anne. The 
chief Advantages that we gained over the French in their 
Wars, were the Conſequences of our Victories by Land. 

At Sea, Sir, the Balance was almoſt equa], tho' the Dutch 
Fleet and ours were united ; nor did they quit the Sea be 
cauſe their Fleets were deſtroyed, but becauſe they were 
obliged to recruit their Land Forces with their Sailors, 
Should they now declare War againſt us, they would be 
under no ſuch Neceſſity of defrauding the Sea Service, for 
they have now on foot an Army of 160,000 Men, which are 
maintained at no greater Expence than 40,000 by the Britiſh 
Government ; as they are therefore, Sir, ſo formidable by 
Land, we have no way of oppoſing them but by our Ses 
Forces. | 

Nor is their Navy ſo contemptible as ſome have either 
by Conjecturè er Mifinformation repreſented it. The Fleet 
wiiich they have diſpatched to America conſiſts not of fewer 
than twenty Ships, of which the leaft carry fixty Guns, and 
they are fitting out now an equal Number in their own Ports 
beſides, their Eaſt-India Company is obliged to furniſh ten 
Ships of the Line, at the Demand of the Government. 

hus it appears we have Neighbours ſufficiently powerful 


to a'arm us with the Senſe of immediate Danger; Danger 


which is made more imminent by the expeditiqus * 
whic 
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imitate if we hope to oppole them with Succels, 


-fions of Neutrality, which will be bell obſerved when they 
cannot be ſecurely violated ; or upon the pacific Inclination of 
their Miniſter ; which Intereſt, Perſuaſion or Caprice, may 
alter, and to Which it is not very honouroble to truſt for 
cafety. How can that Nation ſink lower, which is only 
free, becauſe it is not invaded by its Neighbours ; and retains 
its Poſſeſſions, only becauſe no other has Leiſure or Inclina- 
tion to take them away . 

« If it be aſked what can prompt the French to interrupt 
ys in the Proſecution of our Deſigns, and in the Puniſhment 
of thoſe who have plundered and inſulted us ? It 1s not only 
eaſy to urge the ſtrict Alliance between the two Crowns, the 
Ties of Blood, the Conformity of Intereſts, and their equal 
Hatred of the Engliſh, but another more immediate Reaſon 
may be added. It is ſuſpected that under Pretence of vindi- 
cating our own Rights, we are endeavouring to gain the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Spaniſh Dominions, and engroſs the Wealth of 
the new World, and that therefore it 1s the Intereſt of every 
Power, whoſe Subjects traffic to thoſe Countries, to oppoſe 
us. 
Thus, whether we ſucceed or fail in our Attempts on 
America, we have the French Power to apprehend, If we 
make Conqueſts, they may probably think it neceſſary to 


ch 

be. obviate the Torrent of our Victories, and to hinder the In- 
ere creaſe of our Dominions, that they may ſecure their own 
rs. Trade, and maintain their own Influence. ; 

be If we ſhould be defeated, of which no Man, Sir, can 
for deny the Poſſibility, the Inclination of all to inſult the Depreſ- 
re led, and to puſh down the Falling is well known; nor can it 
U be expected that our hereditary Enemies would neglect ſo 
by fair an Opportunity of attacking us. 


How they might ravage our Coaſts, and obſtruct our 
Trade, how they might triumph in the Channel, and block 
us up in our own Ports, bombard our Towns, and threaten 
us with Invaſions, I kope I need but barely mention, to incite 
this Aſſembly to ſuch Diſpatch in manning our Fleets, as may 
ſecure us at once from Inſults, and from Terror. 

It is undoubtedly, Sir, in our Power to raiſe a naval 
Force ſufficient to awe the Ocean, and reſtrain the moſt dar- 

ing of our Enemies from any Attempts againſt us, but this 
cannot be effected by Harangues, Objections, and Diſputa- 
tions. 
There is nothing, Sir, more frequently the Subject of 


Raillery or Declamation, than the Uſefulneſs or Danger of 
AS ; LI 3 a 


which the French man their Fleets, and which we muſt Anno 14, Geo 
IL. 17 40. 
I need not ſay how little we can depend upon any Pro 
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Anno14, Geoa Standing-Army, to which I declare myſelf no oheryy, 
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11.1740 ijnclined than by my Concern for the common S:fety ; Ii, 
— lingly allow that not one Soldier ought to be ſupported 1 
the Public, whoſe Service is not neceſſary ; but ſurely ng, 
of thoſe who declare ſo warmly for the Honour and pri. 
leges of their Country, would expoſe it to the Inſults af 
foreign Powers without Defence. If therefore they thick 
the Danger of Land-Forces more than equivalent to the 
Benefit, they ought unanimouſly to concur in the Increaſe (5 dt 
our naval Strength, by which they may be proteQed, hy rathe! 
cannot be oppreſſed : They ought willingly to give their «| 
Aſſiſtance to any Propoſitions for making the Fleet formid. appre 
able, that their Declarations againſt the Army may not be with 
thought to proceed from a Reſolution to obſtruct the Meaſures 
of the Government, rather than from Zeal for the Conſtitu. he de 
tion. For he that equally oppoſes the Eſtabliſhment of the conn 
Army, and the Improvement of the Navy, declares in |. oper 
fe& againſt the Security of the Nation; and tho', perhap, theit 
without Deſign, expoſes his Country men to the Mercy d have 
their Enemies.” bY 
ud our 
Mr. Pulteney. No 
8 I R, ; | of « 
: I cannot diſcover for what Reaſon the Bill before us i; apf 
me. Frame ſo vigorouſly ſupported, but muſt obſerve that I have ſeldom Ch 
known ſuch vehement and continued Efforts produced by der 
mere public Spirit, and unmingled Regard for the Happineis on! 
of the Nation. Nothing, Sir, that can be urged in favour the 
of the Meaſures now propoſed, has been omited. When o 
Arguments are confuted, Precedents are cited ; when Prece- by 
dents fail, the Advocates for the Bill have Recourſe to Te. p 
ror and Neceſſity, and endeavour to frighten thoſe u hen th 
they cannot convince, un 
But perhaps, Sir, theſe formidable Phantoms may ſoon . 
be put to flight, and, like the other Illuſons of Cowardice, V 
diſappear before the Light. Perhaps this Neceſſity will be e 
found only chimerical; and theſe Dangers appear only the 
Viſions of Credulity, or the Bugbears of Impoſture. 
To arrive at a clear View of our preſens Condition, it 
will be neceſſary, Sir, not to amuſe ourſelves with general 


Aſſertions, or overwhelm our Reafon by terrifying Exagge- 
rations: Let us conſider diſtinctiy the Power and the Con. 
duct of our Enemies, and enquire whether they do not at- 
fright us more then they are able to hurt us. 

* That the Force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to be 
dreaded, no Man will aſſert; for that Empire, it is well 
known, has long been ſeized with all the Symptoms er de. 

clining 


- 
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Lands without Inhabitants, and by Conſequence without 
Nefences they are rather Excreſcences than Members of 
te Monarchy, and receive Support rather than communi- 
te," In the diſtant Branches of their Empire the Govern- 
nent languiſhes, as the vital Motion in an expiring Body; 
4 the Struggle*, which they now make, may be termed 
nther Agonies than Efforts, 

From Spain therefore, unaſſiſted, we haye nothing to 
pprehend, and yet from thence we have been threatened 
with Infuits and Invaſions, 

« That the Condition of the French is far different, cannot 
de denied; their Commerce flouriſhes, their Dominions are 
connected, their Wealth increaſes, and their Government 
operates with full Vigour: Their Influence is great, and 
their Names formidable. But I cannot allow, Sir, that th 
have yet attained ſuch a Height of Power as ſhould alarm 
us with conſtant Apprehenſions; or that we ought to ſecure 
darſelves againſt them by the Violation of our Liberties. 
Not to urge that the Loſs of Freedom, and the Deſtruction 
of our Conſtitution, are the worſt Conſequences that can be 
zpprehended from a Conqueſt; and that to a Slave the 
Change of his Maſter is of no great Importance, it is evi- 
dent, that the Power of the French is of ſuch kind as can 
only affect us remotely, and con{equentially. They may fill 


Germany by their numerous Armies, but can only injure us 
by means of their Fleets. We may wait, Sir, without a 
panic "Terror, tho” not without ſome Degree of Anxiety, 
the Event of their Attempts upon the neighbouring Princes, 
and cannot be reduced to fight for our Altars and our 
Houſes, but by a ſecond Armada, which, even then, the 
Winds muſt favour, and a thouſand Circumſtances concur to 
expedite, - 


Endeavours of the whole World ; that our Navy, in its 
prelent State, is ſuperior to any that can be brought againſt 
us, our Miniſters ought not to be ignorant: And therefore to 
Cilpirit the Nation with Apprehenſions of Armies hovering 
in the Air, and of Conquerors to be wafted over by ſuper- 
natural means, is to deltroy that Happineſs which Govern- 
ment was ordained to preſerve ; to fink us to Tameneſs and 

Cowardice, and to betray us to Inſults and to Robberies. 
* If our Danger, Sir, be ſuch as has been repreſented, to 
#hom muſt we impute it? Upon hom are our "ow 
neſs, 


the Continent with Alarms, and ravage the Territories of 


But that no ſuch Fleet can be fitted out by the united 


wing Power, and has been ſupported, not by its own Anno 14, Geo. 
qrength, but by the Intereſts of its Neighbours. The vaſt II. 1940. 
Dominions of the Spaniards are only an empty Shew ; they . 
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any 14, Geo neſs, our Poverty, and our Miſeries to be charged} Un 
1740. | 


WY 


Spirit to reſiſt thoſe who could not be conquered but by te; 


(246) 


whom, but thoſe who have uſurped the Direction of ag; 
which they did not underſtand, or which their Sollicitude ſ 
the Preſervation of their own Power hindered them f 
attending? | | 

That the Spaniards, Sir, are now enabled to make . 
ſiſtance, and perhaps to inſult and depopulate our Colos 
that the French have diſpatched a Fleet into the Ameri, 
Seas, to obſtruct, as may be conjectured, the Progreſs of a 
Arms, and that we are in Danger of meeting an Oppoſyy, 
which we did not expect, is too evident to be concealcd, 

But, Sir, is not the Spirit of our Enemies the Cong 
quence rather of our Cowardice than of their own Strenyj, 
Does not the Oppoſition to our Deſigns, by whatever N. 
tion it ſhall be made, ariſe from the Contempt which he 
been brought upon us by our Irrefolution, Forbearance, 2 
Delays? Had we reſented the firſt Inſult, and repaired 
earlieſt Loſſes by vigorous Reprizals, our Merchants had lo 
ago carried on their Trafic with Security, our Enemnj; 
would have courted us with Reſpect, and our Allies fuppony 
us with Confidence, 

Dur Negotiations, Treaties, Propoſals, and Conceſſion; 
not only afforded them Leiſure to collect their Forces, eg 
their Fleets, and fortify their Coaſts, but gave them likewi: 


own Cowardice and Folly. By our ill-timed Patience, :n 
lingering Preparations, we encouraged thoſe to unite zg:in! 
us, who would otherwiſe have only hated us in ſecret; an 
deterred thoſe from declaring in our Favour, whom [ner 


or Gratitude might have inclined to aſſiſt us. For who wil 


And who will expect that thoſe will defend their Allies, who 
deſert themſelves? 

But, Sir, however late our Reſentment was awakened, 
had the War been proſecuted vigorouſly after it was declared, 
we might have been now ſecure from Danger, and tretd 
from Suſpence, nor would any thing have remained but u 
give Laws to our Enemies. | 

From the Succeſs of Vernon, with ſo inconfiderab' 
Forces, we may conjecture what would have been performec 
with an Armament proportioned to his Undertaking ; 40 
why he was not better ſupplied, no Reaſon has yet been ger; 
nor can it be eaſily diſcovered why we either did not beg 
the War before our Enemies had concerted their Meziuttz, 
or delay it till we had formed our own. 

Notwithſtanding ſome Opportunities have been neg!ett, 
and all the Advantages of a ſudden Attack have been _ 
verably 


[ 
0 
ſupport thoſe from whom no mutual Support can be expettec! y 
| 
{ 
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* Un 
Aly 
T it | 


\ deſpiſe and neglect us, and our Enemies are animated to 


antinues the ſame ; nor are there yet any Preparations made 
xainlt us by the Enemy, with Views beyond their own Se- 
rity and Defence. It does not yet appear, Sir, that our 
zemies, however inſolent, look upon us as the proper Ob- 
A; of a Conqueſt, or that they imagine it poſſible to be- 
eze us in our OWN Ports, or to confine us to the Defence of 
ir own Country. We are not therefore to have Recourſe 
; Meaſures, which, if they are ever to be admitted, can be 
1t:fied by the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; and can only become proper, 


„. the laſt and deſperate Expedient. The Enemy, Sir, ought 
. appear not only in our Seas, but in our Ports, before it can 
e necefſiry that one Part of the Nation ſhould be enſlav'd 
or the Preſervation of the relt. | 

d ou « To deſtroy any Part of the Community, while it is 
1 in our Power to preſerve the whole, is certainly abſurd, 
eme 2nd inconſiſtent with the Equity and Tenderneſs of a good 
en Government : And what is Slavery leſs than Deſtruction ? 
i What greater Calamity has that Man to expect, who has 
one, been already deprived of his Liberty, and reduced to the Le- 
Qui) rel with Thieves and Murderers? With what Spirit, Sir. 


wil he draw his Sword upon his Invaders, who has no- 
thing to defend? Or why ſhould he repel the Injuries which 
will make no Addition to his Miſery, and will fall only on 
thole to whom ae is enſlav'd ? 

© It is well known that Gratitude is the Foundation of our 
Duty to our Country, and to our Superiors, whom we are 
obliged to protect on ſome Occaſions, becauſe upon others 
we receive Protection from them, and are maintain'd in the 
quiet Poſſeſſion of our Fortunes, and the Security of our Lives. 
But what Gratitude is due to his Country from a Man di- 
ſtinguiſh'd without a Crime by the Legiſlature, from the reſt 
of the People, and mark'd out for Hardſhips and Oppreſſions ? 


tuat others may fatten with Indolence, and ſlumber without 
Anxiety? From a Man who is dragged to Miſery without 
Reward, and hunted from his Retreat, as the Fioperty of his 
Maſter ? 

Where Gretitude, Sir, is not the Motive of Action, 
which may eaſily happen in Minds not accu lom'd to obſerve 
the Ends of Government and Relations of Society, Intereſt 
never fails to preſide, which may be diſtinguiſh'd from Gra- 
| titude, as it regards the immediate Conſequences of Actions, 
and confines the View of preſent Advantages. But what In- 
terelt can be gratified by a Man who is not Maſter of his own 


Actions, 


,rably loſt ; notwithſtanding our Friends, Sir, have learned Anno 14, Geo. 


,nidence and Obſtinacy, yet our real and intrinſic strengt 


From a Man who is condemn'd to Labour and to Danger, only 
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Anno 14, Geo Actions, nor ſecure in the Enjoyment of his Acquiſition, j 
11 1740. Why ſhould he be ſollicitous to increaſe his Property, who 
| may be torn from the Poſſeſſion of it in a Moment? Or upon 


what Motive can he act, who will not become more apy 
by doing his Duty ? | 

Many of thoſe, to whom this Bill is propos'd to exten, 
have raiſed Fortunes at the Expence of their Eaſe, and a the 
Hazard of their Lives; and now fit at Relt, enjoying yg 
Memory of their pait Hardſhips, and inciting others to the 
Proſecution of the ſame Adventures: How will it be mr 
reaſonable to drag theſe Men from their Houſes, than to ſeine 
any other Gentleman upon his own Eſtate ? And how negli. 
gently will our Navigation and our Commerce be promated, 
when it is diſcover'd that either Wealth cannot be gained yy 
them; or, if ſo gained, cannot be enjoy'd ? 

But it is ſtill urged, Sir, that there is a Neceſſity d 
manning the Fleet; a Neceſſity which indeed cannot totally 
be denied, tho? a ſhort Delay would produce no frightful Con- 
lequences, would expoſe us to no Invaſions, nor diſable y; 
from proſecuting the War, Yet, as the Neceſſity at leaſt de. 
ſerves the Regard of the Legiſlature, let us conſider what 
Motives have hitherto gain'd Men over to the public Ser. 
vice; let us examine how our Land- Forces are raiſed, and 
how our Merchants equip their Ships. How is all this effed- 
ed without Murmurs, Mutinies, or Diſcontent, but by the 

natural and eaſy Method of offering Rewards? 

It may be objected, Sir, that Rewards have been alrea- 
dy propos'd without Effe& ; but, not to mention the corrupt 
Arts which have been made uſe of to elude that Promiſe, by 
rejecting thoſe that came to claim them, we can infer from 
their Inefficacy only, that they were too ſmall ; that they 
were not ſufficient to dazzle the Attention, and withdraw it 
from the Proſpect of the diſtant Advantages which may ariſe 
from the Service of the Merchants. Let the Reward there. 
fore be doubled, and if it be not then ſufficient, doubled anew, 
There is nothing but may be bought, if an adequate Price is 
offered; and we are therefore to raiſe the Reward till itſhall 
be adjudged by the Sailors equivalent to the Inconveniencics 
of the Service. 

© Let no Man urge that this is Profuſion; that it is a 
Breach of Truſt, and a Prodigality of the public Money. 
Sir, the Money thus paid is the Price of Liberty ; it is diſbur- 
ſed to hinder Slavery from encroaching, to preſerve our natu- 
Tal Rights from InfraQlion, and the Conſtitution of our 
Country from Violence, If we vote away the Privilege of 
one Claſs among us, thoſe of another may quickly who 

| manged j 
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on; RM 4:nded 3 and Slavery will advanc: by degrees, till the laſt Anno 14, Geo. 9 
wio MW gewains of Freedom {hall be loſt. L 1749. | 73 
Upon gut perhaps, Sir, it will appear, upon Reflection, that \ VN i 
app eren this Method needs not to be practiſcd. It is well „ 

known, that it is not neceſſary for the whole Crew of a Ship hy 
tene be expert Sailors; there muſt be ſome Novices, and many ji 
t the „doe Employment has more of Labour than of Art. We 1 
the Wave now a numerous Army which burthens our Country, 1 


vithdut defending it, and from whom we may therefore draw 


the | 

dae sopplies for the Fleet, and diſtribute them amongſt the Ships * 
eine in jut Proportions 3 they may immediately aſſiſt the Seamen, in 
g. ad will become able in a ſhort Time to train up others, % 
ted, t will doubtleſs, Sir. be objected to this Propoſal, that is 


tte Continent is in Confuſion, and that we ought to continue 
lch a Force as may enable us to aſſiſt our Allies, maintain 44 


ai cur Influence, and turn the Scale of Affairs in the neighbour- 
I. ug Countries, I know not how we are indebted to our 
n- Allies, or by what Ties we are obliged to aſſiſt thoſe who 
vs terer aſſiſted us; nor can I, upon mature Confideration, 
ee. think it neceſtury to be always gazing on the Continent, 
dat watching the Motions of every Potentate, and anxiouſly at- 
2 tentive to every Revolution. There is no end, Sir, of obvi- 
nd ting Contingencies, of attempting to ſecure ourſelves from 


l erery Poſſibility of Danger. I am indeed deſirous that our 
le Friends, if any there be that deſerve that Name, ſhould ſuc- 

czed in their Defigns, and be protected in their Claims; but 
4 think it ought always to be remembered, that our own Af- 
pt hirs affect us immediately, th-irs only by Conſequence ; and 
y that the neareſt Danger is to be firſt regarded, 


0 With reſpe@ to the Amendment offer'd to this Clauſe, I 
ennot ſee that it will produce any Advantage, nor think any 
it Evidence ſufficient to juſtify the Breach of our Conſtitution, 
e or ſubject any Man to the Hardſhip of having his Dwelling 


c enter d by Force. 
C And, Sir, I am not entirely ſati:fied of the Impartiality 
$ and Equity with which it is promiſed that this Law will be 


put in Execution, or what new Influence is to co-operate 
, wich this Law, by which Corruption and Oppreſſion will be 
prevented. | 


| * It is well known, Sir, that many other Laws are made 
ineffectual by Partiality or Negligence, which remarkably 
appears by the immenſe Quantitics of Corn that are daily 

carried into foreign Countries, by illegal Exportations, by 

which Traffic I am informed that we obtain moſt of our fo- 

reign Gold, which in Reality is pajd us for Corn by the 
Dutch ; tho' it is ſtudiouſly repreſented to the Nation as 

Bained by our Traffic with Portugal, who can aſſure us that 

Vol. VIE. K k this 


Anno x 4, Geo. this Law will not be perverted after the Example of Others} 


IL 1740, 


produce ſuch univerſal Diſcontent, and give Occafion to ſo 
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And that there will not be Wretches found that may emyj, 
it to the Extortion of Money, or the Gratification of ge. 
venge ? | 

Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn by what Means our Fleet ny 
now be equipped, and how a Supply of Sailors may be pe. 
petuated ; for I cannot think how the Boys which are edug. 
ted at Charity-Schools ean be more properly employed; 
Proportion may be eafily ſelected for the Service, who yil 
benefit the Public much more than by ſerving Sharpers ay 
Attornies, and pilfering either at low Gaming-Houſes, or in 
the Inns of Court, 

Since therefore is it not pretended, Sir, that this Bill cas 
be juſtified otherwiſe than by Neceſſity, and it appears tha 
Supplies may be raiſed by other Means; ſince inſtead, of in. 
creaſing and encouraging Seamen, nothing is propoſed that 
does not manifeſtly tend, by depreſſing and harraſſing then, 
to diminiſh their Numbers; I think it reaſonable to declyr 
that I ſhall continue to oppoſe it, and hope that every Friend 
of Liberty, or Commerce, will concur in the Oppoſition,” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


SIR, 


I have conſider'd the Bill before us with the utmoſt In. 
partiality, and I can ſee no Reaſon to apprehend that it vil 


many Abuſes as the Honourable Gentlemen by whom it is 
oppoſed, appear to ſuſpect. It is not uncommon, Sir, in 
judging of future Events, and tracing Effects from Cauſes, far 
the moſt Sagacious to be miſtaken. 

The ſafeſt Method of conjecturing upon the future, is to 
conſider the paſt, for it is always probable, that from like 
Cauſes like Conſequences will ariſe. Let us therefore, Sit, 
examine what Injuſtice or Oppreſſion has been hitherto prc- 
duc'd by Laws of the ſame Kind 

* The Power of Searching, however it is now become the 
Subject of loud Exclamation, and pathetic Harangues, is no 
new Invaſion of the Rights of the People, but has been alrea- 
dy granted in its utmoſt Extent, for an end of no greater Im- 
portance than the Preſervation of the Game: This formida 
ble Authority has been already truſted to the Magiltrate, and 
the Nation has been already ſubjected to this inſupportabie 
"Tyranny, only leſt the Hares and Partridges ſhould be deſtroy- 
ed, and Gentlemen be obliged to diſband their Hounds, aud 
dilmiis their Setting D gs. : 

Vet, Sir, even with regard to this Power, thus exhorbl- 


tant, and whus lightly granted, I have heard no general rt 
paints 


% 
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laints, nor believe that it is look'd upon as a Grievance by Anno 14, Cec: 
u, but thoſe whom it reſtrains from living upon the Game, IL 1740. 

1d condemns to maintain themſelves by a more honeſt and 

iſeful Induſtry. 

« I hope, Sir, thoſe that think this Law for the Preſerva- 

on of their Amuſement rational and juſt, will have at leaſt 

je ame Regard to the Defence of their Country, and will 

ot think their Veniſon deſerves greater Sollicitude, than 

teir Fortunes and their Liberties. 

« Nor is it difficult, Sir, to produce Inſtances of the Exer- 

iſe of this Power for the End which is now propoſed, with- | ! 
out any Conſequences that ſhould diſcourage us from repeating | 
the Experiment, I have now in my Hand a Letter, by jt 
wich the Mayor and Aldermen of Briſtol are empowered to 


f in. eie all the Sailors within the Bounds of their Juriſdiction, 
that nich Order was executed without any Outcries of Oppreſ- 
den, aan, or Apprehenſions of the Approach of Slavery. 

A That this Law, Sir, will be always executed with the 
ien 


ſrifteſt Impartiality, and without the leaſt Regard to any 
private Purpoſes, cannot indeed be demonſtratively proved; | 
every Law may poſſibly be abuſed by a Combination of Pro- ö 
ligates, but it muſt, I think, be granted, that' it is drawn up + 
vith all the Caution that Reaſon, or Juſtice, or the Corrup- 
tion of the preſent Age requires. I know not what can be 
contrived better than an Aſſociation of Men unlikely to con- 
cur in their Views and Intereſts, A Juſtice of the Peace, a 
Lieutenant of a Ship, and a Commiſſioner of the Navy, three 
\len probably unknown to each other, and of which no 4 
one will be at all ſollicitous to deſire the reſt to unite, to com- 
mita Crime to which no Temptation can be readily ima- 

ined, 
This Caution, Sir, which cannot but be approved, and 
which ſurely is ſome Proof of Judgment, and Conſideration, 
cught, in my Opinion, to have exempted the Bill, and thoſe 
by whoſe Aſſiſtance it was drawn up, from the reproachful 
and indecent Charge of Abſurdity, Ignorance, and Incapa- 
city; Terms which the Dignity of this Aſſembly does not 
admit, even when they are inconteſtably juſt, and which 
ſurely ought not to be made Ule of when the Queſtion is of 
doubtful Nature. | 

* The Gentlemen, Sir, who are now entruſted with pub- 
lic Employments have never yet diſcovered that they are in- 
ferior to their Predeceſſors in Knowledge, or Integrity, nor * 
do their Characters ſuffer any Diminution by a Compariſon | 
with thoſe who vilify and traduce them. 

* Thoſe, Sir, that treat others with ſuch licentious Con- 
empt, ought ſurely to give ſome illuſtrious Proof of their own 
k z Abilities ; 


2 > 
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Anno 14, Seo Abilities ; and yet, if we examire what has been produced q 
II. 1749: tj; Quettion, we ſhall find no Reaſon to admire their Spa 

— city, or their Knowledge. | 

We have been told, Sir, that the Fleet might proper 
be mann'd by a Deatchment from the Army, but it has 80 
been proved that we have any ſuperfluous Forces in the King, 
dom, nor, indeed, will our Army be found ſufficiently num. 
rous, if, by neglecting to equip our Fleet, we give our Eu 
mies an Opportunity of entering our Country. 

If it be enquired what Neceſſity there is for our preſer; 

Forces? what Expeditions are defign'd ? or what Danger 
are fear'd? I ſhall not think it my Duty to return any Ay, 
ſwer. It is, Sir, the great Unhappineſs of our Conſtitution, 
that our Determinations cannot be kept fecret, and that oy 
Enemies may always form Conjectures of our Defigns, by 
knowing our Preparations ; but ſurely more is not to be pub. 
I:{h'd than Neceſſity exorts, and the —— has a Rigi 
to conceal what it weuld injure the Nation to diſcover, 

Nor can I, Sir, approve the Method of levying Sailer 
by the Incitement of an exorbitant Reward, a Reward to he 

6 augmented at the Pleaſure of thoſe who are to receive i; 
For what can be the Conſequence of ſuch che ne but 
that thoſe, to whom the largeſt Sum is offered, will yet reful 
their Service in Expectation of a greater? The Reward 
already propoſed is, in my Opinion, the utmoſt Stretch of 
Liberty; and all beyond may be cenſur'd as Profuſion. 

© Ir is not to be imagin'd, Sir, that all theſe Objections 
were not made, and anſwered, in the Reign of the late Queer, 

- When a Bill ofthe fame Nature was propoſed ; they are at. 
ſwered at leaſt by the Neceſſity of thoſe Times, which Ne. 
cCeſſity has now return'd upon us. 

We do not find that it produced any Conſequences (9 
formidable and deſtructive, that they ſhould for ever diſcou. 
rage us from attempting to raiſe Forces by the ſame Means; 
it was then readily enacted, and executed without Oppoſition, 
and without Complaints; nor do believe that any Meaſure: 
can be propoſed of equal Efficacy, and Jeſs Severity.” 


Mr. Sandys, 


S 1R, 

Mr. Sandys Whether the Precedents produc'd in Defence of this Bil, 
Mr, Sande. will have more Weight than the Arguments, mult be ſhewn 
* by a careful Examination, which will perhaps diſcover that 
the Order ſent to the Magiſtrates of Briſtol convey'd no neu 
Power, ror ſuch as is, in any reſpect, parallel to that which 

this Bill is intended to confer. 
They were only enjoined to enquire with more _ 
| ln 
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v has always ſubjected to Puniſhment, and ſend them to 
Fleet, inſtead of any other Place of Correction; a Method 
ich may now be purſued without Danger, Oppoſition, or 
mplaint. | 
1 for my Part, I am not able, upon the cloſeſt Atten- 
1 to the preſent Scene of Affairs, to find out the Neceſſity. 
exraordinary Methods cf any Kind, The Fears of an In- 
fon from France, are, in my Opinion, Sir, merely chime- 
al ; from their Fleet in America the Coaſts of England 
ve nothing to fear, and after the numerous Levies of Seamen 
which it was fitted out, it is not yet probable that they 
i ſpeedily ſend out another. We know, Sir, that the 
umber of Seamen depends upon the Extent of Commerce, 
id ſurely there is as yet no ſuch Diſproportion between their 
rade and ours, as that they ſhould be able to furniſh out a 
ral Armament with much greater Expedition than cur. 
Ives, 
In America, our Forces are at leaſt equal to theirs, ſo 
ut it is not very probable, that, aſter the total Deſtruct ion of 
ur Fleet by them, they ſhould be ſo little injured, as to be 
de immediately to ſer ſail for the Channel, and inſult us in 
ur own Ports; to effect this, Sir, they muſt not only con- 
er us, but conquer us without Reſiſtance. 
f they do not interrupt us in our Attempts, nor expoſe 
temſelves to an Engagement, they may indeed return with- 
ut ſuffering great Damages, but I know not how they can 
ewe the Shores of America unobſeryed, or pour an unexpect- 
| Invaſion upon us. if they continue there, Sir, they can- 
dat hurt us; and when they return, we may prepare for their 
Reception. | 

There are Men I know, Sir, who have Reaſon to think 
tighly of the French Policy, and whoſe Ideas may be exalt- 
cio a Beljef that they can perform Impoſſibilities; but I have 
not yet preyailed upon my ſelf to conceive that they can act 
viſibly, or that they can equip a Fleet by Sorcery, collect 
n Army in a Moment, and dety us on ourown Coaſt, with- 
vut any perceptible Preparations.? 


dir Charles Wager. 


Sim, : 
The Calamities produced by Diſcord, and Contention, 
ized not to be pointed out, but it may be proper to reflect 
on the Canſequences of a Houſe divided againſt itſelf, that 

we may endeavour to avoid them. | 
_ © Unanimity is produced by nothing more powerful than 
' impending Danger, and therefore it may be uſeful to 3 
e 


| Stritneſs, after Strollers and Vagabonds, ſuch as the Anno 14, Geo. 


II. 1745. 


Sir Charles 
Wager. 


Anno 14, Geo, 


IL. 1740 


WY 


Want of Seamen in the Nation, but becauſe any Service i; 


Mr.Southwell + When any Authority ſhall be lodged in my Hands to be 


Mr. Lyttleron 
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thoſe who ſeem at preſent in profound Security, thi the 
Power of France is more formidable than they are Willing v 
allow. | 

« My Age, Sir, enables me to remember many Tranſy 
tions ef the War in the late Reigns, to which many Gent. 
men are Strangers, or of which they have only imperieg | 
Ideas from Hiſtory and Tradition. 

In the ſecond Year of the Reign of King William, de 
French gained a Victory over the united Fleets of the mat. 
time Powers, which gave them, for the Summer folloyir 
the Dominion of the Channel, enabled them to ſhut up _ 
Merchants in their Ports, and produced a total Suſpenſion af 
our Commerce. 

* Thoſe, Sir, to whom the Importance of Trade i; 6 
well known, will eaſily apprehend the Weight of this Can. 
mity, and will, I hope, reje& no Meaſures that have a maj. 
feſt Tenderneſs to prevent it. | 

Our Ships, Sir, do not lie uſeleſs becauſe there i; any 


preferred to that of the Public. 

There are now to my Knowledge in one Town on the 
Welt Coaſt, no fewer than 1200 Sailors, of which ſure ) a 
third Part may be juſtly claimed by the public Intereſt; nor 
do I know why they who obſtinately refule to ſerve their 
Country, ſhould be treated with ſo much Tenderneſs. [tis 
more reaſonable that they ſhould ſuffer by their Refuſal, 
than that the general Happineſs ſhould be endangered. 


Mr. Southwell. 
81 2, 


exerciſed for the public Benefit, I ſhall always endeavour to 
exert it with Honeſty and Diligence; but will never be 
made the Inſtrument of Oppreſſion, nor execute any Com. 
miſſion of Tyranny or Injuſtice. 

As therefore the Power of ſearching is to be placed in 
the Hands of Juſtices of the Peace, I think it neceſſary to 
declare that I will never perform ſo hateful a Part of the 
Office, and that, if this Bill becomes a Law, I will retire 
from the Place to which my Authority is limited, rather than 
contribute to the Miſeries of my Fellow Subjects”? 


Mr. Lyttleton, 


SIR, 

All the Arguments which have been offered in ſuppott 
of this Bill, are reduced at laſt to one conſtant A ſſertion of 
the Neceſſity of paſſing it. 10 

« We 
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We have been told, Sir, with great Acuteneſs, that a Anno 14, Geo 
War cannot be carried on without Men, and that, Ships are II. 1740 
leſs without Sailors; and from thence it is inferred that the CW WNuJ 
Bill is neceſſary. | | 
That Forces are, by ſome mean”, neceſſary to be raiſed, 
the warmeſt Opponents of the Bill will not deny ; but they 
cannot therefore allow the Inference, that the Methods now 
opoled are neceſſary. 
They are of Opinion, Sir, that cruel and oppreſſive 
Meaſures can never be juſtified, till all others have been 
ried without Effect; they think that the Law, when it was 
ſormerly paſt, was unjuſt, and are convinced, by obſerving 
that it never was revived, that it was by Experience diſ- 
covered to be uſeleſs. 
« Neceflity, abſolute Neceſſity, is a formidable Sound, and 
may terrify the weak and timorous into Silence and Compli- 
ance; but it will be found, upon Reflection, to be often no- 
thing but an idle Feint, to amuſe and to delude us; and that 
what is repreſented as neceſſary to the Public, is only ſome- 
thing convenient to Men in Power. | 
« Neceſſity, Sir, has heretofore been produced as a Plea for 
that which could be no otherwiſe defended. In the Days of 
Charles I Ship Money was declared to be legal. becauſe it 
was neceſſary,, Such was the Reaſoning of the Lawyers, 
and the Determination of the JuJges ; but the Parliament, 
a Parliament of Patriots! without Fear, and without Cor- 
ruption, and influenced only by a fincere Regard for the Pub- 
lic, were of a different Opinion, and neither admitted the 
Lawfulneſs nor Neceſſity. 
* It will become us on this Occaſion to act with equal Vi- 
gour, and convince our Countrymen, that we proceed upon 
the ame Principles, and that the Liberties cf the People are 
our chief Care. | 
© I hope we ſhall unite in defeating any Attempts that 
may impair the Rights which every Briton boaſts as his 
Birth-right, and reje& a Law which will be equally dreaded 
and deteſted with the Inquiſition of Spain. 


Sir William Yonge. 
SIX, 


Tho' many particular Clauſes of this Bill have been Sir Willia: 
diſapproved and oppoſed, fome with more, and me with Yonge. 
leſs Reaſon, yet the Committee has hitherto agreed that a 
Bill for this Purpoſe is neceſſary in the preſent State of our 
Affairs; upon this Principle we have proceeded thus far, 
lereral Gentlemen have propoſed their Opinions, contributed 
their 
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Anno 14, Geo their Obſervations, and laboured as in an Affair unive;j 
H. 1740. admitted tp be of high Importance to the general Proſperi 

But now, Sir, when ſome of the Difficulties are fü. 

mounted, ſome Expedients luckily ſtruck out, ſome Obe. 

tions removed, and the great Defign brought neare; to 

Execution, we are on a ſudden informed, that all our Ia. 

bour is ſuperfluous, that we are amuſing ourſelves with yp 

leſs Conſultations, providing againſt Calamities that cn 

never happen, and raiſing Bulwarks without an Enemy, thy 

therefore tne Queſtion before us is of no Importance, az 

the — ought, without farther Examination, to be totally 

re . ſaſpici. 

Ker ſuppoſe, Sir, I ſhall be readily believed, when J de. * 

clare that I ſhall willingly admit any Arguments that may 

evince our Safety; but in Proportion as real Freedom from 

Danger is to be deſired, a ſupine and indolent Neglect of it 

is to be dreaded and avoided ; and I cannot but fear that oy; 


Enemies are more formidable, and more malicious, than the * 
Gentlemen that oppoſe this Bill have repreſented them. whic! 
This Bill can only be oppoſed upon the Suppeſition cut N 
that it gives a Sinction to Severities more rigorous than our and 1 
preſent Circumſtances require; for nothing can be more fal. 
lacious or invidious than a Compariſon of this Law with the reme 
Demand of Ship-Money, a Demand contrary to all Lay, Artif 
and enforced by the manifeſt Exertion of arbitrary Power, that 
How has the Conduct of his preſent Majelty any Re- fore 
ſemblance with that of Charles I? Is any Money levied by 
Order of the Council? Are the Determinations of the pie 
Judges ſet in Oppoſition to Acts of Parliament? Is any hav 
Man injured in his Property by an unlimited Extenſion Cor 
of the Prerogative ? Or any Tribunal eltablifhed ſuperior to Pro 
the Laws of the Nation ? | by 
« To draw Parallels, Sir, where there is no Reſemblance, me 
and to accuſe j by Inſinuations where there is no Shadow of Var 
a Crime; to raiſe Qutcries when no Injury is attempted, | 
and to deny a real Neceſſity, becauſe it was once pretended "oy 
for a bad Purpoſe, is ſurely not to advance the public Service, N. 
which can only be promoted by juſt Reaſonings, and calm th 
Reflections, not by Sophiſtry and Satire, by Inſinuations 
without Ground, and by Inſtances beſide the Purpole. 
Mr. Lytleton, 
SIR. th 
Mr.Lyttleton *© True Zeal for the Service of the Public is never dil- c 
covered by colluſive Subterfuges and malicious Repreſenta- Pp 
tions; a Mind attentive to the common Good, would hardly, a 
on an Occaſion like this, have been at Leiſure to pervert an T 


harmleſs 


(997) 4 
dess Illuſtration, and extract Diſaffection from a caſual Anno! 4, Geo , | 
"ty, bemark. II. 1740. 10 
fur , It is, indeed, not impoſſible, Sir, that I might expreſs 1 : 1 
ſee. N rytelt obſcurely, and it may be therefore neceſſary to de- 9 
t are that | intended no diſreſpeAfal Reflection on the Con- a f 
2 guet of his Majeſty, but muſt obſerve at the ſame time, that 7 
uſe. cure or inaccurate Expreſſions ought always to be inter- it. 
ted in the moſt inoffenſive Meaning, and that to be too 68 
dat cacious in diſcovering concealed Infinuations, is no great Ny | 
t Proof of ſuperior Integrity, : E | bs | 
ly :; Wiſdom, Sir, is ſeldom captious, and Honeſty ſeldom 1 | 

ſuſpicious: A Man capable of comprehending the whole Ex- 4þ 
e. tent of a Queſtion, diſdains to divert his Attention by trifling 1 | 
y Obſervations 3 and he that is above the Practice of little Arts, 4 
a ir the Motions of petty Malice, does not eaſily imagine them 57 
t incident to another. bl 
i That in the Queſtion of Ship-Money Neceſſity was pre- 44 
b tended, cannot be denied; and therefore all that J aſſerted, i! 

which was only that the Nation had been once terrified with- oy 
| cut Reaſon, by the formidable Sound of Neceſſity, is evident 1 
and unconteſted. +1 


. * 


« When a Fraud has once been practiſed, it is of Uſe to 

remember it, that we may not twice be deceived by the ſame 
Artifice, and therefore [ mentioned the Plea of Neceſſity, 
that it may be enquir'd whether it is now more true than be- 
fore. 
« That the Parliament, Sir, and not the Judges, is now ap- 
plied to, is no Proof of the Validity of the Arguments which 
have been produced ; for in the Days of Ship-Money, the 
Conſent of the Parliament had been aſked had there been any 
Proſpect of obtaining it; but the Court had been convinc'd, 
by frequent Experiments, of the Inflexibility of the Parlia- 
ment, and deſpaired of influencing them by Proſpects of Ad- 1 
vantage, or intimidating them by Frowns or Menaces. / 
May this and every future Parliament imitate their Con- 
wa, and, like them, diſtinguiſh between real and pretended 
Neceſſity ; and let not us be terrified by idle Clamours into 
the Eſtabliſhment of a Law at once uſeleſs and oppreſſive. 


Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 


„That I did not intend to miſrepreſent the Meaning of Sir William 
te Honourable Gentleman, I hope it is not neceſſary to de- Vonée. 
Care; and that I have in reality been guiſty of any Miſre— 
preſentation, I am not yet convinced. 1f he did not intend 
a Parallel between Ship-Money and the preſent Bill, to what 
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Furpoſe was his Obſervation ? And it he did intend it, was it 
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Mr Bathurſt. 


Lord Gage 
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Anno 14, Geo not proper to ſhew there was no Reſemblance, and that * 


It 
an in 


ould b 


which could be inferred from it was there fore fallaciqy, 2nd 
inconcluſive? | ; 
Nor do I only differ, Sir, in Opinion with the Hong 


\llevia 
ble Gentleman with relation to his Compariſon of Meaſurs = of 
which have nothing in common with each other; but | yk. con! 
venture to declare, that he is not more accurate in his (j, "re th 
tions from Hiſtory. The King did not apply to the Judy, be Ty 
becauſe the Parliament would not have granted him the 1, om 
ney that he demanded, but becauſe his chief Ambition v Mice of 
govern the Nation by the Prerogative alone, and to free hin. 

{elf and his Deſcendants from parliamentary Enquiries. Mir 
That this Account, Sir, is juſt, I am confident the {ji 8 
tories of thoſe Times will diſcover; and therefore any inyi. . 
dious Compariſon between that Parliament and any other, e 
without Foundation in Reaſon or in Truth. * 
Mr. Bathurſt. I, 
DD 1 <A 
That this Law will eafily admit, in the Execution of i; nh 


ſuch Abuſes as will over-ballance the Benefits, may readily be 

roved ; and it will not be conſiſtent with that Regard to the 
Public, expected from us by thoſe whom we repreſent, to enad 
a Law which may probably become an Inſtrument of Oppreſ 
ſion. | 

The Servant, by whom I am now attended, may be 
termed, according to the Determination of the V indicators of 
this Bill, a Sea-faring-Man, having been once in the Wel 
Indies; and he may therefore be forced from my Service, 
and dragged into a Ship by the Authority of a Jultice of the 
Peace, perhaps of ſome abandon'd Proſtitute dignified with a 
Commiſſion only to influence Elections, and awe choſe whom 
Exciſes and Riot Acts cannot ſubdue. 

I think it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I would by 
Force oppoſe the Execution of a Law like this; that I would 
bar my Doors and defend them; that I would call my Neigh- 
boars to my Aſſiſtance; and treat thoſe who ſhould attempt 
to enter, without may Conſent, as Thieves, Ruffians, and Mur: 
derers 5 


Lord Gage. 2 

S IR, N 

* It is well known that by the Laws of this Nation Fover. 5 
ty is in ſome Degree conſidered as a Crime, and that dle b 
Debtor has only this Advantage over the Felon, that he cit d 


not be purſued into his Dwelling, nor be ferced from de 


3 


Shelter of his own Houſe. 


(259) 
i 27 
$ and in in Debt is already ſufficiently miſerable, and that he 
old be more worthy of the Legiſlative Power to contrive 


Our BW lleviations of his Hardſhips, than Additions to them; and it 


ures ems therefore no inconſiderable ObjeRion to this Bill, that 
vil, conferring the Power of entering Houſes by Force, it may 
Ce the Harpies of the Law an Opportunity of entering, in 
gende Tumult of an Impreſs, and of dragging a Debtor to a 


oiſom Priſon, under Pretence of forcing Sailors into the Ser- 
rice of the Crown. 


Mr. Tracy. 


SIR, 


That ſome Law for the Ends propoſed by the Bill before 
us is neceſſary, I don't ſee how we can doubt, after the Decla- 
ations of the Admirals, who are fully acquainted with the 
Service fol which Proviſion is to be made, and of the Mini- 
try, whoſe Knowledge of the preſent State of our own 
Strength, and the Defigns of our Enemies, is doubtleſs more 
exit than they can acquire who are not engaged in public 
Employments, 

« If, therefore, the Meaſures now propoſed are neceſlary, 
o' they may not be agreeable to the preſent Diſpolitions of 
the People, for whoſe Preſervation they are intended, I ſhall 
think it my Duty to concur in them, that the public Service 
may not be retarded, nor the Safety of a whole Nation ha- 
zrded, by a ſcrupulous Attention to minute Objections.” 


Mr. Campbell. 
S1R, 


my Declarations of the Excellence of our Conſtitution, the 
impartiality of our Government, and the Efficacy of our 
Laws, been reproached by Foreigners with the Practice of 
lmpreſſes, as an Hardſhip which would raiſe a Rebellion in 
abſolute Monarchies, and kindle thoſe Nations into Madneſs, 
that have for many Ages known no other Law than the Will 
of their Princes. A Hardſhip which includes Impriſonment 
and Slavery, and to which therefore no Aggravations ought 
to be added. | 

* But if Juſtice and Reaſon, Sir, are to be overborn by 
Neceſſity ; if Neceſſity is to ſtop our Ears again!t the Com- 
plaints of the Oppreſſed, and harden our Hearts at the Sight 
of their Miſery, let it at leaſt not deſtroy our Memories, nor 
deprive us of the Advantages of Experience. 
Let us enquire, Sir, what were the Effects of this hateful 


2:36 Autizo- 


« | think it is univerſally agreed, that the Condition of a Anno'14. Geo 


II. 1740. 


Mr. Tracy. 


© I have often amidſt my Elogies on Britiſh Liberty, and Mr. Campbell 
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Anno 14, Geo Authority when it was formerly conſign'd to the Magit:,,, 


II. 740. 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


(260) 


fare us, 
Were our Fleets mann'd in an Inſtant? Were our Harbour 


immediately crouded with Sailors? Did we ſurprize gn 
Enemies by our Expedition, and make Conqueſts beſote 1 
Invaſion could be ſuſpected? I have heard, Sir, of no fich 
Conſequences, nor of any Advantages which deſerved wo, 


purchaſed by Tyranny and Opprefſion. We have fours th 
very few were procured by the Magiſtrates, and the Charg A 
of ſeizing and conveying was very conſiderable, and theref;;, this P 
cannot but conclude, that illegal Meaſures, which have been tbods 
once tried without Succeſs, ſhould, for a double Reaſon, ner ea 
be reviv'd. Mark 
Sir John Barnard, 4 * 
Guilt 
SIR, char! 
© It is not without Regret that I riſe fo often on thi: Oe. by 
caſion ; for to diſpute with thoſe whoſe Determination: ar thou} 
not influenced by Reaſon, is a ridiculous Ji ſk, a tirefons Predi 
Labour without Proſpe& of Reward. mag; 
But as an Honourable Gentleman has lately remark'd, mer! 
that by deny ing the Neceſſity of the Bill, inſtead of making whit 
Objections to particular Clauſes, the whole Defign of finding com 
Expedients to ſupply the Sea- Service is at once defeated: | a fi 
think it neceſſary to remind him, that I have made mary ; 
Objections to this Bill, and ſupported them by Reaſons which mer 
have not yet been anſwer d. But I ſhall now no lenge tom 
confine my Remarks to ſingle Errors, but obſerve that thc ver 
is one general Deſect, by which the whole Bill is made at. rhe 
ſurd and uſeleſs. tha 
For the Foundation of a Law like this, Sir, the Deſcrp. Cl; 
tion of a Seaman ought to be thus accurately laid down, i: 
ought to be declared what Acts ſhall ſubject him to that De. | 
nomination, and by what Means, after having once enge vel 
himſelf in this unhappy Claſs of Men, he may withdraw i 
to a more ſecure and happy State of Life. Ac 
* Is a Man, who has once only loſt Sight of the Shore, t: be 
be hunted as a Seaman? Is a Man who by Trafic has er. 
riched a Family, to be forced from his Poſſeſſions by tte th 
Authority of an Impreſs? Is a Man, who has purcbaſcd a fo 
Eſtate, and built a Seat, to ſollicit the Admiralty for a Pio 0 
tection from the neighbouring Conſtable? Such Queſtions 1 
theſe, Sir, may be aſk'd, which the Bill before us will enablt 0 
no Man to anſwer. : f 
* If a Bill for this Purpoſe be truly neceſſary, let it at lea 
be freed from ſuch offenfive Abſurdities; let it be drawn u n 
1 


in a Form as different as is poſlible from that of the Bill be 
fart 


( 261 ) 


bare us, and at laſt T am far from imagining that a Law will Anno, Seo. 
e contrived not injurious to Individuals, nor detrimental ro II 1740. 


0 

— je Public; not contrary to the firſt Principles of our Elta. 
en bihment, and not loaded with Folly and Abſurdities.“ 

lueh ; 

obe Mr. Viner. 

that S1R, 

toe A Definition of a Seaman is ſo neceſſiry in a Bill for Mr. Viner. 
Fore this Parpole, that the Omiſſion of it will defeat all the Me- 


ods that can be ſuggeſted. How ſhall a Law be executed, 
or a Penalty inflicted, when the Magiſtrate has no certain 
Marks whereby he may diltinguiſh a Criminal? And when 
wen the Man that is proſecuted may not be conſcious of 
Guilt, or know that the Law extended to him, which he is 
charged with having offended, | 

« If, in defining a Seaman on the preſent Occaſion, it be 
thought proper to have any Regard to the Example of our 
predeceſſors, whoſe Wiſdom has in this Debate been ſo much 
magnified 3 it may be obſerved that a Seaman has been for- 
merly defined, A Man who haunts the Seas ; a Definition 
which ſeems to imply Habit, and Continuance, and not to 
comprehend a Man who has perhaps never gone more than 
a fingle Voyage. 
« But tho' this Definition, Sir, ſhou'd be added to the A- 
mendments already propoled, and the Bill thereby be brought 
omew hat nearer to the conſtitutional Principles of our Go- 
rernment; I cannot yet think it ſo much rectified, as that 
the Hardſhips will not out-weigh the Benefits, and therefore 
ſhall continue to oppoſe the Bill, tho' to tome particular 
Clauſes I have no Objection.“ | 
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The Term Sea-faring Man was then left out, and the ſe- 
veral Amendments were admitted in the Committee, 

Received the Report of His Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs, That he would give Directions for a Scheme to 
be prepared to prevent the Running of Wool. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill for ſupplying ſome Defects in 
the Laws for repairing and-rebuilding County Bridges ; and 
for repairing, enlarging, erecting, and providing Houſes of 
Correction. 

The roth. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for the Improvement 
of the Manufacture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to prevent 
Abuſes in the making of the ſame. 

Read a ſecond Time, a Bill for ſupplying ſome Defects 
in the Laws for repairing County Bridges, and for pro- 
viding Houſes of Correction. | 3 

| ea 
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Read a third Time, and paſſed the * Bill for opening 


Trade to and from Perfia through Ruffia: Ordered 6 0 
the Lords. 


The 


— — — 


*Abſtract of the BII U, for opening a Trade to and fron 
Perſia, thro' Ruſſia. 


« Whereas by Letters Patent, dated February 26, in l 
firſt and ſecond Year of King Philip and Queen Mary, this 
Majeſty's did grant to the Merchant Adventurers of England, 
for the Diſcovery of Lands, Territories, Iſles, &c. unkunan, 
and not before their late Adventure or Enterprize, by Sea o 
Navigation, commonly frequented the fole Privilege of trading 
to the Dominions and Territories of the Emperor of Rufa 
And whereas the Liberties, &c. granted by the ſaid Letter; pa. 
tent, were ofterwards by Ad of Parliament in the gib if 
Queen Elizabeth confirmed to the ſaid Merchants and their qu. 
ceffors, by the Name cf The Fellowſhip of Engliſh Merchans 
for the Diſcovery of new Trades (now commonly called tl! 
Ruſfſia-Company ) by which the ſaid Fellowyhip are to have tle 
ſole Privilege of trading ts and from the Dominions and Terr 
torics of the Emperor of Ruſſia, lying North wards, Nen. 
eaſi-wards, and North-weft wards from London; as alſo to 
the Countries of Armenia Major, or Minor, Media, Hyrcaiia, 
Perſia, or the Caſpian Sea: And whereas, by an A in lt 
rot and 11th Years of King William III. to enlarge the Jad 
40 Ruſjia. any Subject of this Realm bath a Right to becn 

Free of the ſaid Fellowyhip, on Payment of gl. and no mu: 
And whereas, by an A of his late Majeſiy Charles Il fo 
enccuraging and increaſing of Shipping and Nawigation, it ii 
enacted, That no Goods of foreign Growth and Manufaduri, 
hich by the ſaid Af are to be brought into England, Ireland, 
Sc. in Engliſh or other Shipping, navigated in ſuch a manns, 
as therein is mentioned, all be ſhipped, or brought from ary 
other Place or Places, Town or Country, fc but only frim 
theſe of the ſaid Grewth, Produdtion, or Manufa&ure ; or fron 
choſe Ports wheye the ſaid Goods and Commodities could only, u. 
uſually had been firſt ſhipped for Tranſportation, and from n 
other, under the Fo; feiture of all ſuch Goods, as alſo the Shif 
in which they are imported, with all her Guns, Tackle, Cc. u 
be recovered and divided as in the ſaid At direced, with Pri 
iſo that the ſaid AX ſhall not extend to prohibit the importing 


if the Commodities of the Streights or Levant Seas, in Engliſh: 


built Shipping, navigated as therein directed, from the uſual 
Ports or Places for lad, g them within the ſaid Streights er 


Levant! 


(463) 


ve Encouragement of Seamen, and ſpeedier Manning the 
leet, when Sir Charles Wager offer'd a Clauſe by which it was 
o be enacted, That no Merchants, or Bodies Corporate, or 
politic, ſhall hire Sailors at higher Wages than 38 s. for the 
Month, on Pain of forfeiting the treble Value of the Sum fo 
poreed for ; which Law was to commence after Fifteen Days, 
and continue for a Time to be agreed on by the Houle. 
And then ſpoke to the following Purpole. 


1 th Sir, 
ther — — a — 

and Levan Seas, or the importing any Eaft-Inaia Commodities 
wn, laden in the like Shipping, and navigated as aboveſaid, to the 
5 Smthward and Eaſtauard of Caba bona Speranza, altho the 
ting ſaid Commodities be not of the very Growth of the ſaid Places 


reſpeivvely. And whereas, at the Time of paſſing the ſaid laſt- 
mentioned Act, it was not uſual to bring to this Kingdom Raau- 
vile and other Commodities of the Growth and Manufa&ure of 
Perfia, thro Ruſſia. And whereas it may be of great Atvan- 
tage to this Kingdom, to open a Trade to and from Perſia, thro 
Ruſſia, by promoting the Conſumption of the Meollen and other 
Manufat ures thereof, if Ranw-Silk, and other Goode, the Pro- 
duce of Perſia, be permitted to be imported into this Kingdom 
from Ruſſia, in return for ſuch Moollen and other Manufac- 
tures as ſhall be exported from hence into Ruſſia, and from 
thence carried into Perſia, and not otherwiſe : Be it enaﬀed, 
Sc. That from and after the 24th of Fune 1741, it Hall be 
lawful for every Member of the ſaid Fellaauſbip or Ruſſia- 
Company, exclu five of all others, to import into this Kingdom, 
in Britiſh-built Shipping, navigated according to Law, from 
any Port belonging to the Czar, Raw-Silk, or any other Goods 
of the Growth and Manufatiure of Perfia; provided ſuch 
Mani factus e, of the Growth or Produce of Perfia, be pur- 
chaſed by Barter with Mocllen and other Manufatories, or 
Goods exported from Great- Britain to Ruſſia, and from thence 
carried into Perſia ( Gold and Silver in Coin, and Bullion ex- 
cepted or auith the Produce ariſing from the Sales of ſuch 
Manufactures, &c. exported to Ruſſia, and carried into Perſia 
as aforeſaid ; and not otherwiſe, upon paying or ſecuring the 
Duties now payable for the ſame, according to ſuch Rules and 
Directions, &c. as are by Law preſcribed and praiſed on the 
Importation of Goods of the Growth and Manufacture of Per- 


fra, imported into this Kingdom from any Port in the Lewant- 
Seas, by any Perſon free of the Turky, or Levant Company. 

And be it enacted, ic. That no Silk, or other Produce or Ma- 
nufacture of Perſia, ſhall be imported into Great Britain, thro 
Ruſſia, by virtue of this A, unleſs the Importer take an Oath, 


o7 


The Houſe reſolved them into a Committe on the Bill for Anno 14, Geo. 
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Anno. Geo. 91 

II. 1740. , 

„ ,* _* The Neceſſity of this Clauſe muſt be ſo apparent to ern 

Sir Charles Gentleman acquainted with naval and commerical Aﬀzjr, 

Weber. that as no Oppoſition can be apprehended, very few Args 
ments will be requiſite to introduce it. 

How much the public Calamities of War are improyg 
by the Sailors to their own private Advantage, how gegen) 
they ſhun the public Service, in Hopes of receiving exotbi 
tant Wages from the Merchants, and how much they exten 
from the Merchants, by threatening to leave their Seryig 
for that of the Crown, is univerſally known by every Officer 
of the Navy, and every Commander of a Trading- Veſſe. 

A Law therefore, Sir, to reſtrain them in time cf Wzr 
from ſuch exorbitant Demands, to deprive them of thoſe 
Proſpects which have often no other Effect but to lull them in 
Idleneſs, while they ſkulk about in Ex pectation of 2 

ayes, 


=s, 


— — — — — — —̃ — 


or make Affirmation before the Collector, Ic. at the Port if In. 

-portation, that to the beft of his or their Knowledge and Bl:f, 
the Silk and other the Produce or Manufatures of Perſia, wn. 
tained in his or their Entries, was or avere really purchaſed by 
Barter with Woollen, fc. Goods exported from Great-Britain 
to Ruſſia, and from thence carried into Perfia ( not being Geli yy 
Silver in Coin, or Bullion) or with the Produce ariſing fun 
Sales of the ſaid Goods, and not otherwiſe. And in d:fault if 
taking ſuch Oath or Affirmation, being a Puaker, all ſuch Silk, 
&c. ſhall be liable to be ſeized and forfeited, as if the ſunt 
had been imported contrary to the ſaid Ad of the 12th if 
Charles II. 

Provided alevays, and be it enadted, &c. That nothing in this 
Ad ſhall extend to the permitting, uſing, or wearing in thi: 
Kingdom, any wrought Silks or other Mani fucture of Perſia, 
mentioned in the Act 11th of William III. which may be in- 
ported by virtue thereof thro* Ruſſia; but the ſaid A or an 
Clauſe thereof, fc. for re-exporting the ſame, to be in ful 
| Force, &c. 5 
ä And be it further enacted, &c That if any Pueſtion, &c. 
fall ariſe, whether any of the Goods to be imported, by virtue 
of the Ad, be of the Growth or Manufacture of Perſia or mt, 
or were imported contrary to the true Meaning of this Ad, and 
Fall on that Account be ſeized, the Prorf ſhall lie on the Impor- 
ter or Claimer, and not upon the Officer or Informer. 

Provided alſo, that this A jhall not extend to hinder tht 
Eaft India Company from having all ſuch Privileges, Cc. 
as do or ſhall belong to them, Ac. any thing in this Af mit- 
withſtanding,” i 


SSF ²˙¹·.—m ˙ w 


( 265 ) 


urrafling the Merchants, and neglecting the general Intereſt 
their Country is undoubtedly juſt. fe is juſt, Sir, becauſe 
regard to the Public it is neceſſary to prevent the greateſt 
zlamity that can fall upon a People, to preſerve us from re- 
iving Laws from tht moſt implacable of our Enemies; and 
; is jult becauſe with reſpect to particular Men it has no 
endency but to ſuppreſs Idleneſs, Fraud, and Extortion.” 


Mr. H. Fox. 
1's 


be Day propoſed for the Commencement; to make a Law 
paint any pernicious Practice, to which there are ſtrung 
Jemptations, and to give thoſe whoſe Intereſt may incite 
them to it, Time to effect their Schemes, before the Law ſhall 
begin to operate, ſeems not very conſiſtent with their Wiſdom 
or Vigilance. 

It is not denied, Sir, that the Merchants are betrayed by 
that Regard to private Intereſt which prevails too frequently 
over nobler Views, to bribe away from the Service of the 
Crown by large Rewards, thoſe Sailors whoſe Aſſiſtance is 
now ſo neceſſary to the Public, and therefore it is not to be 
imagined that they will not employ their utmoſt Diligence 
to improve the Interval which the Bill allows in making 
Contracts for the enſuing Lear, and that the Sailors will not 
exgerly engage themſelves before this Law ſhall preclude 
their Proſpects of Advantage, 

As therefore to make no Law, and to make a Law that 
will not be obſerved, is in Conſequence the ſame, and as the 
Time ailow'd by the Clauſe, as it now ſtands, may make the 
whole Proviſion ineffectual, it is my Opinion that either it 
ought to begin to operate to-morrow, or that we ought to 
leave the whole Affair in its preſent State.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole, 
S1R, 


quainted ; the Law therefore is always ſuppoſed to be known 
by thoſe who have offended it, becauſe it is the Duty of 
every Man to know it, and certainly it ought to be the Care 
of the Legiſlature, that thoſe whom the Law will affect, may 
have a Poſſibility of knowing it, and that thoſe may not be 
puniſhed for failing in their Duty, whom nothing but ine- 
Yitable Ignorance has betrayed into Offence. 

Vol. VII, M m But 


aces, and to hinder them from deceiving themſelves, em- Anno 14, Geo, 


II. 1749. 


I have no ObjeQion to any Part of this Clauſe, except Mr. H. Fox. 


Nothing has a greater Appearance of Injuſtice, than to gi, Robert 
puniſh Men by virtue of Laws with which they were not ac- Walpole, 


Anno 14, Geo. But if the Oper2tion of this Law ſhould commerce \, 


II. 17 45. 


Mr. H. Fox. 


Lord 
Baltimore 
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morrow, what Numbers may break it, and ſuffer by the 
Breach of it involuntarily, and without Deſign ; and he 
ſhall we vindicate ourſelves from having been acceſſi; 
the Crime which we cenſure and puniſh ?' 


Mr. H. Fox. 


811, 

* I ſhall not urge in Defence of my Motion what is pete. 
rally known and has been frequently inculcated in all Dchaz; 
upon this Bill, that private Conſiderations ought always t 
give Way tothe Neceſſities of the Public; for I think it ſif 
cient to obſerve, that there is a Diſtinction to be made be. 
tween Puniſhment and Reſtraints; and that we never can hs 
too early in the Prevention of pernicious Practices, tho' ye 


1 0 


may ſometimes delay to puniſh them. ” 
The Law will be known to-morrow to far the grezteſ - 
Number of thoſe who may be tempted to defeat it, and if 4 
there be others that break it ignorantly, how will they find 11 
themſelves injured by being only obliged to pay leſs than the 
they promiſed, which is all that I ſhould propoſe withor: but 
longer Warning. The Debate upon this particular will be he 
at length reduced to a Queſtion, Whether a Law for this 
Purpole is juſt and expedient? If a Law be neceſſary, it i; 
neceſſary that it ſhould be executed, and it can be executed 
only by commencing to-morrow.” . | 
Lord Baltimore. » 
SIR, | | C 
It appears to me of no great Importance how ſoon the a 
Operation of the Law commences, or how long it is delayed, F 
becauſe I ſee no Reaſon for imagining that it will at any ' 
Time produce the Effects propoſed by it. a 
It has been the Amuſement, Sir, of the greateſt Part « . 
my Life, to converſe with Men whoſe Inclinations or En- 


ploy ments have made them well acquainted with maritime 
Affairs, and, amidſt innumerable other Schemes for the Pro 
motion of Trade, have heard ſome for the Regulation ©: 
Wages in trading Ships, Schemes, at the firſt Appearance, plau- 
ſible and[likely to ſucceed, but, upon a nearer Enquiry, evi 
dently entangled with inſupportabie Difficulties, and neve! 
to be executed without Danger of injuring the Commerce af 
the Nation. / 
© The Clauſe, Sir, now before us contains in my Opinion 
one of thoſe viſionary Proviſions, which, however infallible 
they may appear, will be eafily defeated, and will have no 


other Effect than to promote Cunning and Fraud, and to _ 
| Men 


( 267 ) 
* ts. ien thoſe Acts of Collufion with which they would other- Anno 14, Gecs 


y the ie never have been acquainted,” 11. 1740. 
* Mr. Lockwood. V 
SIR, 


« I agree with the Honourable Gentleman by whom this r Lock. 

Clauſe has been offer'd, that the End for which it is propos'd, wood. 
is worthy the cloſeſt Attention of the legiſlative Power, and 

ele. that the Evils, of which the Prevention is now endeavour'd, 

Its may in ſome Meaſure not only obſtruct our Traffic, but en- 

n danger our Country 3 and ſhall therefore very readily concur 

waa any Meaſure for this Purpoſe, that ſhall not appear either 

be. unjuſt or ineffetual. = 

de © Whether this Cauſe will be ſufficient to reſtrain all elu- 

* fve Contracts, and whether all the lietle Artfices of Intereſt 

zre ſufficiently obviated, I am yet unable to determine ; but 

by a Reflection upon the Multiplicity of Relations to be con- 

i idered, and the Variety of Circumſtances to be adjuſted, in 

nd 2 Proviſion of this kind, I am inclin'd to think that it is not 

3 the Buſineſs of a tranſient Enquiry, or of a ſingle Clauſe, 

but that it will demand a ſeparate Law, and engage the Deli- 

e beration and Regard of this whole Aſſembly.” 


i Sir John Barnard. 


: S1R, 

« Notwithſtanding the Impatience and Reſentment with Sir John 
which ſome Men ſee their Miſtakes and Ignorance detected, Barnard. 
notwithſtanding the Reverence which Negligence and Haſle 
are aid to be entitled to from this Aſſembly, I ſhall declare once 
more, without the Apprehenſion of being confuted, that this : 
| Bill was drawn up without Conſideration, and is defended. 

without being underſtood ; that, after all the Amendments 
which have been admitted, and all the Additions propos'd, it 
will be oppreſſive and ineffectual, a Chaos of Abſurdities, and 
a Monument of Ignorance.” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


SUR, 


* The preſent Buſineſs of this Aſſembly is to examine the Sir Robert 
Clauſe before us; but to deviate from ſo neceſſary an En Walpole- 
quiry into loud Exclamations againſt the whole Bill, 1s to 
obſtru& the Courſe of the Debate, to perplex our Attention, 
and interrupt the Parliament in its Deliberation upon Queſ- 
tions, in the Determination of which the Security of the Pub- 
lic is nearly concern'd. 

* The War, Sir, in which we are now engaged, and, I 
may add, engaged by the general Requeſt of the whole Na- 

M m2 tion, 
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anno 14, Geo tion, can be proſecuted only by the Aſſiſtance of the Seanyy 


II. 1740. 


Sir John 


to the Cruel ; a Bill, which cannot be read without Aſloniſh- 


bare Peruſal of this hateful Bill, by which the meaneſt, the 


( 268 ) 


from whom it is not expected that they will facrifice thei 
immediate Adyantage to the Security of their County 
Public Spirit, where it is to be found, is the Reſult of j, 
flection, refin'd by Study and exalted by Education, ard; 
not to be hoped for among thoſe whom low Fortune h 
condemned to perpetual Drudgery. It mult be ther 
neceſſary to ſupply the Defect of Education, and to prodyy 
by ſalutary Coercions thoſe Effects which it is in vain to. 
pect from other Cauſes, 

That the Service of the Sailors will be ſet up to $1le hy 
Auction, and that the Merchants will bid againſt the Govern 
ment is inconteſtable ; nor is there any Doubt that they vil 
be able to offer the higheſt Price, becauſe they will take Cue 
to repay themſelves by raiſing the Value of their Goods, 
Thus, without ſome Reſtraint upon the Merchants, our Etre. 
mies,who are not debarred by their Form of Goverment frm 
any Method which Policy can invent, or abſolute Power put 
in Execution, will prelude all our Deſigns, and tet at De. 
fiance a Nation ſuperior to themſelves.” 


Sir John Barnard. 


81 n, 


I think myſelf obliged by my Duty to my Country, ang 
by my Gratitude to thoſe by whoſe Induitry we are enriched, 
and by whoſe Courage we aredefended, to make once mare a 
Declaration, not againſt particular Clauſes, not againſt ſinge 
Circumſtances, but againſt the whole Bill; a Bill unjuſt and 
oppreſlive, abſurd and ridiculous; a Bill to harraſs the Indutri. 
ous and diſtreſs the Honeſt, to puzzle the Wiſe and add Poyer 


ment, nor paſſed withuut the Violation of our Conſtitution, 
and an equal Diſregard of Policy and Humanity. 
All theie Aſſertions will need to be proved only by 2 


molt worthleſs Reptile, exalied io a petty Office by ſerving 
a Wretch only ſuperior to him ia Fortune, is enabled to fluſh 
his Authority by tyranizing over thoſe who every Hour de 
ſerve the public Acknowledgements of the Commulity; to 
iatrude upon the Retreats of brave Men, fatigued and exhauk- f 
ed by honeſt Induſtry, to drag them out with all the Wan. | 
tonneſs of groveling Authority, and chain them to the Oi: a 
without a Moment's Reſpite, or perhaps oblige them to pur. | 
chaſe, with the Gains of a dangerous Voyage, or the Plun- 
der of an Enemy lately conquer'd, a ſhort Interval to ſetile | 
their Affairs, or bid their Children farewell. f | 

8 LT 
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be v fit at Eaſe, projecting Laws of Oppreſſion and conferring II. 19,45. 
try, zu their own Slaves ſuch licentious Authority, pauſe a few 
de. boments, and imagine themſelves expoſed tothe ſame Hard- 
4 i; hips by a Power ſuperior to their own ; let them conceive 
ks, enſeives torn from the Tenderneſs and Carreſſes of their 


imilies by mid-night Irruptions, dragg'd in Triumph thro? 
e Streets by a deſpicable Officer, and placed under the 
»mmand of thoſe by whom they have perhaps been already 
(ited. Why ſhould we imagine that the Race of Men 
whom theſe Cruelties are preparing, have leſs Senſibility 
an ourſelves? Why ſhould we believe that they will ſuffer 
vithour Complaint, and be injur'd without Reſentment ? 
ſky ſhould we conceive that they will not at once deliver 
tenſelves, and puniſh their Oppreſſors, by deſerting that 
Yntry where they are conſider'd as Felons, and laying hold 
on thoſe Rewards and Privileges which no other Govern- 
ment will deny them ? 

© This is indeed the only Tendency, whatever may have 
deen the Intention, of the Bill before us; for I know not 
whether the moſt refin'd Sagacity can diſcover any other Me- 
thed of diſcouraging Navigation than thoſe which are drawn 
together in the Bill before us. We firlt give our Conſtables 
an Authority to hunt the Sailors like Thieves, and drive them 
by inceſſant Purſuit out of the Nation; but left any Man 
ſhould, by Friendſhip, good Fortune, or the Power of Money, 
fnd Means of ſtaying behind, we have with equal Wiſdom 
condemn'd him to Poverty and Miſery ; and lett the natural 
Courage of his Profeſſion ſhou'd incite him to aſſiſt his Country 
in the War, have contrived a Method of precluding him 
from any Advantage that might have the Weakneſs to hope 
from his Fortitude and Diligence. What more can be done, 
unleſs we at once prohibit to Seamen the Uſe of the com- 
mon Elements, or doom them to a general Proſcription. 

© It is juſt, Sir, that Advantage ſhould be proportion'd to 
the Hazard by which it is to be obtained, and therefore a 
Sailor has an honeſt Claim to an Advance of Wages in Time 
of War; it is neceſſary to excite Expectation, and to fire 


ProſpeR it is that ſuch Numbers are daily allured to naval 
Bulineſs, and that our Privateers are filled with Adventurers, 
The large Wages which War makes neceſſ:cy, are more 
ne”; | Incentives to thoſe whom Impatience of Poverty 
determines to change their State of Life, than the ſecure 
Gains of peaceful Commerce; for the Danger is over-look'd 
by a Mind intent upon the Profit. 

War 


Let any Gentleman in this Houſe, let thoſe, Sir, who Anno 14, Geo, 


Amdſtion by the Proſpect of great Acquiſitions, and by this 
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Degree of Ignorance, No Man can determine the Price 
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War is the Harveſt of a 8. ilor, in which he is to g, 
Proviſions tor the Winter of old Age; and if we bluy yo 
Hope, he will inevitzbiy fink into Indolence and Cowardt 

Many of the Sailors are bred up to Trades, or capable + 
any 1:borious Employment upon Land; nor is there yy 
Reaſon or which they expoſe themſelves to the Dangen ; 
a Seafaring Life, but the Hope of ſudden Wealth, ai for- 
lucky Seaſon in which they may improve their Fortunes by 
a lingle Effort. Is it reaſonable to believe that all theſe will 
not rather have Recourſe to their former Callings, ard lin 
in Secu-ity, though not in Plenty, than enccunter Danger 
and Poverty at once, and face an Enemy without ary Hr. 
{pe of Recompence ? 

Let any Man recolle@ the Ideas that aroſe in his Mir 


upon hearing of a Bill for encouraging and increaſing 8, Win 
lors, and examine whether he had any Expectatien of E ru 
pedients like theſe ? I ſuppoſe, it was never known bef:re, WM pole: 
that Men were to be encouraged by ſubjecting them to pecy. WM (eve 
liar Penalties, or that to take away the Gains of a Profefion, preſ 
was a Method of recommending it, more generally to tie WM in t 
People. ati 

But it is not of very great Importance to dwell longer rup! 
upon the Impropriety of this Clauſe, which there is no Pol. Mo 


fibility of putting in Execution. That the Merchants will 
try every Method of eluding a Law fo prejudicial to their 
Intereſt, may be eaſily imagined ; and a Mind not very 
fruitful of Evaſions will diſcover that this Law may be 
eluded by a thouſand Artifices. If the Merchants are re. 
{trained trom allowing Men their Wages beyond a certain 
Sum, they will make Contracts for the Voyage, of which 
the Time may very eaſily be computed; they may cfera 
Reward for Expedition and Fidelity; they may pay a large 
Sum by way of Advance; they may allow the Sailor: Par 
of the Profits, or may offer Money by a third Hand. To 
fix the Price of any Commodity, of which the Quantity and 
the Uſe may vary their Proportions, is the moſt exceſive 


of Corn, unleſs he can regulate the Harveſt, and keep tie 
Number cf the People for ever at a Stand. : 

But let us ſuppole theſe Methods as efficacious as tie! 
moſt ſanguine Vindicators are defirous of repreſenting, ! 
does not yet appear that they are neceſſary; and to inf 
Hardſhips without Neecflity, is by no means the Practice cf 
either Wiſdom or Benevolence. To tyrannize and compe], 
is the low Pleaſure of petty Capacities, of narrow Minds, 
{weiled with the Pride of uncontrolable Authority, the Wan- 


tonneſs of Wretches who are inſenſible of the Conſequence! 
0 
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c their own Actions, and of whom Candour may perhaps Anno 14, Geo 
wrermine, that they are only cruel becauſe they are ſtupid. II. 1740 
et us nat exalt into a Precedent, the moſt unjuſt and rigo- 

us Law of our Predeceſſors, of which they themſelves de- 

ured their Repentance, or confeſſed the Inefficacy, by never 

eviving it; let us rather endeavour to gain the Sailors by 

Lznity and Moderation, and reconcile them to the Service 

# the Crown by real Encouragement ; for it is rational to 

:magine, that in Proportion as Men are diſguſted by, Injuries, 

ey will be won by Kindneſs, 

« There is one Expedient, Sir, which deſerves to be tried, 


ng: 2rd from which at leaſt more Succeſs may be hoped than 
Po. {om Cruelty, Hunger, and Perſecution, The Sbips that 

ue now to be fitted out for Service, are thoſe of the firſt 1 
(ira BY u⸗gnitude, which it is uſual to bring back into the Poris in 1 
Jab Winter. Let us therefore promiſe to all Seamen that ſhall 1 


roluntarily engage in them, beſides the Reward already pro- 1 
poſed, a Diſcharge from the Service at the End of fix or 4 
ſeven Months. By this they will be releaſed from their ' "i 
preſent Dread of Slavery, and be certain, as they are when 
in the Service of the Merchants, of a Reſpite from their 
Fatigues, The Trade of the Nation will be only inter- 
rupted for a Time, and may be carried on in the Winter 
Months, and large Sums will be ſaved by diſmiſſing the Sea- 
men when they cannot be employed. 

By adding this to the other Methods of Encouragement, 
and throwing aſide all rigorous and oppreſſive Schemes, the 
Navy may eaſily be manned, our Country protected, our # 
Commerce re-eſtabliſhed, and our Enemies ſubdued; but to 9 
paſs the Bill as it now ſtands, is to determine that Trade . 
hall ceaſe, and that no Ship ſhall ſail out of the River. 


Mr. Pit. | Rt 


I 


— 


SIR, ' 


It is common for thoſe to have the greateſt Regard to t pit. 
their own Intereſt who diſcover the leaſt tor that of others. 
1 do not, therefore, deſpair of recalling the Advocates of 
this Bill from the Proſecution of their favourite Meaſures by 
Arguments of greater Efficacy than thoſe which are founded 
on Reaſon and Juſtice. 

Nothing, Sir, is more evident, than that ſome Degree f 
Reputation is abſolutely necefl:ry to Men who have any 
Concern in the Adminiſtration of a Governmeat like ours; 
they muſt either ſecure the Fide'ity of their Adherents by 
the Aſſiſtance of Wiſdom, or of Virtue; their Enemies 
muſt either be awed by their Honeſty, or tercified by their 
Canning. Mere artlels Bribery will never gain a ſufficient 

Majority 
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Anno 14, Geo Majority to ſet them entirely free from Apprehenſun, 


IL. 17 40. 


_ Honeſty; others may be perſuaded to join in Meaſus 
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Cenſure. To different Tempers different Motives muſt he 
applied: Some, who place their Felicity in being account 
wiſe, are in very little Care to preſerve the Characler x 


which they eaſily diſcover to be weak and ill-concerted, h 


cauſe they are convinced that the Authors of them are g = 
corrupt but miſtaken, and are unwilling that any Man hoy, 
be puniſhed for natural Defects or caſual Ignorance. ot 

I cannot fay, Sir, which of theſe Motives influence the (der? 
Advocates for the Bill before us; a Bill in which ſuch (u. molt 
elties are propoſed as are yet unknown among the no! ume 
ſavage Nations, ſuch as Slavery has not yet borne, or Ty. Dedi 
ranny invented, ſuch as cannot be heard without Reſentmem, de! 


nor thought of without Horror. 
It is, Sir, perhaps, not unfortunate, that one more Fx. 
Ypedient has been added rather ridiculous than ſhocking, an, 
that theſe Tyrants of the Adminiſtration, who amuſe then. 
ſelves with oppreſſing their Fellow Subjects, who add withou 
Reluctance one Hardſhip to another, invade the Liberty d 
thoſe whom they have already overborn with Taxes, fr 
plunder and then impriſon, who take all Opportunities of 
heightening the public Diſtreſſas, and make the Miſeries of 
War the Inſtruments of new Oppreſſions, are too ignorant to 
be formidable, and owe their Power not to their Abilities, but 
to caſual Proſperity, or to the Influence of Money. 

© The other Clauſes of this Bill, complicated at once with 
Cruelty and Folly, have been treated with becoming Indig. 
nation; but this may be conſidered with leſs Ardour and Re. 
ſentment, and fewer Emotions of Zeal, becauſe, tho! not pet. 
haps equally iniquitous, it will do no Harm; for a Law that 
can never be executed can never be felt. 

© 'That it will conſume the Manufacture of Paper, and 
{well the Books of Statutes, is all the Good or Hurt that can 
be hoped or fear'd from a Law like this; a Law which 
fixes what is in its own Nature mutable, which preſcribe: 
Rules to the Seaſons and Limits to the Wind. 

I am too well acquainted, Sir, with the Diſpoſition 0! 
its two chief Supporters, to mention the Contempt with 
Which this Law will be treated by Poſterity ; for they have 
already ſhewn abundantly their Diſregard of ſucceeding 
Generations; but I will remind them, that they are nov 
venturing their whole Intereſt at once, and hope they 
will recolle&, before it is to late, that thoſe who believe 
them to intend the, Happineſs of their Country will never 
be confirmed in their Opinion by open Cruelty and noto- 


rious Oppreſſion; and that thoſe who have only we 
- 2 0 
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on; een Intereſt in View, will be afraid of adhering to thoſe Anno 14, Geo 
uf. leaders, however old and practiſed in Expedients, however II. 1740. 
une! BE arengthen d by Corruption, or elated with Power, who have WY NW 
er bo reaſon to hope for Succeſs from either their Vircue or j 
aſure Abilities.“ 
k e Mr. Bathurſt. 

Not 


S1R, 
The Clauſe now under our Confideration is fo incon- Mr Bathurſt. 


the fderately drawn up, that it is im poſſible to read it in the 
Cre. notti curfory Manner, without diſcovering the Neceflity of 
mol numerous Amendments; no malicious Subtilties or artful 
Ty. Deductions are required in raiſing Objections to this Part of 
ent, the Bill; they croud upon us without being ſought, and inflead 
of exerciſing our Sagacity, weary our Attention. 
2 « The firſt Error, or rather one Part of a general and com- 
2nd plicated Error, is the Computation of Time not by Days but 
m. by Kalendar Months, which, as they are not equal one to 
Ont another, may embarraſs the Account between the Sailors and 


thoſe that employ them. In all Contracts of a ſhort Dura- 
ration, the Time is to be reckoned by Weeks and Days, by 
certain and regular Periods, which has been fo conſtantly 
the Practice of the Sea-faring-Men, that perhaps many of 
them do not know the Meaning of a Kalendar Month : This 
indeed is a Neglect of no great Importance, becauſe no Man 
can be deprived by it of more than the Wages due for the 
Labour of a few Days, but the other Part of this Clauſe is 
more ſeriouſly to be conſider'd, as it threatens the Sailors 
with great Injuries. For it is to be enacted, that all Con- 
tracts made for more Wages than are here allowed ſhall be 
totally void, | 

It cannot be denied to be poſſible, and in my Opinion it 
is very likely, that many Contracts will be made without the 
Knowledge of this Law, and conſequently without any De- 
ſign of violating it; but Ignorance, inevitable Ignorance, 
tho' it is a valid Excuſe for every other Man, is no Plea for 
the unhappy Sailor ; he mult ſuffer, tho? innocent, the Penalty 
of a Crime ; muſt undergo Danger, Hardſhips, and Labour, 
without a Recompence, and at the End ofa ſucceſsful Voyage, 
after having enciched his Country by his Induſtry, return \ 
_ to a neceſſiteus Family without being able to relieve 
them. 

* It is ſcarcely neceſſary, Sir, to raiſe any more Objections 
toa Clauſe in which nothing is right; but to ſhew how its 
Imperfections multiply upon the flighteſt Conſideration, I 
take this Opportunity to obſerve that there is no Proviſion 
made ſor regulating the Voyages performed in leſs Time than 
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Anno 14, Geo a Month, ſo that the greateſt Part of the Abuſes, which have 


IL. 1740 


v dut Remedy, and only thoſe Sailors who venture far, ard an 


Mr. Hay. 


and are ready to undertake the Proof of any Poſition which 
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been repreſented as the Occaſion of this Clauſe, are yet With. 


expoſed to the greateit Dangers, are reſtrain'd from receiving 
an adequate Reward. 

* Thus much, Sir, I have ſaid upon the Suppoſition, thy 
a Regulation of the Sailors Wages is either neceſſary g 
juſt; a Suppoſition of which | am very far from diſcoyerin 
the Truth. That it is juſt to oppreſs the moſt uſeful of g 
Fellow-Subjefts, to load thoſe Men with peculiar Hardſhj, 
to whom we owe the Plenty that we enjoy, the Power thy 
yet remains in the Nation, and which neither the Folly ny 
the Cowardice of Miniiters have yet been able to delirgy, 
and the Security in which we now fit and hold our Conſult. 
tions; that it is juſt to leſſen our Payments at a Time whe 
we increaſe the Labour of thoſe who are hired, ard toex. 
poſe Men to Danger without Recompence, will not eafily be 
proved even by thoſe who are molt accuſtomed to Paradoxe, 


it is their Intereſt to find true. 

Nor is it much more eaſy to ſhew the Neceſſity of this 
Expedient in our preſent State, in which it appears from 
the Title of the Bill, that our chief Endeavour ſhould be the 
Increaſe and Encouragement of Sailors, and, | ſuppole, it ha 
not often been diſcover'd, that by taking away the Profits of 
a Profeſſion, greater Numbers have been atilured to it. 

The high Wages, Sir, paid by Merchants are the chief 
Incitements that prevail upon the Ambitious, the Neceflitons, 
or the Avaritious, to ſorſake the Eaſe and Security of the 
Land, to leave eaſy Trades and healthful Employ ments, and 
expole themſelves to an Element where they are not certain 
of an Hour's Safety. Ihe Service of the Merchants is the Nur. 
tery in which Seamen are trained up for his Majeſty's Navies, 
and from thence we mult, in Time ot Danger, expect thole 
Forces by which alone we can be protected. 

If, therefore, it is neceſſary to encourage Sailors, it is 
neceſſary to reject all Meaſures that may terrify or diſgult 
them; and, as their Numbers muſt depend upon our Trade, 
let us not embarraſs the Merchants with any other Difficulties 
than thoſe which are inſeparable from War, and which very 
little Care has been hitherto taken to alleviate.” 


Mr. Hay. 
„ | 
* The Obreftions which have been urged with ſo much 
Ardour, and diſplay'd with ſuch Power of Eloquence, ate 
not, in my Opinion, formidable enough to dilcouiage us 
trom 


| * 
(275) 
ups readily aniwered, and the reſt eaſily removed. 


not to produce any formidable Evil, and therefore did not 
require ſo rhetorical a Cenſure ; the Inconveniency of Kalen- 
ur Months may eaſily be removed by a little Candour in the 
ontracting Parties, or that the Objection may not be re- 
cated to the Interruption of the Debate, Weeks or Days 
may be ſubſtituted, and the uſual reckoning of the Sailors be 
fill continued.” 

That ſome Contracts may be annulled, and Inconveni- 
encies or Delays of Payment ariſe, is too evident to be 
queſtioned ; but in that Cate the Sailor may have his Re- 
medy provided, and be enabled to obtain, by an eaſy Pro- 
cls, what he ſhall be judg'd to have deſerved ; for it mult 
be allow'd reaſonable, that every Man who labours in honeſt 
and uſeful Employments, ſhouid receive the Reward cf his 
Diligence and Fidelity. 

+ Thus, Sir, may the Clauſe, however loudly cenfured 
and violently oppoſed, be made uſeful and equitable, and 
the public Service advanced Without Injury to Individuals,” 


Sir Robert Walpole, 
SIR, 


* 


ſome Conſequences that were never foreſeen or intended, and 
1s to be cenſured or applauded as the general Advantages or 
Inconveniencies are found to preponderate. Of this kind is 
the Law before us, a Law enforced by the Neceſſity of our 
Affairs, and drawn up with no other Intention than to ſecure 
the public Happineſs, and produce that Succeſs which every 
Man's Intereſt muſt prompt him to deſire, | 

« If, in the Execution of this Law, Sir, ſome Inconve. 
niencies ſhould ariſe, they are to be remedied as faſt as they 
are diſcovered, or if not capable of a Remedy, to be pa- 
tently borne in Conſideration of the general Advantage. 

* That ſome temporary Diſturbances may be produced is 
not improbable ; the Diſcontent of the Sailors may for a 
ſhort Time riſe high, and our Trade be ſuſpended by their 
Ooltinacy ; but Obſtinacy, however determined, mult yield to 
Hunger, and when no higher Wages can be obtained, they 
will chearfully accept of thoſe which are here allowed them. 
Short Voyages indeed are not comprehended in the Clauſe, 
and therefore the Sailors will engage in them upon their 
on Terms; but this Objection can bc of no weight with 
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Every Law which extends its Influence to great Num. Sir Robert 
bers, in various Relations and Circumſtances, mult produce Walpole. 
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Anno 14, Geo thoſe that oppoſe the Clauſe, becauſe, if it is unjuſt to lin! 
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the Wages of the Sailors, it is juſt to leave thoſe Voyage: 
without Reſtriction; and thoſe that think the Exp 
here propoſed equitable and rational, may perhaps he i. 
ling to make ſome Conceſſions te thoſe who are of a dig. 
rent Opinion. 
[at the Bill will not remove every Obſtacle to &%.. 
ceſs, nor add Weight to one Part of the Balance withgy 
making the other lighter ; that it will not ſupply the Nas. 
without incommoding the Merchants in ſome degree; thy 
it may be ſometimes evaded by Cunning, and ſometing; 
| abuſed by Malice; and that at laſt it will be leſs efficacicy: 
than is defired, may perhaps be proved; but it has rot jv 
been proved that any other Meaſures are more eligible, g 
that we are not to promote the public Service as far as ve 
are able, though our Endeavours may not produce Effet 
equal to our Wiſhes.” 


Sir John Barnard, 


S1n, 


I know not by what Fatality it is that nothing can he 
urged in Defence of the Clauſe before us which does ret 
tend to diſcover its Weakneſs and Inefficacy, The warn 
Patrons of this Expedient are impelled by the mere Force 
of Conviction to ſuch Conceſſions as invalidate al] their Ar. 
guments, and leave their Opponents no Neceſſity of re- 
plying. 

If ſhort Voyages are not comprekended in this Proviſion 
what are we now controverting ? what but the Expedience 
of a Law that will never be executed? The Sailors, however 
they are contemned by thoſe who think them only worthy 
to be treated like Beaſts of Burthen, are not yet fo {upid 
but that they can eaſily find out, that to ſerve a Fortnight ſer 
greater Wages is more eligible than to toil a Month for ef; 
and as the numerous Equipments that have been lately made 
have not left many more Sailors in the Service of the Mer 
chants than may be employ'd in the Coaſting Trade, hole 
who traffic to remoter Parts muſt ſhut up their Books, and 
wait till the Expiration of this Act for an Opportunity ci 
renewing their Commerce. 

To regulate the Wages for one Voyage, and to leave | 
another without Limitation, in time of Scarcity of Seamen, 1s 
| abſolutely to prohibit that Trade which is ſo reſtrained, ard 
is doubtleſs a more effectual Embargo than has been yet in. 
vented, 

Let any Man but ſuppoſe that the Eaft-India Company 
were obliged to give only half the Wages that other Town 

allow, 


" 
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ow, and conſider how that part of our Commerce could Anno 14, Geo. 
carried on; would not their Goods rot in their Ware- II. 1740. 
duſes, and their Ships lie for ever in the Harbour ? Would COWNIg 


imit 
Ages 
Vent 


WI. 


+: the Sailors refuſe to contract with them ? or deſert them 


if. er a Contract, upon the firſt Proſpect of more advantage- 
us Employment ? 

dur. But it is not requiſite to multiply Arguments in a Queſ- 

hou on which may not only be decided without long Examina- 


au 
that 
mes 


ceſerve our Regard with thoſe who are under the more im- * 
| mediate Influence of the Government, ö ' 
© Theſe S:zaman have already contracted for the Price of "A 

their Labour, and the Recompence of their Hazards, nor ll 

can we, in my Opinion, without manifeſt Injuſtice, diſſolve x 


on, but in which we may determine our Concluſions by 
je Experience of our Anceſtors. Scarcely any right or 
xrong Meaſures are without a Precedent, and often diſ- 
wer What the molt enlightned Reaſon failed to foreſee. 
Let us therefore improve the Errors of our Anceſtors to 
ur own Advantage, and whilſt we negle& to imitate their 
Virtues, let us at leaſt forbear to repeat their Follies,” 


Mr. Alderman Perry. 


S$1R 
There is one Objection more which my Acquaintance 


ſulſer me to conceal it. 

lt is well known that the Condition of a Seaman ſub- 
(ts him to the Neceſſity of ſpending a great part of-his Life 
at a Diſtance from his native Country, in Piaces where he 
can neither hear of our Deſigns, nor be inſtructed in our Laws, 
and therefore it is evident that no Law ought to affect him 
b-fore a certain Period of Time, in which he may reaſo- 
nably be ſuppoſed to have been informed of it. For every 
Man ought to have it in his Power to avoid Puniſhment, and 
to ſufter only for Negligence and Obſtinacy. 

© Tt is quite unneceſſary, Sir, to obſerve to this Aſſembly, 
that there are now, as at all times, great Numbers of Sailors 
nevery part of the World, and that they at leaſt equally 


a Contract founded upon Equity, and confirmed by Law. 

* It is, Sir, an undiſputed Principle of Government, that 
no Perſon ſhould be puniſhed without a Crime ; but is it 
no Puniſhment to deprive a Man of what is due to him by a 


| legal Stipulation, the Condition of which is on his Part 
aoneſtly fulfilled ? | 


* Nothing, Sir, can be imagined more calamitous than 
the Diſappointment to which this Law ſubjects the unhappy 
Men 


with foreign Trade impreſſes too ſtrongly upon my Mind to Mr. Perry. 
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Anno 14, Geo Men who are now promoting the Intereſt of their County 


II 1740. 


Sir William * This Debate has been protracted, not bv any Difficultie 


Yonge. 


* 


it would be the higheſt Degree of Weakneſs to propole, 


as molt groſly abſurd, and repreſented as parallel to the Pro- 
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in diſtant Places, amidſt Dangers and Hardſhips, in unhealthy 
Climates and barbarous Nations, where they comfort then. 
ſelves under the Fatigues of Labour and the Miſeries g 
Sickneſs, with the Proſpect of the Sum which they ſhall pai 
for the Relief of their Families, and the Reſpite which 
their Wages will enable them to enjoy; but upon their Be. 
turn they find their Hopes blaſted, and their Contra dl. 
ſolved by a Law made in their Abſence. 

No human Being, I think, can coolly and deliberayy 
inflict a Hardſhip like this, and therefore I doubt not hy 
thoſe who have by Inadvertency given room for this Ohjec, 
tion, will either remove it by an Amendment, or what js, in 
my Opinion, more eligible, reject the Clauſe as 1nexpedient, 
uſeleſs, and unjult.” 


Sir William Yonge. 
Sir, 


ariſing from the Nature of the Queſtions which have been 
the Subject of it, but by a Neglect with which almoſt all the 
Opponents of the Bill may be juſtly charged, the Neglect 
of diſtinguiſhing between Meaſures eligible in themſelves, 
and Meaſures preferable to' Conſequences which are appre- 
hended from particular Conjunctures; between Laws made 
only to advance the public Happineſs, and Expedients f 
which che Benefit 1s merely occaſional, and of which the 
{ole Intention js to avert ſome national Calamity, and which 
are to ceaſe with the Neceſſity that produced them. 
Such are the Meaſures, Sir, which are now intended; 
Meaſures, which in Days of Eaſe, Security, and Proſperity, 


but of which I cannot ſee the Abſurdity in Times of Dar- 
ger and Diſtreſs Such Laws are the Medicines of a State, 
uſeleſs and nauſeous in Health, but preferable to a lingering 
Diſeaſe, or to a miſerable Death. 

« Even thoſe Meaſures, Sir, which have been mentioned 


viſion made in this Clauſe, only to expoſe it to Contempt and 
Ridicule, may in particular Circumſtances be rational and ( 
jaſt. To ſettle the Price of Corn in the Iime of a Famine, 
may become the wiſeſt State, and Multitudes might, in Time 
of public Miſery, by the Benefit of temporary Laws, be 
preſerved from Deſtruction. Even thoſe Maſts, to which, 
with a proſperous Gale, the Ship owes its Uſefulneſs and its 
Speed, are oſten cut down by the Sailors ip the Fury of a 
Storm. 


nnen 


« With 


ow CÞ &D 
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hither no Knowledge of this Law can poſſibly be con- 


red from Injury by ſome particular Exception ; for tho” it 
evident in Competitions between public and private Inte- 
+ which ought to be preferred, yet we ought to remember 
jat no unneceſſary Injury is to be done to Individuals, even 


hile we are providing for the Safety of the Nation.” 


Mr. Fazakerley. 
$1 Ry . 


ith naval Affairs, and therefore may not perhaps diſcover 
the full Force of the Arguments that have been urged in 
'vour of the Clauſe now under Conſideration, yet I cannot 
ut think myſelf under an indiſpenſable Obligation to exa- 
mine it as far as 1 am able, and to make uſe of the Know- 
ledge which I have acquired, however inferior to that of 
others. 

« The Argument, Sir, the only real Argument, which has 
deen produced in favour of the Reſtraint of Wages now 
propoled, appears to me by no means concluſive; nor can I 
believe that the meanelt and moſt ignorant Seaman would, 
if it was propoſed to him, heſitate a Moment for an Anſwer 
to it. Let me ſuppoſe, Sir, a Merchant urging it as a Charge 
againſt a Scaman, that he raiſes his Demand of Wages in 
Time of War, wou'd not the Sailor readily reply, that har- 
der Labour required larger Pay? Would he not aſk, why 
the general Practice of Mankind is charged as a Crime upon 
him only? Enquire, ſays he, of the Workmen in the 
Docks, have they not double Wages for double Labour ? 
And is not their Lot fate and eaſy in Compariſon with mine, 
who at once encounter Danger and ſupport Fatigue; carry 
on War and Commerce at the ſame time, to conduct the Ship 
and oppoſe the Enemy, and am equally expoſed to Captivity 
and Shipwreck ? 

That this is in reality the State of a Sailor in Time of 
War, I think, Sir, too evident to require Proof; nor do I ſee 
what Reply can be made to the Sailur's artleis Ex poſtulation. 
* I kiow not why the Sailors alone ſhould ſerve their 
Country to their Diſad vantage, and be expected to encounter 
Danger without the Incitement of a Reward. 

Nor will any Part af the H-rdſhips of this Clauſe be 
alleviated by the Expedient ſugg-ited by an HonourablÞ 
Meinber, who ſpoke ſome time ago of granting, or allowing, 
wa Sailor, whole Contract ſhall ve void, what our Courts of 
Law ſhould adjudge him to deſerve, a Quantum meruit. For, 


accord- 


« With regard to the Ships which are now in diſtant Places, Anno 14, geo. 


ved, it cannot be denied that their Crews ought to be ſe- WV NS 


« Tho? I cannot be ſuppoſed to have much Acquaintance Mr. Faraker- 
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II, 17 40. 


Mr. Ryder. 
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will be determined that he has forfeited his whole Claim by 
illegal Contract. To inflance, Sir, the Statute of Carp 
He that ſlipulates for higher Intereſt than is allowed, b % 
able to recover bis legal Demand, but irrecoverably forks 
the whole. | 

Thus, Sir, an unhappy Sailor, who ſhall Innocent 


tranſgreſs this Law, muſt loſe all the Profits of his Voyage 
and have nothing to relieve him after his Fatigues ; but whe - | 
he has by his Courage repelled the Enemy, and by his Stil die 
eſcaped Storms and Rocks, muſt ſuffer yet ſeverer Hardſhip Who « 
in being ſubject to a Forfeiture where he expected Applaue on, e 
Comfort, and Recompence.” | * 
HILL 
Mr. Ryder, (Attorney General.) lch 
SIR, | who 
* The Clauſe before us cannct, in my Opinion, produce ed, 
any ſuch dreadful Conſequences as the learned Gentleman Joc 
appears to imagine: However, to remove all Diflicultic,, ! M"*** 
have drawn up an Amendment, which I ſhall beg leave u Lol 
propoſe, That the Contracts, which may be affected as the Fo. 
Clauſe now ſtands, Sgall be woid only as to fo much of the Wa. ; 
ges as ſhall exceed the Sum to which the Houſe ſhall ag u (hz 
reduce the Seaman's Pay; and as to the Forfeitures, they at þ 
not to be levied upon the Sailors, but upon the Merchants, Al 
or trading Companies, who employ them, and who are able E. 
to pay greater Sums without being involved in Poverty and 1 
Dittreſs. 
* With regard, Sir, to the Reaſons for introducing this a 
Clauſe, they are, in my Judgment, valid and equitable, We ” 
have found it neceſſary to fix the Rate of Money at Interel, 0 


and the Rate cf Labour in ſeveral Caſes; and if we do not 
in this Caſe, what will be the Conſequence ? A ſecond Em. 
bargo on Commerce, and perhaps a total Stop to all military 4 
Preparations. Is it reaſonable that any Man ſhould rate bis 
Labour according to the immediate Neceſſities of thoſe that 
employ him? Or that he ſhould raiſe his own Fortune ly 
the public Calamities? If this has hitherto been a Practice, 
it is a Practice contrary to the general Happineſs of Society, 
and ought to prevail no longer. 

* If the Sailor, Sir, is expoſed to greater Dangers in 
Time of War, is not the Merchant's Trade carried on like- 
wiſe at greater Hazard? Is not the Freight, equally with the 
Sailors, threatened at once by the Ocean and the Enemy ? 
And is not the Owner's Fortune equally impaired, whether 
the Ship is daſhed upon a Rock, or ſeized by a ., 

| | . e 
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« The Merchants, therefore, have as much Reaſon for pay- Anno 14, Geo. 


leſs Wages in Time of War, as the Sailor for demanding II. 17 ge. 
nde, and nothing remains but that the Legiſlative Power CFD NJ 
is ro ermine a Medium between their different Intereſts, with 


utice, if poſſible, at lealt with Impartiality. 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, 


SIR, 
« ] was unwilling to interrupt the Courſe of this Debate Mr. Horatio 


— while it was carried on with Calmneſs and Decency, by Men Walpols. 
Lin do not ſuffer the Ardour of Oppoſition to cloud their Rea- 
aue n, or tranſport them to ſuch Expreſſions as the Dignity of 
ass Aſſembly does not admit. I have hitherto deterr'd to 
anſwer the Gentleman who declaimed againſt the Bill with 
ſuch Fluency and Rhetoric, and ſuch Vehemence of Geſture, 
who charged the Advocates for the Expedients now propo- 
ce Wc, with having no Regard to any Intereit but their own, | 
_ ud with making Laws only to conſume Paper, and threa- | 
: | tened them with the Defection of their Adherents, and the | 
* Loss of their Influence, upon this new Diicovery of their 4 
the Folly, and their Ignorance. I 
7 Nor, Sir, do I now anſwer him for any other Purpoſe . 
* than to remind him how little the Clamour of Rage, and Pe- 90 
1 tu ey of Invectives, contribute to the Purpoſe for which this 2 
te Afzmbly is called together; how little the Ditcovery of 1 
" Truth is promoted, and the Security of the Nation eſta- | 
nd blihed by pompous Diction, and theatrical Emotion. | jy 
Formidable Sounds, and furious Declametions, confident be 
5 Aſſertions, and lotty Periods, may affect the young and un- x 


experienced, and perhaps the Gentleman may bave contract- 

ef his Habits of Oratory by corverſing more with thoſe of 

his own Age, than with ſuch as have had more Opportunities - 
of acquiring Knowledge, and more ſucceſsful Methods of 
communicating their Sentiments. 

if the Heat of his Temper, Sir, would ſuffer him to at- 

tend to thoſe whoſe Age ard long Acquaintance with Buſineſs 


—— 


— wu 
= — 


give them an -indi{putable Right to Delerence and Superio— 
rity, he would learn, in Time, to reaſon rather than declaim, 
an! to prefer Juſtneſs of Argument, and an accurate Know- 
ledge of Facts. to ſounding Epithets and ſplendid Superlatives, 
wich may diſturb the Imagination for a Moment, buc leave 


lions of Fancy, and Flights of Oratory, are indeed par- 
donable in young Men, but in no other ; and it would ſurely 
Vol VII. | O © contributs 


| no lalting Impreſſion on the Mind. bh 
| * He will learn, Sir, that to accuſe and prove are very 1 
c different, and that Reproaches, unſupported by Evidence, af- 4 
5 fect only the Character of him that witers them. Excur- 1 
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Anno 14, Geo. contribute more, even to the Purpoſe for which ſome (, 
II. 1749- tlemen appear to ſpeak, that of depreciating the Condyg, 
the Adminiſtration, to prove the Inconveniencies ang h 
Juſtice of this Bill, than barely to aſſert them, with whatgy 
Magn'ficence of Language, or Appearance of Zeal, Honey, 

or Compaſſion.” 


tho! 
zemſe 
gent c 
po mie 
- BY 
m of 
ave A 


Mr. Pitt. s A 

81 Ks; py Ci 

. Pitt. The atrocious Crime of being a young Man, which io 'vP 
Honourable Gentleman has with ſuch Spirit and Deceny nyadt 

charged upon me, I ſhall neither attempt to palliate, nordem ert 

but content myſelf with withing that I may be one of tho grelle 

whoſe Follies may ceaſe with their Youth, and not of thy hem 


Number who are ignorant in ſpite of Experience. Pune 


* Whether Youth can be imputed to any Man as a Be 

proach, I will not, Sir, aſſume the Province of determining; 
but ſurely Age may become juſtly contemptible, if the O. 
portunities which it brings have paſt away without Improye. 
ment, and Vice appears to prevail when the Paſſions hut 
ſubſided. The Wretch that, after having ſeen the Conſe 
quences of a Thouſand Errors, continues ſtill to blunder, and 
whoſe Age has only added Obſtinacy to Stupidity, is ſurely 
the Object of either Abhorrence or Contempt, and deſerve 
not that his grey Head ſhould ſecure him from Inſults, 
Much more, Sir, is he to be abhorr'd, who, as he hi: 
advanced in Age, has receded from Virtue, and become; 
more wicked with leſs Temptation; who proſtitutes him{el 
for Money which he cannot enjoy, and ſpends the Remain 
of his Life in the Ruin of his Country. 
But Youth, Sir, is not my only Crime; I have been r. 
cuſed of acting a theatrical Part A theatrical Part may ei 
ther imply ſome Peculiarities of Geſture, or a Diſlimulation 
of my real Sentiments, and an Adoption of the Opinions ard 
Language of another Man, 

* In the firſt Senſe, Sir, the Charge is too trifling to be 
confuted, and deſerves only to be mentioned, that it may be 
deſpiſed. I am at Liberty, like every other Man, to uſe my 
own Language; and though I may perhaps have ſome Am: 
bitton to pleaſe this Gentleman, I ſhall not lay myſelf under 
any Reſtraint, nor very ſollicitouſſy copy his Diction, or hi 
Mien, however matured by Age, or modelled by Experience. 

« ifany Man ſhall, by charging me with theatrical Beha. 
viour, imply, that I utter any Sentiments but my own, I ſhall 
treat him as a Calumniator, and a Villain ; nor (hail any Pro- 
tect: on ſheiter him from the Treatment Wich he deſe ves. 
J ſhall, on ſuch an Occaſion, without Scruple, tram ple 2 


Mr. 


— SW” 
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emſelves, nor ſhall any Thing but Age reſtrain my Refent- 
gent; Age, which always brings one Privilege, that of be- 
g inſolent and ſupercilious without Puniſhment. 

« But, with Regard, Sir, to thoſe whom I have offended, I 
m of Opinion, that if I had ated a borrowed Part, I ſhould 
zwe avoided their Cenſure ; the Heat that offended them is 
de Ardour of Conviction, and that Zeal for the Service of 
ny Country, which neither Hope nor Fear ſhall influence me 
o ſuppreſs. 1 will not fit unconcerned while my Liberty is 
avaded, nor look in Silence upon public Robbery — I will 
zert my Endeavours, at whatever Hazard, to repel the Ag 
preſſor, and drag the Thief to Juſlice, whoever may protect 
hem in their Villany, and whoever may partake of their 
Plunder. ----AnQ if the Honourable Gentleman 


Mr, Winnington call'd to Order, and Mr. Pitt fitting down, 
he proceeded thus, 
SIR, 


obſerved, and the Debate reſumed without perſonal Alterca- 
tions. Such Expreſſions as have been vented on this Occa- 
fon, become not an Houſe entruſted with the Liberty and 
Welfare of their Country. To interrupt the Debate on a 
Subjet ſo important as that before us, is, in ſome meaſure, to 
obltrut the public Happineſs, and violate our Truſt ; But 
much more heinous is the Crime of expoſing our Determi- 
nations to Contempt, and inciting the People to Suſpicion or 
Mutiny, by indecent Reflections, or unjuſt Inſinuations. 

] do not, Sir, undertake to decide the Controverſy be- 
tween the two Gentlemen, but muſt be allowed to obſerve, 
that no Diverſity of Opinion an juſtify the Violation of De- 
cency, and the Uſe of rude and virulent Expreſſions ; Ex- 


preſſions dictated only by Reſentment, and uttered without 
Repard to 


Here Mr. Pitt called to Order, and ſaid, 
8 iR, 


decency from the moſt licentious Tongue; for what Calumny 
can be more atrocious, or what Reproach more ſevere, than 
that of ſpeaking with Regard to any thing but 'Truth. Or- 
cer may ſometimes be broken by Paſſion, or Inadvertency, 
but will hardly be re-eſtabliſh'd by Monitors like this, who 
cannot govern his own Paſſion, whilſt he is reſtraining the 
impetuoſity of others. 

. Oo 2 Happy, 


thole Forms with which Wealth and Dignity intrench ns 14, Geo 
. 17 40. 


« It is neceſſary, that the Order of this Aſſembly be Mr. winning- 


ron, 


© If this be to preſerve Order, there is no Danger of In- Mr. Pitt 


me 
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Antno 14, Geo. Happy, Sir, would it be for Mankind, if every one keen 
II. 174% his own Province; we ſhould not then ſee the fame Man a 
once a Criminal and a Judge ; nor would this Genileq,, 
aſſume the Right of dictating to others what he ha, 

Jearned himſelf. 

* That I may return in ſome Degree the Favour which h 
intends me, I will adviſe him never hereafter to exert hn 
ſelf on the Subject of Order; but whenever he finds hinſ; 
inclined to ſpeak on ſuch Occafions, to remember how he hn 
now ſucceeded, and condemn in Silence what his Cen(y, 
will never perform. 


Mr. Winnington. 
S1R, 


2 As I was hindered by the Gentleman's Ardour and [n, 
Mr. Winning- petuoſity from concluding my Sentence, none but myſef cu 
1 know the Equity or Partiality of my Intentions, and there. 
fore, as I cannot juſtly be condemn'd, I ought to be ſuppoſe! 
innocent; nor ought he to cenſure a Fault of which he cane 

be certain that it would ever have been committed. 

He has indeed exalted himſelf to a Degree of Author 
never yet aſſumed by any Member of this Houſe, that of con 
demning others to Silence. I am henceforward, by his in 
violable Decree, to fit and hear his Harangues without dit. 
ing to oppoſe him. How wide he may extend his Authoriy, 
or whom he will proceed to include in the ſame Sentence, [. 
ſhall not determine; having not yet arrived at the ſame |): 
gree of Sagacity with himſelf, not being able to foreknvy 
what another is going to pronounce. | 

If I had given Offence by any improper Sallies of P- 
ſion, I ought to have been cenſured by the concurrent Veice 
of the Houſe, or have received a Reprimand, Sir, from you, 
to whom I ſhould have ſubmitted without Oppoſition ; bu] 
will not be doomed to Silence by one who has no Pretenfions 
to Authority, and whoſe arbitrary Deciſions can only tend u 
introduce Uproar, Diſcord and Confuſion.” 


Mr. Henry Pelham, 


S 18, 


| When, in the Ardour of Controverſy upon intereſing 
n Queſiions, the Zeal of the Diſputants 1 from 2 
nice Odſetvation of Decency and Regularity, there is ſome 
Indulgence due te the common Weakneſs of our Nature; 
nor ought any Gentleman to affix to a negligent Expreſuon 

a more offenſive Senſe than is neceſſarily implied by it. 


To ſearch deep, Sir, for Calumnies and Reproaches is no 


laudable nor beneficial Curioſity ; it mult always be * 
om 
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dme to ourſelves, by alarming us with imaginary Injuries; Anno 14, Geo. 
nd may often be unjuſt to others, by charging them with In- II. 1740. 
Lives Which they never intended. General Candour and 

wotual Tenderneſs will beſt preſerve our own Quiet, and ſup- 

ort that Dignity which has always been accounted eſſential 


p kne 
lan a 
em 
as Noe 


cho national Debates, and ſeldom infringed without dangerous 
bin. WM Conſequences.” 
mk Mr. Lyttleton, 
e 52 
81s, 


1 
fu No Man can be more zealous for Decency than myſelf, Mr. Lyttleton 


or more convinced of the Neceſſity of a methodical Proſecu- 
tion of the Queſtion before us. I am well convinced how 
near Indecency and Faction are to one another, and how ine- 
mably Confuſion produces Obſcurity ; but I hope it will 2 
zlways be remembered, that he who firſt infringes Decency, 1 
or deviates from Method, 1s to anſwer for all the Conſe- i” 
quences that may ariſe from the neglect of Parliamentary 1 
Culloms. For it is not be expected that any Man will bear bw 
Reproaches without Reply, or that he who wanders from 8 
the Queſtion will not be followed in his Digreſſions, and 4 
hunted through his Labyrinths, 4 

It cannot, Str, be denied, that ſome Ir ſinuations were ut- 7. 
tered, injurious to thoſe whole Zeal may ſometimes happen " 
to prompt them to warm Declarations, or to incite them to | 
a Emotions, Whether I am of Importance enough 
to be included in the Cenſure, I deſpiſe it too much to enquire 
or conſider, but cannot forbear to obſerve, that Zeal for the | We 
right can never become reproachful, and that no Man can 
{all into Contempt but thoſe who deſerve it. 


[The Clauſe was amended and agreed to.] 


Ordered, That all the Members of this Houſe, who are | 
in and about the Town, do attend the Service of the Houſe 9 
upon Friday Morning next. 11 
The 11th. The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſidera- fa 
tion the Copy cf a Charter of the Turkey Company, and the 11 
ſeveral other Papers relating to the ſaid Company; and ſeve- 10 
ral Accounts were alſo read. Ordered, that a Bill be brought 9 
I for enlarging and regulating the Trade to the Levant 1 
= 
The 1 2th. Received a Petition of the Mayor and Common- 
alty of the City of York, complaining of the Decay of the 
Wollen Manüfacture; and repreſenting to the Houſe, That 
a Law to oblige all Owners and Manufacturers of Wool, to 
regiſter the ſame in the Pariſhes in which they reſide, by 
Perlons independent, and under no Influence, 2 
a Wit 
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Farther Pro- 
ceedings in 
the Seamen's 
Bill, 


- Merchants of London, and ſpoke as follows. 


Sir John 
Farnard 


London Per!- 
on againit it. 
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with a certain Sum to be paid only by thoſe who export i 
without being compleatly manufactured, ſeems to the 5 
titioners to be a molt effectual Remedy to this great Evi 
and therefore praying Relief, &c. | 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for ſupplying ſome De. 
fects in the Laws for repairing County-Bridges, and pro. 
viding Houſes of Correction: Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Agreed to the Report of Yelterday's Reſolutions on ths 
Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 105,2751. 18s. 8d. be pranted 
for the Charge of Tranſports hired to carry Forces to Ame. 
rica: That 124,3641. 8s. be granted for the Expence gf 
Victuals, provided for the Soldiers employed in the Expedi. 
tions to America. | 

The 13th, being appointed for the Report from the Con, 
mittee on the Bill for the Increaſe and Encouragement dt 
Sailors, Sir John Barnard preſented a Petition from th; 


S1R, 


This Petition I am directed to lay before this Houſe by 
many of the principal Merchants of that great City which | 
have the Honour to repreſent ; Men too wiſe to be terrified 
with imaginary Dangers, and too honeſt to endeavour the 
Obſtructions of any Meaſures that may probably advance tie 
public Good, merely becauſe they do not concur with their 
private Intereſt ; Men, whoſe Knowledge and Capacity era- 
ble them to judge rightly, and whoſe acknowledged Inte. 
grity and Spirit ſet them above the Suſpicion of concealing 
their Sentiments, 

I therefore preſent this Petition in the Name of the Mer. 
chants of London, in full Confidence that it will be found to 
deleive the Regard of this Houſe, though I am equally with 
the other Members a Stranger to what it contains; for it i 
my Opinion that a Repreſentative is to lay before the Houle 
the Sentiments of his Coaltituents, whether they agree with 
his own or not, and that therefore it would have becn ſuper. 
Auous to examine the Petition, which, though I might nc: 
wholly have approved it, I had no Right to alter. 


The Petition was read, and is as follows : 


The humble Petition of the Merchants and Traders of 
the City of London ſheweth, 


That your Petitioners are informed a Bill is depending 
in this Hon. Houſe, for the Encouragement and Increaſe 0! 
Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Ma. 
jeity's Fleet, in which are Clauſes, that, ſhould the Bil 

Do's 
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ort i tals into a Law, your Peticioners apprehend will be highly Anno 14, Geo 
ke. %trimental to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, by 
vil; bicoaraging Perſons from entering into, or being bred to 
the Sea Service, and entirely prevent the better and ſpeedier 
De. Banning his Majeſty's Fleet, by giving the Seamen of Great 
pro. Britain, and of all other his Majeſty's Dominions, a Diſ- 
. ulle of ſerving on board the Royal Navy. 
the That your Petitioners conceive nothing can be of ſo bad 


Conſequence to the Welfare and Defence of this Nation, as 
the treating ſo uſeful and valuable a Body of Men, who are 
is natural Strength and Security, Ike Criminals of the 


ol higheſt Nature, and ſo differently from all other his Ma- 

jelty's Subjects ; and at the ſame time are perſuaded, that 
3 he only effectual and ſpeedy Method of procuring, for the 
0 


Service of his Majeſty's Fleet, a proportionable Number of 
the Sailors in this Kingdom, is to diſtinguiſh that Body of 
Men by Bounties and Encouragements, both preſent and 
future, and by aboliſhing all Methods of Severity and ill 
Uſage, particularly that Practice whereby they are deprived, 
after long and hazardous Voyages, of enjoying for a ſhort 
Space of Time the Comforts of their Families, and equal 
Liberty with other their Fellow Subjects in their Native 
Country, * 

That your Petitioners believe, it will not be difficult to 
have ſuch Methods pointed out, as will tend to ſupply the 
preſent Neceſſities, and at the ſame Time effectually pro- 
mote the Increaſe of Seamen, when this Hon. Houſe ſhall 
think fit to enquire into a Matter of ſuch high Importance 
to the Naval Power, Trade, and Riches of this Kingdom. 

That your Petitioners are convinced this Bill will not 
only be ineff-Quual to anſwer the Ends propoſed by it, but 
will be deſtructive of the Liberties of all his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, as it impowers any Pariſh Officer, accompany'd with 
an unlimited Number of Perſons, at any Hour, by Day er 
by Night, to force open the Dwelling Houſes, Warchouſes, 
or other Places, provided for the Security and Detence of 
their Lives and Fortunes, contrary to the undoubted Liber- 
ho the People of Great Britain, and the Laws of this 

and. 

In Conſideration therefore of the Premiſes, and of the 
prticular Prejudices, Hardſhips, and Dangers, which mult 
Inevitably attend your Petitioners, and all others the Mer- 
charts and Traders of this Kingdom, ſhould this Bill paſs 
into a Law, your Petitioners moſt humbly pray, the Ho- 
noirable Houle, that they may be heard by their Counſel! 
ag1init the ſaid Clauſes in the ſaid Bill. | 


The ſaid Petition was ordered to lie on the Table; and 
the 


11. 1740. 
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Anno 14, Geo the Honourable Mr. Bathurſt then preſented a Petition 
II. 1740. ſpoke as follows. a TOY 
Mr. Bathurſt. 
| SIR, | 
Mr. Bathurſt, * The Alarm which the Bill now depending has nige 
is not confined to the City of London, or to any partic; 
Province of his Majeſty's Dominions; the whole Nag 
is thrown into Commotions, and the Effects of the Law ngy 
propoſed are dreaded far and wide as a general Calamity, 
Every Town which owes its Trade and its Proviſions to N.. 
vigation, apprehends the Approach ot Poverty and Scarciy 
and thoſe which are leſs immediately affected, conſider tie 
Infraction of our Liberties as a Prelude to their Deſtruction. 
Happy would it be, if we who are entruſted with their I. 
tereſt, could find any Arguments to convince them that their 
Terror was merely panic. 

That theſe Fears have already extended their Influerce 
to the County which I repreſent, the Petition which ] noy 
beg Leave to lay before the Houſe, will ſufficiently evince, 
and I hope their Remonſtrances will prevail with this Af. 
ſembly to remove the Cauſe of their Diſquiet, by rejefting 
the Bill.” 


_— Pe- This, was entitled a Petition of ſeveral Gentlemen, Free. 
ä holders, and other Inhabitants of the County of Gloucelter, 
in Behalf of themſelves and all other the Freeholders of the 
ſaid County, ſetting forth in Subſtance. 
That the Petitioners being inform'd that a Bill wa 
depending in this Houſe, for the Encouragement and 
Increaſe of Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier man- 
ning his Majeſty's Fleet, containing ſeveral Clauſes, which, 
ſhould the Bill paſs into a Law, would, as the Petitioners 
apprehend, impoſe Hardſhips upon the People too heavy 
to be borne, and create Diſcontents in the Minds of his 
Majeſty's Subjects; would ſubvert all the Rights and Pri 
vileges of a Briton, and overturn Magna Charta itſelf, 
the Baſis on which they are built; and by theſe means de- 
ſtroy that very Liberty, for the Preſervation of which the 
preſent Royal Family was eſtabliſhed upon the Throne of 
Great Britain; for which Reaſons ſuch a Law could never 
be obeyed, or much Blood would be ſhed in Conſequence 
of it. 
Mr. Henry Pelham, 
FLW : 
Mr. Pelham. I have attended to this Petition with the utmoſt Impar- 
tiality, and have endeavoured to affix to every Period the 


moſt innocent Senſe, but cannot forbear to declare it 5 my 
a pe. 
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Opinion that it is far diſtant from the Stile of Submiſſion Anno 14, Geo 


and Requeſt; inſtead of perſuading, they attempt to intimi- 
we us, and menace us with no leſs than Bloodſhed and Re- 
tellion. They make themſelves the Judges of our Pro- 
ceedings, and appeal from our Determinations to their Opi- 
nion, and declare that they will obey no longer than they 
approve. . 6 ; 

" If ſuch Petitions as theſe, Sir, are admitted; if the Le- 

lature ſhall ſubmit to receive Laws, and Subjects reſume at 
Pleaſure the Power with which the Government is veſted, 
what is this Houſe but a Convention of empty Phantoms, 
vhoſe Determinations are nothing more than a Mockery of 
date? 

Every Inſult upon this Houſe is a Violation of our Con- 
liution; and the Conſtitution, like every other Fabric, by 
being often battered, mult fall at laſt. It is indeed already 
deſtroyed, if there be in the Nation any Body of Men who 
hall with Impunity refuſe to comply with the Laws, plead 
the great Charter of Liberty againſt thoſe Powers that made 
it, and fix the Limits of their Obedience. 

« I cannot, Sir, paſs over in Silence the Mention of his 
Majeſty, whoſe Title to the Throne, and the Reaſons for 
which he was exalted to it, are ſet forth with uncommon Arc 
and Spirit of Diction. but Spirit, which, in my Opinion, ap- 


pears not raiſed by Zeal, but by Sedition, and which there- 


fore it is our Province to repreſs. ; 

That his Majeſty reigns for the Preſervation of Liberty, 
will be readily confeſſed, but how ſhall we be able to preſerve 
it, if his Laws are not obeyed ? 

« Let us therefore, in regard to the Dignity of this Houſe, 
to the Efficacy of our Determinations, and the Security of 
our Coaſtitution, diſcourage all thoſe who ſhall addreſs us for 
the future on this or any other Occaſion, from ſpeaking in 
the Stile of Governors and Dictators, by refuſing that this 
Petition ſhould be laid on the Table.” 


The Queſtion was put, and it was agreed that it ſhould 


not lye on the Table; Ayes 1 44, Noes 196. 
Mr. Heury Pelham roſe up again, and ſpoke thus: 


S1R, 


IL. 1740. 


« I cannot but congratulate the Houſe upon the Unani- Mr. Henry 
mity with which this Petition, a Petition of which I ſpeak Pelham. 


in the ſofteſt Language, when l call it irreverent and diſreſpect- 
ful, has been refuſed the Regard commonly paid to the 
Remonſtrances of our Conſtituents, whoſe Rights I am far 


Vor. VII. P p from 
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Anno 14, Geo from deſiring to infringe, when I endeavour to regulate the 


IH. 1740 


Sir William 
Y onge. 


Conduct, and recal them to their Duty. 

« This is an Occaſion. on which it is, in my Opiniy 
neceſſary to exert our Authority with Confidence and V 
as the Spirit of Oppoſition muſt always be proportions, 
that of the Attack. Let us therefore not only refuſe tg U 
Petition the uſual Place on our Table, but reject it as ua 
thy of this Houle, 


[The Queſtion was put and the Petition rejected] 


The Houſe then entered upon the Conſideration of j 
Bill, and when the Report was made from the Committe, 


and the Blanks fill'd up, Sir William Yonge ſpoke in jy 
following Manner : 


S1 Ry 


The Bill has been brought by ſteady Perſeverance a 
diligent Attention to ſuch Perfection that much more imp. 
tant Effects may be expected from it than from any former 
Law for the ſame Purpoſe, if it be executed with the fin 
Calmneſs and Reſolution, the ſame Contempt of Popular 
Clamour, and the ſame invariable and intrepid Adherence u 
the public Good, that has been ſhewn in forming and defend 
ing it. 

But what can we hope from this or any other Law, if pz: 
ticular Men, who cannot be convinc'd of its Expedience, ſtall 
not only refuſe to obey it, but declare their Deſign of cb. 
ſtructing the Execution of it? ſhall determine to retire from 
the Sphere of their Authority, rather than exerciſe it in 
Compliance with the Decree of the Senate, and threaten it 
plain Terms to call the Country in to their Aſſiſtance, and to 
pour the Rabble by Thouſands upon thoſe who ſhall dare to 
do their Duty, and obey their Governors ? 

Such Declarations as theſe, Sir, are little leſs than Sallie 
of Rebellion, and if they paſs without Cenſure, will perhaps 
produce ſuch Commotions as may require to be ſuppteſſed ij 
other Means than Forms of Law and Parliamentary Cenſures. 

Nor do I think that by rejecting the Petition, we have 
ſufficiently eſtabl:{h'd our Authority; for, in my Opinion, ve 
yielded too much in receiving it. The Bill before us, what- 
ever may be its Title, is in reality a Money-Bill, a Bill by 
which Aids are granted to the Crown, and we have there 
fore no Neceſlity of rejecting Petitions on this Occaſion, be- 
cauſe the ſtanding Orders of the Houſe forbid us to admit 
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They then proceeded to the Amendments, and when the Anno 1 4, Geo: 
uſe for limiting the Wages of Scamen was read, Sir John II. 740. 
1ard roſe up, and ſpoke to this Effect. 


SUR, 


We are now to conſider the Clauſe to which the Petition gir john 
ates which I have now preſented, a Petition on a Subject Barnard. 
o general Importance, and offer'd by Men ſo well acquaint- 
I with every Argument that can be cffer'd, and every Ob- 
fon that can be raiſed, that their Requeſi of being heard 
their Council, cannot be denied, without expoling us to 
Cenſure of adhering obſtinately to our own Opinions, 
hutting our Ears againſt Information, of preferring Expe- 
nts to Security, and diſregarding the Welfare of our Coun- 


It will not be neceſſary, to defer our Determinations on 
Wi; Clauſe for more than three Days, tho* we ſhould gratify 
is juſt and common Requeſt. And will not this Lols be 
nply compenſated by the Satisfaction of the People, for 
boſe Safety we are debating, and by the Conſciouſneſs that 
e have neglected nothing which might contribute to the 
fracy of our Meaſures ? 

© The Merchants, Sir, do not come before us with loud 
temonſtrances and harraſſing Complaints, they do not apply 
our Paſſions but our Underitandings, and offer ſuch Infor- 
lations as will very much facilitate the public Service. It 
43 been frequent, in the Courſe of this Debate, to hear loud 
demands for better Expedients, and more efficacious than 
boſe which have been propoled, and is it to be conceived - 
at thoſe who called thus eagerly for new Propoſa!s intended 
t to inform themſelves but to filence their Opponents ? 
From whom, Sir, are the beſt Methods for the Proſecu- 
jon of naval Affairs to be expected, but from thoſe whoſe 
Lives are ſpent in the Study of Commerce ? whoſe For- 
nes depend upon the Knowledge of the Sea, and who will 
molt probably exert their Abilities in contriving Expedients 
to promote the Succeſs of the War, than they whom the Miſ- 
uriage of our Fleets muſt irreparably ruin? 

he Merchants, Sir, are enabled by their Profeſſion to 
form us, are deter'd by their Intereſt from deceiving us; 
they have, like all other Subjects, a Right to be heard on any 
Geſtion, and a better Right than any other when their In- 


tereſt is more immediately affected; and therefore to refuſe 
to hear them, will be at once im politic and cruel ; it will 
diſcover at the ſame time a Contempt of the moſt valuable 
an of our Fellow-ſubje&ts, and an inflexible Adherence to 
ur own Opinions, 


P p 2 « The 


II. 740. 


Sir Robert 
V/alpoie. 


Sir John 
Barnard. 
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Anno 14, Geo The Expedient of aſſerting this to be a Money Bin, 1 


which the juſt Remonſtrances of the Merchants are indeed tg 


be eluded, is too trivial and groſs to be adopted by this Par. 
ment; if this Bill can be termed a Money Bill, and no Pex, 
tions are therefore to be admitted againſt it, I know ng x; 
Bill relating to the general Affairs of the Nation which nal 
not p'ead the ſame Title to an Exemption from Petitions, 

I therefore defire that the Conſideration of this (up 
may be deferred for two Days, that the Arguments of tj 


Merchants may be examined, and that this Affair may jy 


determined without the cleareſt Knowledge and exadte{ |y. 
formation,” | 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
8 ux, 


The Petition, whether juſtifiable or not, with Regard u 
the Occaſion on which it is preſented, or the Language in 
which it is expreſſed, is certainly offered at an improper 
Time, and therefore can lay no Claim to the Regard of thi; 
Houte. : 

The Time preſcribed by the Rules of this Houſe forthe 
Reception of Petitions is that, at which the Bill is firſt intro. 
duced, not at which it is to be finally determined. 

The Petition before us is ſaid not to regard the Bill in 
general, but a particular Clauſe ; and it is therefore aſſerted, 
that it may now properly be heard; but this Plea will imme. 
diately vaniſh, when it ſhall be made appear that the Clauſe 
is not mentioned in it, and that there is no particular Rel. 
tion between that and the Petition, which I ſhall attempt— 


Sir John Barnard, 
S I R, 


« | riſe thus abruptly, to preſerve the Order of this Houſe, 
and to prevent any Gentleman from having in this Debate 
any other Advantage above the reſt, than that of ſuperior 
Abilities, or more extenſive Knowledge. 

The Petition was not ordered by the Houſe to be placed 
in the Right Honourable Gentleman's Hand, but on the 
able; nor has he a Right to make uſe of any other Means 
fir his Information, than are in the Power of any other 
Member: If he is in Doubt upon any Particulars contained 
in it, he may move, that the Clerk ſhould read it to lt 


Houle.” 


[Sir Robert Walpole laid down the Paper.] 


Mr. 


Þ a 


_ (293) 
Mr. Henry Pelham. 


8 1 n, 

, I am fo far from thinking the Rules of the Houſe aſſert- Mr. Henry 
2d, that, in my Opinion, the Right of the Member is infring- Pelham. 
ed by this peremptory Demand. Is it not in the higheſt De- 

ree requiſite, that he who is about to reaſon upon the Peti- 
ton, ſhould acquaint himſelf with the Subject on which he is 
o ſpeak ? 

What Inconveniences can enſue from ſuch Liberties as 
this, [am not able to diſcover, and as all the Orders of the 
Houſe are, doubtleſs, made for more eaſy and expeditious 
Diſpatch 3 if an Order be contrary to this End, it ought ta 
he abrogated for the Reaſons for which others are obſerved, 


Anno 14, Geo. 
II 1740. 
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1 
FThe Confidence with which this Petition was preſented, bt 
will not ſuffer us to imagine that the Perſon who offer'd it 34] 
fears that it can ſuffer by a cloſe Examination, and; I ſuppoſe, 4 
though he bas ſpoken ſo warmly in Favour of it without as 
peruſing, he does not expect that others ſhould with equal He 
Confidence admit ;þ 
31h 
Sir John Barnard obſerving that Sir Robert Walpole leaned +] | 
forward towards the Table, to fead the Petition as it lay, I: 
roſe, and ſaid, 45 
8 IR, 1 


I riſe once more to demand the Obſervation of the Or- sir John 
ders of the Houſe, and to hinder the Right Honourable Gen-Barnard. 14 
tlemen from doing by Stratagem, what he did more openly 7 
and honeſtly before. | Mt 

It was to little Purpoſe that he laid down the Petition, | 1 
if he placed it within the reach of his Inſpection; for I was | | 
only deſirous, Sir, to hinder him from reading, and was far ol 
from ſuſpecting that he would take it away. I inſiſt, that 1 
hence forward he obey the Rules of this Houſe with his Eyes ohh, 
as well as with his Hands, and take no Advantage of his Seat, 
which may enable him to perplex the Queſtion in Debate.” 


4 
The Speaker. ; | 
© It is undoubtedly required by the Orders of the Houſe, The Speaker. * 
that the Petitions ſhould lie upon the Table, and that any 4 


Member, who is deſirous of any farther Satisfaction, ſhould i 
move, that they be read by the Clerk, that every Member 8 
1 


may have the ſame Opportunity of underſtanding and confi. 
dering them, and that no one may be excluded from Infor- 4 
| mation 4 
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Anno 14 Ces mation by the Curioſity or Delays of another. But the Ip. 


II. 1740. 


Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


— 
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portance of this Affa ir ſeems not to be ſo very great as to x. 
quire a rigorous Obſervance of the Rules; and it were to he 
wiſhed, for the Eaſe and Expedition of eur De liberation: 
Gentlemen would rather yield Points of Indifference to he 
another, than inſiſt ſo warmly on Circuraitances of a trial | 


Uouſe , 
Conte 

8 
petitic 
urskil 


Nature. der o 
preſſio 

Sir Robert Walpole then deſired that the Clerk might 4. 
TICY: 


read the Petition, which being immediately done, he pro- 
ceeded in the following Manner. 


Sir Robert Wal pole. 
S1R, 


* Having ſat above forty Years in this Aſſembly, ard 
never been called to Order before, J was ſomewhat diſcon. 
certed by a Cenſure ſo new and unexpected, and, in my 
Opinion, undeſerved So that I am ſomewhat at a li, 
with regard to the Train of Arguments which I will nos 
endeavour to recover. Yet I cannot but remark, that thoſ 
Gentlemen who are ſo ſollicitous for Order in others, oupht 
themie;ves invariably to obſerve it; and that, if I have once 
2 an unhappy Precedent of violating the Rules of this 

iouſe, I have, in ſome Meaſure, atoned for my Inadver. 
tence, by a patient Attention to Reproof, and a ready Sub. 
miſſion to Authority. 

I hope, Sir, I may claim ſome Indulgence from the Mo. 
tive of my Offence, which was only a Defire of Accuracy, 
and an Apprehenſion that I might, by miſtaking or forget- 
ting ſome Paſſages in the Petition, loſe my own Time, ard 
interrupt the Proceedings of the Houſe to no Purpoſe. 

But having now, according to Order, heard the Petition, 
and found no Reaſon to alter my Opinion, 1 ſhall endeavour 
to convince the Houſe, that it ought not to be granted. 

The Petition, Sir, is ſo far from bearing any particular 
Relation to the Clauſe now before us, that it does not in any 
Part mention the Expedi-nt propoſed in it, but contains a 
general Declaration of Diſcontent, Suſpicion, Appreher- 
ſions of dangerous Proceedings, and Diſlike of our Pro- 
ceedings : Infinuations, Sir, by no Means conſiſtent with 
the Reverence due to this Aſſembly, and which the Nature 
ot civil Government requires always to be paid to the legi- 
li tive Power. 

* To ſuipect any Man, Sir, in common Life, is in ſome 
Degree to detract from his Reputation, which muſt ſuffer in 
Proportion to the ſuppoſed Wiſdom and Integrity of him 
who declares his Suſpicion. To ſuſpect the Conduct ” 

auſe, 


Impre 


mult | 
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Uouſe, is to invalidate their Deciſions, and ſubject them to Anno 14, Geo. 
Contempt and Oppoſition. II 1740. 

« Such and ſuch only appears to be the Tendency of tb. 
Petition Which has now been read ; a Petition, Sir. ve 
ueskilfully drawn, if it was intended againſt the Clauſe un- 
der our Conſideration, for it has not a ſingle Period or Ex- 
preſſion that does not equally regard all the other Clauſes. 

If any particular Objection is made, or any fingle 
Grievance more diſtinctly pointed at, it is the Practice of 
Imprefles ; a Hardſhip I own peculiar to the Sailors; but it 
muſt be obſerved, that it is a Practice eſtabliſhed by imme- 
morial Cuſtom, and a Train of Precedents not to be num- 
bred; and it is well known that the whole common Law 
of this Nation is nothing more than Cuſtom, of which the 
Beginning cannot be traced. - 

Impreſſes, Sir, have in all Ages been iſſued out by 
virtue of the Royal Prerogative, and have in all Ages 
been obeyed; and if this Exertion of that Authority had 
been conſidered as a Method of Severity not compenſated 
dy the Benefits which it produces, we cannot imagine but 
former Parliaments,” amidit all their Ardour for Liberty, all 
their Tenderneſs for the People, and all their Abhorrence 
of the Power of the Crown, would have obviated it by ſome 
law, at thoſe Times when nothing could have been refus'd 
them. | 

The proper Time for new Schemes and long Delibera- 
tions, for ainending our Conſtitution, and removing invete- 
nate Grievances, are the Days of Proſperity and Safety, 
when no immediate Danger preſſes upon us, nor any public 
Calamity appears to threaten us; but when War is deelared, 
when we are engaged in open Hoſtilities againſt one Nat on, 
and expect to be {ſpeedily attacked by anotter, we are not to 
try Experiments, but apply to dangerous Evils thoſe Re- 
medies, which, though diſagreeable, we know to be effica- 
cious. | 
And though, Sir, the Petitioners had been more particu- 
lar, I cannot diſcover the Reaſonableneſs of hearing them 
by their Council; for to what Purpoſe are the Lawyers to 
be introduc'd ? not to inſtruct us by their Learning, for their 
Employment is to underſtand the Laws that have been al- 
ready made; and ſupport the Practices which they find 
eſtabliſhed. But the Queltion before us relates not to the 
paſt but the future ; nor are we now to examine what has 
been done in former Ages, but what it will become us to 
eilabliſh on the preſent Occaſion : A Subject of Enquiry on 
Which this Houſe can expect very little Information from 
the Profeſſors of the Law ! Sore 


s Perhap? 


Anno 14, Geo. * Perhaps the Petitioners expect ſrom their Council tha 
IL 1740. they ſhould diſplay the Fecundity of their Imagination, and 
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the Elegance of their Language; that they ſhould any, 
us with the Illuſions of Oratory, dazzle us with bright 1g, 
affect us with ſtrong Repreſentations ; and Jull us with har. 
monious Periods ; but if it be only intended that juſt Pac 
and valid Arguments ſhould be laid before us, they will be 
received without the Decorations of the Bar. For this Eng, 
Sir, it would have been ſufficient had the Merchants informs 
their Repreſentatives of the Methods which they have u 
propoſe ; for the Abilities of the Gentlemen whom the Ci; 
has deputed to this Houſe, are well known to be ſuch z 
ſtand in need of no Aſſiſtance from occaſional Orators, Ny 
can it be expected that any Men will be found more capibt 
of underſtanding the Arguments of the Merchants, or beter 
qualified to lay them before the Houſe. 

That every Petitioner has (except on Money- Bill): 
Right to be heard, is undoubtedly true; but it is no leſs evi. 
dent that this Right is limited to a certain Time, and that on 
this Occaſion the proper Time is elapſed. Juſtice is die 
beth to Individuals and to the Nation; if Petitions may x 


rv 

any Time be offer'd, and are whenever offer'd to be heard, bis 
a ſmall Body of Men might, by unſeaſonable and im portunae Lav 
Petitions, retard any occaſional Law, till it ſhould become yei 
unneceſlary. lift 
« Petitions, Sir, are to be offer'd when a new Bill is brought dil 
into the Houſe, that all uſeful Information may be obtained; {uf 
but when it has paſs'd thro' the Examination of the Con it. 
mittees, has been approved by the Collective Wiſdom e 
the Parliament, and requires only a formal Ratificztion to g 
give it the Force of Law, it is neither uſual nor decent u M 
offer Petitions, or declare any Diſlike of what the Parliz- M 
ment has admitted. pe 
We are not, when we have proceeded thus far, to ſuffer be 
Pleaders to examine our ConduQ, or vary our Determins- fi 
tions, according to the Opinions of thoſe whom we ought to ſt 


believe leſs acquainted with the Queſtion than our{elves: 
Should we once be reduced to ask Advice, and ſubmit to Did- 
tors, what would be the Reputation of this Houſe in foreign 
Courts, or in our own Country? What could be expeclec 
but that our Enemies of every kind would endeavour to ft- 
gulate our Determinations by bribing our Inſtructors. 

Nor can I think it neceſſary that Lawyers ſhould be em- 
ployed in laying before us any Scheme which the Merchant: 
may propoſe, for ſupplying the Defe&s and redreſſing tis 
Inconveniencies of the Laws, by which Sailors are at prt- 
ſent levied for the Royal Navy ; for how ſhould Lafer 
| 2 
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that te more qua iſied than other Men, to explain the particular Anno 1 z, Cee | {i 
and Advantages of ſuch Expediente, or to aniwer any Objections II. 4745. A 
nue which may happen to ariſe ? WW YI x 
[If « Jt is well known that it is not eaſy for the moſt happy is 
ar epeaker to impreſs his Notions with the Strength with which I 


att; te conceives them; and yet harder is the 'Tafk of tragſmit- ; 
be ting imparted Knowledge, of conveying to others thoſe Senti- 4 
nd, ments which we have not ſtruck out by our own Reflection, 5 


ror collected from our own Experience, but received merely 


2324 ner 


to from the Didates of another. | 
ty Vet ſuch mult be the Information that Lawyers can give ! 
43 us, who can only relate what they have implicitly received, 


- = — — 


"i. 


and weaken the Arguments Which they have heard, by an 
imperfect Recital, 

Nor do I only oppoſe the Admiſſion of Lawyers to our 
Bar, but think the Right of the Merchants themſelves in 
the preſent Cale very quellionadle; for thy? in general it 
mult be allowed, that every Petitioner has a Claim to our 


Ss, — * 2 


— 
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. Attention, yet it is to be enquired whether it is likely that 5 
tte public Happineſs is his chief Concern, and whether his 2 
private Intereit is not too much aſſected to {ſuffer him to gv 2 

5 


+. aw _ 


impartial Evidence, or honeit Information Scarcely ny 
Law can be made by which ſome Man is not either impo— 
yeiiſhed, or hindered from growing rich; and we are not to 
liten to Complaints, of which the Foundation is ſo eaſily 
diſcovered, or imagine a Law lefs uſeſul, becauſe thoſe who 
ſuffer ſome immediate inconvenience tom it, do not app:ove 
It, 


Fr wo, og. — * 
33 — — 12*õ³;ẽ . 1 — 7 as — 
5 1 . - : © 


— 


. ha. 
s = 
* © - 


The Queſtion before us is required by the preſent Exi- 
gence of our Affairs to be ſpeeclily decided; and tho? the 
Merchants have, with great Tenderneis, Compaſſion, and 
Modeity, condeſcended to offer us their Advice, 1 think Ex- 
pedition preferable to any Information that can rea{onably 
be exp:Qted from them, and that, as they will ſuffer in the 
trit Place by any Miſconduct of our naval Afﬀiirs, we ſhall 
ſhew more Regard to their Iatereſt by manning our Fleet 
immediately, than by waiting three or four Days for farther 
ſoltrutions.? 


Mr. Sindys, 
S1R, 


The Merchants of London, whether we conſider their Mr. Sandys. 
Numbers, their Property, their Integrity, or their Wiſdom, 
are a Body of tco much Importance to be thus contempru- 
oully rejected; rejected when they aſk nothing that can be 


Jaltiy denied to the meaneſt Subject of the Kingdom; when 
Vor VII. 29 | they 


Anno 14, Geo. they propoſe to ſpeak on nothing but what their Prog... 


IL 17 40. 


Mr. Ryder, 


Mr. Sandyts 


and to retard it at the ſame time by invidious Inſinnations, 
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enables them to underſtand. 

To no Purpoſe is it urged, that the Bill is far adyang,, 
for if we have not proceeded in the right way, we Oupht 0 
be in more Haſte to return, in Proportion as we have gere 
farther; nor can I diſcover why we ſhould ex pedite, with 64 
much Aſſiduity, Meaſures which are judged ineffe&uz] by 
thoſe who know their Conſequences beſt, and for whoſe e 
vantage they are particularly defigned, 

That we have already ſpent ſo much Time in confiderins 
Methods for manning the Fleet, is ſurely one Reaſon why 
we ſhould endeavour at laſt to eſtabliſh ſuch as may be eg. 
tual ; nor can we hope to ſucceed without a patient Attenticy 
to their Opinion, who muſt neceſſarily be well experienced 
in naval Affairs. 

« It is ſurely therefore neither prudent nor juſt to ſhut oy 
Intelligence from our Aſſemblies, and ridicule the good !r. 
tention of thoſe that offer it ; to conſult upon the beſt Exped. 
ents for encouraging and increaſing Sailors, and when the 
Merchants offer their Scheme, to treat them as ſaucy, imper. 
tinent, idle Medlers, that aſſume , 


Mr. (Attorney General) Ryder called him to Order, aud 
ſpoke after this manner: 


SIR, 
It is not very conſiſtent to preſs the Diſpatch of Buſineſ, 


or unjuſt Repreſentations of Arguments or Expreflions; Att 
whenever any Expreſſion is cenſured, it ought to be repeated 7up 
in the ſame Words; for otherwiſe does not the Animadverter nd 
raiſe the Phantom that he encounters ? Does he not make the (it 
Stain, which he endeavours with ſo much officious Zeal to to 
wipe away ? | ta 
That no Epithets of Contempt or Ridicule have in this | 
Debate been applied to the Merchants, nor any Violation 0! ti 
Decency attempted, it is unneceſſary to prove; and therefore . 
it is neither regular nor candid to repreſent any Man as 2g. ea 
gravating the Refuſal of their Petition with Reproaches and th 
Inſults. But not to dwell longer on this Incident, I will th 
take the Liberty of reminding the Gentleman, that perſonal ne 
Invectives are always at leaſt ſuperfluous, and that the Buß- nc 
neſs of the Day requires rather Arguments than Satire.” by 
Mr. Sandys. : 
S1 Rs | \ 

«© I am by no means convinced that the learned Gentle. i 


man who charges me with Irregularity, is better n 
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win myſelf with the Rules and Cuſtoms of this Houſe, Anno 14, Geo, 
hich I have ſtudied with great Application, aſſiſled by long II. 1740. 
-rerience. I hope, therefore, it will be no inexcuſable . 
preſumption, if, inſtead of a tacit Submiſhon to his Cenſure, 

x afſert, in my own Vindication, that I have not deviated 

dom the eſtabliſhed Rules of Parliament; that I have 

-oken only in Defence of Merit inſulted ; and that I have 

2emned only ſach injurious Inſinuations ; I did not, Sir, 
tempt to repeat Expreſſions, as ought not to be heard with- 
cut Reply. , 

The Speaker, 


CIR, 


believe the Gentleman either heard imperfeAly, or The Speaker. 
niſunderſtood thoſe Expreſſions, which he ſo warmly con- | 
{:mns, for nothing has been uttered that could juſtly excite 
his Indignation. My Office obliges me on this Occaſion to 
remark, that the Regard due to the Dignity of the Houſe 
oaght to reſtrain every Member from Digreſſions into private 
fatire; for in Proportion, as we proceed with leſs Decency, 
cur Determinations will have leſs Influence. 
Mr. Henry Pelham, 

SR, | | 
« The Reputation which the Honourable Gentleman has Mr. Pelham, 
zquired by his uncommon Knowledge of the Uſages of 
Parliament, is too well founded to be ſhaken; nor was any 
Atack upon his Character intended, when he was inter- 
rupted in the Proſecution of his Deſign, To cenſure any 
indecent Ex preſſron by whomſoever uttered, is doubtleſs con- 
iſtent with the ſtricteſt Regularity ; nor is it leſs improper 
to obviate any Miſrepreſentation which Inattention or Miſ- 
take may produce, | 
Jam far, Sir, from thinking that the Gentleman's In- 
dignation was excited rather by Malice than Miſtake ; but 
Miſtakes of this kind may produce Conſequences which 
cannot be too cautiouſly avoided. How unwillingly would 
that Gentleman propagate thro' the Nation an Opinion that 
the Merchants were inſulted in this Houſe, their Intereſt 
neglected, and their Intelligence deſpiſed, at a Time when 
no Aſperſion was thrown upon them, nor any thing intended 
but Tenderneſs and Regard? And yet ſuch had been the 
Repreſentation of this Day's Debate, which this numerous 
Audience would have conveyed to the Populace, had not the 


Miſtake been immediately rectified, and the Rymour cruſhed 
in the Birth. 


Qqz2 Nothing, 


Anno r4, Geo 


Lhd 4 
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* Nothing, Sir, can be more injurious to the Ch- der f 
this Houſe, by which the People are repreſented, hu ,, 
accuſe them of treating any Claſs of Men with [nſgy,, 
and Contempt; and too much Diligence cannot be uſed in 
obviating a Report which cannot be ſpread in the Nai 
without giving Riſe to Diſcontent, Clamours, and Sedition, 

« /]hote who ſhall be inclined to reject the Petition, r 
perhaps act with no leſs Regard to the Merchants, u x, 
promote their Intereſt and their Security with no ef; Ar. 
dour than thoſe who moſt ſollicitouſly labour for its Recep 
tion. For, if they are not allowed to be heard, it 
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1s 
becauſe the public Intereſt requires Expedition, and bee I «| 
every Delay cf our Preparations is an Injury to Trace, tions 
« That this is not a proper Time for Petitions g * Rega 
Dill to be heard, is univerſally known, and T c: is 1a 
nothing in ag: Petition that reiirains it to . p N «| 
Clauſe, which is ſo far from being ſpecified, that it apre:;; bable 
to be the — Part of the Bill of which they have nad rg cite 
dns ENCE. ed b 
* the warmeſt Advocates for the Petition point en terry 
any Part of it that relates to this ſingle Clauſe, and 1 i! toey 


rciratt my Aſlertidn; * 48 it appears that there arc only 
general Declarations of the > Tnexpediency of the Mezſu;zs 
propoſed, and the are ed Tendency of the Methecd: roy 
in Uic, what is the Petition, but a Compiaint againk ue 
Bill, and a Requeſt that it ſhould be laid aſide ? 

« The PraQice of mpreſſes, Sir, is particularly cer und, 
as ſevere and oppreſſive; a Charge which, however true, 
has no Relation to this Clauſe, which is intended to prom tt 


the voluntary Engagement of Sailors in the Service of e 


Crown yet it may not be im proper to oblerve, that 2: 1 Gi 
Practi ce of impreſſing, is, in itlelt very efficacious, and 50 
adapted to ſudden Emergencies, as it has been elt2bliſhed ly 80 
a long Suceceſſion of Ages, and is therefore become almolia | = 
Part of our Conſtitution ; and as it is at this Time neceſag W 
to ſupply the Navy With the utmoſt Expedition, it is rei. bet 
decent nor prudent to complain too Joudly agi. cri P 
heighten the Diſcontent of the People at a neceffiry EA P 
We have, Sir, examined every Part of this Bill with tür 1 
Attention which the Defence of the Nation requires; ve 0 
have ſoften'd the Rigour of the Methods firſt propoſes, ai. t 
admitted nc Violence or Hardſhip that is not abſolutely te. { 
ceſſary to make the Law effectual, which, like every ct: 
Law, mult be executed by Force, if it be obſtructed or cpps- 
ed. We have inferted a great Number of Amer am ers, | 
| 
| 


Guardians of the Privileges of the People, and it is not ſurely 
10 
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ag and io fludiouſly labour'd. 
: Thoſe who are choſen by the People to repreſent them, 
ure undoubtedly, Sir, ſome Claim as Individuals to their 
oanfidence and Reſpect; for to imagine that they have com- 
ited the great Charge of parliamentary Employments, 
ut they have trulted their Liverties and their Happineſs to 
hole whoſe Integrity they ſuſpect, or whole Underitandings 
hey deſpiſe, is to imag ne them much more ſtupid than they 
Lye been repreſented by thole who are cenſur'd as their 
Enemies. 
« But far different is the Regard due to the Determina- 
tons formed by the collective Wiſdom of the Parliament; a 
Reoard which ought to border upon Reverence, and which 
b jcarcely conſiſtent with the lealt Murmur of Diſſatisfaction. 
« If we are to hear the preſent Petitioners, is It not pro- 
bable that before we have diſpatch'd them, we ſhall be ſolli- 
cied by others, who will thea picad the ſame Right, ſupport- 
ed by a new Precedent? And 1s it not poſſible that by one In- 
tertuption upon another, our Meaſures may be delayed, till 
they ſhall be ineffectual? 
« It ſeems to-me to be of much more Importance to de. 
ſend the Merchants than to hear them, and I ſhall therefore 
think-no Conceſſions at this Time expedient, which may ob- 
{rutt the great End of our Endeavcurs, the Equipment of the 
Fleet.“ 
Mr. Pulteney. 

SUR, 


Notwithſtanding the Art and Eloquence with which the 
Grant of the Merchants Petition has been oppoſed, I am 
Lot yet able to diſcover that any thing is aſked unreaſonable, 
unprecedented, or inconvenient; and f am confident, that no 
real Objection can have been over-look'd by the Gentlemen 
Who have ſpoken againſt it. 

I have ſpent, Sir, thirty five Years of my Life in the 
Parliament, and know that Informition has always upon im- 
portant Queſtions been willingly received; and it cannot ſure- 
ly be doubted that the Petitioners are belt able to inform us 
of naval Buſineſs, and to judge what will be the right Me- 
thod of reconciling the Sailors to the public Service, and of 
lupplying our Fleets without injuring our Trade. 

* Their Abilities and Importance have been hitherto ſa 
generally acknowledged, that no Parliament has yet refuſed 
to attend to their Opinion, and ſurely we ought not to be 
ambitious of being the firſt Houte of the Repreſentatives of 
the People, that has refuſed an Audience to the Merchants, 

| With 


no Purpoſe that the great Council of the Nation has ſo Anno 14, Ges. 


IL. 1745. 


Mr. Pulteney. 


Anno 14, Geo. „Wich regard to the Expedients of delaying the 51 4 
of the Petitioners, who imagines that they have nothingy 


( 302 ) 


q Audit 
gfor MA 

lf t 
Comp)? 
Which | 
oaid on 
_ Vi 
nor WI 
which | 
believe 
Jeaſt h. 
dude? 


the preſent Conjuncture; he muſt think very contempty,,q 


offer that will counter-balance a Delay of two Days, .., 
muſt entertain an elevated Idea of the Vigilance and Akivin 
of our Enemies, Enemies never before emigent for Hxpeg. 
tion, if he believes that they can gain great Adyantage, j 
ſo ſhort a Time. 

The chief Reaſon of the Oppoſition appears, inde 
not to be either the Irregularity or Inexpediency of hezrirg 
them, but the Offence which ſome have received from 2 
irreverent Mention of the Power of Impreſſing; a Poner 
which never can be mentioned without Complaint or De. 


teſtation. 11 

It is not, indeed, impoſſible that they may intend tore. ill the 
preſent to the Houſe, how much the Sailors are oppreſſed, Debat 
how much our Commerce is impeded, and how much the thod « 


Power of the Nation is exhauited by this cruel Method, 
They may propoſe to ſhew that Sailors, not having the Choice 
of their Voyages, are often hurried through a ſudden Change 
of Climates from one Extreme to another, and that nothin 
can be expected from ſuch Viciſſitudes, but Sickneſs, Lame. 
neſs, and Death. They may propoſe, that to have jaſt art. 
ved from the South may be pleaded as an Exemption from 
an immediate Voyage to the North, and that the Scam 
may have ſome time to prepare himſelf for fo great an Al. 
teration, by a Reſidence of a few Months in a temper 
Climate, 

If this ſhould be their Intention, it cannot, in my Ori- 
nion, Sir, be call'd either unreafonable, or diſreſpeAtul, not 
will their Allegations be eaſily diſproved. 

Fut it is inſinuated that their Grievances are properly ſuck 
as affect them only as diſtin from the reſt of the Community, 
and that they have nothing to complain of but a temporary 
Interruption of their private Advantage. 

have, indeed, no Idea of the private Advantage of 
legal Treader. For unleſs, Sir, we negle& our Duty of pro- 
viding that no Commerce ſhall be carried on to the Deui 
ment of the Public, tae Merchants Profit muſt be the Profit 
of the Nation, and their Intereſts inſeparably combined. n 

It may, however, be poſſible, that the Merchants may, K 
like other Men, prefer their immediate to their greater Ad- a 
vantage, and may be impatient of a painful Remedy, tho 
neceſſary to prevent a more grievous Evil. But let us not ˖ 
cenſure them by Suſpicion, and puniſh them for a Crime 
which it is only poſſible they may commit; let us, Sir, at leaſt, 
have all the Certainty that can be obtained, and allow them Ml © 

af 
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Audience; let us neither be ſo poſitive as not to receive Anno 14, Geo 
oformation, nor ſo rigorous as not to liſten to Entreaties. II. 1740 


« If the Merchants have nothing to offer, nothing but 
Complaints; and can propoſe no better Meaſures than thoſe 


ty which they la ment; if their Arguments ſhould be found to re- [ | 
Ascaly their preſent Intereſt, and to be formed upon nar- 1 
in o Views and private Purpoſes, it will be eaſy to detect the 1 
Impoſture, and rejeR it with the Indignation it ſhall deſerve; ' 
nor wil! our Proceedings be then cenſured by the Nation, 1 
which requires not that the Merchants ſhould be implicitly q 


believed, though it expects they ſhould be heard. Let us at 
aft have a Convention, cho we ſhould not be able to con- 
clude a Treaty. | 

« I know not, Sir, why we have not taken care to obviate 
il theſe Difficulties, and to remove the Neceſſity of Petitions, 
Debates, Searches and Impreſſes, by the plain and eaſy Me- 
thod ofa voluntary Regiſter; by retaining ſuch a Number of | 
Semen as may properly be requiſite upon ſudden Emergen- 15 
ces. Would not the Nation with more Chearfulneſs contri- 
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dute Half- pay to thoſe who are daily labouring for the public 
Good, than to the Caterpillars of the Land-Service, that grow 
old in Lazineſs, and are diſabled only by Vice? | 

Let ten thouſand Men receive daily a ſmall Salary, upon 3 
Condition that they ſhall be ready, whenever calld upon, to 
engaze in the Service of the Crown, and the Difficulty of f 
our Naval Preparations will be at an End, 

That it is neceſſiry to exert ourſelves on this Occaſion, | Y 
and to ſtrike out ſome Meaſures for ſecuring the Dominion of 
the Ocean, cannot be denied by any one who conſiders that 
we have now no other Pretentions to maintain; that all our 
[Influence on the Continent, at whatever Expence gained and 
ſupported, is now in a manner oſt, and only the Reputation 
cfour naval Strength remains to preſerve us from being tram- 
pled and inſulted by every Power, and from finding Spaniards 
nevery Climate. 


Sir William Longe. 
SIR, 


„The Violence and Severity of Impreſſes, ſo often and Sir William 
ſo pathetically complained of, appears to be now nothing Longe. 
more than a Puniſhment inflicted upon thoſe who neglect or 
refuſe to receive the Encouragement offered with the utmoſt 
Liberality by the Government, and decline the Service of 
their Country from a Spirit of Avarice, Obſlinacy, or Re- 
ſentment. 

* That ſuch Men deſerve ſome Severities, cannot be 
doubted, and therefore a Law by which no Penalty ſhould be 

enacted, 
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Anno 14, Geo enacted, would be im perfect and ineffectual. The Obſerye 


II. x7 40. 


Mr. Fox. 


Sir John 
Barnard, 


tion, Sir, of all Laws is to be enforced by Rewards on a 
Side, and Puniſhments on the other, that every P-ſfon ms 
be influenced, and even our Weakneſs made inlirun; 
the Performance of our Duty. 

In the Bill before us no Puniſhment is indeed expreſly q. 
creed, becauſe the Sailors who ſhall diſregard it, are gy 
left to their former Hardſhips, from which thoſe why a 
gage voluntarily in the Service of the Navy are exempted 

Why ſo many Rewards and ſo much Violence ſhou'd jy 
neceſſary to allure or force the Sailors into the public ger. 
vice, I am unable to comprehend, For, excepting the a. 
den Change of Climates which may doubtleſs ſometimes Fire 
on Diſtempers, the Service of the King has no Dias 
vantages which are not common to that of the Merchant, 

The Wages in the Navy are indeed leſs, but then f; 
to be remembered, that they are certainly paid, and thy 
the Sailor is in leſs Danger of loſing by a 'Tempetl}, ora 
Wreck, the whole Profits of his Voyage, becauſe, if je 
can preſerve his Life, he receives his Pay. But in trading 
Voyages, the Seamen mortgage their Wages, as a Security 
for their Care, which, if the Ship is lott, they are con. 
demned to forfeit. 

Thus, Sir, the Hardſhips of the Navy appear not & 
great when compared with thoſe of the Merchants Service, 
as they have been hitherto repreſented ; and I doub: no; 
that if Counſellors were to be heard on both Sides, the 
Meaſures taken for ſupplying the Fleet would be found to 
be reaſonable and juſt, 


Sir John Barnard roſe to ſpeak, when Mr. Fox called to 
Order, and proceeded thus. 


S 1 R, 

It is well known to be one of the ſtanding and unvarit 
ie Orders of this Houle, that no Member ſha!! {peak twice 
in a Debate on the ſame Queſtion, except when, for grz:ter 
Freedom, we reſolve ourſelves into a Committee Upon ti 
Queſtion, the Honourable Gentleman has already {po!:en, and 
cannot therefore be heard again, without ſuch a ''ran{greiwon 

of our Orders as mult inevitably produce Confuſion.“ 


Sir John Barnard, 
8 
I know not for what Reaſon the Honourable Gentleman 
apprehends any Violation of the Order of the Heouſ?; 0 
as I have not yet ſpoken upon the preſent Queſtion, I 2356 


Gl 
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man cannot take away.” 
air William Yonge. 
Sin, | 


vole Houſe mult appear very difficult to be defended ; for 
ve maſt, before we can admit it, allow our Memories to have 
ſerlaken us, and our Eyes and Ears to have been deceived. 
Did he not, as ſoon as the Clauſe before us was read, riſe 
and aſſert the Characters of the Petitioners, and their Right 
the Attention of the Houſe? Did he not dwell upon their 
Importance, their Abilities, and their Integrity; and enforce, 
with his uſual Eloquence, every Motive to the Reception of 
he Petition? How then can he aſſert that he has not ſpoken 
in the preſent Debate, and how can he expect to be heard a 
cond Time, ſince however his Eloquence may pleaſe, and 
tis Arguments convince, that Pleaſure and Conviction can- 
not now be obtained, without infringing the ſtanding Orders 
of the Houſe,” 0 

Mr. Speaker. 


n. . 


Houſe, and of the Public, waſted in fruitieſs Cavils and un- 
beceſſary Controverſies. Every Gentleman ought now to 
conſider that we are conſulting upon no trivial Queſtion, and 
that Expedition is not leſs neceſſary than Accuracy. It can- 
not be denied, Sir, [to Sir Fohn Barnard] that you have al- 
ready ſpoken on this Quettion, and that the Rules of the 
Houſe do not allow you to {peak a ſecond Time.“ 

Sir Robert Walpole. | 

8 I X, 


as that it may not be neglected on ſome important Occaſions ; 
and if the Gentleman has any Thing to urge ſo momentous, 
that, in his own Opinion, it outweigis the Regard due to v1: 
Rules, I ſhall willingly conſent that he ſhall be heard.” 
Sir John Barnard. 

8 1 n. 


in my own Opinion, I may claim as a Right; and deſire not 
d Owe the Liberty of Speaking to the Condeſcenſion of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman. 


What J have to urge is no leſs againſt the Bill in general 
than the * Clauſe now immediately under our Conſi- 
Vol. VII r deration, 


\ ipdoubted Right to be heard; a Right which that Gentle. Anno 


* I am far from thinking the Order of theHouſe fo ſacred. jo 


* Lam far from being inclined to receive as a Favour, what, 


14, Geo 


LY Yo 


I know not by what ſecret Diſtinction the Gentleman gi, wiltam 
fypports in his own Mind this Declaration, which, to the yonge. 


It is not without Uneaſineſs that I ſee the Time of the r. Speaket. 


. wy 


Barna. 
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Anno 14, Geo deration, and tho' the Petition ſhould relate likewiſe h 
IT.1749 whole Bill, I cannot diſcover why we ſhould refuſe to ew! 
« Petitions from Men of much inferior Rank, ang whe 

Intereſt is much leſs cloſely connected with that of the bah 

have been thought neceſſary to be heard, nor is che mea 
Individual to be injured or reſtrained without being adm 

to offer his Arguments in his own Favour. Even the fun 
neymen-Shoemakers, one of the loweſt Claſſes of the on 

munity, have been permitted to bring their Council g 

Bar, and remonſtrate againſt the Inconveniencies to wiz 

they were afraid of being ſubjected. 


Mr. Winnington. 


S 1 is do f 
Mr. Winning- I ham always willing to hear Petitions, when reſpeQfull BY 
ton. drawn up, and regularly ſubſcrib'd, but can by no Means; "''f 


cover that this is a real Petition, for I have heard of w 
Names affixed to it, it is therefore a Requeſt from Nobody 
and by rejeQing it no Man is refuſed. It may, fo far a; 
be diſcover'd, be drawn up by the Gentleman who offerdi 
and perhaps no other Perſon may be acquainted with it, 


Mr. Hay. Th 
S IR, path 
Mr. Hay, It is, in my Opinion, neceſſary that a Petition inthe Ne 


Name of the Merchants of London ſhould be ſubſcribed 
by the whole Number, for if only a few ſhould put thei 


Ons; 

Names to it, how does it appear that it is any thing more he {a 

than an Apprehenſion of Danger to their own particular [n- on 

tereſt, which perhaps the other Part, their Rivals in Trace, In 

may conſider as an Advantage, or at leaſt regard with Indi: Duti 

ference. This Suſpicion is much more reaſonable, when R 

Petition 1s ſubſcribed by a ſmaller Number, who may eaſily be Def 

imagined to have partial Views, and Deſigus not wholly con- Prid 

fiſtent with the Intereſt of the Public.” 5 

Sir Charles Wager. 4 

| SIR, 11 

Sir. Charles If I am rightly inform'd, another Petition is prepaiing is 
Wager. by ſeveral eminent Merchants, that this Clauſe may ſtand 2: | 
Part of the Bill; and certainly they ought to be heard 33 pi 

well as the preſent Petitioners, which will occaſion great and 4 

unneceſſary Delays, and therefore I am againſt the Motion. = 

Mr. Campbell. de 


S1 R, | 
ur Campbell, I agree with that Hon. Gentleman that if the Mer. 
chants are divided in Opinion upon this Point, one Side 
ought to be beard as well as the other, and hope the 1 


BE 4. 

[come to a Reſolution for that Parpoſe. For I ſhall in. Anno 14, Geo, 
ably promote every Propoſal which tends to procure the II. 17 46. 
ell Information in all Affairs that ſhall come before us.” 


Then the Queſtion was put, That the further Conſide- 
don of the Report be adjourn'd for two Days (in order to 
ar the Merchants) and it paſſed in the Negative, Aves 
2, Noes 196. 

ſt was likewiſe moved, that Clauſe A, which limits Sea- 
ens Wages in the Merchants Service at 35 s. per Month, 
rejeted : Aſter Debate, it paſſed in the Negative: On 
Diviſion, Ayes 127, Noes 183. Reſolved, that Clauſe 
do ſtand a Part of the ſaid Bill. 

On the Report the eleven Clauſes of Severity were given 
without any Diviſion, and a Clauſe was added, viz. 
wrided that nothing in this Bill be conſtrued to extend to 
Contracts or Agreements for the Hire of Seamen ſor 
erlons employed as ſuch] in Voyages from Parts beyond 
de Seas, or to Great Britain. 


Ordered, That the Bill with the Amendments be in- 
offed, 


The 16th, Read a firſt time, a Bill for enlarging and re- 4 

ating the Trade to the Levant. Seas. 2 
? Read a ſecond Time, a Bill to continue an Act for Relief 05 
| SF Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Per- ll 
| ons; and two ſubſequent Acts for explaining and amending bf 
be ſame; and alſo to continue an Act for the free Importa- * 


on of Cochinea! and Indico. 


in a Committee, went thro” the Bill for continuing the { 
Duties upon Salt, and upon Red and White Herrings. 1 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to ſupply ſome J 
Defects in the Laws for repairing and rebuilding County 4 
bridges ; and for repairing, enlarging, erecting, and pro- | — 
riding Houſes of Correction; and for paſſing Rogues and 
\apabonds : Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond Time the Bill for the Improvement of the 
Manufacture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to prevent Abu- 
ie in making of the ſame. 

The 15th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to indemnify 
Proteſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, againſt the Pe- 
naities or Forſeitures Papiſts are liable to for not having en. 
rolled their Eſtates, &c. with ſeveral Amendments : Or- 
dered it to be engroſſed. Read a firſt Time, a Bill to pre- 
vent ſome Inconveniencies ariſing from Inſurances of Ships. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for continuing the Du- 
les upon Salt, &. Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

Took into Conſideration the Amendments made by the 

Rr 2 Lords 


Anno 14, Geo. Lords to the Bill to amend the Law concerning comma 


II. 17 49. 


— 


Roval A ſſent 


given to {cve- Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majefty wa 


ral Balls. 
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Recoveries, and to explain an Act 29th of K. Che les 5 
for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo far as the f- 
relates to Eſtates, per auter Vie: And agreed to th em, an 
made another Amendment thereto, Ordered it to the Lo 
for their Concurrence. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Weſtminſter- Bridge. hn 
with ſeveral Amendments, 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for the bene Pre 
ſervation of the public Roads of England, with fate 
Amendinents. 

The 18th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to cortimeg 
Act for Relief of Debtors ; and alſo to continue an AG yt 
free Importatiou of Cochineal and Indico ; Ordered it l 
ingroſſed. ; 

Read a third Time, and paſled the Salt- Bill. 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to indemn fy ? 
teſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papilis, againit the Ven: 
or Forfeitures Papiſts are liable to for not having i 
their Eſtates, in purſuance of an Act 3d of K. George | 
for that Purpoſe: Ordered it to the Lords. 

The 19th. Took into Conſideration the Report ef ti: 
Wellminſter Bridge-Bill, and made a Progreſs therein. 

The 20th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bi) n 
continue an Act for Relief of Debtors, . with relpea to the 
Impriſonment of their Perſons ; and alſo to continue an 4k 
for the Importation of Cochineal and Indico : Ordered b 
the Lord 

Read a ſecond Time the Bill for regulating the Tide 
the Levant Seas. 

In a Committee, went thro' che Bill to amend an 4% 
Gth of T. George I. relating to the Aſſurance of $hivs g 
Bottomry, with ſeveral Amendments. 

Ordered, That the Szamens Bill be read a third time u 
Monday next. 

The 21ſt, Ordered, That the Merchants traCirg to tl! 
Levant Seas, do lay before the Houſe, an Account cf ihe 
Number of Ships employed in the ſaid Trade for 30 Year 
paſt, and the Tonnage thereof, | 

Mr. Speaker repoted, That the Houſe had attended Fi 


y 


ww 4 


Py to give the Royal Aſfent to, 
An Act for continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mun, 
Coder and Perry, &c. 
2. An AQ to prohibit the 3 of Corn, Gui, 
(Rice excepted) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Staten, 


Beet, Pork and Bacon, till December 25, 1741. 1 
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4 An Act to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to 
ike the Oaths, &c. a 

5. An Act for continuing the Duties upon Salt, and on 
Herrings, to March 25, 1753. 

6. An Act to indemnify Proteitant Purchaſers of Papiſts 
Ellates, &C. | ; 

7. An AQ to prevent the ſtealing and deſtroying of Sheep 
and other Cattle. 

3. An Act for licenſing the Importation of Victual from 
lreland, &c. to Scotland, in time of Scarcity. 

9. An A to explain an Act 3d of K. James I. for the 
Recovery of Small Debts, and for relieving poor Debtors 
in London. | 

o. An Act to prevent Inconveniencies ariling from De. 
us of Cauſes after Iſſue joined. 

11. An Act to amend the Law, concerning common Re- 
coveries; and to amend an Act 29th of K. Charles II. for 


0 Eſtates, per auter Vie. 

Alſo to 11 Road Acts, to g other public, and to 22 pri- 
vate Acts. ˖ 

The 23d, the engroſſed Bill for the Increaſe and Encou- 


ragement of Seamen was read according to Order, when 
Mr. Digby roſe and ſpoke as foilows : 


Six, 


to be inſerted in the Bill before us, which was put into my 
Hands by a Member, whom a ſudden Misfortune has made 
unable to attend his Duty, and which, in his Opinion and 
mine, is of great Importance, and I ſhall therefore take the 
Liberty of reading it * 

„ Be it enacted that every Seaman offering himſelf to 
ſerve his Majeſty, ſhall, upon being refuſed, receive from 
ſuch Captain, Lieutenant, or Juſtice of the Peace, a Certifi- 
cate, ſetting forth the Reaſons for which he is refuſed, 
which Certificate may by produced by him, as an Exemp- 
tion from being ſeized by a Warrant of Impreſs.” 

* I hope the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of this Clauſe is 
ſo inconteſtably apparent that it will find no Oppoſition ; for 
what can be more cruel, unjuſt, or oppreſſive, than to puniſh 
Men for Negle& of a Law which they have endeavoured to 
obey. To what Purpoſe are Rewards offered, if they are 
denied to thoſe who come to claim them? What is it leſs 
than Theft, and Fraud, to force a Man into the Service who 
Would willingly have entered, and ſubject him to Hardſhips 

| without 


Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo far as the ſame relates 


An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion. Anno 14, Geo 


11.1740. 


I have a Clauſe to be offered to the Houſe as neceſſary Mr. Digby. 
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Anno 14, Geo without the Recompence which he may juſtly demand fro « Sai 
II 1740- the ſolemn Promiſes of the Legiſlature.” | Kingdo 
Sir Charles Wager. de info 

S 1 Ry tion fo! 

Sir Charles * To this Clauſe, which the Gentleman has repreſenteq I grant * 
Wager. as fo reaſonable and juſt, Objections may, in my Opinion, Accour 
be eaſily made, of which he himſelf acknowledge the Force. 78 

The great Obſtruction of public Meaſures is Partialiy, WW cannot 

whether from Friendſhip, Bribery, or any other Motive; Time 

againſt Partiality alone the Clauſe which is now offered j; vice ſh 

levelled, and indeed it is ſo dangerous an Evil, that it canng; their | 

be obviated with too much Caution. Mr 

* But this Clauſe, inſtead of preventing private Correſ. 

pondence, and illegal Combinations, has an evident Tex. 8 

dency to produce them, by inciting Men to apply with pre. 3 

tended Offers of Service to thoſe who are before ſuborned to produ 

refuſe them, then make a Merit of their Readineſs, and de. iter 

mand a Certificate. Conſe 

By ſuch Artifices Multitudes may exempt them{elve; to let 

from the Impreſs who may be known to be able Sailors, even no de 

by thoſe that conduct it, and may, under the Protection of 1 able 

Certificate fallaciouſly obtained, laugh at all Endeavours to Nov: 


engage them in the public Service,” moſt 


Mr. Digby. preſſ 
S 1 R, | T 
Mr. Digby. Ss | this Authority, lodged inthe Hands of thoſe who are alm 
propoſed in the Clauſe to be entruſted with it, be in Dan- 1 
ger of being executed without due Regard to the End ſor mus 
Which it is granted, let it be placed where there is neither or 
Temptation nor Opportunity to abuſe it. Let the Admi- ay" 
ralty alone have the Power of granting ſuch Certificates, the and 
Officers of which will be able to judge whether the $1ilor is Te 
really uvfit for the Service, and deliver thofe whom Age or | 
Accidents have diſabled from the Terror of Impreſſes; for 
ſurely, he that is fit to ſerve, when taken by Violence, is no 
leſs qualified when he enters voluntarily, and he who could | 
not be admitted when he tendered himſelf, ought not to be the 
dragged away, when perhaps he has contracted for another lic 
Voyage.“ g an 
Sir Charles Wager. Po 
S1R, tec 
Sir Ch 8 It is, doubtleſs. more proper to place ſuch Authority in | 
Wager. the Officers of the Admiralty, than in any other ; but it does 
not appear that the Benefit which the Sailors may receive T 


from it, to whatever Hands it is entruiled, will not be over- 
balanced by the Injury which the Public will probably ſuffer, 
Sailors 


( 311 ) 


Kingdom; in Ports where the Admiralty cannot ſpeedily II. 745. 
he informed of the Reaſons for which thoſe that may peti- 

tion for Certificates have been refuſed, and therefore cannot 

grant them without Danger of being deceived by fraudulent 

Accounts. 

The Grievances for which the Remedy is propoſed 

cannot frequently occur; for it is not probable that in a 

Time of naval Preparations any Man qualified for the Ser- 

vice ſhould be rejected, ſince the Officers gain nothing by 

their Refuſal.” 


Mr. Hay. 


$18, 

* It is very poſſible that thoſe Inſtances which may be Mr. Hay. 
produced of Men, who have been impreſſed by one Officer, 
after they have been rejected by another, may be only the 
Conſequences of the high Value which every Man is ready 
20 ſet upon his own Abilities. For he that offers himſelf, 
no doubt, demands the higheſt Premium, tho' he be not an 
able Sailor; and if rejected, and afterwards impreſſed as a 
Novice, thinks himſelf at Liberty to complain with the 
moſt importunate Vehemence, of Fraud, Partiality, and Op- 
preſton,” 


The Queſtion being put, was reſolved in the Negative, 
almoſt unanimouſly. 


Then Mr. Southwell offered a Clauſe, importing, That 
all Sailors, who ſhould takeAdvance-Money of 1» cpa NEIL 
ſhould be obliged to perform their Agreements, or be liable 
to be taken up by any Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace, 
and deemed Deſerters, except they were in his Majeſty's 
Ships of War. 


He was ſeconded by Lord Gage as follows: 


1 

As this Clauſe has no other Tendency than to promote Lord Gage. 
the Intereſt of the Merchants, without obſtructing the pub- 
lic Preparations; as it tends only to confirm legal Contracts, 
and facilitate that Commerce from whence the Wealth and 
Power of this Nation ariſes, I hope it will readily be admit- 
ted; as we may, by adding this Sanction to the Contracts 
made between the Merchants and Sailors, in ſome Degree, 
balance the Obſtructions wherewith we have embarraſſed. 
Trade by the other Clauſes,” 


S's 


« Sailors are frequently levied in remote Parts of the Anno 4, Geo. | 


Anno 14, Geo. 
IL. 17 40. 


Sir Charles 
Wager. 
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Sir Charles Wager, 

S1R, 

This Clauſe is unqueſtionably reaſonable, but not ng 

ceſſary, for it is to be found already in an Act made for t 

Encouragement of the Merchants, which is till in Force 

and ought, whenever any ſuch Frauds are committed, to 
rigorouſly obſerv'd. 


Sir Robert Walpole then deſired that the Clerk mig] 
read the Act, in which the Clauſe being accordingly four! 


in a 8 
de enlar 
xd alſo 
me: A 
hat Mr. 
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Mr. Southwell withdrew his Motion. reat-B 

Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the Bill for eto, 
Encreaſe and Encouragement of Sailors do pafs, which wi nd Lat 
reſolved in the Affirmative, 153 againſt 79. 7 

Agreed to the Report of the Weſtminſter-Bridge.- Fil | the F 
Ordered it to be ingroſſed. Rea 

The 24th. In a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill . 
explain Part of an Act 12th of Q. Anne, for providing p the * 
public Reward for ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall diſcovet Nene 
the Longitude at Sea, with ſeveral Amendments. . 


Read a Third Time, and paſſed the Bill for the bettet 
regulating the Manufacture of Cloth in the Weſt-Ridin 
of Vorkſhire: Ordered it to the Lords. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for better Preſervation 
of the Public Roads: Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

In a grand Committee, took into Confideration the pe. 
tition from South-Carolina, in behalf of the diſtreſſed Inha- 
bitants of Charles-Town, and came to Reſolution. 

The 25th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſclu- 
tion, viz. Reſolved, That the Province of South-Carolina 
has been greatly weakened by the late dreadful Fire on the 
18th of November laſt; and that ſome Proviſion ſhould be 
made for the reſettling the Inhabitants thereof: Referred to 
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uell 


erred 


the Committee on the Supply. L 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill for explaining an AQ Van 
for Aſſurance of Ships, and Merchandizes at Sea, and for Mar 
lending Money upon Bottomry : Ordered it to be ingrolled. V 
In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for the Improvement — 
of the ManufaQture of Woollen Broad-Cloth, &c. 1 
The 26th. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for the more eaſy 1 
and effectual Conviction of Perſons returning from Tran- 4 


portation. 
Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for the bettet 


Preſervation of the public Roads in England: Ordered it 1 
to the Lords. = 
n 
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ſn a grand Committee, took into Conſideration the Bill Anno 14, Geo, 
; enlarging and regulating the Trade to the Levant-Seas ; II. 1745. 
id alſo the ſeveral Papers and Accounts concerning the 

me: And a Motion was made, and the Queltion being put, 

ut Mr. Speaker do leave the Chair, it paſſed in the Nega- 

we, on a Diviſion; Ayes 37. Noes 62. Made a Progrels, 

id to proceed on the 8th of April ; then adjourned to the 

xd of April: | 

fpril 2. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for ſur- 

wing the chief Ports and Head-Lands on the Coaſt of 

reat-Britain and Ireland, and the Plantations belonging 
bereto, for the more exact Determination of the Longitude 
id Latitude thereof. Ordered it to the Lords. 

Adjourned the Report of the Bill for the Improvement 
{the Manufacture of Woollen Broad-Cloth, for a Month. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for reſtraining and 
reventing ſeveral unwarrantable Schemes and Undertakings 
n the Plantations to America . . Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond time, the Bill for the more effectual Con- 140 
tion of Perſons returning from Tranſportation 

The 3d. Read a ſecond time, and committed the Bill to 
wevent Inconveniencies ariſing from Inturances of Ships: 
Ona Diviſion, Ayes 63, Noes 22. 

The 6th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to enable 
he Commiſſioners for building Weltmintter-Bridge to rare 
i further Sum of Money by way of Lottery, towards finiſh- 
no the ſaid Bridge, &c. Ordered it to the Lords, In a 
and Committee, took into Conſideration the Bill to pre- 
eat ſome Inconveniencies arifing from Inſurances of Ships: 
aud read a Petition of the Corporation of the London- Aſſur- 

ance againſt the Bill. And a Motion was made, and the 
Queltion put, That the further Confideration thereot be de- 4 
ferred for a Month f. 9 
The 7th, Received an Eſtimate of the Charge of 1090 
baniſh Horſe, and 5000 Daniſh Foot in Britiſh Pay, from i 
March the 28th laft, ro December the 25th, 1741. 1 
Vol. II. 8 f Alſo 4 
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* This Bill was read a firſt time, on February the 5 th, but 
the Title was altered on the third Reading. 

T This Bill was read a firſt time, on February the 27th, 
tut the Jitle avas altered on the third Reading. 
De Houſe divided, Ayes 25. Nee, 8; but ſeven more 
Members being wanted to make a Houſe, without which they 
wuld not proceed on Buſineſs, ihe Hill dropt of courſe, and the 
Hourſe adjourned. 
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Anno 14, Geo. Alſo an Eſtimate of the Charge of 1264 Horſe, 
. 1749. 


ran N 
25 MA) 
tempt 
any u 
ſtria. 
many 
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curre 


and 4963 
Foot, Heſſian Troops, from March the 25h laſt, to December 


= 25th, 1741, with the Levy-Money and Subſidy for the 
me. 
The 8th. Rejected à Petition of John Meres, Printer 
praying to be admitted to Bail without paying his Fees. 
Mr. Speaker reported, That the Hoaſe had attended hi; 
Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty wa 
pleaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to, 
An Act to ſupply ſome DefeQs in the Laws for repairin 
_ County-Bridges; for repairing and providing Houſe 0 
ral Bills. Correction; and for paſſing Rogues and Vagabonds. 
An Act to continue three former Acts ſor Relief of Deb. 


tors, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons; and the 1 
alſo to continue an Act for the free Importation of Cochi. Hung 
neal and Indico. yerhic 
An Act for continuing an Act 7th of King George II. to Libet 
amend a former Act 11th of King George I. for the better 0 
regulating the Manufacture of Cloth in the Welt- Riding of * 
Yorkſhire, And to ſeven private Acts. 20S 
After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to make a moſt graci Reac 
ous Speech from the Throne as follows : nece 
My Lords and Gentlemen, = 
RE « At the Opening of this Seſſion, I took Notice to you of WW **" 
TIDY the Death of the late Emperor, and of my Reſolution po ad- | 
| here to the Engagements I am under, in order to the main. 40 
taining of the Ballance of Power, and the Liberties of Eu- Con 
rope, on that important Occaſion, The Aſſurances I received preſ 
from you, in return to this Communication, were perfect whe 
agreeable to the Zeal and Vigour, which this Parliament be 1 
has always exerted, in the Support of the Honour and Intereſ ther 
of my Crown and Kingdoms, and of the Common Cauſe. \ 
The War, which has fince broke out, and been carried ſent 
on, in part of the Auſtrian Dominions, and the various and 1 
extenſive Claims, which are publicly mage on the late Em- * 

peror's Succeſſion, are new Events, that require the utmoſt 

Care and Attention, as they may involve all Europe in 2 
bloody War, and in Conſequence, expoſe the Dominions of ; 
ſuch Princes, as ſhall take Part in ſupport of the Pragma- Co 
tic Sanction, to imminent and immediate Danger. The Le 
Queen of Hungary has already made a Requiſition of the yo 
12,000 Men, expreſly ſtipulated by Treaty; and thereupon Will © 


I have demanded of the King of Denmark, and of the King Re 

of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, their reſpective ans 

Bodies of Troops, conſiſting of 6000 Men each, to be in bu 

readineſs to march forthwith to the Aſſiſtance of her Hunga- ſul 
rian 
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1 may obviate and diſappoint all dangerous Deſigns and At- 


any unjuſt Pretenſions, to the Prejudice of the Houſe of Au- 
ria, In this complicated and uncertain State of Things, 
many Incidents may ariſe, _— the Time, when, by Rea. 
{on of the approaching Concluſion of this Parliament, it 
nay be impoſſible for me to have your Advice and Aſſiſtance, 
which may make it neceſſary for me to enter into flill larger 
Expences, for maintaining the Pragmatic Sanction. In a 
Con juncture ſo critical, I have thought it proper, to lay theſe 
important Conſiderations before you, and to deſire the Con- 
currence of my Parliament, in enabling me to contribute, in 
the moſt effeual Manner, to the Support of the Queen of 
Hungary, the preventing by all reaſonable Means the Sub- 
ſerlon of the Houſe of Aultria, and the maintaining the 
Liberties and Balance of Power in Europe.” 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


] muſt recommend it to you, to grant me ſuch a Supply 
may be requiſite for theſe Ends; and the juſt Concern and 
Readineſs which I have conſtantly found in you, to make all 
neceſſary Proviſions for the Public Good, and our common 
Fcurity, leave me no room to doubt of the ſame good Diſ- 
poſition and Affection in this Inſtance.” 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

« I am perſuaded, I need ſay no more to recommend theſe 
Confiderations to you, which ſo neceſſarily ariſe from the 
preſent Situation of Affairs: I ſhall therefore only add, That 
whatever Expences may be incurr'd on this Occaſion, ſhall 
be made in as frugal a Manner as poſſible ; and an Account 
thereof ſhall be laid before the next Parliament.” 


Whereupon they reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, as follows. 


: 7 Houſe on this Oceaſion preſented the following Ad- 
reſs. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, beg 
Leave to return your Majeſly our moſt humble Thanks for 
your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne; and 


to expreſs our dutiful Senſe of your Maſteſty's juſt and due 


Regard for the Rights and Intereſt of the Queen of Hungary, 
and for maintaining the Pragmatic Sanction. We cannot 


but entirely concur with your Majeſty 'in the prudent Mea- 


lures, which your Majeſty is purſuing for tlie Support of the 
8 2 Common 


empts, that may be forming and carried on in Favour of \ 


ian Majeſty. I am alſo concerting ſuch further Meaſures Ange 14, Geo; 
1740. 
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Anno 14, Geo Common Cauſe, and for the Preſervation of the Libenies 
II. 1740. and the Balance of Power in Europe. We acknoyl«; 
your Majeſty's Wiſdom and Reſolution, in not ſuffering yy; 
ſelf to be diverted from ſteadily perſevering in your juſt pa 
poſes of fulfilling the Engagements, which your Mzjefs n 
entered into with the Houſe of Auſtria; and do aſſure y,, 
Majeſty, that in Juſtice, and in Vindication of the Her, 
and Dignity of the Britiſh Crown, this Houſe will efe&4z!!y 
ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty againſt all Inſults agg 
Attacks, which any Prince of Power, in Reſentment gt 
the juſt Meaſures that your Majeſty has ſo wiſely taker, 
ſhali make upon any of your Majeſty's Territories or De- 
minions, tho* not belonging to the Crown of Great Britin. 
And we beg Leave further to aſſure your Majeſty, that in 
any future Events, which may ariſe from this vncertain 
State of Things, and which may make it neceſſary for your 
Majefly to enter into ſtill larger Expences, your faithful 
Commons wil} enable your Majeſty to contribute, in the 
molt effectual Manner, to the Support of the Queen of Hun. 
gary, to the preventing, by all reaſonable Means, the Sab— 
verſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, and to the maintzining the 
45 Tl Sanction and the Liberties and Balance of Fower 
arope.” 


The gth. Referred his Majeſty's Speech to the Commit. 
tee on the Supply. | 

The 1oth. The Houſe went to addreſs his Majeſty at ki; 
Palace at St. James's. | 

The 13th. Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anixer 
to their Addreſs, viz. I give you my Thanks for this cu. 
tiful and loyal Addreſs. Your great Readineſs in enabling 
me to make good my Engagements with the Queen of Hur. 
gary, and the Aſſurances you give me, not to ſuffer my fv: 
reign Dominions to be inſulted, on account of the Mezlur.s 
I am purſuing for the Support of the Pragmatic S:n&tich, 
are ſuch evident Proofs of your juſt Concern for maintaining 
the Liberties and Balance of Power in Europe, and of your 
great Regard for my Honour and Intereſt, that you me; 
depend upon all ſuitable Returns from me, for this particu!2; 
Mark of your Affection and Confidence in me.“ 


The ſame Day a Motion was made by Sir Robert Wal 
pole, for granting an Aid of 300,000. to the Queen of Hui: 


His Majeſty's 
Aniwer. 


Motion ſor 
aan Aid of 
300,00 I. for 


the Qucen of gary, which he introduced with the ſollowing Debate: 
S1R, 

The Neceſſity of this Grant appears ſo plainly from 
the bare Mention of the Purpoſes for which it is aſked, that 
1 can {carce!y conceive that its Realonableucls can be ail 

: Pates, 
? 


Eungay 


Sir Robert 
Wal Ole 
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ated, I can diſcover no Principles upon which an Objec- Anno 14, Ge. . 
Hon to this Motion can be founded, nor the leaſt Arguments II. 1745. \ : 8 
by which ſuch Objections can be ſupported. WY -. 

« The indiſpenſable Obligations of public Faith, the Hh 
great Ties by which Nations are united, and Confederacies Wh 
W {ormed, I cannot ſuppoſe any Man inclined to invalidate, 
An exact Performance of national Promiſes, an inviolable 
Adherence to Facts and Treaties, is enforced at once by 
Policy and Juſtice, and all Laws both of Heaven and Earth. 

public Pertidy, Sir, like private Diſhoneſty, whatever 
temporary Advantages it may promile or produce, is always, 
zpon the whole, the Parent of Miſery. Every Man, how- 
erer proſperous, muſt ſometimes wiſh for a Friend; and 
every Nation, however potent, ſtand in need of an Ally; 
but all Alliances ſubſiſt upon mutual Confidence; and Confi- 
dence can be produced on:y by untainted Integrity, by known 
Firmneſs, and approved Veracity. 

The Uſe of Alliances, Sir, has in the laſt Age been too 
much experienced to be conteſted; it is by Leagues well 
concerted, and itriftly obſerved, that the Weak: are defended 
againſt the Scrong, that Bounds are ſet to the Turbulence of 
Ambition, that the Torrent of Power is reſtrained, and Em- 
pires preſerved from thoſe Inundations of War that, in for- 
mer Times, laid the World in Ruins. By Alliances, Sir, the 
Equipoiſe of Power is maintained, and thoſe Alarms and 
Apprehenfions avoided, which mult ariſe from Viciflitudes 
of Empire, and the Fluctuations of perpetual Conteſt. 

That it is the Intereſt of this Nation to cultivate the 

Friencſhip of the Houſe of Aultria, to protect its Rights, 

and ſecure its Sueceſſion; to inform it when miſtaken, and 

to aſſiit it when attacked, is allowed by every Party. Every 

Man, Sir. knows that the only Power that can ſenſibly injure 

us by obſtrufting our Commerce, or invading our Domi- 

nions, is France, againſt which no Confederacy can be form- | 

ed, except with the Houle of Auſtria, that can afford us any j 

eficacious Support, (FE 

The firmeſt Bond of Alliances is mutual Intereſt. Men 10 
eaſily unite againſt him whom they have all Reaſon to fear 'F 
and to hate, by whom they have been greatly injured, and 
by whom they ſuſpe& that no Opportunity will be loft of 
renewing his Encroachments. Such is the State of this Na- 
tion and of the Auſtrians, We are equally endangered by 
the French Greatneſs, and equally animated againſt it by 
hereditary Animoſities, and Conteſts continued from one 
Age to another; we are convinced that, however either may 17 
be flattered or careſſed, while the other is invaded, every 15 
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For this Reaſon we engaged in the Support of the bn 
matic Sanction, and ſtipulated to ſecure the Imperial On. 
to the Daughters of Auſtria, which was nothing more ha 
to promiſe, that we would endeavour to prevent our own 
Deſtruction, by oppoſing the Exaltation of a Prince who 
ſhould owe his Dignity to the French, and in Conſequences 
of ſo cloſe an Alliance ſecond all their Schemes, admit aj 
their Calms, and ſacrifice to their Ambition the Happineſ 
of a great Part of Mankind, 

« Such would probably be the Conſequence, if the French 
ſhould gain the Power of conferring the Imperial Crown 
They would hold the Emperor in perpetual Dependence, 
would, perhaps, take Poſſeſſion of his Hereditary Domini. 
ons as a Mortgage for their Expence, would awe him with 
the Troops which they ſent under a Pretence of aſſiſi 
him, and leave him only the Titles of Dominion, and the 
Shadows of Empire. 

In this State would he remain, whilſt his formidah's 
Allies were extending their Dominions on every Side. He 
would fee one Power ſubdued after another, and bimſelf 
weakened by Degrees, and only not deprived of his Throne, 
becauſe it would be unneceſſary to dethrone him; or he 
would be obliged to ſollicit our Aſſiſtance to break from his 
Slavery, and we ſhould be obliged, at the utmoſt Hazard, 
and at an Expence not to be calculated, to remedy what it 
is, perhaps, now in our Power to prevent with very little 
Difficulty, 

That this Danger is too near to be merely chimerical, 
that the Queen of Hungary is invaded, and her Right to 
the Imperial Dignity conteſted, is well known; it is there- 
fore the Time for fulfilling our Engagements, Engagements 
of the utmoſt Importance to ourſelves and our Poſterity ; ard 
J hope the Government will not be accuſed of Profuſion, 
if for three hundred thouſand Pounds the Liberties of Eu- 
rope ſhall be preſerved. 

We cannot deny this Grant without acting in Oppoſition 
to our late Profeſſions of ſupporting his Majeſty in his En- 
deavours to maintain the Pragmatic Sanction, and of aſſiſting 
him to defend his foreign Dominions from any Injuries to 
which thoſe Endeavours ſhould expoſe them, for how can 
he without Forces defend his Dominions, or afliſt his Ally! 
or how can he maintain Forces without Supplies!“ 


Mr. 
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if he f⸗ 
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F An G 
; Mr. Shippen. I. 7 * 
R, 8 


« As I have always endeavoured to act upon Convic- Mr. Shippen. 
on of my Duty, to examine Opinions before I admit 
em, and to ſpeak what I have thought the Truth, I do 
wot eaſily change my Conduct or retract my Aſſertions, nor 
in I deterred from repeating my Arguments when I have 
z right to ſpeak, by the Remembrance that they have for- 
gerly been unſucceſsful. | | 

Every Man when he is confident himſelf, conceives 
limſelf able to perſuade others, and imagines that their Ob- 
tinacy proceeds from other Motives than Reaſon ; and that, 
{he fails at one time to gain over his Audience, he may 

jet ſucceed in ſome happier Moment, when their Prejudices 

hall be diſſipated, or their Intereſt varied, 

For this Reaſon though it cannot be ſuſpected that I 

hve forgotten the Reſentment which I have formerly drawn 

won myſelf, by an open Declaration of my Sentiments, * 
with regard to Hanover, * I ſtand up again, with equal 15 
Confidence, to make my Proteſtations againſt any Interpoſi - NN. 
tion in the Affairs of that Country, and to avow my Dillike Fig 
o the Promiſe lately made to defend it. A Promiſe, in- W. 
conſiſtent, in my Opinion, with that important and invio- 
hble Law, the Act of Settlement! A Promiſe, which, if it 


could have been foreknown, would perhaps have for ever | - 
preciuded from the Succeſſion that illuſtrious Family, to 0 

which we owe ſuch numberleſs Bleſſings, ſuch continued 1 iy 
Felicity ! 195 


gateful to his Majeſty, or too zealous in our Adherence to 
bim; only let us remember that true Gratitude conſiſts in 
real Benefits, in promoting the true Intereſt of him to whom met 
ve are indebted ; and {urely, by hazarding the Welfare of 1 
Great Britain in Defence of Hanover, we ſhall very little 
N the Advantage or promote the Greatneſs of our 
ing. 

* is well known how inconſiderable in the Sight of 
thoſe, by whom the Succeſſion was eltabliſh'd, Hanover ap- 
peared, in compariſon with Great Britain, Thoſe Men, to 
whom even their Enemies have ſeldom denied Praiſe for 
Knowledge and Capacity, and who have been fo loudly cele- 
brated by many, who have join'd in the laſt Addreſs, for 
their honeſt Zeal, and the Love of their Country, enacted, 

that 


* — — 


Far be it from me to inſinuate that we can be too 9 
| 
' 
| 


* Al/luding to his being ſent to the Toxwer, 


Anno 14, Geo that the King of Great Britain ſhould never viſit thoſe im 
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rtant Territories, which we have ſo ſolemnly promiſe: 0 Mr. 
defend, at the Hazard of our Happineſs, It was evider; 8 
their Deſign that our Sovereign, engrofs'd by the Care of}; A. 
new Subjects, a Care, which, as they reaſonably imagine, Pragn 
would ariſe from Gratitude for Dignity, and Power (6 lite. nal P. 
rally conferr'd, ſhould in time forget that Corner of th nanci! 
Earth, on which his Anceſtors had reſided, and act, not 2; out Al 
Elector of Hanover, but as King of Great Britain, a the Poſſib 
Governor of a mighty Nation, and the Lord of large Do. invad 
minions. | 6.1 
It was expreſly determined, that this Nation hoy! on th 
never be involved in War for the Defence of the Dominions aſſert 
on the Continent ; and doubtleſs the ſame Policy that has re. aſpir1 
ſtrain'd us from extending our Conqueſts in Countries, from Deſig 
which ſome Advantages might be receiv'd, ought to forbid only 1 
all expenſive and hazardous Meaſures, for the ſake of Teri. Grar 
tories from whence no Benefit can be reaped. every 
Nor are the Purpoſes, Sir, for which this Supply is hic 
demanded, the only Objections that may be urged againk it, cuted 
for the Manner in which it is asked, makes it neceſſary at ſore 
leaſt to delay it. The Miniſters have been ſo little accuſtom'l (0 en 
to Refuſals that they have forgot when to aſk with Decency, g 
and expect the Treaſure of the Nation to be poured upon men 
them, whenever they ſhall think it proper to hint, that they of t 
have diſcover'd ſome new Opportunity of Expence. poi 
It is neceſſary that when a Supply is deſired, the Houle of 
ſhould be inform'd, ſome time before, of the Sum that is prot 
requir'd, and of the Ends to which it is to be applied, that of 5 
every Member may conſider, at leiſure, the Expediency «f 21 
the Meaſures propoſed, and the Proportion of the Sum to tte Del 
Occaſion on which it is demanded ; that he may examine : 
what are the moſt proper Methods of raiſing it, and perhaps the 
enquire with what Willingneſs his Conſtituents will advance oy 
it. | clai 
Whether any Man is enabled by his Acuteneſs and Ex- An 
perience, to determine all theſe Queſtions upon momentz- this 
neous Reflection, I cannot decide. For my Part, I confel: Em 
myſelf one of thoſe, on whom Nature has beſtowed no ſuch ons 
Faculties, and therefore move that the Conſideration of this It 
Supply may be deferr'd for a few Days. For if it be now Wit 
preis'd upon us, I ſhall vote againſt it, becauſe I do not yet Ur 
fully diſcover all the Reaſons for it, nor all the Conſequences the 


which it may produce, and I think myſelf obliged to know no 
for what purpoſe I give away the Money which is not my 80 


Wwe Mr, Pr 


a 


Mr. Viner. : n Wk 
: : 1 CAS | Lf N 
« Whatever may be the Neceſſity of maintaining theMr. Vinec. 1 


Pragmatic Sanction, or Whatever the Obligations of natio- 
nal Pats, of which I hope no Man 1s deſirous of counte- 
nancing the Neglect, yet they cannot oblige us to arm with- 
out an Enemy, to embarraſs ourielves with watching every 
Poſſibility of Danger, to garriſon Dominions which are not 
invaded. 

« The Expediency of maintaining the Houſe of Auſtria 
on the Imperial Throne, it is not at prefent neceſſary to 
aſſert, becauſe it does not appear that any other Family is 
aſpiring to it. There may indeed be Whiſpers of ſecret 
Deſigns and artful Machinations, Whiſpers, perhaps, ſpread 
only to affright the Court into Treaties, or the Parliament into 
Grants; or Deſigns, which, like a Thouſand others that 
every Day produces, innumerable Accidents may defeat ; 
which may be diſcovered, not only before they are exe- . 
cuted, but before they are fully formed; and which there- het 
fore axe not worthy to engroſs much of our Attention, or a 
to exhauſt the Wealth of the People. | 

The Pragmatic Sanction is nothing more than a Settle- It 

| 
| 


ment of the Imperial Dignity upon the eldeit Daughter 
of the late Emperor and her Son; and if ſhe has no Son, 
upon the Son of the ſecond Daughter; nor has the Crown 
of Great Britain, by engaging to ſupport that SanCtion, 1 3 
promiſed any thing more than to preſerve this Order "of 
of Succeſſion, which no Power at preſent is endeavouring "I 
to interrupt, and which therefore at preſent requires no 
Defence. 

The Diſpute, Sir, between the King of Pruſſia and 
the Queen of Hungary is of a difterent kind, nor is it our 
Duty to engage in it, either as Parties or Judges. He lays 
claim to certain Territories uſurped, as he alleges, from his 
Anceſtors by the Auſtrian Family, and aſſerts, by Force, 
this Claim which is equally valid, whether the Queen be 
Empreſs or not. We have no Right to limit his Domini- 
ons, or Obligation to examine the Juſtice of his Demands. 

If he is only endeavouring to gain what has been forcibly 
with-held from him, what Right have we to obſtruct his 
Undertaking? And if the Queen can ſhew a better Title, 
' ſhe is, like all other Sovereigns, at liberty to maintain it; 
nor are we neceſſarily to ere ourſelves into Judges between 
Sovereigns, or Diltributors of Dominion. | 

* The Conteſt ſeems to. have very little Relation to the 
Pragmatic Sandtion; if the King of Pruſſia iucceeds, he will 

Ver VII. 1't cou- 
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Anno 14. Geq contribute to ſupport it ; and if the Queen is able 0 fre. 


ſtrate his Deſigns, ſhe will be too powerful to need or 


Aſitance. 


Sir Robert 
Warole 


« But tho', Sir, the Pragmatic Sanction were in Dan er 
of Violation, are we to ſtand up alone in defence of it, wh 
other Natjons, equally engaged with ourſelyes by Interes 
and by Treaties, fit ſtill to look upon the Conteſt, and gather 
thoſe Advantages of Peace which we indiſcreetly throw 
away? Are we able to maintain it without Aſſiſtance, or are 
we to exhauſt our Country, and ruin our Poſterity in pri. 
ſecution of a hopeleſs Project, to ſpend what can neyer be 
repaid, and to fight with Certainty of a Defeat ? 

»The Dutch, whoſe Engagements and whoſe Intereſts zue 
the ſame as our own, have not yet made any Addition ty, 
their Expences, nor Augmentation of their Troops; ng 
does a ſingle Potentate of Europe, however united by lon 
Alliances to the Houſe of Auſtria, or however endanger'd hy 
Revolutions in the Empire, appear to rouſe at the Approzch 
of Alarm, or think himſelf obliged ta provoke Enemies by 
whom he is not yet injured. 

I cannot therefore perſwade myſelf that we are to fand 

up ſingle in the Defence of the Pragmatic Sanction, to fight 
tne Quarrel of others, or live in perpetual War, that ou 
Neighbours may be at Peace. 
„ « I ſhall always think it my Duty to diſburſe the public 
Money with the utmoſt Parſimony, nor ever intend but, on 
the moſt preſſing Neceſſity, to load, with new Exactions, : 
Nation already overwhelmed with Debts, harraſs'd with 
Taxes, and plunder'd by a Standing Army. 

For what Purpoſe theſe numerous Forces are maintain”! 
who are now prey ing on the Public; why we increaſe our 
Armies by Land when we only fight by Sea; why we aggr:- 
vate the Burthen of the War, and add domeſtic Oppreflion: 
to foreign Injuries, I am at loſs to determine, Surely ſome 
Regerd ſhould be had to the Satisfaction of the People, whe 
ought not, during the preſent Scarcity of Proviſions, to bz 
ttarved by the Increaſe of an Army, which ſeems ſupported 
only to conſume them. | | 

As therefore part of our preſent Expence is in my Opi- 
nion unneceſſary, I ſhall not contribute to aggravate it by 
2 new Grant, for Purpoſes of which I cannot diſcover thai 
they will promote the Advantage of the Public. 

Sir Robert Walpole, * 

81 , 

* The Pragmatic Sanction, which we are engaged to ſup- 
port, is not confined to the Preſervation of the Order of Suc- 

> as SEE ö ceſſion, 


ö 
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ceſion, but extends to all the Rights of the Houſe of Auſtria, Anno 14, Geo, 1010 
which is now attacked, and by a very formidable Enemy, II. 1740. 169 
at a Time of Weakneſs and Diſtraction, and therefore re. 3 
quires out Aſſiſtance. | 
« That others equally obliged by Treaty and by Intereſt | 
to lend their Help on this Occaſion, fit unaQtive, either | 
through Cowardice or Negligence, or ſome Proſpect of f 
temporary Advantage, may, perhaps, be true; but is it 
[ 
| 


any Excuſe of a Crime, that he who commits it is not the 
only Criminal? Will the Breach of Faith in others excuſe 
it in us? Ought we not rather to animate them by our Acti- 
vity, inſtruct them by our Example, and awaken them by 
our Repreſentations ? By 
Perhaps the other Powers ſay to themſelves, and to one Yong 
another, Why ſhould we keep that Treaty which Great 1 4 
Britain is violating? Why ſhould we expoſe ourſelves to | 
Danger, of which that mighty Nation, ſo celebrated for 
Courage, is afraid ? Why ſhould we ruſh into War, in which 
our molt powerful Ally ſeems unwilling to ſupport us ? bel. 
Thus the ſame Argument, an Argument evidently falſe, "i 
and made ſpecious only by Intereſt, may be uſed by all, till f 
ſome one, more bold and honeſt than the reſt, ſhall dare 1303 
to riſe in Vindication of thoſe Rights which all have pro- N 4 
| 
| 


miſed to maintain. And why ſhould not the greateſt Nation 
be the firſt that ſhall avow her ſolemn Engagments ? Why 
ſhould not they be moſt diligent in the Proſecution of an | 
Aﬀair who have molt to loſe by its Miſcarriage ? | 

© I am always willing to believe, that no Member of 1 
this Houſe makes Uſe in any ſolemn Debate of Arguments | 
which do not appear rational to himſelf; and yet it is difh- | 
cult to conceive that any Man can imagine himſelf releaſed | 
from a Promiſe, becauſe the ſame Promiſe is broken by 
another 3 or that he is at Liberty to deſert his Friend in 
Diſtreſs, becauſe others deſert him, whoſe good Offices (17. 
he has equal Reaſon to expect, and that the more his Aſſiſt- 29 
ance is needed, the more Right he has to deny it. 140 

« Surely ſuch Arguments as theſe deſerve not, need not a 16 
Confutation. Before we regulate our Conduct by that of hl 
others, we muſt either prove that they have done right, | 
which Proof will be a ſufficient Defence without che Prece- 
dent, or own that they are more capable of judging than we, 3 
and that therefore we pay an implicit Submiſſion to their : 

Dicdates and Example; a Sacrifice which we ſhall not wil- 
lingly make to the Vanity of our Neighbours. 

In the preſent Caſe it is evident, that if other Nations 
neglect the Performance of their Contracts, they are guilty 
of the Breach of public Faith; of a Crime, that if it ſhould 

Tt 2 gene 
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Anno 14, Geo generally be imitated, would diſſolve Society, and throy 
II. '749. human Nature into Confuſion, that would change the mo 
happy Region into Deſarts, in which one Savage would be 

prey ing on another, | 
Nor are they only propagating an Example, which in 
ſome diſtant Times may be pleaded againſt themſelves, but 
they are expoſing themſelves to more immediate Danger; 
they are forwarding Deſigns that have no Tendency but 10 
their Ruin ; they are adding Strength to their inveterate Ene. 

mies, and beckoning Invgſion to their own Frontiers, 
Let us therefore, inſtead of hardening ourſelves in Pet. 
fidy, or lulling ourſelves in Security by their Example, exert 
all our Influence to unite them, and all our Power to aff 
them. Let us ſhew them what they ought to determine by 
our Reſolutions, and teach them to act by our Vigour; that 
if the Houſe of Auſtria be preſerved, our Alliance may be 
ſtrengthened by new Motives of Gratitude ; and that, if it 
mult be that the Liberties of this Part of the World be lol, 
we may not reproach ourſelves with having neglected to di 

fend them.” 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 


81 n, 


Mr. Henry © It is not to be ſappoſed that ſuch Members of this 

Pclham. Houſe as are not engaged in public Affairs, ſhould receive 

very exact Intelligence of the Diſpoſitions of foreign Poy. 

ers, and therefore I do not wonder that the Conduct of the 

Dutch has been miſrepreſented, and that they are ſuſpecled 

of neglecting their Engagements at a Time when they are 
endeayouring to perform them. 

The Dutch have now under Conſideration the moſt pro- 
per Methods of affiſting the Queen of Hungary, and main- 
taining the Pragmatic Sanction; it may be indeed juſtly ſuſ. 

dected from the Nature of their Conſtitution, that their 
. will be ſlow, but it cannot be aſſerted, that they 
break their Engagements, or deſert their Confederates. 

Nor is there any Reaſon for imagining that the other 
Princes who have incurred the ſame Obligations. will not 


U endeavour to perform their Promiſes; it may be eaſily con- 
ceiveu that ſome of them are not able, at a ſudden Summons, 

to afford great Aſſiſtance, and that others may wait the Re- tit 

ſult of our Deliberations, and regulate their Conduct by our =S. 

Example. | we { 

Not that we ought to neglect our Ergagements, or en- far 

danger dur Count'y, becauſe other Powers ate either pcrfi- wit! 

dious or inſ2afibie ; tor I am not atraid to deciare. that if the 


that ſhou.d happen, which there is no Reaſon to ſuſpecl, if neg 
; | all 
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the other Powers ſhould deſert the Defence of the Au- 
jan Line, ſhould conſent to annul the Pragmatic Sanction, 
ind leave the Queen of Hungary to the Mercy of her- Ene. 
nies, I would adviſe that Great Britain — ſhould pour 
ler Armies into the Continent, that ſhe ſhould defend her 
ally againſt the moſt formidable Confederacy, and ſhew 
lankind an Example of Conſtancy not to be ſhaken, and 
if Faith not to be violated. 

« If it be therefore our Duty to ſupport the Pragmatic 
union, it is now the Time for declaring our Reſolutions, 
when the Imperial Crown is claimed by a Multitude of 
(ompetitors, among whom the Elector of Bavaria, a very 
wer ful Prince, has, by his Miniſter, notified his Preten- 
ions to the Court of Great Britain. 

The antient Alliance between this Prince and the French 
« well known ; nor can we doubt that he will not now im- 
ore their Affiltance for the Attainment of the Throne to 
which he aſpires; and, I need not ſay what may be expected 
fom an Emperor whoſe Elevation was procured by the 
forces of France. | 

Nor is this the only Prince that claims the Imperial 

Crown upon plaufible Pretences, or whoſe Claims other 
Powers may combine to ſupport; it is well known that even 
the Spaniſh Monarch believes himſelf entitled to it, nor can 
we, who have no Communication with him, know whether 
te has not declared, to all the other Pritices of Europe, his 
R:(olution to aſſert his Claim. | 

© It is far from being impoſſible that the Pretenſions of 
the Houſe of Bourbon may be revived, and that tho' no fin- 
gle Prince of that Family ſhould attempt to mount the Im. 
perial Throne, they may all conſpire to diſmember the Em- 
pire into petty Kingdoms, and free themſelves from the 
Dread of a formidable Neighbour, by erecting a Number of 


liminutive Sovereigns, who may be always courting the 


Afiltance of their ProteQors, for the ſake of harraſſing 
each other, EF 
© Thus will the Houſe, by which Europe has been hitherto 
protected, ſink into an empty Name, and we ſhall be left 
to tand alone againſt all the Powers that profeſs a different 
5%, 24k and whoſe Intereſt is oppoſite to that of Great 
ita in. 
We ought, indeed, to act with the utmoſt Vigour, when 


ve ſee one of the moſt powerful of the reſormed Princes, ſo 


far forgetful of the Intereſt of our Religion, as to co-operate 
with the Deſigns of France, and ſo intent upon imptoving 
the Opportunity of diſtreſſing the Houſe of Auſtria, as to 
teplet the common Cauſe, and expoſe himſelf or his Poſte- 

rity 


Anno 14, Geo. 
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Anno 14, Geo . rity to the Danger of becoming a Dependent on the Ha 
1 of 2 1 4 1 
| For this Reaſon I cannot agree that our Army, g 
a numerous and burdenſome, is pela. than the Necelly 
Affairs requires: If we caſt our Eyes on the Continen; | 
thing is to be ſeen but general Confuſion, powerful Arg; 
in Motion, the Dominions of one Prince invaded, ef; 
other threatened, the Tumults of Ambition in one Phe 

and a panic Stillneſs in another. 

« What will be the Event of theſe Commotions who d 
diſcover? And how can we know what may determine d 
Courſe of that Flood of Power, which is now in a State; 
Fluctuation, or ſeems driven to different Points by differer 
Impulſes? How ſoon may the Dutch ſee their Barrier? 
tacked, and call upon us for the 16,000 Men which ve: 
obliged to ſend them? How ſoon may the Houſe of Auſti 
be ſo diſtreſſed as to require all our Power for its Preſery 
tion ? 

That we are to leave nothing unattempted for the Secy 
rity of our own Religion and Liberty, will eaſily be granted 
and, therefore, unleſs it can be proved that we may be equl! 
ſecure, tho* the Houſe of Auſtria be ruined, it will neceſ 
rily follow, that we are, with all our Power, to enforce 
Obſervation of the Pragmatic Sanct ion. 

This is not an Act of romantic Generofity, but ſuch 
the cloſeſt Attention to our own Intereſt ſhews to be neceſ 
ſary; in defending the Queen of Hungary we defend on 
ſelves, and only extinguiſh that Flame, by which, if it | 
ſuffered to ſpread, we ſhall ourſelves be conſumed. II 
Empire may be conſidered as the Bulwark of Great Britain, 
wn, if it be thrown down, leaves us naked and defences 
Jeſs. | 

Let us therefore conſider our own Danger, and remen- 
ber, that while we are conſidering this Supply, we are del. 
berating upon nothing leſs than the Fate of our Country. 


ſation A 
ach eit 


Mr. Pulteney, 8 
81 R, ye gr 


Mr. Pulteney, I am on this Occaſion of an Opinion different from that 
of the honourable Member who ſpoke the Second in this 
Debate, though on moſt Queſtions our Judgment has been 
the ſame. I am ſo far from ſeconding his Propoſal for de. Grar 
laying the Confideration of this Supply, that I think it may Wi felve 
Juſtly be enquired, Why it was not ſooner propoſed ? with 
For the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria and the Aſſer- c 
| tion of the Pragmatic Sanction no Man can be more zealous BW Hun 


than myſelf ; I am convinced how cloſely the Intereſt 4 for 1 
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lation and that of the Auſtrian Family are united, and how Anno 14, Ceo 1 
uch either muſt be endangered by the Ruin of the other, II. 1240. 11 
if therefore, I ſhall not delay, for a ſingle Moment, my YN NS 170 
it to any Meaſures that may re-eſtabliſh our Intereſt 170 
athe Continent, and reſcue Germany once more from the | ws 
ws of France, | 
« Tam afraid that we have loſt part of our Influence in the 
wighbouring Countries, and that the Name of Great Britain 90 9 
bes formidable than heretofore ; but if Reputation is loſt, 5 
dis time to recover it, and I doubt not but it may be reco- 
rered by the ſame Means as it was at firſt obtained. Our 
_ may be yet equally deſtructive and our Money equally . | js 
ſwaſive. Wh: 
We have not yet ſuffer'd, amid all our MiſconduR, our 19 
un] Force to be diminiſhed; our Sailors yet retain their al-⸗œ: | 
gent Courage, and our Fleets are ſufficient to keep their Do- 
pinion of the Ocean, and preſcribe Limits to the Commerce 
of every Nation. While this Power remains unimpaired, 
nile Great Britain retains her natural Superiority, and aſſerts 
the Honour of her Flag in every Climate, we cannot become 
&picable, nor can any Nation ridicule our Menaces or ſcorn 
ar Alliance, We may ſtill extend our Influence to the In- 
n Countries, and awe thoſe Nations which we cannot in- 
e. 
To preſerve this Power, let us watch over the Diſpoſal of 
r Money ; Money is the Source of Dominion ; thoſe Na- 
tons may be formidable for their Affluence which are not 
confidecable for their Numbers; and by a negligent Profu- male: 
fon of their Wealth, the moſt powerful People may languiſn 9 
ſto Imbecility, and fink into — 
« If the Grant which is now demanded will be ſufficient to 
noduce the Ends to which it is propoſed to be applied, if 
x are aſſured of the proper Application of it, I ſhall agree | 
0 it without Heſitation. But though it cannot be affirmed Wl | 
that the Sum now demanded is too high a Price fer the Li- | 
erties of Europe, it is at leaſt more than ought to be ſquan- | 
(fred without Effect, aad we ought at leaſt to know before Ts | 
We grant it what Advantages may be expected from it. Wn! | 
May not the Sum demanded for the Support of the Queen 
Hungary be employed to promote very different Intereſts ? 
May it not be laviſhed to ſupport that Power to which our 
Grants have too long contributed, that Power by which our- 
ſelves have been awed, and the Adminiſtration has tyrannized 
vithout Controul ? 
© If this Sum is really intended to ſupport the Queen of 
Hungary, may we not enquire how it is to be employed 
ſor her Service? 1s it to be ſent her for the Payment of her 
n Armies, 


( 


Anno 14, Geo Armies, and the Support of her Court? Should we not ng, 


II. 1740 
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t divert t 
effectually ſecure her Dominions by purchaſing with it 1; ortuni 
Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance of the King of. Pruſſia, a Pring . 6 
Whoſe Extent of Dominions and numerous Forces make hir by T're 
not more formidable than his perſonal Qualities, « Tr 

What may be hoped, Sir, from. a Prince of Wiſdom ii ye hav 


Courage, at the Head of a Hundred and ten Thouſand regt 
lar Troops, with eight Millions in his Treaſury; how my: 
he mult neceflarily add to the Strength of any Party in whic 


he ſhall engage, is unneceſſary to mention; it is evident uin,“ 
without Proof, that nothing could ſo much contribute to H this O 
Re-eftabliſhment of the Houſe of Auſtria, as a Reconciliation ſons 3 
with this mighty Prince, and that to bring it to paſs woul alway 
be the molt effectual Method of ſerving the unforturat « It 
Queen that requires our Aſſiſtance. | neſs a 

Why we ſhould deſpair, Sir, of ſuch a Reconciliation ſelves 
J cannot perceive; a Reconciliation equally conduciye to the have 
real Intereſt of both Parties, It may be proved, with vey deen, 
little Difficulty, to the King of Pruſſia, that he is now afl. « ] 
ing thoſe with whom Intereſts incompatible, and Religion regle 
irreconcilable, have ſet him at Variance, whom he can never belie' 
ſee proſperous but by a Diminution of his own Greatneſs, and woul: 
who will always project his Ruin while they are enjoying Brito 
the Advantages of his Victories. We may eaſily convince adhe! 
him, that their Power will ſoon become, by his Aſſitarce, bitio! 
ſugh as he cannot hope to withſtand ; and ſhew from the Ex. by F 
emples of other Princes, how dangerqus it is to add tothe Alli 
Strength of an ambitious Neighbaur. We may ſhew hin , 
how much the Fate of the Empire is now in his Hands, and com 
how much more glorious and more advatageous it will be to all t 
preſerve it from Ruin, than to contribute to its Deſtrudton, mor 

If, by ſuch Arguments, Sir, this potent Monarch can be mor 
induced to act ſteadily in Defence of the common Cauſe, ve of t 
may ance more ſtand at the Head of a Proteſtant Contede- 6 
racy, that may contract the Views and repreſs the Ambition app 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, and alter their Scheme of univer- un 
fal Manarchy into Ex pedients for the Defence of their Do- tot 
minions. | bee 

But in tranſacting theſe Affairs, let us not engage in 
any intricate Treaties, nor amule ourſelves with diſplaying eſp 
our Abilities for Negotiation ; Negotiation that fatal An of 
which we have learned as yet very imperfectly, and which we tie 
have never attempted to practiſe but to our own Loſs. While mi 
we have been entangled in tedious Diſquiſitions, and retarded Wi 
ty artful Delays, while qur Commiſſaries have been debating it 
about what was only denied, to produce Controyerſies, and le 


enquiring after that which has been hid from them, oe to 
1VCrt 
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by Treaties ? | 

« Treaties, Sir, are the Artillery of our Enemies, to which 
we have nothing to oppoſe ; they are Weapons of which we 
know not the Uſe, and which we can only eſcape by not 
coming within their Reach. I know not by what Fatality 
it is, that to treatand to be cheated, are, with regard to Bri- 
uin, Words of the ſame Signification ; nor do | intend, by 
this Obſervation, to aſperſe tne Characters of particular Per- 
ſons ; for Treaties, by whomicever carried on, have ended 
always with the ſame Succeſs, 

« It is Time, therefore, to know, at length, our Weak- 
neſs and our Strength, and to reſolve no longer to put our- 
ſelves voluntarily into the Power of our Enemies: Our !'roops 
have always been our ableſt Negotiators, and to them it has 
been, for the moſt Part, neceſſary at laſt to refer our Cauſe, 

Let us then always preſerve our martial Character, and 
reglect the Praiſe of political Cunning ; a Quality which, I 
believe, we ſhall never attain, and which, if we could obtain, 
would add nothing to our Honour, Let it be the Practice of 
Britons to declare their Reſolutions without Reſerve, and 
adhere to them in Oppoſition to . 1 let them be am- 
bitious of no other Elogies than thoſe which may be gained 
by Honeſty and Courage, nor will they then ever find their 
Allies diffdent, or their Enemies contemptuous. 

Buy recovering and aſſerting this Character we may be- 


more ſubdue the Ambition of the aſpiring French, and once 
more deliver the Houſe of Auſtria from the inceſſant Purſuit 
of thoſe reſtleſs Enemies. 

The Defence of that illuſtrious Family, Sir, has always 
appeared to me, ſince I ſtudied the State of Europe, the 
unvariable Intereſt of the Britiſh Nation, and our Obliga- 
tions to ſupport it, oh this particular Occaſion, have already 
been ſufficiently explained, 

* Whence it proceeds, Sir, that thoſe who now ſo zealouſly 
eſpouſe the Auſtrian Intereſt, have been ſo plainly forgetful 
of it on other Occaſions, | cannot determine. That Trea- 
ties have been made very little to the Advantage of that Fa- 


without Oppoſition, is well known, nor was it long ago that 
it was debated in this Houſe, whether any Money ſhould be 
lent to the late Emperor. 
No public or private Character can be ſupported, no 
Vol VII. 0" Enemy 


divert their Attention from other Queſtions, how many Op. Anno 14. Geo 
portunities have been loſt, and how olt:-n might we have {e- 
cured by War, what was, at a mucn greater Expence, loſt . 


come once more the Arbiters of Europe, and be courted by 
all the Proteſtant Powers as their Protectors; we may once 


mily, and that its Enemies have been ſuffered to inſult it 


Anno 14, Geo. 


IL 1742. 


LYN 


ſcarcely a ſingle Ship of War has been taken, or a fingle 


Nation. 
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Enemy, Sir, can be intimidated, nor any Friend confirq44 
in his Adherence, but by a ſteady and conſiſtent Conduct, b. 
propoſing in all our Actions ſuch Ends as may be openly 
avowed, and by purſuing them without Regard to temps. 
rary Inconveniencies, or petty Obſtacles, 

Sach Conduct, Sir, I would gladly recommend on te 
preſent Occaſion, on which I ſhould be far from adviſing 4 
faint, an irreſolute, or momentary Aſſiſtance, ſuch Supplies 
as declare Diffidence in our own Strength, or a mean Jedi. 
nation to pleaſe contrary Parties at the ſame time, to per. 
form our Engagements with the Queen, and continue cy 
Friendſhip with France. It is, in my Opinion, proper tg 
eſpouſe our Ally with the Spirit of a Nation that expect 
her Deciſions to be ratified, that holds the Balance of the 
World in her Hand, and can beſtow Conqueſt and Emyir 
at her Pleaſure. 

Vet, Sir, it cannot be denied that many powerful Re. 
ſons may be brought againſt any new Occaſion of Expence; 
nor is it without Horror and Altoniſhment that any Man, 
converſant in political Calculations, can conſider the encr. 
mous Profuſion of the national Treaſure, In the late dread. 
ful Confuſion of the World, when the Ambition of France 
had ſet half the Nations of the Earth on Flame, when ve 
ſent our Armies to the Continent, and fought the genenl 
Quarrel of Mankind, we paid during the Reigns of King 
William, and his great Succeſſor, Reigns of which eren 
Summer was diſtinguiſhed by ſome important Action, but 
four Millions Yearly. 

* But our Preparations for the preſent War, in which 


Fortreſs Jaid in Ruins, have brought upon the Nation an Ex- 
pence of five Millions. So much more are we now cþliged 
to pay to amuſe the weakeſt, than formerly to ſubcue the 
molt powerful of our Enemies, 

« Frugality, which is always prudent, is, at this Time, Sir, 
indiſpenſable, when War, dreadful as it is, may be termed the 
lighteſt of our Calamities, when the Seaſons have Cdifap- 
pointed us of Bread, and an univerſal Scarcity afflicts the 
Every Day brings us Accounts from different Parts 
of the Country, and every Account 1s a new Evidence of the 
general Calamity, of the Want of Employment for the Poor, 
and its neceſſary Conſequence, the Want of Food. 


He that is ſcarce able to preſerve himſelf, cannot be ex- 


pected to aſſiſt others; nor is that Money to be granted to 
foreign Powers, which is wanted for the Support of our Fel- 
low-Subjects, who are now languiſhing with Diſeaſes, which 
unaccuſtomed Hardſhips, and unwholſome ay part 

rougutt 


Sf ; 1 2 \ 

ought upon them, While we are providing againſt diſtant Anno 14, Geo, 
Dazgers, and bewailing the Diſtreſſes of the Houſe of Au- II 1749- 

_ | 

6 Let us not add to the Miſeries of Famine the Mortifi- ; 
cations of Inſult and Neglect; let our Country men, at leatt, 

aride our Care with our Allies; and, while we form Schemes 

fr ſuccouring the Queen of Hungary, let us endeavour to 

leviate nearer Diſtreſſes, and prevent or pacify domellic 
Diſcontents. 

« If there be any Man whom the Sight of Miſery cannot 
nove to Compaſſion, who can hear the Complaints of Want 
jithout Sympathy, and fee the general Calamity of his 
Country without employing one Hour on Schemes for its | 
Relief; Let not that Man dare to boaſt of Integrity, Fide- 19 
hy or Honour; let him not preſume to recommend the 17 
Preſervation of our Faith, or Adherence to our Conſede— 4 
rites; that Wretch can have no real Regard to any moral * 
Obligation, who has forgotten thoſe firit Duties which Na- | 
ure impreſies ; nor, can he that neglects the Happineſs of 
his Country, recommend any good Action for a good Reaſon. 

It ſhould be conſidered, Sir, that we can only be uſeful 
tour Allies, and formidable to our Enemies, by being una- 
nimous and mutually confident of the good Intentions of 
each other, and that nothing but a ſteady A tention to the 
public Welfare, a conſtant Readineſs to remove Grievances, 
and an apparent Unwillingneſs to impoſe new Burthens, can 
produce that Unanimity. 

As the Clauſe is therefore neceſſarily to precede the 
Effect ; as foreign Influence is the Conſequence of Happi- 
neſs at Home, let us endeavour to eſtabliſh that Alacrity and 
ſecurity that may animate the People to aſſert their antient 
duperiority to other Nations, and reſtore that Plenty which 
may raiſe them above any Temptation to repine at Aſſiſt- 
ance given to our Allies. | ES. 

No Man, Sir, can very ſollicitouſly watch over the Wel- 
fre of his Neighbour, whoſe Mind is depreſſed by Poverty, 
or diſtracted by Terror, and when the Nation ſhall ſee us 
anxious for the Preſervation of the Queen of Hungary, and 
unconcerned about the Wants of our Fellow-Subjects ; what 
can be imagined, but that we have ſome Method of exempt- 
Ing ourſelves from the common Diſtreſs, and that we regard 
not the public Miſery when we do not feel it?” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


SIR, 
* It is always proper for every Man to lay down ſome gi, ve, 
Principles upon which he propoſes to act, whether in public Walpels Ml 
Uu 2 | or 1 


, 40. 


ccc or private; that he may not be always wayering, uncertiit 
} 
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and irreſolute; that his Adherents may know what they are 
to expect, and his Adverſaries be able to tell why they ate 
oppoſed. 

« It is neceſſary, Sir, even for his own ſake, that he may 
not be always itruggling with himſelf ; that he may knyy 


his own Determinations, and enforce them by the Reasons greater ] 
which have prevailed upon him to form them; that he may Ou 
not argue in the ſame Speech to contrary Purpoſes, and Weary perhaps 
the Attention of his Hearers with Contralts and Antithc{e * is n 

* V. hea a Man admits the Neceſſity of granting a Sup- yeceſsf1 


Ply, expatiates upon the Danger that may be produced by bos, th 
retarding it, declares againtt the leaſt Delay, however ipeci- contr1Vi 


oaſ]y propoicd, and inforces the Arguments which have been + In 
already offered to ſhew how much it is our Duty and intereſt Power 
to al o it; may it not reaſonably be imagined that he in. Nation 
tends to promote it, and is endeavouring to convince them of though 
that Neccflity of which ne ſeems nimſelf convinced! lf 

* Bui when the ſame Man proceeds to diſplay, with equal Aultri: 
Eioquence, the preient Calamities of the Nation, and tells, their / 
to how much better Purpoſes the Sum, thus demanded, may for thi 


be applied; when he dwell: upon the Poſſibility that an im- 
politic Ule may be made of the national T'reaſare; and 
hints, that it may be aſked for one Purpoſe and employed to 
another, what can be collected from his Harangue, however 
elegant, entertaining and pathetic ? How can his true Opi- 
nion be diſcovered ? Or how ſhail we fix ſuch fugitve Res- 
ſanings, ſych yariable Rbetoric ? 

] am not ible, Sir, to diſcern, why Truth ſhould be ob- 


ſcur'd ; or why any Man ſhould take Pleaſure in heaping to- T 
gether all the Arguments that his Knowledge may ſupp!y, or Chai 
his Imagination ſuggeſt, againſt a Propoſition which he can- Dec 
not deny. Nor can I aſſign any good Purpoſe that can be ney 
Promoted hy perpetual Renewals of Debate, and by a Repe- 1 
tition of Objections, which have in former Conferences, on able 
the lame Occaſion, been found of little Force. | 1 

* When the Sy;tem of Aﬀairs is not fully laid open, and Ch: 
the Schemes are in part unknown, it is eaſy to raiſe ObjeCtions of. 
formidable in Appearance, which perhaps cannot be anſwered ma 
til the Neceſſity of Secrecy is taken away. When any ge- f 
neral Calamity has fallen upon a Nation, it is a very fruitful ab! 
Topic of Rhetoric, and may be very pathetically exagge- | 
rated, upon a thouſand Occaſions to which it has no — - ord 


Relation. Pa 
* Such in my Opinion, Sir, is the Uſe now made of the 

preſent Scarcity ; a Misfortune inflicted upon us by the Haud pi 

pt providence alone; not upon us only, but upon all the Nas ni 
| tion 
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vans on this fide of the Globe; many of which ſuffer more, Anno 14, Geo. 
but none leſs than ourſelves, | IL 1945. 

If at ſuch a Time, it is more burthenſome to the Nation 
p raiſe Supplies, it muſt be remembered, that it is in Propor- 
ion dificult to other Nations to oppoſe thoſe Meaſures for 
shich the Supplies are granted; and that the ſame Sum is of 
greater Efficacy in Times of Scarcity than of Plenty. 

Our preſent Diſtreſs will, I hope, ſoon be at End; and 
perhaps a few Days may produce at leaſt ſome Alteration. 
|t is not without Reaſon, that I expect the News of ſome 
hcceſsful Attempts in America, which will convince the Na- 
ton, that the Preparations for War have not been idle Shews 
contrived to produce unneceſſary Expences, 

« In the mean time, it 1s neceſſary that we ſupport that 
Power which may be able to aſſiſt us againſt France, the only 
Nation from which any Danger can threaten us, even 
though our Fleet in America ſhould be unſucceſsſul. 

« If we defeat the Spaniards, we may aſſiſt the Houſe of | 
Auſtria without Difficulty, and if we fail in our Attempts, | 
their Alliance will be more neceſſary, The Sum demanded | 
for this important Purpoſe, cannot be cenſured as exorbitant, 18 
jet will, I hope, be ſufficient : If more ſhould hereafter ap- 1 
pear neceſſary, I doubt not but it will be granted.” 


The Queltion then paſſed without farther Oppoſition, . 

The 34th. Received the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution Votes on the 
on the Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 300,000/7. be granted Supply. 
his Majeſty to enable him effectually to ſupport the Queen of 
Hungary, and to prevent the Subverſion of the Houſe of 
Aultria, &c. | 

That 75,9521. 7s. 44 4 be granted for defraying the 
Charge of 6000 Heſſians, from the 25th March to the 25th of 
December, 1741; as alſo 30,205 J. 145. 7 d. for Levy Mo- 
ney remaining unpaid for. 

That 49,608 J 6s. 1 d. be granted for what remains pay- 
able of the Subſidy for the ſaid 6000 Heſſians. 

That 69,841 J. 55. 44. +5 be granted fordefraying the 
Charge of 6000 Danes, from the 25th of March to the 25th 
of December, 1741 ; as alſo 25,875 J. for Levy Money re- 
maining unpaid for. 

That 44,369 J. 8 5. 1 4. be granted for what remains pay- 
able of 3 Subgay for the ſaid 6000 Danes. 

That 36,157 J. 19s. 14. 5 be granted for ſeveral extra- 
ordinary Expences incurred 1740, and not provided for by 
Parliament, 

That 53,995 J. 13 5. 4 4. be granted for maintaining a Re- 
giment of Font raiſed in America, conſiſting of 36 Compa- 


nies for 1741, 1 | 
That . 1 
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Anno 14, Geo» That 11,6117. 13s. 44. be granted for the Charge of 
II 1749 ſeveral Officers appointed to go with the Forces on bozrg Grant, 
tue Fleet under Lord Cathcart. ne SUP 
b That 1277 J. 105. be granted for the Charge of the g ug MW jill ace 
Officers appointed to attended the Hoſpital eſtabliſhed for ie g, fo 
Expedition under Lord Cathcart. (all be 
That 29, 300 J. 75. 64. be granted on Account, for g. 

duced Officers of the Land Forces and Marines for 174, 
That 4126/. be granted for paying of Penſions to the 
Widows of Reduced Officers of the Land Forces and Mi. 

rines. 

That 6249 J 16s. 4 4. three Farthings, be granted t 
make good the Loſs ſuſtained by ſeveral Merchants, ard h 
the Officers of the Six new raiſed Independant Companies ef 
Foot in Jamaica, by the Failure of Mr, Henry Popple, his 


Majeſty's Agent to the ſaid Companies. Purpo! 
That 1816/7. 17. 4d. three Farthings, be granted 9 The 
Richard Fitz-william Eſq; Captain of an Independant Con. Th 

pany of Foot in New Providence, to make good the Loss he Fand 
iuſtained by the Failure of Mr. Popple. Th 

That 650 J. be granted to make good a Loſs ſuſtained by Bill. 
the Recerver General of Scotland, by the Failure of hlt. Th 
Popple “. | grant 
5 That 20 ooo 7. be granted for re-eſtabliſhing the Sufferers Fund 

by Fireat Charles-Town in South-Carolina. Exch 
The 15th. In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for Con- Tt 
viction of Perſons returning from Tranſportation, with ſe— and x 

veral Amendments f. 1. 
Ia a Committee, went thro' the Bill for Conviction cf ef th 
Perſons returning from Tranſportation, with ſeveral Amend- dupF 
Votes on Wente T7: men: 
Wave and The 16th. - Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolu- 3+ 
Means. tion, in a Committee on Ways and Means, viz, Reſolved, Ruf 

That the Sum of one Million be granted to his Majeſty, 3 

out of the Sur pluſſes and Exceſſes of the Sinking Fund. and 
That towards raiſing the Supply, there be iſſued and ap- 4 
Plied the Sum of 11,4347. 45s. now remaining in the Ex- ran 
chequer, reſerved to be diſpoſed of by Parliament. 5 
| That the Sum of 39,5887, 10s. 104. three Farthings, Ent 
| now remaining in the Exchequer, being the Overplus of the ( 
LT Grants on 
8 MEALS 2 anc 
| 5. ter 


* This Reſolution was agreed to, on a Diviſion, Hes 92, 
Noes 65. ; 

+ 4 Clauſe was added for puniſhing Perſons, aubo ſpall (ar 
bring any Inſtrument or Arms into à Priſon, in order to facil- 
tate the Eſcape of Priſoners confined therein, 
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ne Supply granted in this Seſſion of Parliament. Ordered in a 
di accordingly. Ordered, That a Clauſe be inſerted in the 
Fil, for allowing a Drawback of all Duties on ſuch Coals, as 
dall be uſed in the working Fire-Engines for draining Tin 
1nd Copper Mines in Cornwall. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for Conviction of Perſons 
turning from Tranſportation, Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

The 17th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for 
Conviction of Offenders tranſported, unlawfully returning to 
Great Britain, or Ireland, &c. Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill for granting to His Majeſty, a 
certain Sum out of the Sinking-Fund, and applying other 
Gums towards the Supply of the Year 1741 ; and for other 
Purpoſes therein mentioned, 

The 18th. Read a ſecond Time, the Sinking-Fund Bill. 

The 2oth. In a grand Committee, went thro' the Sinking- 
fand Bill, with ſeveral Amendments. 

The 21ſt, Agreed to the Report of the Sinking Fund 
Bill, Orderetit to be ingroſſed. 

The 22d. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for 
granting to his Majeſty, one Million out of the Sinkiog- 


and gave the Royal Aſſent to, 

1. An AR for granting to his Majeſty a certain Sum out 
ef the Sinking Fund, and applying other Sums towards the 
Supply of the Year 1741, and tor the other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned. | "Es 

3. An Act for opening a Trade to andfrom Perſia thro? 
Ruſſia, 

3. An Act for the Encouragement and Increaſe of Seamen, 
and for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Majeſty's Fleet. 

4. An Act for reſtraining and preventing ſeveral unwar- 
rantable Schemes and Undertakings in America. 

5. An AR for the Preſervation of the public Roads in 
England, 

6. An AR for ſurveying the chief Ports and Headlands 
on the Coaſt of Great Britain and Ireland, and the Iſlands 
and Plantations thereto belonging, for the more exact De- 
termination of the Longitude and Latitude thereof. 


minſter Bridge, to raiſe a further Sum towards finiſhing the 
ſame, &c, | 


And to one other public, and two private Acts. 


Grants for 1740, be iſſued and applied towards making good Anno 14, Geo 


Fund, and 51,0224. 145. 10 d. three Farthings, out of the Ra ar; 
Exchequer, for 1741. Ordered it to the Lords. rd to — 
The 25th. His Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, ral Bills 


7. An AQ to enable the Commiſſioners for building Weſt- 


After 


II. 1740 


Anno 14, Geo. After which, his Majeſty put an End to the Seflion, y; 
IL 120. a molt gracious Speech from the Throne, as follows: 
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Portia 
which 


5 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« The Zeal and Diſpatch, with which you have 'g TA 
thro' the public Buſineſs, during the Courſe of this Sen ck 
are undeniable Proofs of your ſteady Regard to the Welf,, Wil > 5 
of your Country, and conſequently the moſt acceptable Ie. m 
timonies of your Duty and Affection to me. The powerſal gun! 
Aſſiſtance, which you have given me for carrying on the 77 g 
Juſt and neceſſary War, in which I am engaged, is the he ou 
Means of reducing our Enemies to Reaſon; and the Vigor Dy; 
and Earneſtneſs, which you have ſo ſeaſonably ſhewn for hei of 
Defence of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the Maintenance of the 290 
Ballance and Liberties of Europe, muſt give the greateſt g. EN 
couragement to our Friends. Theſe are the Methods to f:. — i 
cure to this Nation that Weight and Influence abroad, which — 
its natural Strength and Situation entitle it to.“ wy 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« It is with particular Satisfaction, I acknowledge your 
Readineſs and Application, in raiſing the Supplies for the Ser. 
vice of the current Year ; which you have done with ſo jut 
a Regard to the preſent Exigencies of the Public, as ſhes; 
you to be the true Repreſentatives of my faithful Commons," 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J cannot part with this Parliament, without publicly 
returning you my Thanks, for the many eminent Inſtances 
which you have given me, of your Fidelity and Affection 


find 1 
ſuing 
belt 

yine 
petus 


to my Perſon and Government; your fixed Reſolution to To 
maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion in my Family; and your " 
unſhaken Adherence to the true Intereſt of your Country, paid 
You have, with the moſt becoming Spirit and Firmneſ, en- 

erted youſelves in vindicating and defending the Honour of WW The 
my Crown, and the undoubted Rights of Navigation and © 
Commerce belonging to my Subjects; and enabled me to * 
revenge theſe Wrongs and Inſults, which, contrary to the bs 
Faith of Treaties, had been committed againſt both. In ſo Pai 


critical a Conjuncture, you have ſupported the national Cre- 
dit, and ſtrengthened the Hands of my Government, to 2 Wl 71; 


Degree exceeding the Expectations of thoſe, who wiſhed F 
well to us ; and to the manifeſt Diſappointment of ſuch, as * 
envied our Proſperity. At the ſame Time, you have de- . 


monſtrated to all the World, that Great Britain is in a dai 

Condition, not only to defend herſelf, but alſo to afford a 

due Suppart to her Allies, and the common Cauſe of Europe. Th 

As fuch a Conduct mutt give a laſting Reputation to this ; 
| Parliamen!, 


2 
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parliament, ſo it will be the Subject of Emulation to thoſe anno 4, Geo 
which ſhall come after it, 5 | IL. 1740. 

« [ will immediately give the neceſſary Orders for calling 
2 new Parliament. There is not any thing I ſet ſo high 
2 Value upon, as the Love and Affection of my People; in 
which I have ſo entire a Confidence, that it 1s with great 
Gitisfaftion, I fee this Opportunity put into their Hands, of | 
giving me treſ Proofs of it, in the Choice of their Repre- . 
ſentatives. 5 f | 1 

« On the preſent Eſtabliſhment depends the Continuance 
of our excellent Conſtitution in Church and State; and in 
this Conſtitution conſiſts the Security of the preſent Eftabiiſh- 
ment: Nothing can hurt the one, that will not, in pro- 

rtion, undermine and weaken the other. For my Part, L 
the uniform Preſervation of both, and the Maintenance of the | 
religious and civil Rights of all my Subjects, have been, and 9 
erer ſhall be, my conſtant Care. Thoſe who diſtinguiſh | 
themſelves by perſevering in theſe Principles, ſhall always 
ind my Countenance and Favour ; and, by invariably pur- 
ſuing thete wiſe and honeit Meaſures, we may entertain the 
beſt grounded Hopes, that, under the Protection of the Di- 
vine Providence, the Happineſs of Great Britain will be per- 
petuated to Polterity,” | 


A State of the National Debt. 


* 


LI 


The Amount of the National Debt on?  _- 
December 31, 1737, Was © 47,185,869 —— 
Increaſed between Decem. 3t, 1737, | 
and December 21, 1738. 6 8 
paid off within the ſaid Time 1,171,040 o o 


6 — 
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The Amount of the National Debt | 
on December 31, 1738, was C 46,314,829 EY 

Increafed between Decem. 31, 1739, h 
and December 31, 1739, Nil. 

Paid off within the ſaid Time 184.883 68 a4) 


The Amount of the National Debt | 
on December 31, 1739, was $46,129,946 33 | 
increaſed between Decem. 31, 1739, / 9 
and December 31, 1740, Nil. | | 
Paid off within the ſaid Time 186,000 o © 
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The Amount of the National Debt 
of the National De © 45.943-946 3 5 


on December 31, 1740, was 
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PARTICULARS omitted in the Li 
Seſſion, which did not occur in 


Order of Time. 


The DEBATE on the Corn-Bill, which was Braig 
in November 20, and paſſed December 24. 


Mr. Pulteney. 


S I R, 


Mr. Pulteney. FTE R all the Attention which has been beſtowel 
upon the Bill now before us, I cannot yet conceive i 
ſuch as can benefit the Nation, or ſuch as will not produce 
far greater Inconveniencies than thoſe which it is intendel 
to 13 and therefore as thoſe Inconveniences may be 
revented by other Means, I cannot but declare that I an 
ar from approving it. | 
Our Anceſtors, Sir, have always thought it the great 
Buſineſs of this Houſe to watch agaiifſt the Encroachments 
of the Prerogative, and to prevent any Increaſe of the 
Power of the Miniſter, and the Members have always been 
confidered as more faithful to their Truſt, and more properly 
the Repreſentatives of the People, in Proportion as they 
have conſidered this great End with more Attention, and 
proſecuted it with more invariable Reſolution. If we en- 
quire into the different Degrees of Reputation, which the 
ſeveral Aſſemblies of Members have obtained, and conſider 
why ſome are remembered with Reverence and Gratitude, 
and others never mentioned but with Deteſtation and Con- 
tempt, we ſhall always find that their Conduct, with regard 
to this ſingle Point, has produced their Renown or their In- 
famy. Thoſe are always by the general Suffrage of Man- 
kind applauded as the Patrons of their Country, who have 
itruggled with the Influence of the Crown, and thoſe con- 
demned as Traytors, who have either promoted it by unrea- 
ſonable Grants, or ſeen it increaſe by ſlow Degrees without 
Reliſtance, 8 
« 
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It has not indeed, Sir, been always the Practice of Mis 
qiſters to make open Demands of larger Powers, and avow, 
without Diſguiſe, their Deſigns of extending their Autho- 
ity ; ſuch Propoſals would, in former Times, have produced 
no Confequences but that of awakening the Vigilance of 
Parliament, of raiſing Suſpicions againft all their Proceed- 
ings, and of embarraſſing the Crown, with Petitions, Ad- 
drefles, and Impeachments, | 

They were under a Neceſſity in thoſe Times of pro. 
moting their Schemes, thoſe Schemes which ſcarcely any 
Miniſter has forborn to adopt, by more ſecret, artful, and 
flent Methods; by Methods of diverting the Attention of the 
Public to other Objects, and of making inviſible Approaches 
to the Point in View, while they ſeemed to direct all their 
Endeavours to different Purpoſes. | 

« Bat ſuch, Sir, have been the Proofs of implicite Confi- 
dence, which the Adminiftration has received from this 
Houſe, that it is now common to demand unlimitted Powers, 
and to expect Confidence without Reſtriction; to require an 
immediate Poſſeſſion of our Eſtates by a Vote of Credit, or 
the ſole Direction of our Trade by an Act for prohibiting, 
during their Pleaſure, the Exportation of the Produce of our 
Lands. 

Upon what Inſtances of uncommon Merit, of Regard 
to the public Proſperity, unknown in former Times, or of 
Diſcernment ſuperior to that of their moſt celebrated Prede- 
ceſſors, the preient Miniſters found their new Claims to Sub- 
miſſion and to Truit, I am indeed at a loſs to diſcover ; for, 
however Mankind may have determined concerning the Inte- 
grity of thoſe by whom the late memorable Convention was 
tranſacted, defended, and confirmed, I know not that their 
Wiſdom has yet appeared by any inconteſtable or manifeſt 
Evidence, Which may ſet their Abilities above Queſtion, and 
ix their Reputation for Policy out of the Reach of Cenſure 
and Enquiries. | 

The only Act, Sir, by which it can be diſcovered that 
they have any Degree of Penetration proportionable to their 
Employ ments, is the Embargo lately laid upon Proviſions in 
Ireland, by which our Enemies have been timely hindered 
from furniſhing themſelves from our Dominions with Neceſ- 
{aries for their Armies and their Navies, and our Fellow- 
Subjects have been reſtrained from expoſing themſelves to 
the Miſeries of Famine, by yielding to the Temptation of 
preſent Profit; a Temptation generally ſo powerful as to pre, 
vail over any diſtant Intereſt, 

But, as nothing is more contrary to my natural Diſpoſi- 
tion, or more unworthy of a Member of this Houſe than 
XxX 2 Flattery 


( 340 ) 
Flattery, I cannot affirm that I aſcribe this uſeful Exyeciy, 
wholly to the Sagacity or the Caution of the Miniſtry, 50 
can J attribute all the happy Effects produced by it to thei 
benign Solicitude for the public Welfare. 24! 
I am inclined to believe that this Step was adviſed hy 

thoſe who were prompted to conſider its Importance by Md. 
tives more prevalent than that of public Spirit; and that the 
Defire of Profit, which has ſo often dictated pernicious Me. 
ſures, has for once produced, in return, an Expedient juſſ ard 
beneficial ; and it has for once, luckily fallen out, that fone 
of the Friends of the Adminiſtration have diſcovered thi; 
the public Intereſt was combined with their own. 

It is highly probable, Sir, that the Contractors for ſop. 
plying the Navy with Proviſions, conſidering with that 4. 
cuteneſs which a quick Senſe of Loſs and Gain always pro. 
duces, how much the Price of Victuals would be raised by 
Exportation, and by Conſequence how much of the Adyzn. 
tage of their Contracts would be diminiſhed, ſuggeſted 9 
the Miniſtry the Neceſſity of an Embargo, and laid before 
them thoſe Arguments which their own Obſervation ar 
Wiſdom would never have diſcovered. | 

Thus, Sir, the Minifters in that Inſtance of their Con. 
duct, on which their political Reputation mult be founded, 
can claim perhaps no higher Merit, than that of attendiry 
to ſuperior Knowledge of complying with good Advice 
when it was offered, and of not reſiſting Demonſtration when 
it was laid before them. . | 

But as I would never aſcribe to one Man the Merit oi 
another, I ſhould be equally unwilling to detract from cue 
Commendations, and ſhall therefore freely admit, that not i 
reject good Council is a Degree of Wiſdom, at which | 
could not expect that they by whom the Convention wa. 
concluded would ever have arrived. 

But whatever Profixiency they may have made in th: 
Art of Government ſince that celebrated Period, however 
they may have increaſed their Maxims of domeſtic Policy, 
or improved their Knowledge of foreign Aﬀairs, I canno! 
but confeſs myſelf itill inclined to ſome Degree of Sulpi 
cion, nor can prevail upon myſelf to ſhut my Eyes and deli- 
ver up the Public and myſelf implicitly to their Direction. 

Their Sagacity, Sir, may perhaps of late have received 
tome Improvements from longer Experience; and with re. 
Sard to their Integrity, I believe ar leaſt that it is not much 
daminiſhed ; and yet | cannot forbear aſſerting the Right oi 
judging for myſelf, and of determining according to the 
Fvidence that ſhall be brought before me. 0 


- 
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ity; I have hitberto entertained an Opinion that for this 
nor N rpoſe onjy we are deputed by our Conſtituents, who, if 
cir Ney had repoſed no Confidence in our Care and Abilities, 
ould have given up long ſince the vexatious Right of con- 
eling for the Choice of Repreſentatives. They would 
dave ſurniſned the Miniſtry with general Powers to act for 
nem, and fat at Eaſe with no other Regard to public Mea- 
zres than might incite them to animate with their Ap- 
plauſes the laudable Endeavours of their profound, their 
gent, and their magnanimous Governors. 
« As I do not therefore check any Suſpicions in my own 
Mind, I ſhall not eaſily be reſtrained from uttering them, 
becauſe 1 know not how I ſhall benefit my Country, or aſſiſt 
her Councils by filent Meditations. I cannot, Sir, but ob- 
frye that the Powers conferred by this Bill upon the Admi- 
ilration are larger than the Nation can ſafely repoſe in any 
body of Men, and with which no Man, who conſiders to 
what Purpoſes they may be employed, will think it conveni- 
ent to inveſt the Negotiators of the Convention. 

Nor do my Objections to this Act ariſe wholly from my 
Apprehenſions of their Conduct, who are intruſted with the 
Lxecution of it, but from my Reflections on the Nature of 
Trade, and the Conduct of thoſe Nations who are molt cele. 
brated for commercial Wiſdom. | 

It is well known, Sir, how difficult it is to turn Trade 
tack into its ancient Channel, when it has by any means 
been diverted from it, and how often a profitable Traffic has 
been loſt for ever, by a ſhort Interruption, or temporary Pro- 
hibition. * The Reſentment or dilappointed ExpeCtations, 
inclines the Buyer to ſeek another Market, and the Civility 
to which, his new Correſpondents are incited by their own 
Intereſt, detains him, till thoſe by whom he was formerly 
ſupplied, having no longer any Vent for their Products or 
their Wares, employ their Labours on other Manufactures, 
or cultivate their Lands for other Purpoſes. | 

Thus, Sir, if thoſe Nations who have hitherto been ſupplyed 
with Corn from Great Britain, ſhould find a Method of pur- 
chaſing it from Denmark, or any other of the Northern 
Regions, we may hereafter ſee our Grain rotting in our 
Storehouſes, and be burthened with Proviſions which we can 
neither conſume ourſelves, nor ſell to our Neighbours. 

The Dutch, whoſe Knowledge of the Importance or Skill 
in the Arts of Commerce will not be queſtioned, are ſo care- 
ful to preſerve the Inlets of Gain from Obſtruction, that they 
make no ſcruple of ſupplying their Enemies with their Com- 
modities, and have been known to ſell at Night thoſe Bul- 
lets which were next Day to be diſcharged againſt them, 
FS,” 48 Whether 
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Whether their Example, Sir, deſerves our Imitaticy 3 
am not able to determine, but it ought at leaſt to be conſider lions 
whether their Conduct was rational or not, and whether tha 
did not, by a preſent Evil, enſurs an Advantage which on 
balanced it. | 

There are doubtleſs, Sir, ſometimes ſuch Exigencie u ac) 
require to be complied with at the hazard of future Profit by 
I am not certain that the Scarcity which is feared or 2 At 

reſent, is to be numbered amongſt them; but however fr. 
midable it may be thought, there is ſurely no need of a ny 
Law to provide againſt it: For it is one of thoſe extra, 
nary Incidents, on which the King has the Right of e. 
erting extraordinary Powers. On Occaſions like this the 
Prerogative has heretofore operated very effectually, ard | 
know not that the Law has ever reſtrained it. 

It is therefore, Sir, in my Opinion, moſt prudent to de. 
termine nothing in ſo dubious a Queſtion, and rather to act z; 
the immediate Occafion ſhall require, than proſecute any cer. 
tain Method of proceeding, or eſtabliſh any Precedent by a 
AQ of the Senate. 

« To reſtrain that Commerce by which the Neceſſaries gf 
Life are diſtributed in a very bold Experiment, and ſuch a 
once produced an Inſurrection in Turkey, that terminated 


in the Depoſition of one of their Monarchs. 
I therefore willingly, confeſs, Sir, that I know not hoy 
to conclude : I am unwilling to deprive the Nation of Bread, 8 
or to ſupply our Enemies with Strength to be exerted again; be n 
ourſelves ; but I am on the other hand afraid to reſtrain cipit 
Commerce, and to truſt the Authors of the Convention, : 
Mr. Henry Pelham, — 
S I Ry fore 
I am always in expectation of Improvement and Infruc. enix 
tion when that Gentleman engages in any Diſcuſſion of ts. tho! 
tional Queſtions, on which he is equally qualified to judge by 
his great Abilities and long Experience, by that Popularity ap] 
which enables him to ſound the Sentiments of Men of if ſor 
ferent Intereſts, and that Intelligence which extends his of 
Views to diſtant Parts of the World; but on this Occaſion I Lay 
have found. my Expectations fruſtrated, for he has enquired m2 


without making any Diſcovery, and harangued withoui 
illuſtrating the Queſtion before us. | 


He has ſatisfied himſelf, Sir, with declaring his Suſpic'- De 
ons, without condeſcending to tell us what Deſigns or What the 
Dangers he apprehends. To fear without being able to ſhew an 
the Object of our Terrors, is the laſt, the moſt deſpicable ng 
Degree of Cowardice ; and to ſuſpect without knowing the De 
Foundation of our own Suſpicions is ſurely a Proofof a State 


of 
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Mind, which would not be applauded on common Oc- 
aGons, and ſuch as no Man but a Patriot would venture to 
els. 
£ He has indeed, Sir, utter'd ſome very ingenious Conceits 
non the late Convention, has alluded to it with great Luxu- 
raocy of Fancy, and Elegance of Diction; and I muſt at leaſt 
confeſs that, whatever may be its Effects upon the Intereſt of 
te Nation; it has to him been very beneficial ; as it has ſup-/ 
plied him with a Subject of Raillery when other Topics be- 
gan to fail him, and given Opportunity for the Exerciſe of 
at Wit which began to languiſh for want of Employment. 

What Connection his wonderful Sagacity has diſcovered 
between the Convention and a Corn bill, I cannot yet fully 
comprehend, but have too high an Opinion of his Abilities 
w imagine that ſo many Inſinuations are wholly without any 
Reaſon to ſupport them. I doubt not therefore, Sir, but 
that when ſome fitter Opportunity ſhall preſent itſelf he will 
clear their Reſemblance, and branch out the Parallel between 
them into a thouſand Particulars, 

In the mean Time, Sir, it may be proper ſor the Houſe 
o expedite the Bill againſt which no Argument has yet been 
produced, and which is of too much Importance to be delay - 
ed by Raillery or Invectives. 


Mr. Sandys. . 
818. 


de negligently delayed, is likewiſe too dangerous to be pre- 
cipitately hurried into a Law. | ; 

© It has been always the Practice of this Houſe to conſider 
Money-Bills with particular Attention, becauſe Money is 
Power in almoſt the higheſt Degree, and ought not there- 
fore to be given but upon ſtrong Aſſurances, that it will be 
employed tor the Purpoſes for which it is demanded, and that 
thoſe Pur poſes are in themſelves juſt, 

But if we conſider, Sir, the Bill now before us, it will 
appear yet more than a Money Bill; it will be found a Bill 
lor regulating the Diſpoſal of that, which it is the great Uſe 
of Money to procure, and is therefore not to be paſſed into a 
Law without a cloſe Attention to every Circumſtance that 
may be combined with ir, and an accurate Examination of 
all the Conſequences that may be produced by it. 

Some of theſe Circumſtances or Conſequences, it is the 
Duty of every Member to lay before the Houſe ; and I ſhall 
therefore propoſe, that the Inducements to the Diſcovery of 
any Proviſions illegally exported, and the Manner of levy- 
ing the Forfeiture, may be particularly diſcuſſed ; for by a 


DeteR in this Part, the Regulation lately eitabliſhed by che 
Regency, 


The Bill before us as it is of too much Importance, to Mr. Sandy“. 


Mr, Earl. 


to ſearch Houſes and Carriages by an imaginary Law. 
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Regency, however ſeaſonable, produced Tamults and U 
tractions which every good Government ought ſtudiouſy 
obviate, 

© By their Proclamation, Sir, half the Corn that gy 
be found defigned for Exportation was to be given to thy 
who ſhould diſcover and ſeize it. The Populace alarmed ; 
once with the Danger of a Famine, and animated by a pr 
clamation that put into their own Hands the Means of yr 
venting it, and the Puniſhment of thoſe from whoſe Ayaricy 
they apprekended it, roſe in Throngs to execute fo gratef 
a Law, Every Man, Sir, whoſe Diſtreſs had exaſperas 
him, was incited to gratiſy his Refentment ; every Man whoſe 
Idleneſs prompted him to maintain his Family by Meth 
more eaſy than that of daily Labour, was delighted with the 
Proſpect of growing Rich on a ſudden by a lucky Seizure, 
All the Seditious and the Profligate combined together in 
the welcome Employment of Violence and Rapine, ad 
when they had once raiſed their Expectations, there was no 
{mall Danger, leſt their Impatience of Diſappointment ſhould 
determine them to conclude, that Corn, wherever found, 
3 defigned for Exportation, and to ſeize it as a lawſ 

rize, 

Thus, Sir, by an imprudent Regulation, was every Man“ 
Property brought into Hazard, and his Perſon expoſed to 
the Inſults of a hungry, a rapacious, and ungovernble 
Rabble, let looſe by a public Proclamation, and encouraged 


That we may not give Occaſion to Violence and Injuſice 
of the ſame kind, let us carefully conſider the Meaſures which 
are propoſed before we determine upon their Propriety, and 


Paſs no Bill on this important Occaſion without ſuch Delibe- ga 
ration as may leave us nothing to change or to repent.' ne 
Mr. Earl. b. 
81 R, he 
Notwithſtanding the Dangers which have been repre- th 
ſented as likely to ariſe from any Error in the Proſecution in 


of this great Affair, I cannot but declare my Opinion, that 
no Delay ought to be admitted, and that not even the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of more exact Enquiries, and minute Con- 
derations, ought to retard our Proceedings for a Day. 
My Imagination, Sir, is perhaps not ſo fruitful as that 
of ſome other Members of this Houſe, and therefore they 
may diſcover many Inconveniencies, which I am not able 
to conceive, But as every Man ought to act from his own 
Conviction, it is my Duty to urge the Neceflity of paſſing 
this Bill till it can be proved to me, that it will produce 
Calam 1165 
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Glamities equally to be dreaded with the Conſequences of 
protraRting our Debates upon it, equal to the Mileries 6f a - 
famine, or the Danger of enabling our Enemies to ſtore 
their Magazines, to equip their Fleets, and victual their 
Garriſons. | 

« If it could be imagined that there was in this Houſe a 
Gbje&t of France or Spain, zealous for the Service of his | 
Prince, and the Proſperity of his Country, I ſhould expect j 
that he would ſummon all his Faculties to retard the Pro- | 
oreſs of this Bill, that he would employ all his Sophiſtry ] 
to ſhew its Inconveniency and ImperfeQions, and exhauit 

tis Invention to ſuggeſt the Dangers of Haſte; and certainly 

he could do nothing that would more effectually promote 

the Interb of his Countrymey, or tend more to enteeble 

and depreſs the Power of the Britiſh Nation. ; ? 
« If this would naturally be the Conduct of an Enemy, it 

js unneceſſary to prove that we can only be ſafe by acting 

in Oppoſition to it, and | think it ſuperfluous to vindicate 

my Ardour tor promoting this Bill, when it is evident that 

xs Delay would be pleating to the Spaniard, 


Mr. * Burrel. 
fo _— 


Alf this Law be neceſſary at any Time, it cannot now Mr. Burtel. 1 
de delay'd, for a few Days ſpent in Deliberation may make 
it ineffectual, and that Evil may be pait of which we fit 
here contriving the Prevention. 
$ That many Contracts, Sir, for the Exportation of Pro- 
viſions are already made in all the Maritime Parts of the 
Kingdom, is generally known ; and it requires no great Sa- 
gacity to diſcover that thoſe by whom they are made, and 
made with a View of immenſe Profit. are defirous that chey 
may be executed ; and that they will ſoon compleat the 
Execution of them, when they are alarmed with the Appre- 
denſion of a Bill Which in a few Days may take from them 
the Power of exporting what they have already collected, and 
lnatch their Gain from them when it is almoſt in their Hands, 
A Bill for theſe Purpoſes, Sir, ought to fail upon the 
Contractors like a {ſudden Blow, of which they have no Warn- 
ing or Dread; againſt which they therefore cannot provide 
any Security, and which they can neither elude nor reſiſt. 
* If we allow them a ſhort Time, our Expedients will be 
of little Benefit to the Nation, which is every Day impo- 
veriſh'd by the Exportation of the Neceſſaries of Life; in 
ſuch Quantities, that in a few Weeks the Law, if it be paſ- 
Vol. VII. Y y ſed 
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ſed, may be without Penalties, for there will be no Pofit;, 
lity vf diſobeying it. 


Sir John Barnard. 


S1n, 


« I cannot diſcover the Neceſſity of prefing the Bill with 
ſuch Precipitation, as muſt neceffarily exclude many uſeful 
Conſiderations, and may produce Errors extremely dange. 
Tous ; for I am not able to conceive what Inconveniencie; 
can ariſe from a ſhort Delay. 

« The Exportatiou of Proviſions from Ireland is at preſent 
ſtopped by the Proclamation ; and the Beef which was de. 
ſigned for other Nations, has been prudently bought up by 
the Contractors, by which thoſe Murmurs have been in a 
great Meaſure obviated, which naturally ariſe from Diſap- 
pointments and Loſſes. 

« There is BGerefore, Sir, no Danger of Exportations 
from that Part of our Dominions, which is the chief Market 
for Proviſions, and from whence our Enemies have been 
generally ſupplied: In Great Britain there is leſs Danger 
of any ſuch pernicious Traffic, both becauſe the Scarcity 
here has raiſed all Proviſions to a high Price, and becaufs 
Merchants do not immediately come to a new Market. 

The Bill, at leaſt, ought not to be paſſed without Re. 
gard to the general Welfare of our Fellow. Subjects, nor 
without an attentive Conſideration of thoſe Petitions which 
have been prefented to us; Petitions not produced by 
panic Apprehenſions of imaginary Dangers, or diſtant Pro. 
ſpects of Inconveniencies barely poſhble, but by .the certain 
Foreſight of immediate Calamities, the total Deſtruction of 
Trade, and the ſudden Deſolation of flouriſhing Provinces. 

By prohibiting the Exportation of Rice, we ſhall, Sir, 
in one Year, reduce the Colony of South Carolina below the 
Poſſibility of ſubſiſting; the chief Product of that Country, 
the Product which induced us originally to plant it, and 
with which all its Trade is carried on; is Rice. With Rice 
the Inhabitants of that Province purchaſe all the other Ne- 
ceflaries of Life, and among them the Manufactures of our 
own Country. This Rice is carried by our Merchants to 
other Parts of Europe, and fold again for large Profit. 

« That this Trade is very important appears from the 
Number of Ships which it employs, and which, without 
Lading, muſt rot in the Harbours, if Rice be not excepted 
from the general Prohibition. Without this Exception, Sir, 
it is not eaſy to ſay what Numbers, whoſe Stations appear 
very different, and whoſe Employ ments have no viſible Re. 
lation to eack other, will be at once involved in Calamity, 


red uetd 
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bi. ;educed to ſudden Diſtreſs, and obliged to ſeek new Methods 
of ſupporting their Families. The Sailor, the Merchant, 
the Shipwright, the Manufacturer, with all the Subordina- 
tions of Employment that depend upon them, all that ſup- 

ly them with Materials, or receive Advantage from their 
Labours, almoſt all the Subjects of the Britiſh Crown muſt - 
ſuffer at leaſt in ſome Degree, by the Ruin of Carolina. 

« Nor ought the Danger of the Sugar Iſlands, and other 
Provinces, leſs to alarm our Apprehenſions, excite our Com- 

on, or employ our Conſideration, fince nothing is more 
evident than that, by paſſing this Bill without the Exceptions 
which their Petitions propole, we ſhall reduce one Part of 
our Colonies to the Want of Bread, and confine the other to 
live on nothing elſe ; for they ſubſiſt by the Exchange of 
thoſe Products to which the Soil of each Country is pecu- 
liarly adapted: One Province affords no Corn, and the other 
ſupplies its Inhabjtants with Corn only. 

« The Neceflity of expediting this Bill, however it has 
been exaggerated, is not ſo urgent but that we may be al- 
lowed Time ſufficient to conſider for what Purpoſe it is to 
be paſſed, and to recollect that nothing is deſigned by it, but 
to hinder our Enemies from being ſupplied from the Britiſh 
Dominions with Proviſions, by which they might be enabled 
more powerfully to carry on the War againſt us. 

To this Deſign no Objection has been made, but it js 
well known, that a good End may be defeated by an abſurd 
Choice of Means ; and I am not able to diſcover how we 
ſhall increaſe our own Strength, or diminiſh that of our 
Enemies, by compelling one Part of our Fellow-Subjects to 
ſtarve the other. 

© It is neceſſary, Sir, to prohibit the Exportation of Corn 
tothe Ports of our Enemies, and of thoſe Nations by which 
our Enemies will be ſupplied, but ſurely it is of no Uſe to ex- 
clude any Part ofour own Dominions from the Privilege of 
being ſupplied from another. Nor can any Argument be 
alleged in Defence of ſuch a Law, that will not prove, with 
equal Force, that Corn ought to remain in the ſame Granaries l 
where it is now laid, that all the Markets in this Kingdom | ' 
ſhould be ſuſpended, and that no Man ſhould be allowed to 1 
fell Bread to another. 6 

There is, indeed, Sir, a Poſſibility that the Liberty for kl 
which I contend may be uſed to wicked Purpoſes, and that 
ſome Men may be incited by Poverty or Avarice to carry the 
Enemy thoſe Proviſions, which they pretend to export to 
Britiſh Provinces, But if we are to refuſe every Power that Fl 
may be employed to bad Purpoſes, we muſt lay all Mankind | 
in Nungeons, and diveſt human Nature of all its Rights; for 


Yy3 every 


Ir. Bowles Hibition is not only ſufficiertly evinced by the A gents of 


load our Fellow-Subj<&s with Embarraſments and Inconve- 


mies. 
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every Man that has the Power of Action, may ſometins, 
act ill. | 

It is, however, prudent to obſtruct criminal Attemps 
even when we cannot hope entirely to defeat them, ard the Rice 
therefore I am of Opinion, that no Proviſions OUS ht to be | 
ex ported without ſome Method of Security, by which the 


Jt app 
our Com 


Governors of every Place may be aſſured that they will be necefſar 
conveyed to our own Colonies, Such Securities will eafily be from W 
contrived. and may be regulated in a Manner that they ſtay that T 
not be defeated without ſuch Hazard, as the Profit that can be therefo 
exp<Ated from illegal Commerce, will not be able to com- 

nate. urgent 


It is therefore, Sir, proper to delay the Bi! ſo long at leaf 
a: th t we may produce by it the Ends intended, and diltreſ; 
our Enemies more than ourſei'ves ; that we may ſecure Plent 
at Home, without. the Deſtruct ion of our diſtant Colonies, 
and without ob'iging Part of our Fellow- Subjects to deſert to 
the Spaniards for Want of Bread,” 


Mr. Bowles, | 
81 R a 
The Neceſſity of excepting Rice from the general Pro 


South Carolina, but confirmed beyond Controverſy or Doubt 
by the Petition of the Merchants of Briſtol, of which the 
Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs appears at the firſt View to ever) 


Man acquainted with the Nature of Commerce. 
How much the Province of South Carolina will be dil. 8 
treſſed by this Prohibition, how ſuddenly the whole Trade c& 
that Country will be at a Stand, and how immediately the 
Want of many of the Neceffaries of Life will be felt over! | 
very conſiderable Part of the Britiſh Dominions, has already, al 
Sir, been very pathetically repreſented, and very clearly ex on 
Plained, nor does there need any other Arguments to per- by 
ſuade us to allow the Exportation of Rice. = 
But, from the Petition of the Merchants of Briſtol it ap- 0 
pears, that there are other Reaſons of equal Force for this In- ol 
dulgence, and that our Regard for the Inhabitants of that pat 
ticular Province, however neceſfary and juſt, is not the on!) 4 
Motive for complying with their Requeſt. | b 
lt is ſhewn, Sir, in this Petition, that the Prohibition of ] 
Rice will very little incommode our Enemies, or retard their i 
Preparations; for they are not accuſtomed to be ſupplied e 
with it from our Plantations. We ought, therefore, not to 


niencies, Which will not in any Degree extend to our Ene 


To 


ſt appears, Sir, not only that a very important Part of 1 
dur Commerce will be obſtructed, but that it will probably il 3 
he loſt beyond Recovery; for, as only a ſmall Quantity of 1 1 
the Rice of Carolina is conſumed at Home, and the reit is 5 
carried to other Countries, it is eaſy to conceive that thoſe 5 
who ſhall be diſappointed by our Merchants will procure ſo =. 
recefſary a Commodity from other Places, as there are many 
from which it may be eaſily purchaſed; and it is well known | 
that Trade, if it be once diverted, is not to be recalled, and 1 
therefore that Trade which may be without Difficulty tranſ- | 1 . 
ferred, ought never to be interrupted without the molt v4 
urgent Neceſſity. | | 4 
« To prove, Sir, that there is now no ſuch Neceſſity, by | 
2 long Train ot Arguments, would be ſuperfluous, for it has 10 
been ſhewn already, that our Enemies will not ſuffer by the. "88 
Prokibition, and the Mileries that inevitably ariſe from a f 
State of War are too numerous and oppreſſive, to admit of 20 
y Increaſe or Aggravation upon trivial Motives. | h N 
The Province of Carolina, Sir, has already ſuffered the | my 
lnconveniencies of this War beyond any other Part of his "8 
Majeſty's Dominions, as it is fituated upon the Borders of 1 
the Spaniſh Dominions, and as it is weak by the Paucity of 1 
the Inhabitants in Proportion to its Extent: Let us therefore "ot ; 
pay a particular regird to this Petition, leſt we aggravate the 145.49 
Terfor which the Neighbourhogd of a powerful Enemy , 
ra:urally produces, by the ſevere Miſeries of Poverty and 
Famine, | 


Sir Robert Walpole. Wa 
8 1a, WA | 
Nothing is more abſurd than for thoſe who declare on gir Robert Me [ 


all Occaſions, with great Solemnity, their ſincere Zeal for the Walpole. 
Service of the Public, to protract the Debates of this Houſe 


| Wks 
* 
ö 


by perſonal Invectives, and delay the Proſecution of the Buſi- 1 
nels of the Nation, by trivial ObjeQions, repeated after wa 
en and perhaps after Conviction of their Invali- WW. 
W. 0 9 1 
need not obſerve how much Time would be ſpared, 1 
ind how much the Diſpatch of Affairs would be facilitated, . 
by the Suppreſſion of this Practice, a Practice by which Ws 
Truth is levelled with Falſhood, and Knowledge with Ig- Ws 
norance ; ſince, if Scurrility and Merriment are to determine "2k 
us, it is not neceſſary either to be honeſt or wiſe to obtain j 0 
the Superiority in any Debate; it will only be _— to 9 : 
rail and to laugh, which one Man may generally perform 4 j 
with as much Succeſs as another. a 1 
i | The 7 10 
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The Embargo in Ireland was an Expedient ſo neceg,, 
and timely, that the Reputation of it is thought tog he 
to be allowed to the Adminiſtration, of whom it has * 
for many Years the hard Fate to hear their, Actions cg. 
ſured, only becauſe they were not the Actions of other, nd 
to be repreſented as Traytors to their Country, for doing 1 
ways what they thought beſt themſelves, and perhaps (one. 
—— what was in reality approved by thoſe who oppoſe 
them, 

This, Sir, they have borne without much Uneaſineſ:, ad 
have contented themſeves with the Conſciouſneſs of don 
right, in ExpeRtation that Truth and Integrity muſt at Af 

revail, and that the Prudence of their Conduct and Sucre 
of their Mealures would at laſt evince the Jullice of tei 
Intentions. 

+ They hoped, Sir, that there would be ſome Occaſions on 
Which their Enemies would not deny the Expedience of their 
Counſels, and did not expect that after having been ſo long 
accuſed of engrofſing exorbitant Power, of rejecting Advice, 
and purſuing their own Schemes with the moſt invincible 
Obſtinacy, they ſhould be ſuppoſed on a ſudden to have hid 
aſide their Arrogance, to have deſcended to adopt the Opini- 
ons, and give themſelves up to the Direction of others, only 
becauſe no Objection could be madę to this Inſtance of their 
ConduR, 


rocee 

1 How unhappy, Sir, muſt be the State of that Man who £ l 

is only allowed to be a free Agent, when he acts wrong, and de co 
whaſe Motions, whenever they tend to the proper Point, ae ill co 
ſuppoſed ta be regulated by another nies, 
Whether ſuch capricious Cenſurers expect that any Re- whic 
gard ſhoyld be paid by the Public to their Invectives, I am not 1s no 
able ta determine, but I] am inclined to think ſo well of their pate] 
Underſtandings, as to believe that they intend only to amuſe by p 
themſelves, and perplex thoſe whom they profeſs to oppole.” dece 
In one Part of their Scheme I know not but they may have de e 
ſueceeded, but in the other it is evident how generally they defo 
have failed. It muſt at leaſt, Sir, be obſerved of theſe grea: Con 
Patrons of the People, that if they expect to gain them by 6 
Artifices like this, they have no high Opinion of their Di- Ju 
cernment, however they may ſometimes magnify it as the nf 
laſt Appeal, and bigheſt Tribunal. ng 
4 With regard, Sir, to the Manner in which the Embargo Kit 
Was laid, and the Expedients made uſe of to enforce the Ob- fra 
ſervation of it, they were not the Effects of a ſudden Reſo an 
lation, but of lang and deliberate Reflection, aſſiſted by the | 
Councils of the moſt experienced and judicious Perſons of At 
both Nations, ſo that if any Miſtake was committed, it pro. ge 


ceeded 
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ad not from Arrogance or Careleſsneſs, but a Compliatice 
-h Reaſons, that, if laid before the Houſe, would, whether 
or not, be allowed to be ſpecious. 
But, Sir, it has not appeared that any {mpropet Meaſures 
nne been purſued, or that any Inconveniencies have ariſen 


ent Conduct; for when any Expedient fails of producing 
je End for which it was propoſed, or gives Occafion to In- 
coveniences which were neither expected nor defigned, it is 


ach Obſtacles as nothing could ſurmount, and the Inconve- 
nencies which are complained of, might be the Conſequences 
of other Cauſes acting at the ſame time, or co-operating; 
at by the Nature of Things, but by the Practices of theſe 
who prefer the ir own Intereſt to that of their Country: 

gut tho'it is, in my Opinion, eaſy to defend the Conduct 
of the Miniſtry, I am far from thinking this a proper Time 
engage in their Vindication. The important Bufireſs 
tefore us muſt now wholly engage us, nor ought we to em- 
ploy our Attention upon the paſt but the future, Whatever 
has been th Ignorance or Knowledge, whatever the Cor- 
ruption or Integrity of the Miniſtry, this Bill is equally uſe: 
fl, equally neceſſary, The Queſtion is now concerning an 
Act of the Parliament, not of the Miniſtry, and the Bill may 
proceed without obſtructing future Examinations. 

« If the Bill, Sir, now before us be fo far approved as to 
be conceived of any real Benefit to the Nation, if it can at 
il contribute to the Diſtreſs or Diſappointment of our Ene- 
mies, or the Prevention of thoſe domeſtic Diſturbances 
which are naturally produced by Scarcity and Miſery; there 
z no need of Arguments to evince the Neceſſity of Undiſ- 
patch in paſſing it. For if theſe Effects are to be produced 
by preventing the Exportation of Proviſions, and a Law is 


neceſſary for that Purpoſe, it is certain that the Law muſt * 


de enacted, while our Proviftons are yet in our Hands, and 


before Time has been given for the Execution of thoſe 


Contracts which are already made. b 

That Contracts, Sir, are entered into for Quantities that 
by claim the Care of the Legiſlative Power, I have been 
informed by ſuch Intelligence as I cannot ſuſpect of deceiv- 
ng me. In one ſmall Town in the Weſtern Part of this 
Kingdom fifty thouſand Barrels of Corn are fold by Con- 


and for ſhipping them. 


Army with Bread, or to furniſh Garriſons againſt the Dan- 
ger of a Siege; a few Contracts like this wili produce a con- 


om them which it was poſſibſe to have avoided by a diffe- 


x immediately to be condemned; for it might fail from 


raft, and will be exported, if Time be allowed for collecting 
A few Contracts like this will be ſufficient to fore an 


fiderable. 
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fiderable Change in the Price of Proviſions, and plunge h. 1 
numerable Families into Diſtreſs, who might ſtruggle tho and u 
the preſent Difficulties, which unſucceſsful Harvelts have means 
brought upon the Nation, had we not ſold the Gifts of Pr. conve 
vidence for petty Gain, and ſupported our Enemies wit, our C 
thoſe Provifions which were barely ſufficient for our own (RI Form 
Conſumption. | | Fello' 
I have not heard many Objections made againſt the I. Uſe e 
tention of the Bill, and thoſe which were offered, were mer. Eſtab 
tioned with ſuch Diffidence and Uncertainty as plainly M 
ſhewed, that, even in the Opinion of him that propoſed then, 
they were of little Weight; and I believe they had no greater | 
Effect upon thoſe that heard them. It may therefore be re. 50 
ſonably ſuppoſed, that the Propriety of a Law to prevent the upon 
Exportation of Victuals is admitted, and ſurely it can be ng poſe: 
Queſtion, whether it ought to be preſſed forward, or to be who! 
delayed till it will be of no effect.“ the! 
Mr. Fazakerley. ener 
0 | fp 

8 Ry | mit 

Mr. Fazaker- As the Bill now under our Conſideration is. entangled yok 
_— _ with a Multitude of Circumſtances too important to be paſſed peo 
by without Conſideration, and too numerous to be ſpeediy 0 
examined; as its Effects, whether ſalutary or pernicious, is n 
muſt extend to many Nations, and be felt in a few Weeks are 
to the remoteſt Parts of the Dominions of Great Britain, [ For 
cannot but think, that they, who ſo much preſs for Expedi- mit 
tion on this Occaſion, conſult rather their Paſſions than their the 
Rea ſon, that they diſcover rather Enthuſiaſm than Zed, and tial 
that by imagining that they have already traced the Effect cre 


of a Law like this to their utmoit Extent, they diſcover n- 
ther an immoderate Confidence in their own Capacity, than 
give any Proofs of that anxious Caution, and deliberate Pru- 
dence, which true Patriotiſm generally produces. 

There is another Method, Sir, of proceeding more pro- 
per on this Occaſion, which has beer already pointed out in 
this Debate, a Method of exciting the Prerogative in a man- 
ner allowed by Law, and eſtabliſhed by immemorial Prece- 
dents, and which may therefore be revived without affording 

any room for Jealouſy or Complaints. 

| An Embargo impoſed only by the Prerogative may be 
relaxed or eoforced as Occaſion may require, or regulated 
according to the Neceſſity arifing from particular Circum- 
ſtances ; Circumſtances in themſelves variable, and ſubje& to 
the Influence of a thouſand Accidents, and which therefore 
cannot be always foreſeen, or provided againit by a Law 
poſitive and fixed. _ 


Let 
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Let us not ſubject the Common-wealth to a hazardous 
and uncertain Security, while we have in our Hands the 
means of producing the ſame End, with leſs Danger and In- 
conveniency; and, ſince we may obviate the Exportation of 
our Corn by Methods more ſpeedily efficacious than the 
Forms of making Laws can allow, let us not oppreſs our 
Fellow-Subje&s by haſty or imprudent Meaſures, but make 
Uſe of temporary Expedients, while we deliberate upon the 
Eſtabliſhments of a more laſting Regulation.“ 


Mr. Campbell, 
81 R, wy” 

© That an Embargo on Merchandize or Proviſions, may Mr. Campbell. WAY 
upon ſudden Emergencies, or important Occaſions, be im- 
poſed by the Prerogative, cannot be doubted by any Man 
whoſe Studies have made him acquainted with the Extent of Ws 
the Regal Power, and the manner in'which it has been ex- (481 
erted in all Ages. The chief Uſe of the Prerogative isto N. 
ſupply the Defects of the Laws, in Caſes which do not ad- * 9 
mit of long Conſultations, Which do not allow Time to con- 9 
voke Parliaments, or enquire into the Sentiments of the 12 
People. +1 

For this Reaſon, in Times of War, the Royal Power 
is much enlarged, and has till a greater Extent as Exigencies | 
are more preſſing. If the Nation is invaded by a foreign 3 
Force, the Authority of the Crown 1s almoſt without Li- Wi 
mits; the whole Nation is conſidered as an Army, of which' 9 
the King is General, and which he then governs by mar- 41 
tial Laws, by occaſional Judicature, and extemporary De- 
eres. 

Such, Sir, is the Power of the King on particular 
Emergencies, and ſuch Power the Nature of human Affairs 
muſt ſometimes require; for all Forms of Government are 
intended for common Good, and calculated for the eſtabliſhed 
Condition of Mankind, but muſt be ſuſpended when they 
can only obſtruct the Purpoſes for which they were contriv- 
ed, and muſt vary with the Circumſtances to which they 
were adapted. To expect that the People ſhall be conſulted 
in Queſtions on which their Happineſs depends, ſuppoſes 
there is an Opportunity of conſulting them without hazard- 
ing their Lives, their Freedom, or their Poſſeſſions, by the 
Forms of Deliberation. 

The Neceſſity of extending the Prerogative to the Ex- 
tremities of Power, is, I hope, at a very great Dillance 
from us; but, if the Danger of the Exportation of Victuals 
be ſo urgent as ſome Gentlemen have repreſented it, and ſo 
formidable as it appears to the whole Nation, it is ſurely 

Vol. VII. 2 2 requiſite 
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requiſite that the latent Powers of the Crown ſhould be cal. 
led forth for our Protection, that Plenty be ſecured within the 
Nation by barring up our Ports, and the People hindered 
from betraying themſelves to their Enemies, and ſquardeting 
thoſe Bleſſings which the Fertility of our Soil has beſtowed 
upon them. 
Sir Robert Walpole. 

81 , 

* It is ſo unuſual among the Gentlemen who have op. 
poſed my Opinion, to recommend an Exertion of the Regel 
Authority, or willingly to entruſt any Power to the Admini. 
ſtration, that, tho' they have on this Occaſion expreſſed their 
Sentiments without any Ambiguity of Language, or Pex. 
plexity of Ideas, I am in doubt whether I do not miſtake 
their Meaning, and cannot, without Heſitation and Uncer. 
tainty, propoſe the Motion to which all their Argument 
ſeem neceſſarily to conduct me; Arguments of which J & 


not deny the Force, and which I ſhall not attempt to invali. 


Mr, pulteney. 


date by ſlight Objections, when I am convinced in general of 
their Realonableneſs and Truth. 
The Neceſſity of that Diſpatch which I have endes. 
voured to recommend, is not only univerſally admitted, but 
affirmed to be ſo preſſing, that it cannot wait for the Solem. 
nity of Debates, or the common Forms of Fading Laws. 
The Danger, which is every Moment increaſing, requires, 
in the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, to be obviated by extra. 
ordinary Meaſures; and that pernicious Commerce, which 
threatens the Diſtreſs of the Community, is to be reſtrained 
by an immediate Act of the Prerogative. | 

If this be the Opinion of the Houſe, it will be neceſſary 
to lay it before his Majeſty by a regular Addreſs, that the 
Nation may be convinced of the Neceſſity of ſuch extraor- 
dinary Precaution, that the Embargo may be impoſed, at 
once, with the Expedition peculiar to deſpotic Power, and the 
Authority which can be conferred only by parliamentary 
Sanctions. f | 

Whether this is the Intention of the Members, from 
whoſe' Declarations I have deduced it, can only be diſcovered 
by themſelves, who, if they have any other Scheme in View, 
muſt explain it in clearer Terms, that the Houſe may deli- 
berate upon it, according to its Conformity to the Laws of 
our Country, and to the preſent State of our Affairs.“ 


Mr. Pulteney. \ 
SIX, 


Whatever may be the Meaning of other Gentlemen, 
who muſt undoubtedly be left at full Liberty to explain their 
9 own 
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own Expreſſions, I will freely declare, that I am ſufficiently 
underſtood by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and that, in 
my Opinion, no Remedy can be applied to the preſent Diſ- 


temper of the Nation, a Diſtemper by which it is hourly, 


pining away, by which its Vitals are impaired, and the ne. 
ceſſary Nouriſhment withdrawn from it, that will operate 
with ſufficient Efficacy and Speed, except an Embargo be im- 
poſed by the Prerogative, 

That this Opinion, if received by the Houſe, muſt be 
the Subject of an Addreſs, is in itſelf manifeſt ; and the 
Reaſon for which an Embargo is required, proves that an 
Addreſs ought not to be delayed. 

« | cannot omit this Opportunity of remarking, how 
plainly it muſt now appear that many of us have been un- 
jultly charged with obſtructing the Progreſs of the Bill for 
pernicious Purpoſes, with Views of raiſing Diſcontents in 
the Nation, of expoſing the Adminiſtration to public Ha- 
tred, of obſtructing the Meaſures of the Government, or 
hindering the Succeſs of the War, when we have receded 
from our general Principles, and ſuſpended the Influence of 
our eſtabliſhed Maxims for the ſake of facilitating an Expe- 
dient which may promote the general Advantage, by recom- 
mending his Majeſty to the Affections of his People.” 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 
SIR, 


I am far from blaming any Gentleman for aſſerting, on Mr. Henry 


I 


all Occaſions, the Integrity of his Deſigns, or diſplaying Felham. 


the Reaſonableneſs of his Conduct; and of what J do not 
diſapprove, I ſhall not decline the Imitation. 

It is not uncommon, in the Heat of Oppoſition, while 
each Man is convinced of his own Honelty, and ſtrongly 
perſuaded of the Truth of his own Poſitions, to hear each 
Party accuſed by the other of Deſigns detrimental to the 
public Intereſt, of protracting Debates by artful Delays, of 
ltruggling againſt their own Conviction, and of obſcuring 
known Truth by ObjeQions which diſcover themſelves to be 
without Force. 

* Theſe Accuſations, which are on both Sides frequent, 
are, I hope, on both Sides generally falſe ; at leaſt it muſt 
appear on this Occaſion, that thoſe who preſs the Bill had no 
Views of ſtrengthening their Party by a Victory, of weary- 
ing their Opponents by Obſtinacy, or of promoting any 
private Purpoſes by a new Law; fince an Expedient, by 
Which time may be gained, and the avowed End of haſten- 
ing this neceſſary Bill ſecured, is no ſooner propoſed on one 


Part, than received on the other. 5 
22 2 | The 


0 


Mr. Campbell. 
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The following ſhort Debate occurred on the Queſtig 
when the Bill ſhould commence. 


| | . 
Mr. Campbell. cel 1 

S 1 R, : a Puniſhm 
© That the Laws may be obſerved by the Nation withoy « If 7 


daily Violence and perpetual Compulſion, that our Deter: fact, he 
minations may be received with Reverence, and the Regulz. 
tions which we eſtabliſh confirmed by the Concurrence of 
our Conſtituents, it is neceſſary that we endeavour to preſe;re 
their Eſteem, and convince them that the public Proſperity ſince a 
may be ſafely truſted in our Hands. . 
* This Confidence is to be gained as well in high Stations, he can 
as in lower Conditions, by large Aſſemblies as by Indisi. 
duals, only by a conſtant Practice of Juſtice, and frequent 
Exertion of ſuperior Wiſdom, When any Man finds bis 
Friend oppreſſive and malicious, he naturally withdraws his 
Affections from him; when he obſerves him advancing ab- 
ſurd Opinions, and adhering to them with Obſtinacy inca. 
pable of Conviction, he falls unavoidably into a Diltruſt of 
is Underitanding, and no longer pays any Deference to hi 
Advice, or conſiders his Conduct as worthy of Imitation. 
In the ſame manner, Sir, if the legiſlative Powers ſhall, 
in making Laws, diſcover that they regard any Motives be. 
fore the Advantage of their Country, or that they purſue 
the public Good by Meaſures inadequate and il]-concerted, 
what can be expected from the People, but that they ſhould 
ſet up their own Jungment in Oppoſition to that of their 
Governors, make themſelves the Arbiters in all doubtful 
Queſtions, and obey or diſregard the Laws at Diſcretion? 


« If this Danger may ariſe from Laws injudiciouſly drawn _" 
up, it may ſurely be apprehended from a Compliance with , 
this Propoſal ; a Propoſal that the Operation of the Law 
—— commence eleven Days before the Law itſelf is in | | 

eing. 5 o1 

6 3 have hitherto, Sir, regarded it as a Principle, equally or 
true in Politics as in Philoſophy, that nothing can act when L 
it does not exiſt; and I did not ſuſpect that a Poſition ſo evi- | 
dent would ever ſtand in need of a Proof or Illuſtration. 0 
We live indeed in an Age of Paradoxes, and have heard 0 
ſeveral Notions ſeriouſiy defended, of which ſome would, not 0 
many Vears ago, have condemned their Abettor to a Priſon ( 

' or a Madhouſe, and would have been heard by the wiſeſt of E 


our Anceſtors with Laughter or Deteſtation; but I did not ex- 
pect that the moſt hardy Innovator would have ſhock'd my 
Pnderſtanding with a Poſition like this, or have aſſerted that 
a Law may operate before it is made, or before it is — 
, | i * ag. „ [1 
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« That where there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion, 
a Maxim not only eſtabliſhed by univerſal Conſent, but in 
ſelf evident and undeniable ; and it is, Sir, ſurely no leſs cer- 
uin, that where there is no Tranſgreſſion there can be no 
Puniſhment. 

« If a Man may be puniſhed, Sir, by a Law made after the 
Fact, how can any Man conclude himſelf ſecure from the 
yl or the Gibbet? A Man may eaſily find Means of be- 
ing certain that he has offended no Law in being, but that 
will afford no great Satisfaction to a Mind naturally timorous ; 
ſnce a Law hereafter to be made, may, if this Motion be 
ſuppoſed reaſonable, take cognizance of his Actions; and how 
he can know whether he has been equally ſcrupulous to ob- 
ſerve the future Statutes of future Parliaments, he will find it 
very difficult to determine,” 

Mr. Henry Pelham. 

S1R, 

© Notwithſtanding the Abſardity which the Honourable 
Gentleman imagines himſelf to have diſcovered in this Pro- 
poſal, and which he muſt be confeſſed to have placed in a 
very ſtrong Light, I am of Opinion, that it may, with very 
little Conſideration, be reconciled to Reaſon and to Juſtice, 
ard that the Wit and Satire that have been ſo liberally em- 
ployed, will appear to have been loſt in the Air, without Uſe 
and without Injury. 

* The Operation of the Law may very properly commence 
from the Day on which the Embargo was laid by his Ma- 
jeſty's Proclamation, which ſurely was not iſſued to no Pur- 
poſe, and which ought not to be diſobeyed without Puniſh- 
ment.” 


Sir John Barnard, 
S1R, | 

I cannot but be ſomewhat ſurpriſed, that a Gentleman ſo Sir John 
long converſant in national Affairs, ſhould not yet have heard Barnard. 
o known the Difference between a Proclamation and a Penal 
W. 
By a Proclamation his Majeſty may prevent in ſome 
Caſes what he cannot puniſh, he may hinder the Exportation 
of our Corn by ordering Ships to be ſtationed at the Entrance 
of our Harbours; but if any ſhould eſcape with prohibited 
— he can inflict no Penalties upon them at their 

eturn. | | 

To enforce this Prohibition by the Sanction of Puniſh- 
ments is the Intention of the preſent Bill, but a Proclama- 
tion can make nothing criminal, and it is unjuſt and abſurd 


to puniſh an Action which was legal when it was done. = 
© The 


N 


Mr. Pelham. 


Bacon, whether the Produce or not of the reſpective Coun- 
tries, under the Penalties and Forfeitures hereafter men- 
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« The Law ought, Sir, in my Opinion, not to commer 
till Time is allowed for diſperſing it to the utmoſt Limit: 
this Iſland ; for as it is unreaſonable to puniſh without Ia 
it is not more equitable to puniſh by a Law, of which, f 
who have unhappily broken it could have no Intelligence. 

A longer Day was agreed to, 


Arad of the Bill to prevent the Exportation of Corn, &, 
and of the Clauſes rejected. 


„ Whereas the Exportation of any Sort of Grain (Rigs 
excepted) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, Beef 
Pork, or Bacon, out of Great Britain or Ireland, and the 
Colonies or Plantations in America, or the Dominion he 
longing to the Crown of Great Britain in Europe, may x 
this Time be greatly prejudicial to his Majeſty's Subjety, 
(A) and the ſame, as the Law now ſtands, cannot be efee. 
tually reltrained ; and whereas a proper Power of reſtraining 
the ſame upon any Emergency is at preſent neceſſary, (4) 
Be it therefore enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majely, 
by and with the Advice of, &c. [ (B) that from and after 
the Day of it ſhall be Jawful for his Majeſty, by 
Order of Council, to command or empower the Lord Lieu. 
nant, or Lords 3 of Ireland, or the Governors of our 
Plantations, to iſſue forth Proclamations for prohibiting the 
Exportation of all or any Corn, Grain, &c. (except as after 
excepted) and be it farther enacted, that if any Perſon, &, 
ſhall, during the Time aforeſaid, export, or cauſe to be ex- 
ported, contrary to ſuch Proclamation, Corn, Grain, &, 
the ſame, together with the Ship or Veſſel, Tackle, &. 
ſhall be forfeited, and the Perſon ſo offending ſhall 

« Provided that this Act do not extend to prohibit ſuch 
Corn, Proviſions, &c. put on board and exported in his 
Majeſty's Ships or Privateers, neceſſary for their Compli- 
ment, Voyage. and Expedition which they ſhall be going 
upon, This Act to continue in Force until and from 
thence till next Seſſion of Parliament” B! | 

« That no Perſon before the 25th of December 1741, ſhall 
directly or indirectly export from Great Britain or Ireland, 
or other his Majeſty's Dominions in Europe, or the Britiſh 
Plantations, or load on board any Ship or Veſſel, in order 
for Exportation, any Sort of Corn or Grain (Rice excepte!) 
Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, Pork, ot 


tioned, that is, all Corn, &c. ſo put on board to be exporte! 
ſhall be forfeited, and the Offender ſhall forfeit 20 8. for 


every Buſhel of Grain, and 1 s, for every Pound of 2 
cult, 
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{cait, Starch, Beef, Pork, or Bacon, and alfo the Ship, 
effel, Boat, Guns and Tackle to be forfeited, one Moiety 
o the King, and the other to him who ſhall ſue for the 
me; and all Perſons convicted of aiding willingly there- 
to be impriſoned for three Months without Bail. 
« 1, And be it further enacted by, &c. That the Officers 
che Cuſtoms may ſeize the Corn, Meal, &c. not allowed 
o be exported, which they ſhall find put on board any Ship 
» be carried to the next Cultom-houſe or King's Ware- 
uſe. 
2 2. Provided that this Act extend not to prohibit the Ex- 
ortation or carrying out of ſuch or {a much of the ſaid Com- 
nodities as is neceſſary for any Ship, &c. in their reſpective 
Voyages, for the Suſtenance, &c, of the Commanders, Ma- 
riners, or Paſſengers, of ſuch Veſſels only; or for the victual- 
ing any Ships in his Majelty's Service, or his Forts or Gar- 
niſons, 

« 3, Provided that this Act extend not to prohibit the 
kid Commodities to be carried Coal.wiſe, giving Security, 
znd having a Certificate for Permit) to be returned in fix 
Months. | 
« 4, Provided that nothing herein contained extend to 
prohibit the exporting of Corn, &c. from the Plantations 
to Great Britain or Ireland, or from Ireland to Great Bri- 
tin, or vice verſa, on Secutity Bonds and returning Certi- 
fcates. 

« 5, Provided this Act extend not to ſuch Commodities 
exported from Great Britain or Ireland, or our Plantations, to 
Minorca, Gibraltar, or our Forts or Factories in Africa, or 
Colonies in America, ſuch Place to be declared by the Ex- 
porter, and Bond given of treble Value to the Cuſtom Houſe 
or Naval Officer, that they ſhall not be ſold or landed in 
any other Part; which, if not proſecuted in three Years, to 
be void, That ſuch Colle&or or Naval Officer, when the 
ſame ſhall be landed, give Certificate to be returned to 
ſuch Officer, within the Time after mentiqned, as took the 
Security, Danger of the Sea excepted, Forger of a Certi- 
kcate to forfeit 200 J. or any Officer making out a falſe Cer- 
tiicate to forfeit that Sum and loſe Employment. 

« 6, Provided, that it ſhall not extend to hinder the 
Eaſt-India Company from ſending Stores to their FaRories 
on Security given. 5 

66 7. Provided, that it ſhall not extend to Wheat, Malt, 
or Barley, exported from Southampton only to Jerſey or 
Guernſey, on Security, &c. ſo that it do not exceed five 
thouſand Quarters from December the 1ſt, 1740, to Decem- 
ber the 25th, 1741, 1 

« 8, 
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« 8, Be it enaQed, that the Governor of Jamaica be e 
powered to intruſt any Perſon of Reputation to expon p,, 
viſions to the Bays of Honduras and Campechy, ng tr 
ceeding 60 Barrels, zoo Weight each, in one Ship, , 
Bond (with one Security) of 500 J. that it be for the Sul 
nance of his Majeſty's Subjects in the ſaid Bays ; and de 
Maſter and two of his Officers making Oath of ſuch Del. 
very ſhall be a Diſcharge of the Bond. 

9. Be it further enacted, that the Commiſſioners of ge 
Cuſtoms ſhall give a full and true Account to both Hoy 
at the Beginning of next Seſſions, of all Grain, Meal, Mat 
Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, Pork and Bacon, er. 

_ by Virtue of the Liberties hereby granted for that 

urpoſe. 

« 10. Provided this Act do not extend to Malt declare 
for Exportation before the 6th of December 1740, nor i 
Proviſions cleared out in Great Britain, before December the 
25th, 1740, or in Ireland before Jan. 10. 1740-1, or Pla. 
tations before March the 25th, 1741, but that ſuch Veſch 
be permitted to proceed on their Voyages.” 


On a Motion for bringing in a Bill, for the better clean 
ing and paving the Streets of Weſtminſter, and the Libertie: 
thereof, the Lord Viſcount Tyrconnel expreſſed himſelſ ir 
Subſtance as follows : 


S t R, 


Lord Tyrcon- « Tho? the Grievance which I am about to lay before the 

nel. Houſe, is not of the moſt formidable or dangerous kind, ye! 
as it is ſuch as grows every Day greater, and ſuch as ever 
Day endangers the Lives of Thouſands, I hope it will nct 
be thought uſeleſs or improper to propoſe it to the Conſide- 
ration of this Aſſembly, to offer my Thoughts on the Me. 
thods by which it may be moſt eafily removed, and to endez 
vour to incite others to the ſame Conſiderations. 

It is impoſſible, Sir, to come to this Houſe, or to return 
from it, without Obſervations on the preſent Condition of 
the Streets of Weſtminſter ; Obſervations forced upon every 
Man, however inattentive, or however engroſſed by Reflec- 
tions of a different kind. | 

* The warmeſt Zeal for public Happineſs, the moſt anxi- 
ous Vigilance againſt general Dangers, muſt, I believe, ſome- 
times give way to Objects immediate, tho' of leſs Impor- 
tance, nor will the moſt public-ſpirited Members deny, that 
they have often been in the Streets alarmed with Obſtruc- 
tions, or ſhocked with Nuſances. 

The Filth, Sir, of ſome Parts of the Town, and the 
Inequality and Ruggedneſs of others, cannot but IE 
EP 2 ye! 
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Fyes of Foreigners diſgrace our Nation, and incline them to 
imagine us a People, not only without Delicacy, but without 
Government, a Herd of Barbarians, or a Colony of Hotten- 


tots. 

The moſt diſguſting Part of the Character given by 
Travellers, of the moſt Savage Nations, is their Neglect of 
Cleanlineſs, of which, perhaps, no Part of the World affords 
more Proofs, than the Streets of the Britiſh Capital; a City 
famous for Wealth, Commerce, and Plenty, and for every 
other kind of Civility and Politeneſs, but which abounds 
with ſuch Heaps of Filth, as a Savage would look on with 
Amazement. 

« If that be allowed which is generally believed, that Pu- 
trefation and Stench are the Cauſes of peſtilential Diſtempers ; 
the Removal of this Grievance, may be preſſed from Mo- 
tives of far greater Weight than thoſe of Delicacy and Plea- 
ſure, and I might ſolicite the timely Care of this Aſſembly, 
for the Preſervation of innumerable Multitudes, and intreat 
thoſe, who are watching againſt ſlight Misfortunes, to unite 
their Endeavours with mine, to avert the greateſt and moſt 
dreadful of Calamities. | 

Not to dwell, Sir, upon Dangers, which may perhaps 
be thought only imaginary, I hope it will be at leaſt conſi- 
dered, how much the preſent Neglect of the Pavement is 
detrimental to every Carriage, whether of Trade or Plea- 
ſure, or Convenience, and that thoſe who have allowed fo 
much of their Attention to Petitions, relating to the Roads 
of the Kingdom, the Repair of ſome of which is almoſt 
every Seſſion thought of Importance ſufficient to produce 
Debates in this Houſe, will not think the Streets of the 
Capital alone unworthy of their Regard, 

That the preſent Neglect of cleanſing and paving the 
Streets, is ſuch as ought not to be borne, that the Paſſenger is 
every where either ſurprized and endangered by unexpected 
Chaſms, or offended and obſtructed by Mountains of Filth, 
is well known to every one, that has paſſed a ſingle Day in 
this great City; and that this Grievance is without Remedy, 
is a ſufficient Proof, that no Magiſtrate has at preſent Power 
to remove it; for every Man's private Regard to his own 
Eaſe and Safety, would incite him to exert his Authority on 
this Occaſion, 

* I humbly propoſe therefore, that a Bill may be brought 
into the Houſe, to enable his Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace for 
the Liberties of Weſtminſter, to inſpect the public Ways of 
this City, and puniſh the Neglect of cleanſing and paving 
them; or that a new Officer be appointed, and yeſted with 
full Authority for tae ſame Purpoſe.“ 

Vor. VII. Aa a . - Mr. 


Mr. Sandys, 


Lord Gage. 
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Mr. Sandys. 
81 8, 

] believe the Grievance, ſo much complained of by 1, 
Right Honourable Member, is not difficult to be removes 
without a new Act of the Legiſlature, being, perhaps, more 
properly to be imputed to the Neg'igence gf the Juſtice; 
than a Defe& of their Authority; for they have already ff. 
ficient Power to regulate this Diſorder : And I may be 41 
lowed to hope, Sir, that they do not want Leiſure to obſerre 
it, for their Number is ſo great, that if we ſuppoſe then t 


be wholly engaged by the common Buſineſs of their Ofice Mi 
a Foreigner would have Occaſion of reproaching us wich | 
Defects more important than want of Delicacy, aud migit * 
juſtly cenſure us as a People corrupt, beyond the common jon 
Rate of human Wickedneſs, a Nation divided only into two oy 
Claſſes, Magiſtrates and Criminals. 4 q 
But they, in reality, abound ſo much among us, that moſt r 1 
of them are only nominal Magiſtrates, veſted with Authority, 16 
which they never exert, or exert to bad Purpoſes, and which oY 
it were well if they were obliged to employ in the real Ser der 
vice of their Country, by ſuperintending the Paviours aud as 
the Scavengers. = 
For this Reaſon it is unneceflary to ere a new Officer, os 
as an Inſpector of our Streets, ſince every Office that is nt . 4 
neceſſary is pernicious: Were Conſequences of this Grie. * 
vance ſuch as they have been repreſented, I ſhould perbep: = 
willingly ere& a new Office, though I ſhould not be ſurpriſe! * 
to hear the wiſeſt Man declare, rather for a Peſtilence than * 
an Increaſe of Officers. 1 
« As I neither think the Grievance inſupportable, nor * 
the Methods propoſed for removing it neceflary or proper, \, 
1 declare myſelf againſt the Motion. of 
Lord Gage. ca 
S1 R, 

« As the Grievance cannot be denied to be real, and the as 

Motion therefore may reaſonably be imagined to have been 
made without any other Intention than of benefiting the 1 
Public by an uſeful Law, I cannot diſcover any ſufficient B 
Reaſon for a Rejection ſo peremptory and contemptuous, t 
That every Man is diſguſted, and almoſt every Man daily 0 

endangered in our Streets, has not been denied, nor Wil 
any Man, I ſuppoſe, queſtion what, if he has not yet expe 


rienced it, he may perhaps be fully convinced of, in his 


next Viſit or Excurſion. | 
« Thoſe Evils, which every Man feels, though flight, ate | 


worthy of the Attention of the Legiflature, and that 3 
that 
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kat threatens Multitudes, though diſtant, ought to be 
;rerted ; for a ſmall Diſorder, like a {mall Expence, when 
i extends to Multitudes, becomes a national Affair. 

« But though this Motion may perhaps be liable to ſome 
Objections, there is certainly no ſuch Abſurdity to be found 
in it, as may juſtify us in rejecting it without Examination; 
to reject a Motion when it is'firit offered, is a Proof of Pre- 
judice, next to that of rejccting it unheard ; it is to deter- 


mine a Queſtion, before it is diſcuſſed or can be fully under- 
ſtood,” 


Mr. Sandys, 


$ 1K, f 

« I cannot but differ very widely in Opinion from the Mr. Sandys. 
Right Honourable Member that ſpoke laſt, with regard to 
the Propriety of oppoſing a Motion, when it is firſt made; a 
practice, which I can by no Means think inconſiſtent with 
either Decency or Prudence, and which would perhaps be of 
Uſe to the Public, if it was more frequent. | 

When any Motion is made, it is ſubj cted to the Conſi- 
deration of this Houſe, and every Member is at full Li- 
berty to examine and diſcuſs it. If it appears to deſerve far- 
ther Attention, it may be admitted ; but if the Subject be ei- 
ther improper or unſe-{onable, or the Meaſures propoſed in- 
judicious or dangerous, it is then to be rejected; and if it is 
at laſt to be rejected, it is apparent, that no Time ought to be 
thrown away upon it. 
* The Hours, and Days, and Weeks, that have been un- 
profitably ſpent upon Bills, which after all our Endeavours 
could not be paſſed ; the Delays of real Benefits to the Pub- 
lic, which have been produced by long Purſuits of ſhadowy 
Advantages, have inclined me to a more-expeditious Method 
of proceeding, and determined me ſpeedily to reje& what I 
cannot hope to amend.” 

The Queſtion being put, it paſſed in the Negative, 142 
againſt 109 | 

Two diſtinct Accounts having been made public of the 
im portant Debates upon the Mutiny AR, and the Seamen's 
Bill, and it being difficult to decide which is the moſt authen- 
tic, we have thought it our Duty to make the Reader his 
own judge by inſerting both. 

The firſt on the Mutiny Bill is to be found Page 123: 
And that on the Seaman's Bill, Page 48, 199, 236, 463. 

And the laſt are as follow, Ina Committee for the Con- 
ſideration of the Bill for the Puniſhment of Mutiny and De- 
ſertion, and for the better Payment of the Army and their 
Quarters, Cc. Sir William Yonge, deſired that the 20th 
Aa a 2 and 
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and 26th Clauſes of the late Act might be read, which 
were read as follows: 


He the 
81 


XX. hn 

« Tt is hereby enacted, that the Officers and Soldiers, ſ% wich y 
quartered and billeted, ſhall be received by the Owners g 77 es 
the Inns, Livery Stables, Ale-houſes, Victualling-Houſes, ad. 45 
other Houſes, in which they are allowed to be quartered ang mm 
billeted by this Act; and ſhall pay ſuch reaſonable Prices 3 C Wife 


ſhall be appointed from time to time by the Juſtices of the 
Peace in their General and Quarter Seſſions of each County, 
City, or Diviſion, within their reſpective Juriſdictions: And 
the Juſtices of the Peace aforeſaid are hereby empowered and 
required to ſet and appoint, in their General and Quarter 
Seſſions aforeſaid; ſuch reaſonable Rates for all neceſſi 
Proviſions for ſuch Officers and Soldiers, for one or more 
Nights, in the ſeveral Cities, Towns, Villages, and other 
Places, which they ſhall come to in their March, or which 
ſhall be appointed for their Reſidence and Quarters,” 


XXVI. 


« That the Quarters both of Officers and Soldiers in 
Great Britain may be duly paid and ſatisfied, be it enacted, 
that every Officer, to whom it belongs to receive the Pay 
or Subſiſtence- Money, either for a whole Regiment, or par. 
ticular Troops and Companies, ſhall immediately, upon each 
Receipt of every particular Sum, on Account of Pay or Sub- 
ſiſtence, give public Notice thereof to ali Perſons keeping 
Inns, or other Places where Officers and Soldiers are quarter- 
ed by Virtue of this Act: Alſo appoint them and others to 
repair to their Quarters within four Days at the fartheſt after 
the Receipt of tie ſame, to declare the Accounts or Debts 
(if any ſhall be) between them, and the Officers and Sol- 
diers quartered in their reſpective Houſes; which Accounts the 
{aid Officer or Officers are hereby required immediately to 
diſcharge, before any Part of the ſaid Pay or Subſiſtence be ow 


diſtributed to the Officers or Soldiers: Provided the ſaid Ac- W 
counts exceed not for a Commiſhon Officer of Horſe, under ue 
a Captain, for one Day's Diet and Small Beer, Two Shil- 
lings; for one Commiſſion Officer of Dragoons under a \ 
Captain one Shilling, for one Commiſſion Officer of Foot 1 
under a Captain, one Shilling; and for Hay and Straw, for a 
one Horſe, Six Pence; for one Dragoon or Light Horſe- ; 
man's Diet and Small Beer, each Day Six Pence, and Hay 

and Straw for hi? Horſe, Six Pence; and alſo not to exceed 

2 Pence a Day, for one Foot Soldier's Diet and Small 

cer.” 


He | 
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He then ſpoke to the following Effect. 


S1 R, | 


afiges as may be eaſily underſtood by thoſe who have no 
Intereſt to miſtake them, and which are only clouded by an 


different Meanings, or whether Avarice or Poverty have 
roduced unreaſonable Interpretations, and found Ambigui- 
ies only becauſe they were determined not to be diſappoint- 
ed in their Search; whether this Law is diſobeyed, becauſe 
t is miſunderſtood, or only miſunderſtood by thoſe who had 
reſolved to diſobey it, the Committee mult determine. 

It has been for many Years underſtood that Innholders, 
and Keepers of Public Houſes were obliged by this Law to 
ſupply Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small Beer, 
and Hay and Straw for their Horſes, at ſuch Rates as are 
mentioned in the AQ; nor can I diſcover that theſe Clauſes 
amit of any other Interpretation, or that any other could be 
intended by the Senate by which it was enacted. 

The Pay of the Soldiers, Sir, was well known to thoſe 

who gave their Conſent to this Law, it was intended by them 
that the Soldiers ſhould be ſupplied with Neceflaries, and it 
could not be meant that they ſhould pay for them more than 
they received; they there fore eſtabliſhed the Rate at which 
they were to be furniſhed, and fixed the higheſt Rate which 
the Wages of a Soldier allow him to pay. 
This Interpretation was, as 1 ſuppole, from its apparent 
Conſonance to Reaſon, univerſally allowed, till the Inhabi- 
tants of Ledbury, whither Soldiers had been ſent to ſuppreſs 
Riot and enforce the Laws, found their Apprehenſions ſo 
ſharpen'd by their Malice, that they diſcovered in the Act an 
Ambiguity, which had, till that Time, eſcaped the Penetra- 
tion of the molt Sagacious; and, upon Compariſon of one Cir- 
cumſtance with another, found themſelves under no Obliga- 
tion to give any Aſſiſtance to the Soldiers. 

They therefore, Sir, not only refuſed to afford them 
Victuals at the accuitomed Rates, but proceeding from one 
Latitude of Interpretation to another, at length denied them 
not only the Privilege of Diet, but the Uſe of Kitchen 


Utenſils, to dreſs the Proviſions, which they bought for them 


ſelves, and at laſt denied their Claim to the Fire itſelf. 

The Soldiers, exaſperated not only at the Breach of 
their eſtabliſhed and unconteſted Privileges, but at the Priva- 
tion of the Neceſlaries of Life, began to think of Methods 
more ſpeedy and efficacious than thoſe of Arguments and 

N Remonſtrancas. 


Whether there is any real Difficulty in the Clauſes Sir William 
nich you have now heard read, or whether there are ſuch Longe. 


urtificial Obſcurity, whether they are in themſelves capable 
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Remonſtrances, and to form Reſolutions of Procuring h 
Force what, in their Opinions, was only by Force withhel 
from them, 

What might have been the Event of this Controverſy 
to what Extremities a Conteſt about Things fo neceſſar 
might have been carried, how wide the Conteſt might hay 
ſpread, or how long it might have laſted, we may imagine 
but cannot determine; had not a ſpeedy Deciſion been pro 
cured, its Conſequences might have been fatal to Multitude, 
apd a great Part of the Nation been thrown into Confuſion, 

+ Having received an Account of the Affair from the 
Officers who cammanded at that Place, I conſulted the 4. 
torney General what was the Deſign of the Law, and the 
Extent of the Obligation enforced by it, and was anſweret 
by him, that the Sums which were to be paid for the Diete 
the Men, and the Hay and Straw for the Horſes being je. 
cified, it muſt neceſſarily be intended, by the Lepiſlature 
that no kigher Rates ſhould be demanded ;—that the Power 

ranted to the Juſtices of Peace was wholly in favour of the 
Soldier, and that they might leſſen the Payment at Diſcre. 
tion in Places of uncommon Cheapneſs, or Years of extr- 
ordinary Plenty, but could not increaſe it on any Occaſion. 

Another Diſpute, Sir, of the like Nature was occaſioned 
by the late Scarcity at Wakefield, where the Juſtices, upon the 
Application of the Inn-keepers, made uſe of the Authority 
which they ſuppoſed to have been repoſed in them by the 
AQ, and raiſed the Price of Hay and Straw to Eightpence, 
which the Soldiers were not able to pay, without ſuffering 
for Want of Viquals. 

s On this Occafion likewiſe I was apply'd to, and upon 
conſulung the preſent Attorney-General, received the {ame 
Anſwer as before; and tranſmitting his Opinion to the Place 
from whence I received the Complaint, it had fo much Re- 
gard paid to it, that the additional Demand was thence for 
ward remitted. 

The Letters which thoſe two learned Lawyers ſent to 
me on this Subject I have now in my Hand; and hope tueit 
Opinion will be thought ſufticient Authority for the Interpte 
tation of an Act of Parliament. 

Nor is their Authority, Sir, however great, ſo ſtrong a 
Proof of the Juſtneſs of this Interpretaion, as the Reaſon 
bleneſs, or rather Neceſſity of admitting it. The only Argu- 
ment that can be produced againſt it, is the Hardſhip im. 
poſed by it on the Innholder, who, as it is objected, muſt be 
obliged by the Law, ſo underſtood, to furniſh the Sodiers 
With Proviſions for a Price at which he cannot afford on 

4 py! 
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« But let it be conſidered, how much more eafily ths 
landlord can furniſh them at this Price, than they can pro- 


wiſh, If Soldiers are neceſlary, they muſt neceſſarily be ſup- 
ported, and it appears, upon Reflection, that their Pay will 
not ſupport them by any other Method, 

« If they are obliged to buy their Victuals, they muſt 
likewiſe buy Fire and Implements to dreſs them; and what 
is ſtill a greater Hardſhip, they mult ſell them, and buy new, 
at every Change of their Quarters : If this is impoſlible, it 
will be allowed not to be the Meaning of the Houſe, upon 
whoſe Wiſdom it would be a Cenſure too ſevere to ſuppoſe 
them capable of enacting Impoſtibilities. 

But to the Inn-holder, Sir, whoſe Utenſils are always in 

Uſe, and whoſe Fire is always burning, the Diet of a Sol 
dier colts only the original Price paid to the Butcher, and in 
Years of common Plenty may be afforded without Loſs, at 
the Price mentioned in the Act. It cannot, indeed, be de- 
nied that, at preſent, every Soldier is a Burthen to the Fa- 
mily on which he is quartered, in many Parts of the King- 
dom; but it may be reaſonably hoped, that the preſent Scar- 
city will quickly ceaſe, and that Proviſions will fall bac to 
their former Value; and even, amidſt all the Complaints, 
with which the Severity and Irregularity of the late Seaſons 
ve filled the Nation, there are many Places where Soldiers 
me maintained at the ſtated Rates, with very little Hard- 
ſhip their Lando 0s, 
However, Sir, as this Interpretation of the Act, tho” 
thus ſupported both by Authority and Reaſon, has been diſ- 
puted and denied, as ſome Lawyers may be of a different 
Opinion from thoſe whom I have conſulted, and as it is not 
likely that the Practice thus interrupted will now be com- 
plied with as a Preſcription, I think it neceſſary to propoſe 
that the Price of a Soldier's Diet be more explicitly aſcer- 
fained, that no room may remain for future Controverſies.” 


Mr. Sandys. 
SIR, 


learned Gentlemen, whoſe Letters are produced, incontrover- 
table Proof of the Jultneſs of an Interpretation of an Act 
of the Houſe, where that Interpretation is not in itſelf war- 
ranted by Reaſon, nor conſiſtent with the Preſervation, or 
Enjoyment of Property. Much leſs ſhall . 4 to ſupport 
their Interpretation by a nev! Law, or eſtabliſh, by an Act of 
the Legiflatufe, a kind of Oppreſſion, for waich, however 

tacitly 


wide for themſelves, and the Difficulty will immediately va- 4 


© ] am very far from thinking the Authority of theſe Mr. 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


comes the Repreſentatives of the Nation to attend to the 
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tacitly ſubmitted to, nothing could be pleaded hitherto hy 
Cuſtom. | | . | 2 
The Burthen, Sir, of a Standing-Army, is already tu er 
heavy to be much longer ſupported, nor ought we to add Laws 
Weight to it by new Impoſitions ; it ſurely much better hy. 


Complaints of their Conſtituents, and where they are found 
to ariſe from real Grievances, to contrive ſome Expedien 
for alleviating their Calamities. | 
A heavy and dreadful Calamity, Sir, lies now in a par, 
cular manner upon the People; the Calamity of Famine, 
one of the ſevereſt Scourges of Providence, has filled the 
whole Land with Miſery and Lamentation ; and ſurely ng. 
thing can be more inhuman than to chuſe out this Seaſon of 
Horror, for new Encroachments on their Privileges, and 
new Invaſions of the Rights of Nature, the Dominion af 
their own Houſes, and the Regulation of their own Tables. 
The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, has mentioned Places 
where Proviſions, as he ſays, are {till to be bought at ea) 
Rates. For my Part, [ am fixed in no ſuch happy Corner of 


the Kingdom; I fee nothing but Scarcity, and hear nothing * 
but Complaints, and ſhall therefore be very far from adnit. 
ting now ſuch Methods of ſupporting the Army, as were 0 
thought too burthenſome in Times of Plenty; nor will com. old 
bine in laying a new Tax upon any Claſs of my Countrymen, 800 
when they are ſinking under an enormous Load of Impolt, 6 
and in want of the Naceſſaries of Life.” tic 
Sir William Yonge. inſy 
S1R, * 
Nothing is more eaſy than Outcry and Exaggeration, = 
nor any thing leſs uſeful for the Diſcovery of Truth, or the = 
Eſtabliſhment of Right. The moſt neceſſary Meaſures may ot 
often admit of very florid Exclamations againſt them, and hay 
may furniſh very fruitful Topics of Invective. mi 


When our Liberties, Sir, are endangered, or our Coun- 
try invaded, it may be very eaſy, when it is propoſed that Tc 
we ſhould have Recourſe to our Swords for Security, to be- 
wail in pathetic Language the Miſeries of War, to delcribe 
the Deſolation of Cities, the Watie of Kingdoms, the Inſo- of 
lence of Victory, and the Cruelty of Power inflamed by 
Hoſtilities. Yet to what will thoſe Repreſentations conti 
bute, but to make that difficult which yet cannot be avouded, T 
and embarraſs Meaſures which muſt however be purſued, 

such, Sir, appear tome to be the Oojection made to the 

Method now propolcd of providing Neceſſaries for che Sol. p 

diers, Methods not eligible for their own fake, but vo I; 
oug 
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ongbt not to be too loudly condemned, till ſome better can be 
ſubititured. For why ſhould the Public be alarmed with 
groundleſs Apprehenſions, or why ſhould we make thoſe 
Laws which our Affairs oblige us to enact, leſs agreeable to 
the People by partial Repreſentations ? 

In the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, Sir, it is to be conſi- 
tered whether Soldiers are to be ſupported, and whether ic 
will be more proper to maintain them by the Method of af. 
ceriaining the Rates at which they are to be ſupplied, or by 
increaſing their Pay. 

« One of theſe two ways it is neceſſary to take ; the Provi- 
fons are already fixed at as high a Price as their Pay will 
allow ; if, therefore, they are expected to pay more, their 
Wages ruſt be increaſed. 

For my Part I ſhall comply with either Method, tho? I 
cannot but think it my Duty to declare, that, in my Opinion, 
it is ſafer to fix the Price of Proviſions, which muſt fink in 
their Value, than to raiſe the Pay of the Army, which may 
never afterwards be reduced.” 


Mr. Gybbon. 


SIR, 


© I agree, Sir, with the Honourable Gentleman, that if Mr. Gybbon, 


Soldiers are neceſſary, we muſt make Proviſions for their 
Support. This is indiſputably certain; but it is no leſs cer- 
nin, that where Soldiers are neceſſary, Reſtraints and Regu- 
ations are neceſſary likewiſe, to preſerve thoſe from being 
inſulted and plundered by them, who maintain them for 
the ſake of Protection. 

The Uſefulneſs, Sir, of this Caution ſeems not to be 
known, or not regarded by the Gentlemen whoſe Propoſal 
gave Occaſion to this Debate; for by enacting Laws in ge- 
neral Terms, as he ſeems to adviſe, we ſhould leave the un- 
happy Inn-keeper wholly at the Mercy of his Gueſts, who 
might plunder and inſult him under the Protection of the 
Legiſlature, might riot as in a conquered Country, and ſay— 
To this Treatment you are ſubjected by the Determination of 
the Parliament. 

Tze unhappy Man, Sir, could have no Proſpect either 
of Quiet or Safety, but by gratifying all the ExpeQations of 
returning Civilities for Inſolence, and receiving their Com- 
mands with the ſame Submiſſion that is paid in capitulating 
Towns to the new Garriſon, | 

If it be neceſſary to aſcertain the Price, is it not neceſſary 


at the ſame time to aſcertain the Species and Quantity of 


7 roviſions to be allowed for it? Is a Soldier to fatten on De- 
licacies, and to revel in Superfluities, for 4d. a Day? Ought 
Vor. VII. 8 not 
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not ſome Limits to be ſet to his ExpeQations, and ſome de. 
ſtraints preſcribed to his Appetite? Is he to change his Fae 
with all the Capriciouſreſs of Luxury, and relieve, by Vi. 
riety, the Squeamiſhneſs of Excels ? 

Such Demands as theſe, Sir, may be thought Judicroys 
and trifling, by thoſe who do not reflect on the Inſolence of 
Slaves in Authority, who do not confider that the Licenſe gf 
a Military Life is the chief Inducement that brings Voluy. 
tiers into the Army; an Inducement which would, indeed, 
make all Impreſſes ſupe: fluous, were this Propoſal to be 
adopted. For how readily would all the Lazy and Voluptuoyy 
engage in a State of Lite which would qualify them to lire 
upon the Labour of others, and to be profuſe without Ex. 
pence ? Sg 

« Our Army may by this Method be increaſed ; but the 
Number of thoſe by whom they are to be maintained, nu 
quick y diminiſh. For by Exaction and Oppreſſion the pocter 
Inn-ke-pers mult quickly become Bankrupts, and the $ol. 
diers that loſe their Quarters, muſt be added to the Dividend 
allotted to the more wealthy, who by this additional Burden 
will ſoon be reduced to the ſame State, and then our Army 
muſt ſubſiſt upon their Pay, becauſe they will no longer have 
it in their Power to increaſe it by Plunder, 

© It will then be inevitably neceſſary to divide the Army 
from the reſt of the Community, and to build Barracks for 
their Reception; an Expedient, which, tho' it may afford 


preſent Euſe to the Nation, cannot be put in Practice with- — 
out Danger to our Liberties. * 


* The Reaſon, for which ſo many Nations have been en. 
ſlaved by Standing-Armies, is nothing more than the Diff Ia 
rence of a Soldier's Condition from that of other Men. Sol. 
diers are governed by particular Laws, and ſubject to parts 
cular Authority; Authority, which, in the manner of its {i 
Operation, has icarcely any Reſemblance of the Civil Power. 
Thus they ſoon learn to think themſelves exempt from all 
other Laws; of which, they either do not diſcover the Uſe, 
and thereſare eafily conſent to aboliſh them; or envy the * 
Happineſs of thoſe who are protected by them, and ſo pre- tc 
vail upon themſelves to deſtroy thoſe Privileges which hare b 
no other Effect, with regard to them, but to aggravate their 
own Dependence. 

* 'I heſe, Sir, are the natural Conſequences of a military 
Subjection; and if theſe Conſequences are not always ipet- 
dily produced by it, they muſt bo retarded by that Tender. 
neſs which conſtant Intercourſe with the reſt of the Nation 
produces, ly the Exchange of reciprocal Acts of Kindneſs, 

"on by the frequent Inculcation of the Wickedneſs - con. 
ö | tributing 
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tributing to the Propagation of Slavery, and the Subverſion 
of the Rights of Nature; Inculcations which cannot be a- 
yoided by Men who live in conſtant Fellowſhip with their 
Countrymen. 

« But Soldiers ſhut up in a Barrack, excluded from all 
Converſation with ſuch as are wiſer and honeſter than them» 
ſelves, and taught that nothing is a Virtue but implicit Obe- 
dience to the Commands of their Officers, will ſoon become 
Foreigners in their own Country, and march againſt the Pe- 
fenders of their Conſtitution, with the ſame Alacrity as a- 

inſt an Army of Invaders ravaging the Coalts ; they will 
loſe all Senſe of ſocial Duty and of ſocial Happineſs, and 
think nothing illuſtrious but to enſlave and deſtroy. 

« $o fatal, Sir will be the Effects of an Eſtabliſhment of 
Barracks, or petty Garriſons in this Kingdom ; and there- 
fore, as Barracks mult be built when Inn-keepers are ruined, 
and our Concurrence with this Propoſal mult produce their 
Ruin, I hope it will not be neceſſary to prove by any other 
Argument, that the Motion ought to be rejected.“ 


Mr. Henry Pelham, 


S1R, 


© Tho! I am not inclined by loud Exaggerations and af. Mr. Henry 
ſected Expreſſions of Tenderneſs to depreis the Courage, or *1140% 


inflame the Suſpicions of the People, to teach them to com- 
plain of Miſeries which they do not feel, or ward againſt i!! 
Deſigns which were never formed, yet no Man is more 
really ſollicitous for their Happineſs, or more deſirous of re- 
moving every real Cauſe of Fear and Occaſion of Hardſhips. 

This Affection to the People, an Affection ſteady, re gu- 
lar and unſhaken, has always prompted me to prefer their 
real to their ſeeming Intereſt, and rather to conſult the Secu- 
rity of their Privileges than the Gratification of their Paſ- 
ſions; it has hitherto determined me to vote for ſuch a Body 
of Troops as may defend us againſt ſudden Inroads and wan- 
ton Inſults, and now incites me to propoſe that ſome effica- 
cious Method may be ſtruck out for their Support, without 
exaſperating either the Soldiers or their Landlords by perpe- 
tual Wrangles, or adding to the Burden of a military Elita- 
blihment the Neceſſity of Contentions in Courts of Law. 

* I know not with what View thoſe have ſpoken by 
whom the Propoſal firſt made has been oppoſed; they have 
indeed propoſed Objections, ſome of which are ſuch as may 
be eaſily removed, and others ſuch as ariſe from the Nature 
of Things, and ought not therefore to be mentioned, becauſe 
they have no other Tendency than to enflame the Minds of 
thoſe that hear them againſt an Army, at a Time when it is 

Ore B bb 2 allowed 
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allowed to be neceſſary, and prove only what was never de. 
nied, that no human Meaſures are abſolutely perfect, aq 
that it is often impoſſible to avoid a greater Evil, but by ſuſ. 
fering a leſs. | 2 

* The Queſtion before us, Sir, is in its own Nature 6 
ſimple, fo little connected with Circumſtances that may ic. 
tract our Attention, or induce different Men to different 
Conſiderations, that, when I refle& upon it, I cannot ex 
conceive by what Art it can be made the Subject of Joy 
Harangues, or how the moſt fruitful Imagination can exp,. 
tiate upon it. a 

It is already admitted that an Army is neceſſary; the 
Pay of that Army is already eſtabliſned; the accidental 
Scarcity of Forage and Victuals is ſuch, that the Pay is rot 
ſufficient to maintain them; how then muſt the Defriencie; 
be ſupplied ? It has been propoſed-either to fix the Price c 
Proviſions with reſpect to them, or to advance their Wapes 


in ſome Proportion to the Price of Proviſions. Both theſe 


Methods ſeem to meet with Diſapprobation, and yet the 
Army 1s to be ſupported, 
* 'Thoſe who reaſon thus, do ſurely not expect to be an. 
ſwered, or at leaſt expect from a Reply no other SatisfaQ/on 
than that of ſeeing the Time of the Seflion waſted, and the 
Adminiſtration harraſſed with trivial Delays, for what can 
be urged with any Hope of Succeſs to him who will openly 
deny contradictory Propoſitions, who will neither move nor 
ſtand ſtill, who will neither diſband an Army nor ſupport it. 
© Whether theſe Gentlemen conceive that an Army may 
ſubſiſt without Victuals till the Time of Scarcity is over, or 
whether they have raiſed thoſe Forces only to ſtarve them, 
Jam not {agacious enough to conjecture; but ſhall venture 
to obſerve, that if they have ſuch a Confidence in the Mo- 
deration and Regularity of the Soldiers, as to imagine that 
they will ſtarve with Weapons in their Hands, that they will 
live within the Sight of full Tables, and languifh with Hun- 
ger, and periſh for want of Neceſſaries, rather than diminiſh 
the Superfluities of others, they ought for ever to ceaſe their 
Outcries about the Licentiouſneſs, Inſolence, and Danger of 


* 


© But, not to fink into Levity unworthy of this Aſſembly, 


may | be permitted to hint that theſe Arts of protr:&ling 
our Debates, are by no Means conſiſtent with the Reaſons 
for which we are aſſembled, and that it is a much better 
Proof, both of Ability and Integrity, to remove Objections, 


than to raiſe them, (and to facilitate, than to retard, the Buſi- 
nels of the Public? | 
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tended 


The Propoſal made at firit was only to elucidate a Law 
hich had been regularly obſerved for fifty Years, and to re- 
nove ſuch Ambiguities as tended only to embarraſs the Inn- 
holders, not to relieve them. | | 

« To this many Objections have been made, and much 
Declamation has been employed to diſplay the Hardſhips of 
maintaining Soldiers, but no better Method has been yet diſ- 
covered, nor do 1 expect that any will be ſtarted, not at- 
tended with greater Difficulties. | 

« In all political Queſtions, Queſtions too extenſive to be 
fally comprehended by ſpeculative Reaſon, Experience is the 
Guide which a wiſe Man will follow with the leaſt Diſtruſt, 
and it is no trivial Recommendation of. the preſent Method, 
that it has been ſo long purſued without any formidable In- 
convenience or loud Complaints. | 

« Hardſhips, even when real, are alleviated by long Cuſ- 
tom; we bear any preſent Uneaſireſs with leſs Regret, as 
we leſs remember the Time in which we were more happy ; 
at leaſt by long Acquaintance witn any Grievance we gain 
this Advantage, that we know it in its whole Extent, that it 
cannot be aggravated by our Imagination, and tnat there is no 
room for ſuſpeRing that any Milery 1s yet behind more heavy 
than that which we have already borne. 

Such is the Preſent State of the Practice now recommen- 
ded to this Aſſembly, a Practice to which the Inn keepers 
have long ſubmitted, and found it at leaſt tolerable ; to which 
they knew themſelves expoſed when they took out aLicenſe for 
the Exerciſe of that Proteflion, and which they conſider as a 
Tax upon them, to be balanced againſt the Advantages which 
they expect from their Employment, 

This Tax cannot be deuied at preſent to be burthenſome 
in a very uncommon Degree; but this Weight has not been 
of long Continuance, and it may be reaſonably hoped that 
it will now be made every Day lighter, It is indeed true, 
that no unneceflary Impoſitions ought to be laid upon the Na- 
tion even for a Day, and if any Gentleman can propoſe a 
Method by which this may be taken off or alleviated, I ſhall 
readily comply with his Propoſal, and concur in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of new Regulations. 

* With regard to 3 cannot deny that they are 
juſtly Names of Terror to a free Nation, that they tend to 
make an Army ſeem part of our Conſtitution, and may con- 
tribute to infuſe into the Soldiers a Diſregard of their Fellow 
Subjects, and an Indifference about the Liberties of their 
Country ; but I cannot diſcover any Connection between a 
Proviſion for the Support of the Soldiers in Public Houſes, 
in a State of conſtaur Familiarity with their ho 

an 
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Air. Campbell. Whence the Impropriety of raiſing Objections to ay 
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and the Erection of Barracks, by which they will be, per 
haps, for ever, ſeparated from them, nor can diſcover 1 lv" 
Thing in the Method of ſupporting them now recommend Ml e 
that does not tend rather to the Promotion of mutual go Soldier 
Offices and the Confirmation of Friendſhip and Benevoler, 


| ce t 
Mr. Campbell. N 
8a, the M 


Meaſures that are propoſed is imagined to ariſe I am ung}; 
to diſcover, having hitherto admitted as an uncontrovertihle 
Opinion, that it is the Duty of every Member of this Hoyp 
to deliver, without Reſerve, his Sentiments upon any Queſlc 
which is brought before him, and to approve or cenſure; 
cording to his Conviction. | 
II it be bis Duty, Sir, to condemn what he thinks dan. 
rous or inconvenient, it ſeems by no means-contrary to bi 
Duty; to ſhew the Reaſon of his Cenſure, or to lay before 
the Houle thoſe Objections which he cannot ſurmeunt by his 
own Reflection. It certainly is not neceſſary to admit im- 
plicitly all that is aſſerted ; and to deny or diſapprove with. 
out Reaſon, can be no Proof of Duty, or of Wiſdom ; and 
how ſhall it be known, that he who produces no Objections, 
acts from any other Motives, than private Malevolence, Di- 
content, or Caprice? ä | 
Nor is it, Sir, to be imputed as a juſt Reaſon for Cenſure 
to thoſe Who have oppoſed the Motion, that no other Mes. 
ſures have been offer'd them to the Confideration of the Com- 


mittee. It is neceſſary to demoliſh a uſeleſs or ſhattered Edi. © 
fice, before a firm and habitable Building can be ereRed in 

its Place; the firſt Step to the Amendment of a Law is to 0 
ſhew its Defects; for why ſhould any Alteration be made 1 
where no Inconveniency is diſcovered? x 
To the chief Objection that was offered, no Anſwer has 3 
yet been made, nor has the Houſe been informed how the Inn- 

keeper ſhall be able to diſcover when he has paid the Tax | 
which this Law Jays upon him. This is indeed a Tax of 2 


very particular Kind, a Tax without Limits, and ts be levi- 
ed at the Diſcretion of him for whoſe Benefit it is paid. Sol- 
diers, quartered upon theſe Terms, are more properly raiſing | 
Contributions in an Enemy's Country, than receiving Wages 
in their own. 
Ils it intended by this Motion, that the Inn-keepers ſhall 
judge what ought to be allowed the Soldier for his Money! 
do not fee then that any Alteration is propoſed in the pre- 
ſent Condition of our Army, for who has ever refuſed to 
ſell them Food for their Money at the common Price, *. 
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what Neceſſity is there for a Law to enforce a Practice equally 
o the Advantage of all Parties? If it be propoſed that the 
coldier ſhall judge for himſelf, that he ſhall ſet what Value 
he ſhall think fit on his own Money, and that he ſhall be at 
ance the Interpreter and Executioner of this new Law, the 
Condition of the Inn-keeper will then be ſuch as no Slave in 
the Mines of America can envy, and ſuch as he will gladly 
quit for better Treatment under the molt arbitrary and op- 
reſive Government. 

« Nor will the Inſolence of the Soldier, thus inveſted with 
unlim ĩtted Authority, thus entitled to implicit Obedience, and 
exalted above the reſt of Mankind, by ſeeing his Claim only 
bounded by his own Moderation, be confined to his unhappy 
Landlord, Every Guelt will become ſubject to his Intrufion, 
and the Paſſenger mult be content to want his Dinner, when- 
ever the Lord of the Inn ſhall like it better than his own. 

That theſe Apprehenſions, Sir, are not groundleſs, may 
be proved from the Conduct of thoſe Men, even when the 
Law was not ſo favourable to their Deſigns ; ſome of them 
have already claimed the ſole Dominion of the Houſes in 
which they were quartered, and inſulted Perſons of ver 
high Rank, and whom our antient Laws had intended to ſet 
above the Inſults of a turbulent Soldier. They have ſeen 
the Proviſions which they had ordered, taken away by Force, 
partly, perhaps, to pleaſe the Appetite of the Invader, and 
partly to gratify his Inſolence, and give him an Opportunity 
of boaſting among his Comrades, how ſucceſsfully he bluſ- 
tered. . 

If it be neceſſary, Sir, to inſert a new Clauſe in the Act 
to prevent Law-ſuits, which, however advantageous they 
may ſometimes be to me, I ſhall always be ready to obviate, 
it is ſurely proper to limit the Claim of one Party as well as 
that of the other, for how elſe is the Ambiguity taken away ? 
The Difficulty may be indeed transferred, but is by no means 
removed, and the Inn-Keeper muſt wholly repoſe himſelf 
upon the Lenity and Juſtice of the Soldier, or apply to the 
Courts of Law for the Interpretation of the Act! 

* The Queſtion between us, is ſaid to be ſo free from Per- 
plexity, that it can ſcarcely give Occaſion for Harangues or 
Diſputations, and indeed it cannot but be allowed, that the 


Controverſy may ſoon be brought to a ſingle Point, and 1 


think nothing more is neceſſary than to enquire, if Inn-hol- 


ders ſhall be obliged to provide Victuals for Soldiers at a 


ſtated Price, what, and how much the Soldier ſhall demand. 

* The Power of raifing Money at Pleaſure, has been hi- 
therto denied to our Kings, and ſurely we oughtnot to place 
that Confidence in the loweſt, that has been refuſed to — 

mo 
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moſt exalted of Mankind, or inveſt our Soldiers with Pong; 
which neither the moſt warlike of our Monarchs could cc 
ſtrain us, nor the molt popular allure us to grant. 

Ihe Power now propoſed to be granted, is nothing 1. 
than the Power of levying Money, or what is exactly equi 
valent, te Power of raiſing of Money in their own Hang; 
to any imaginary Value. A Soldier may, if this Motion he 
complied with, demand for a Penny, what another Yar 
mutt purchaſe at forty times that Price. While this is the 
State of our Property, it is ſurely not very neceſſary to mit 
Armies for the Defence of it; for why ſhouid we preſerys 
it from one Enemy only to throw it into the Hands of an. 
other, equally rapacious, equally mercileſs, and only difty, 
guiſhed from foreign Invaders, by this Circumſtance, that he 
received from our own Hands the Authority by which be 
plunders us. 

« Having thus evinced the Neceſſity of determining the 
Soldiers Privileges, and the Inn-keepers Rights, I think i 
neceſſary to recommend to this Houſe an uncommon De. 
gree of Attention to the Regulation of our military El. 
bliſhment, which is become not only burdenſome to our 
Fellow. Subjects by the preſent Famine, but by the Increaſe 
of our Forces; an Increaſe which the Nation will not be. 
hold without Impatience, unleſs they be enabled to diſcern 
for what End they have been raiſed. 

The People of this Nation are, for very juſt Reaſons, 
diſpleaſed, even with the Appearance of a Standing-Arny, 
and ſurely it is not prudent to exaſperate them, by augment- 

ing the Troops in a Year of Famine, and giving them 2 
the ſame Time new Powers of Extortion and Oppreſſion. 


Mr. Winnington, 
S1R, 

Mr. Winning- I have heard nothing in this Debate, but Doubts and th 
ton, Objections, which afford no real Information, nor tend to L 
the Alleviation of thoſe Grievances which are fo Joudly 

lamented. | { 

It is not to point out Inconveniencies, or to give firik- a 

ing Repreſentations of the Hardſhips to which the People ' 
| 


are expoſed ; for unleſs ſome better Expedient can be pro- 
poſed, or ſome Method diſcovered, by which we may receive 
the Benefits, without ſuffering the Diſadvantages of the pre- 
ſent Practice, how does it appear that theſe Hardſhips, how- 
ever ſevere, are not inſeperable from our preſent Condition, | 
and ſuch as can only be removed, by expoſing ourſelves to 
more formidable Eyils ? F 
* 8 
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tt As no Remedy, Sir, has been propoſed by thoſe why 
 ;ppear diſſatisfied with the preſent Cuſtom, it is reaſonable to 
imagine, that none will be eaſily diſcovered ; and therefore 
| cannot but think it reaſonable that the Motion ſhould be 
complied with. By it no new Impoſition is intended, nor 
iny thing more than the Eſtabliſhment of a Practice which 
has continued for more than fifty Years, and never, except 
on two Occaſions, been denied to be legal. It is only pro- 

ſed that the Parliament ſhould confirm that Interpretation 
of the Act which has been almoſt univerſally received, that 
they ſhould do what can produce no Diſturbance, becauſe it 
will make no Alterations, but may prevent them; becauſe 'v 
it may prevent any Attempts of Innovation, or Diverſity of 1 


is founded upon it, has in many Places never been followed, 
nor indeed can it be made general without great Impropriety. (i 
Many of thoſe, Sir, Who are ſtiled Keepers of Public if 
Houſes, and on whom Soldiers are quartered under that De- (1 
nomination, have no Conveniency of furniſhing Proviſions, 
becauſe they never ſell them: Such are many of the Keepers 
of Livery-Stables, among whom-it is the common Method 
to pay Soldiers a ſmall weekly Allowance, initead of lodg- 
ing them in their Houſes ; a Lodging being all Which they 
tonceive themſelves obliged to provide, and all that the S9/- 
diers have hitherto required; nor can we make any Altera- 
tion in this Method, without introducing the Licence and 
Inſolence of Soldiers into private Houſes ; into Hoales bi- 
os unacquainted with any degree of Riot, Incivility ot 
proar. | 
© The Reaſon for which Pablic- Houſes are aſſigned for the 
Quarters of Soldiers, is partly the greater Conveniency of 
accommodating them in Families that ſubſiſt by the Enter- 
tainment of Strangers, and partly the Nature of their Pre- 
feſſion, which, by expoſing them to frequent Encounters with 
the Rude and the Debauched, enables them either to bear or 
repreſs the Inſolence of a Soldier. | 
But with regard, Sir, to the Perſons whom I have men- 
tioned, neither of theſe Reaſons have any Place; they have 
not, from their daily Employment, any Opportunities of 
furniſhing Soldiers with Beds or Victuals, nor by their 
manner of Life are adapted to ſupport Intruſion, or ſtrug- 
Vor. VII. See pie 


Opinions,” "i 
Sir John Barnard, | | 
S1R; x | 
© Whether the Interpretation of the Act which is now gir John 
contended for; has been univerſally admitted, it is impoſſible Barnare. il 
to know; but it is at leaſt certain, that the Practice which 1 
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3 8 
gle with Perverſeneſs. Nor can I diſcover why any Nat 
ſhould force Soldiers into their Houſes, who would not wil. 


lingly admit them into his own.” been 
: | pleaf 
Mr. Cocks. Fic 

S 1 a, | 


Ma Cocks. The Practice mentioned by the Honourable Gentleman 

I know to be generally followed by all thoſe that keep Ale. 

houſes in the Suburbs of this Metropolis, who pay the 80l. 

diers billetted on them, a Compoſition for their Lodging, nor 

; ever ſee them but when they come to receive it; ſo far 
are they from imagining that they can claim their whe 


f Subſiſlence at any flated Price. 1 
| . © It is apparent, therefore, that by admitting this Motion, Mot 
we ſhould not confirm a Law already received, but eſtabliſh foe 
new Regulation unknown to the People; that we ſhould ly of 
a Tax upon the Nation, and ſend our Soldiers to collect it. wit! 
General Wade. My 
ine 
S I R, 
. *y* . one 
General Wade 1 have been long converſant with military Affairs, ard of 
therefore may perhaps be able to give a more exact Account, tion 
from my own Knowledge, of the Antiquity and Extent cf La 
this Practice, than other Gentlemen have had, from thei: 8 
way of Life, an Opportunity of obtaining. rea 
It was, Sir, in the Reign of King William, the conſtant the 
Method by which the Army was ſupported ; as may be eaſily ral 
imagined by thoſe who reflect, that it was common for the the 
Soldiers to remain for eight or ten Months unpaid, and that pr 
they had therefore no Poffibility of providing for them. i 
ſelves the Neceſſaries of Life. Their Pay never was ee. be 
ceived in thoſe Times by themſelves, but iſſued in Exche- 
quer Bills for large Sums, which the Inn-keepers procured w. 
to be exchanged and divided among themſelves, in Propor- to 
tion to their Debs. ca 
« Such was the Practice, Sir, in that Reign, which has ni 
been generally followed to this Time, and the Rates then 8 
fixed have not ſince been changed; and as no Inconveniency 
has ariſen from this Method, I can diſcover no Reaſon a. p 
gainſt confirming and continuing it. c| 
Mr. Pulteney. lt 
S I R, | a 
* Thoſe that have ſpoken in Defence of the Motion, have 
, Pulcency, | ed their Opponents, with great Conddence, of dechin- ill * 
ing without Arguments, and of waſting the Time of the Sel l 
ſion, in a uſeleſs Repetition of Objections. : X 
41 } 
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I do not indeed wonder, that the ObjeRions which have 
Leen raiſed ſhould have given ſome Diſguſt; for who can be 
pleaſed with hearing. his Opponent produce Arguments 
which he cannot anſwer ? But ſurely the Repetitions may be 
excuſed: For an Objection is to be urged in every Debate 
till it is anſwer'd, or is diſcovered to be unanſwerable. 

But what, Sir, have thoſe urged in Defence of their own 
Opinions, who ſo freely animadvert upon the Reaſonings of 
others? What Proofs, Sir, have they given of the Superiority 
of their own Abilities, of the Depth of their Reſearches, 
or the Acuteneſs of their Penetration? | 

They have not produced one Argument in Favour of their 
Motion, but that it is founded on Cultom 3; they have not diſ- 
cover'd, however wile and ſagacious, that it is always neceſſary 
to enquire whether a Cuſtom be good or bad ; for, ſurely, 
without ſuch Enquiry no Cuſtom ought to be confirmed. 

* The Motion which they would ſupport, is indeed uſeleſs 
in either Caſe ; for a good Cuſtom will continue of itielf, and 
one that is bad ought not to be continued, It is the Buſineſs 
of the Legiſlature to reform Abuſes, and eradicate Corrup- 
tions 3 not to give them new Strength by the Sanction of a 
Law. 

It has been urged, Sir, that the Law in reality exiſls al- 
ready; that the Act has been interpreted in this Senſe, by 
the Attorney General; and that his Interpretation is gene- 
rally received. This is then the State of the Queſtion; If 
the Practice, founded upon this Senſe of the AQ, generally 
preveils, there is no Need of a new Clauſe to enforce what 
is already complied with: If it does not prevail, all that has 
been urged in Defence of the Motion falls to the Ground. 

« I do not doubt, Sir, that this Cuſtom has been received 
without many Exceptions, and therefore think it ought ſtill 
to remain a Cuſtom, rather than be changed into a Law, be- 
cauſe it will be complied with as a Cuſtom, where there are 
no Obſtacles to the Obſervation of it; and it ought not to be 
enforced by Law, where it is inconvenient and oppreſſive. 

While the Soldier, Sir, is moderate in his Demands, and 
peaceable and modeſt in his Behaviour, the Innkeeper will 
chearfully furniſh him even more than he can afford at the 
ſtated Price; and certainly Rudeneſs, Inſolence, and unrea - 
ſonable Expectations, may jultly be puniſhed by the Forfei- 
tare of ſome Conveniencies. Thus, Sir, the Inn-keeper 
will preſerve ſome Degree of Authority in his own Houle ; 
a Place where the Laws of Nature give every Man Domi- 
nion, and the Soldier will continue a regular and inoſfenſive 
Member of civil Society. 
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| hemence, that ſome Expedient ſhould be propoſed in the 
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* The Abſurdity of leaving the Soldier at large ia h. 
Demands, and limiting the Price which the Inn keeper i; 
require, has been already expoſed beyond the Poſſibility a 
Reply; nor indeed has the leaſt Attempt been made tg 
invalidate this Objection; for it has been paſſed in Silence by 
thoſe who have moſt zealouſly eſpouſed the Motion. 

The Account given by the honcurabie Gentleman of the 
Reaſon for which this Regulation was firſt introduced in tie 
Reign of King William, is undoubtedly juſt ; but it proves, 
Sir, that there is no Neceſſity of continuing it; for the 9]. 
diers are now conſtantly paid, and therefore necd not thy; 
Aſſiſtance from the Inn-keeper, wh ch was abſolutely regui. 
fire when they were ſometimes fix Months without Money, 
lt has been urged, Sir, with great Importunity and Ve. 


Place of this which ſo many Gentlemen who have ſpoken 
on this Occaſion ſeem inclined to reject, and which indeed 
cannot be mentioned without Contempt or Abhorrerce, 
That the Soldiers ſhould know as well as their Landlord thei; 
own Rights, is undoubtedly juſt, as well as that they ſhould 
have ſome certain Means of procuring the Neceſſaries of Life; 
it may therefore be proper to enact, that the Inn- keeper ſhall 
either furniſh them with Diet at the eſtabliſh'd Rates, or 
permit them to dreſs the Victuals which they ſhall buy for 
themſelves, with his Fire and Utenfils, and allow them C:n- 
dles, Salt, Vinegar, and Pepper. By this Method the Sol. 
diers can never be much injur'd by the Incivility of their 
Landlord, nor can the Inn-keeper be ſubjected to arbitrary 
Demands, The Soldier will fill gain, by Decency and 
Humanity, greater Conyeniencies than he can procure for 
himſelf by his Pay alone, and all Opportunities of Oppreſſon 
on either Side will in a great Meaſure be taken away. 

I cannot but expreſs my Hopes that this Method wil be 
generally approved. Thoſe that have oppoſed the Eſtabliſ:- 
ment of an Army will be pleaſed to fee it made leſs grievous 
to the People; and thoſe that have declared in its Favour, 
ought ſurely to adopt without Oppoſition, any Meaiures, by 
the Purſuit of which it may be borne with fewer Complaints, 
and leſs Relutance,. ? 


The farthes Confideration of this Queſtion was deferr't, 
and the Chairman having moved for Leave to fit again, I. 


was reſolved to proceed on this Buſineſs upon the next Da? 


but one, in a Committee of the whole Houle : 


When Sir William Yonge ſpoke as follows : 
S1R, | ; 


The laſt Day which was aſſigned to the Conũderation 


of this Bill, was ſpent in long Altercations, in vague and 


unnecctiary 
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unneceſlary Diſquiſitions, in retroſpective Reflections upon 
pyents long paſt, and in aggravating of Grievances that may. 
never happen; much Sagacity was exerted, and much Elo- 
quence diſplayed, but no Determination was attained, nor 
eren that Expedient examined, by which thoſe Objections 
might be removed which appeared ſo important, or thoſe 
Dangers obyiated which were repreſented ſo formidable and 
{9 near. 

« ] hope, Sir, part of the Time which has intervened be- 
tween that Debate and the preſent Day, has been employed 
by the Gentlemen, whoſe Scruples were ſo numerous, and 
whoſe Caution is ſo vigilant, in contriving ſome Methods of 
maintaining the Army without oppreſſing the Victuallers, 
and of proyiding for our Defence againſt foreign Enemies, 
without ſubjecting us to the Evils of Diſcontent and Diſaf- 
ſcion, which they impute to the preſent State of the mili- 
tary Eſtabliſhment, Ts CL | 

To object for ever, and to advance nothing, is an eaſy Me- i 

thod of Diſputation upon any Queſtion, but contributes very \ 
little to the Increaſe of Knowledge ; an artful and acute Ob- if 
jector may confound, and darken, and diſturb, but never 
aſſilts Enquiry or illuſtrates Truth. 
In political Queſtions, Sir, it is ſtill more eaſy and leſs in- 
genuous; for all political Meaſures are in ſome Degree 
right and wrong at the ſame Time; to benefit ſome they very {4 
frequently bear hard upon others, and are therefore only to if 
be approved or rejected as Advantages appear to over-ba- 4 
lance the Inconveniencies, or the Inconveniencies to out weigh 
the Advantages. | | | 

* It is, Sir, the proper Province of a Senator to promote, 
not to obſtruct the public Councils, and when he declares his 
Diſapprobation of any Expedient, to endeavour to ſubſtitute 
a better, For how can he be ſaid io ſuſtain his Part of the 
general Burthen of public Affairs, who lays others under the 
Neceſſity of forming every Plan, and inventing every Expe- 
dient, and contents himſelf with only cenſuring what he 
never endeavours to amend ? 

* 'That every Man who is called forth by his Country, to 
it here as the Guardian of the public Happineſs, is obliged, 
by the Nature of his Office, to propoſe in this Houſe what- 
eyer his Penetration or Experience may ſuggeſt to him as 
advantageous to the Nation, I doubt not but all that hear 
me are ſufficiently convinced; and therefore cannot but ſup- 
poſe that they have ſo far attended to their Duty, as to be 
able to inform us how the preſent Inconveniencies of this 
ill may be remedied, and its Defec̃ts ſupplied. 


« To 


L.. H. Pelham. 
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To ſhew, Sir, at leaſt my Inclination to expedite 
Affair ſo important, I ſhall lay before the Houſe an Amen. 
ment that I have made to the Clauſe, purſuant to a Hint q. 
wg the laſt Day by an Honourable Member, That x 
Inn. holders, Victuallers, &c. ſhall be obliged to furniſh $4. 
diers with Salt, Vinegar, Small-Beer, Candles, Fire, and b. 
tenſils to dreſs their Victuals, and ſo doing, ſhall not be o- 
bliged to ſupply the Troops with Proviſions, except ont 
March.” | 

I am far, Sir, from thinking the Clauſe as it will Rand 
after this Amendment, compleat and unexceptionable, being 
conſcious that ſome Articles in it may require Explanation, 
The Quantity of Small-Beer to be allowed to each Soldier 
mult neceſſarily be aſcertained in order to prevent endle{, 
and indeterminable Diſputes; for one Man, Sir, may demand 
a greater Quantity than another, and a Man may be pramp:. 
ed by Malice or Wantonneſs to demand more than Health 
requires; it will therefore be proper to limit the Quantity 
which mult be furniſhed, that neither the Soldier may ſuffer 
by the Avarice of his Landlord, nor the Landlord be op. 
preſſed by the Gluttony of the Soldier. | 

With regard to this Queſtion, Sir, I expect to find diff. 
rent Opinions in this Houſe, which every Man is at Liberty 
to offer and to vindicate ; and I ſhall take this Opportunity 
of propoſing on my Part, that every Man may have a daily 
Allowance of three Quarts. One Quart to each Meal may 
be allowed in my Opinion tg be ſufficient, and ſure no Gen- 
tleman can imagine that by this Limitation, much Super- 
fluity is indulged. 

* There are ſome Parts, Six, of this Kingdom, in which 
Cyder is more plentiful, and cheaper than Small- Beer, con- 
ſequently it may be for the Eaſe of the Victualler, to have 
the Choice allowed him of furniſhing one or the other ; it 
will therefore be a very proper Addition to this Clauſe, that- 
the Inn-keepers ſhall allow the Soldier every Day three 
Quarts of either Small Beer or Cyder, 

That penal Sanctions, Sir, are eſſential to Laws, and 
that no Man will ſubmit to any Regulations inconvenient to 
himſelf, but that he may avoid ſome heavier Evil, requires 
not to be proved; and therefore to complete this Clauſe, | 
propoſe that the Victualler, who ſhall neglect or refuſe to ob- 

erve it, ſhall be ſubje& to ſome Fine for his Non-compliance. 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 


VS 1-n, 
I cannot omit this Opportunity of obſerving how much 


the Burden of the Army is diminiſhed by the judicious Re- 
gulations 
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4lations invariably obſerved in the late Reigns, and how 
ſutle the Aſſignment of Troops is to be dreaded by the Vie- 
aller. 

4 « In the Reign of King William, Sir, before Funds were 
efabliſhed, while the Credit of the Government was low, 
the Meaſures of the Court were often obviated or defeated 
by the Superiority of the diſcontented Party, and the Sup- 
plies denied which were neceſſary to ſupport them, and in 
ExpeRation of which they had been undertaken, it was not 
uncommon for the Towns in which the Troops were ita- 
tioned, to murmur at their Gueſts; nor could they be 
charged with complaining without juſt Reaſons; for to 
quarter Soldiers upon a Houſe, was in thoſe Days little leſs 
than to ſend Troops to live at their Diſcretion, 


= — — — hm | Pa Fr — .. 


and nothing was granted but for the preſent Exiſtence, the 
Prevalence of the Oppoſition for a ſingle Seſſion embarraſſed 
all the Meaſures of the Court in the higheſt Degree, their 
Deſigns were at a Stand, the Forces were unpaid, and they 
were obliged to wait till another Seſſion for an Opportunity 
of proſecuting their Schemes. 

« Thus, Sir, the Soldiers were ſometimes five Months 
without their Pay, and were neceſſarily ſupported by the 
Inn-keeper at his own Expence, with how much ReluQtance 
and Diſcontent I need not mention. Itcannot but be imme- 
diately confidered upon hearing this Account of the Sol- 
dier's Condition, with how many Reproaches he would re- 
ceive his Victuals, how roughly he would be treated, how 
often he would be inſulted as an Idler, and frowned upon as 
an Intruder. Nor can it be imagined that ſuch Affronts, 
however they might be provoked, would be borne without 
Return, by thoſe whe knew themielves not the Authors of 
the Provocation, and who thought themſelves equal Suffer- 
ers with thole who complained. When the Inn-keeper 
growled at the Soldier, the Soldier, it may be ſuppoſed, ſel- 
dom failed to threaten, or to plunder the Inn-keeper, and t6 
riſe in his Demands, as his Allowance was retrenched. 
Thus, Sir, the Landlord and his Gueſt were the conſtant 
Enemies of each other, and ſpent their Lives in mutual 
Complaints, Injuries, aud Inſults, | 

But by the preſent Regularity of our military Elabliſh- 
ment, this great Evil is taken away ; as the Soldier requires 
no Credit of the Victualler, he is conſidered as no great In- 
cumbrance on his Trade, and being treated without [ndigni- 
ties, like any other Member of the Community, he inha- 
dits his Quarters without Violence, Inſolence, or Rapacity, 

| an 


* 


© As all Supplies, Sir, were then occaſtonal and temporary, 


Mr. Carew. 


| Have always one Month's Pay advanced, and receive the; 


and I know not why the Legiſlature ſhould promote, or con- 
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and endeavours to recommend himſelf by Officiouſneſ⸗ 
Civility. 
« In this preſent Method of Payment, Sir, the Troop 


0? 


regular Allowance on the ſtated Day; ſo that every Man hz: 
it m his Power to pay his Landlord every Night, for wh 
he has had in the Day; or, if he imagines himſelf able 6 
procure: his own Proviſions at more Advantage, he tan noy 
go to Market with his own Money. 

It appears therefore to me, Sir; that the Amendment 
now propoſed is the proper Mean between the different lh. 
tereſt of the Inn-keeper and Soldier, by which neither! 
made the Slave of the other, and by which we ſhall leave tg 
both Opportunities cf Kindneſs, but take from them the 
Power of Oppreflion.” | 


Mr. Carew. 
8 1 R, 


The Amendment now offered is not; in my Opinion, 5 
unreaſonable or unequitable as to demand a warm and fire. 
nuous Oppoſition, nor ſo compleat as not to be ſubiect 9 
ſome Objections; Objections which; however, may be en 
fily removed, and which would perhaps have been obviated, 
had they been foreſeen by the Gentleman who propoſed it 

The Allowance; Sir, of ſmall Liquors propoſed, I can- 
not but think more than ſufficient j three Quarts a Day are 
ſurely more than the Demands of Nature make neceſſary, 


firm in the Soldiery, a Vice to Which they are already too 
much inclined, the Habit of Tipling. | 
The Inn-keeper, Sir, will be heavily burdened by the 
Obligation to ſupply the Soldiers with ſo many of the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life without Payment, and therefore it may be 
juſtly expected by him, that no Superfluities ſhould be en 
joyed at his Expence. 

But there remains another Objection, Sir, of far more 
Importance, and which muſt be removed before this Clauſe 
can be reaſonably paſſed into a Law. It is not declared, or 
rot with ſufficient Perſpicuity, that it is to be left to the 
Choice of the Inn-keeper, whether he will furniſh the Sol- 
dier with Proviſions at 4d. a Day, or with the Neceflaries 
enumerated in the Clauſe for nothing. If it is to be left o 
the Choice of the Soldier, the Victualler receives no Relief 
from the Amendment, to whoſe Option, ſince he mull ſuffer 
in either Caſe, it ought to be referred, becauſe he only can 
tell by which Method he ſhall ſuffer leaſt.“ 


Mr, 
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Mr. Velters Cornwall. 
S 1'8, | ; 1 
lt is not without the greateſt Diffidence that I riſe to op- Mr. Velters. 
ofe the Gentleman who offered the Amendment; for his A- Cornwall. 
ilities are ſo far ſuperior to mine, that I object without 
Hope of being able to ſupport my ObjeQion, and contend 
with an abſolute Certainty of being overcome. I know not 
whether it may be allowed tne to obſerve, that the Difference 
between our Faculties 1s with regard to Strength and Quick. 
neſs; the faine as between the Cyder of his Country and that 
of mine, Except that in one Part of the Parallel the Advan- 
tage is on our Side, and in the other on his. 
- + The Cyder, Sir, of our Country is one of our moſt valu- 
able Commodities, ſo much eſteemed in diſtant Places, that 
bur Merchants often ſell it by the Bottle, for more than the 
Soldier has to give for the Provifion of a Day, and of ſuch 
Strength, that. I, who am accuſtomed to the Tſe of it, never 
ivas able to drink three Quarts in any fingle Day. 
If therefore, Sir, the Soldier is to have three Quarts of 
this Cyder, when Small-Beer is not eaſily to be procured, 
not only the Inn-keeper, but the Army will be injured ; for 
what greater Hatm can be done to any Man, than to initiate 
him in a Habit of Intemperance ? And what Outrages and 
Inſolenties may not be expected from Men truited with 
Swords, and kept from Day to Day, and from Month to 
Month, in habitual Drunkennefs by a Decree of the Parlia- 
ment? | | 
Sir William Yohge. 
_* 5 "a RR YT, 
© I know not why the Gentleman has thought this a pro- . Ai 
per Opportunity for difplovien bs 6 the Praiie be 
of his owa Cyder. That he loves his own Country cannot 
be wondered, for no Paſſion is more univerſal, and few lels 
to be cenſured ; but lie is not to imagine that the Produce of 
his native Soil will be generally allowed to excel that of 0- 
ther Counties, becauſe early Habits have endeared it to him, 
and familia riſed it to his particular Palate. 
© The Natives of every Place prefer their own Fruits and 
their own Liquor, and therefore no Inference can be drawn 
from Approbation ſo apparently partial. From this Preju- 
dice I am far from ſuſpecting myſelf free, nor am defirous 
or induſtrious to overcome it: Neither am [ afraid of ex poſ- 
ing myſelf to all the Cenſore that ſo innocent a Prepoſlettion 
may bring upon me, by declaring, that, in my Opinion, the 
Cyder of my native Country is* of equal Exceilence with 
that which this Gentlemen has fo liberally extolled.“ 
Yor. VII. Ddd Mr, 


- 


Mr. Velters 
| Cornwall. 
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Mr. Velters Cornwall. 


S 1 R, 
« How little I e 


xpect Victory in this Controverſy I have 

already declared, and I need not obſerve of how ſmall Im. 
portance it is what Soil produces Cyder of the greateſt Ex. 
cellence and Value, fince if there be other Places where the 
Cyder is equally eſteemed, and purchaſed at the ſame Rate, 
it is yet more neceſſary to provide, by ſome Exception, that 
the Soldier ſhall not be entitled to demand, of the ViRuz]. 
ler, Liquor to more than thrice the Value of his Pay, nor 
be allowed to revel in continual Drunkenneſs, and to cor. 
rupt his Morals, and enervate his Limbs by inceſſant De. 
bauchery. 

© But ſince, Sir, the Preference due to the Cyder of my 
Country has been denied, in my Opinion, with great Pat. 
tiality and Injuftice, I think myſelf obliged, by all the Laws 
of Honour and Gratitude, to ſtand up once more to vindi- 
cate its Superiority, and aſſert its Value. 

„The Laws of Honour, Sir, require this from me, az 
they oblige every Man to ſtand forth a Vindicator of Merit 
ſlighted and oppreſſed ; and Gratitude calls loudly upon me 
to exert myſelf in the Protection of that to which I have 
been often indebted for a pleaſing Suſpenſe of Care, and a 
welcome Flow of Spirits and Gaiety. 

« The Cyder, Sir, which I am'now reſcuing from con. 
temptuous Compariſons has often exhilerated my ſocial Hours, 
enlivened the Freedom of Converſation, and improved the 
Tenderneſs of Friendſhip, and ſhall not therefore now want 
a Panegyriſt. It is one of thoſe few Subjects on which an 
Encom iait may expatiate without deviating from the Truth. 

„Would the honourable Gentleman, Sir, who has thus 
vilified this Wonder-working Nectar, but honour my Table 
with his Company, he would quickly be forced to rettact 
his Cenſures, and, as many of his Countrymen have done, 
confeſs that nothing equal to it is produced in any other Part 
of the Globe; nor will this Confeſſion be the Effect of his 
Regard to Politeneſs, but of his Adherence to Truth. 

« Of Liquor like this, Sir, two Quarts is undoubtedly 
ſufficient for a daily Allowance, in the Lieu of Small-beer, 
nor ovght even that to be determined by the Choice of the 
Soldier, but of the Inn-keeper, for whoſe Benefit this Clauſe 
is ſaid to be inſerted, and from whoſe Grievances I hope we 
ſhall not ſuffer our Attention to be diverted by any incidental 
Queſtions or ludicrous Diſputes.” ; 


Mr; 


ene ee 
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Mr. Gore. 


8 N : 


That the Allowance of two Quarts a Day is ſufficient» Ar. Core. 


and that to demand more is a wanton Indulgence of Appetite» 
is experimentally known, and therefore no more ought to 
be impoſed upon the Inn-keepers. 

« Nor is this, Sir, the only Part of the Clauſe that re- 
quires our Conſideration, for ſome of the other Particulars, to 
be provided by the Victualler, may eaſily furniſh perverſe 
Tempers with an Opportunity of wrangling : Vinegar is not 
tobe had in every Part of the Kingdom, and where it can- 
not be procured, ought not to be required ; for neither Rea- 

ſon nor Experience will inform us that Vinegar ought to be 
' rank'd among the Neceſſaries of Life." 


Sir William Yonge. 


S in, | | 
« By the Alteration now made in the Clauſe, the Inn- 


Burden which, in my Opinion, this A& has hitherto laid 
upon them; the Neceſſity of furniſhing the Soldiers quar- 
ter'd upon them with Proviſions at the ſtated Price, whatever 
might be the Scarcity of the Seaſon or of the Country. That 
this was the Intention of the AR, is aſſerted by thoſe whoſe 
Reputation and Promotion are ſufficient Evidences of their 
Ability in the Interpretation of our Laws. 

The Inn-keeper may now either accept or refuſe the li- 
mited Price, as it ſhall appear to him moſt conſiſtent with his 
Intereft; nor will there be for the future any Room for mur. 
muring at unreaſonable Demands, ſince he may oblige that 
Soldier, whom he cannot ſatisfy, to pleaſe himſelf better at 
his own Expence. 

The Choice of the Liquor is likewiſe wholly referred to 
the Inn-keeper ; for the Words in the Clauſe requiring, that 
he ſhall furniſh three Quarts of Small Beer, or Cyder, he com- 
plies indiſputably with the Law by ſupplying either ; and 
therefore the Value of Cyder in any particular Country is 
not of much Importance in the Queſtion before us; if Cyder 
be more valuable than Small- Beer, it may be withheld; if 
it be cheaper, it may be ſubſtituted in its Place; ſo that the 
Inn-keeper has nothing to conſult but his own Intereſt. 

That this is the meaning of the Clauſe, is, I ſuppoſe, 
obvious to every Man that hears it read, and therefore I ſee 
no Reaſon for any Alterations, becauſe I know not any 
Effect which they can poſſibly have, except that of obicuring 

the Senſe which is now too clear to be miſtaken.” 


Ddd 2 Sir 


\ 


keepers are effectually relieved from a great Part of the — 


Sir John XY 


Barnard. 


certainly follow, that there is no Neceſſity of farther In. 
_ ©:dations 3 for a Law, very eafily underſtood by thole why 
make it, may be obſcure to others who are leſs acquaint 
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Sir John Barnard. - 
SI Ry 


Though it ſhould be granted that the Clauſe before us 4 
int lligible to every Member of this Aſſembly, it will fc 


with our general Intention, leſs skilled in the Niceties of 
Language, or Jeſs accuſtomed to the Stile of Laws. 

It is to, be conſidered, that this Law will chiefly a4 
a Claſs of Men, very little inſtructed in Literature, and ve 
unable to draw Inferences; Men, to whom we often find it 
veceſlary in common Caſes to uſe Explanations, and familizr 
Illuſtrations, and of whom it may not be unreaſonably ſuſpected, 
that the ſame Want of Education, which makes them igno. 
rant, may make them petulant, and at once incline them to 
wrangle, and deprive them of the Means of deciding their 
Controverſies. 95 : 

« That both Inn-holders and Soldiers are, for the greateſ 
Part, of this Rank and Temper, I ſuppoſe, Sir, every Gentle- 
man knows from daily Obſervation, and therefore it will, [ 
hope, be thought neceſſary to deſcend to their Underltand- 
ings, and to give them Laws in Terms of which they will 
know the meaning; we ſhall otherwiſe more conſult the lu. 
tereſt of the Lawyers than the Inn-holders; and only by one 
Alteration produce a Neceſſity of another. 

« I am cherefore defirous, Sir, that all the Difficulties, 
which have been mentioned by every Gentleman on this Oc. 


caſion, ſhould be removed by clear, familiar, and determinate ar. 
Expreſſions; for what they have found difficult, may eafily 
be to an Inn- holder or Soldier abſolutely inexplicable, th 


I cannot but declare, while I am ſpeaking on this Subject, 
that, in my Opinion, two'Quarts of Liquor will be a ſof 
cient Allowance. If we conſider the Demands of Nature, 
more cannot þe required ; if 'we examine the Expence of the 
Inn-holder, he ought not to ſupply Soldiers with a greater 
Quantity: for nothing. It is to be remembered, that Small. 
beer, like other Liquors, is charged with an Exciſe in Public 
Houſes, and that two Quarts will probably coſt the Landlord 
a Penny; and as we cannot ſuppoſe, that Fire, Candles, Vine- 
gar, Salt, Pepper, and the Uie of the Utenſils; and Lodging, 
can be furniſh'd for leſs than Three-pence a Day, every Sol- 
dier that is quarter'd upon a Public Houſe, may be conſider'd 
as a Tax of fix Pounds a Year: A heavy Burthen! which 
lurely ought not to be aggravated by unneceſſary 8 
8 ne . 


ad oo. w_ _a Wh 
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The Committee having gone thro' the Bill, and ſettled the 
Amendments, the Chairman was ordered to make his Re: 


port the next Day. ; ö 


Accordingly the ſaid Report was then read, and the A- 
mendments to the Clauſes in Debate, which then ran thus; 


That the Officers and Soldiers to be quartered and bil- 
eted as aforeſaid, ſhalt be received, and furniſhed with Diet 
and Small-Beer by the Owners of the Inns, Livery-Stables, 
Ale-Houſes, Victualling Houſes, &c. paying and allowing 
ſor the ſame the ſeveral Rates mentioned. | 

Provided, That in caſe the Inn-holder, on whom any 
Non-commiſhon Officers or Soldiers ſhall be quartered by 
virtue of this Act, (except on a March) ſhall be deſirous to 
furniſh ſuch Officers or Soldiers with Candles, Vinegar, and 
Salt, and with either Small- Beer or Cyder, not exceeding 
three Quarts for each Man a Day, gratis, and to allow them 
the Uſe of Fire, and the neceſſary Utenſils for dreſſing and 
eating their Meat, and ſhall give Notice of ſuch his Defire 
to the commanding Officers, and ſhall furniſh and allow 
them the ſame accordingly ; then, and in ſuch Caſe, the 
Non-commiſlion Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered ſhall pro- 
vide their own Victuals, and the Officer to whom it belongs 
to receive, or that does actually receive the Pay and Subſiſ- 
tence of ſuch Non commiſſion Officers and Soldiers, ſhall 
pay the ſeveral Sums, payable out of the Subſiſtence- Money 
for Diet and Small-Beer, to the Non- commiſſion Officers 
and Soldiers as aforeſaid, and not to the Inn- holder, or other 
| Perſon on whom ſuch Non-commiſſion Officers or Soldiers 

are quartered, 


The Queſtion being put, whether this Clauſe ſhould ſtand 
thus, Mr. Carew ſpoke to this Effect; 


S1 R, 


of our preſent Situation oblige us to ſupport a more nume- 
rous Army in former Years, ſurely no Argument can be 
drawn from them that can ſhew the Neceſſity of a profuſe 
Allowance to our Soldiers, or of gratifying their Defires by 
the Oppreſſion of the 'Inn-holders. Forty 4 
If, Sir, the Deſigns of our Enemies are ſo malicious, 
and their Pawer ſo formidable, as to demand Augmentations 
of our Troops, and Additions to our natural Securities, they 
ought ſurely to impreſs upon us the Neceſſity of frugal Mea- 
ſures, that no uſeleſs Burdens may be impoſed upon the 


People, ; 
people. 


© Tho! it may perhaps be allowed, that the Circumſtances Mr. Carex. 
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Sir William 
Y onge. 
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To furniſh two Quarts of Beer, Sir, every Day for 10. 
thing, is undoubtedly an Impoſition ſufficiently grievous, ag 
I can therefore, diſcover no Reaſon for which an Alloy. 
ance of three ſhould be eſtabliſhed ; a Propoſal injuriow w 
the Victualler, becauſe it exacts more than he can afford u 


allow ; and of no Benefit to the Soldier, becauſe it offers hin S 
more than he can want," 11 
x Sir William Yonge. ing th1 

S1n, * 
LI it is an Inſtance of Miſconduct to ſpend upon fogle 
Affair more Time than the Importance of it deſerves, I am 1 
afraid that the Clauſe to which our Attention is now recalled pence 
may expoſe us to Cenſure, and that we may be charged with ſame: 
neglecting weighty Controverſies, and national Queſtions, to is no 
debate upon Trifles ; of waſting our Spirits upon Subject crate 
unworthy of Contention ; of defeating the Expectations of to Cc 
= Public, and diverting our Enemies rather than oppoſing G 

m. 
But, Sir, as nothing has a more immediate Tendency to 

the Security of the Nation than a proper Eſtabliſhment of ' 
our Forces, and the Regulation of their Quarters, is one of nur 
the moſt neceſſary and difficult Parts of the Eſtabliſhment, it Opi 
is requiſite that we think no Queſtion of this kind too trivial Pay 
for our Conſideration, ſince very dangerous Diſturbances Ace 
have often been produced by petty Diſputes. his 


© The Quantity, Sir, of Small-Beer to be allowed by the 
Victualler to thoſe Soldiers who ſhall provide their own Vic- 


tuals, was diſputed Yeſterday, and, as I thought, agreed wh 
upon; but ſince this Spirit is revived, I muſt take the Op- ket 
portunity to declare that we ought not to aſſign leſs than three bri 
Quarts a Day to each Man; for it is to be remembered by no 
thoſe who eſtimate the Demands by their own, how much 
their way of Life is different from that of a common Sol- fol 
dier, and how little he can be charged with Wantonneſs and Li 
S ſor drinking more ſmall Liquor than them- 0 
ves. | a 
* There are few Members of this Houſe, who do not, 0j 
more than once a Day, drink Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, or d 
| ſome other cooling and diluting Infuſion ; Delicacies which [ 


| rhe Soldier cannot purchaſe, to which he is entirely a Stran- 


ger, and of which the Place muſt be ſupplied by ſome other 


If, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe cloſe Attention to the 
Intereſt of the Inn-holder has perhaps abſtracted them, in 
ſome Degree, from any Regard to the Neceſſities of a Sol- 
dier, will conſent to allow him five Pints a Day, I ſhall — 

: te 


cheap and wholſome Liquors. f 
8 
| 
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end no longer; for tho' I cannot agree that it is a ſufficient 
Proviſion, yet, as other Gentlemen _—_ able to judge in 
this Subject with myſelf, are of a different Opinion, I ſhall 
bew my Regard for their Sentiments, by deſiſting from Op- 
poſition. * 

Lord Baltimore, 

S ux, | | 

I am not able to diſcover any Neceſſity of compromiſ- 
ing this Debate, by taking the Mean between the two diffe- 
tent Opinions, or for denying to the Soldiers What every 
Labourer or Serving: man would murmur to be refuſed for a 
fiogle Day. 

I believe, Sir, every Gentleman who examines the Ex- 

of his Family, will find that each of his Servants con- 

ſumes daily at leaſt three Quarts of Small- Beer, and ſurely it 
is not to be required that a Soldier ſhould live in a perpetual 
State of War with his Conſtitution, and a conſtant Inability 
to comply with the Calls of Nature.” 


General Handy fide. 
81, 


Lord 
Baltimore 


„The Inclination ſhewn by ſeveral Gentlemen for a pe- General 
nurious and ſcanty Proviſion for the Soldier, muſt, in my Handyſide 


Opinion, proceed from an inattentive Confideration of his 
Pay, and will therefore be removed by laying before them an 
Account of his Condition, and comparing his daily Pay with 
his daily Expences. | 

« The whole Pay of a Foot Soldier, Sir, is 6d. a Day, of 
which he is to pay 4d. to his Landlord for his Diet, or, 
what is very nearly the ſame, to carry 4d. daily to the Mar- 
ket, for which how ſmall a Supply of Proviſions he can 
bring to his Quarters, eſpecially in Time of Scarcity, I need 
not mention, 

There remain then only Two-pence, Sir, to be diſtributed 
for Things not immediately neceſſary for the Preſervation of 
Life, but which no Man can want without being deſpicable 
to others, and burthenſome to himſelf, Two pence a Day is 
all that a Soldier has to lay out upon Cleanlineſs and Decen- 
cy, and with which he is likewiſe to keep his Arms in Or- 
der, and to ſupply himſelf with ſome Part of his Cloathing. 
If, Sir, after theſe Deductions, he can from Two-pence a Day 
mer himſelf the Means of enjoying a few Moments in the 

ear with his Companions over a Cup of Ale, is not his 
OEconomy much more to be envied than his Luxury? Or 
can it be charged upon him that he enjoys more than his 
Share of the Felicity of Life? Is he to be burdened with 
new Expences leſt he ſhould hoard ap the public Money, 


ſtop 


Mr. Campbell. 


ſtop the Circulation of 
with T wo-pence a Day ? | 

I have been fo long acquain 
Character, that I will adventure toſecure him from the Char 
of Avarice, and to promiſe that whatever he {Hall poſſeſz x; 
neceſſary to Life, he will enjoy to the Advantage of tj 
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Landlord.” 
Mr. Campbell. 
SIR, 


I conceive the Bill which we are now conſidering, Sir, 
not as a perpetual and ſtanding Law, to be inter- woven with 
our Conttitution, or added to the Principles of our Govern. 
ment, but as a temporary Eſtabliſhment for the preſent Yer; 
an Expedient to be laid aſide when our Affairs ceaſe to require 
it ; an experimental Eſſay of a new Practice, which may be 


I am far from intending to oppoſe this Propoſal of fut 
Pints, though, upon a rigorous Examination, it might appear 
more than the mere Wants of Nature require; for I canng 
but declare that this Queſtion has too long engaged the 4; 
tention of the Houſe, and that the Repreleutatives of a 
mighty Nation, beſet with Enemies, and encumbered with 
Difficulties, ſeem to forget their Importance and their Dig: 
pity, by wrangling from Day to Day upon a Pint of Smal. 

F. 


changed or continued according to its Sueceſs. 


* Toallow, Sir, five Pints of Small beer a Day to our Sal. 


Coin, and turn Broker or Us... 


ted, Sir, with the Solty, 


diers for a ſingle Year can produce no formidable Iuconveni. 
encies, and may, though it ſhould not be entirely approved, 


be of leſs Diſadvanta 
ther Day. 


ge to the Public than the Waſte of ano. 


An Alteration was made to Five Pints inſtead of three 
Quarts; and the Bill, thus amended, was ordered to be en- 
groſſed ; and a few Days afterwards being read a third time 
was paſſed, and ordered to the Lords, 


Dzu Ar E on the SEAMENS BII t. 


The Clauſe being read, That the Juſtices of Peace ſhall, 
Proper Application, iſſue out Warrants to the Conliz- 


apon 


bles, 


to ſearch by Day or Night, for all ſuch Seamen ct 


ſeafaring Men as ſhall withdraw or conceal themſelves with: 
in their reſpective Juriſdictions, and for this Porpoſe to make 
a general Search, in which it ſhall be lawfal for them to er- 
ter any Houſe, where they ſhall ſuſpect ſuch Seamen to be 
concealed, and if Entrance be not readily admitted them, 

w force open the Doors of ſuch Houſe, in order to make 
+ ſuch Search..—And that whoever ſhall preſume to harbour 


or conceal any ſuch Seamen, or wilfully do any thi 


hinder or fruſtrate the Search, for every ſuch Offence 


Rat 


(here 


[here t. 


mittee. 
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(here the Puniſhment was to have been filled up by the Com- 
mittee.) | 


Lord Gage ſtood up and ſpoke to the following Effect. 
Mr. Speaker. 
SIR, 


« I cannot fit in this Place, and hear ſuch a Clauſe read, Lord Gage. 
without declating myſelf againſt it; becauſe I think it abſo- 
lately inconſiſtent with the Liberties of my Country. An 
Engliſhman's Houſe has always been ſaid to be his Caſtle : 
No Man is to enter into it without his Leave, anleſs there be 
z ſtrong Suſpicion of his having been guilty of ſome very 
atrocious Crime, and that Suſpicion declared upon Oath by 
ſome Witneſſes of good Credit. But by this Clauſe, the 
Houſe of every Man in England is to be laid open, both by 
Day and by Night, to all the petty Conſtables in his Neigh- 
bourhood If ſuch a Clauſe ſhould paſs into a Law, can any 
Man in England be ſaid to be free? Can any Man's Property 
be ſaid to be ſafe ; eſpecially when we confider the Character 
of many of thoſe who ſerve the Office of Conſtable for Hire? * 

This, Sir, would be of ſuch dangerous Conſequence to 
the Properties as well as the Liberties of the Sugject, that no 
Neceſſity can juſtify our paſſing ſuch a Law; and the only 
Argument I have heard made ule of in its Favour, is rather, . 
in my Opinion, an Argument againſt it. When this Bill 
was firſt brought in, we were told, as an Argument for it, 
that there was ſuch a Law paſſed in the 5th Year of Queen 
Anne; but as that Law ſubſiſted for a Year only, and as it 
was neither continued nor revived, it is to me a convincing 
Proof, that the Law was found inconvenient and dangerous, 
or that it was found not to an wer the Purpoſe intended, and 
— I am againſt trying the Experiment a ſecond 

ime.” 


Sir Charles Wager, 


SIR, | | 

As it is hardly poſſible to contrive any Law for the pub- S Charles 
lic Service. that may not ſeem inconvenient to private Men ; Wager. 
and as in ſuch a numerous Aſſembly, there muit be a great 
Variety of Sentiments, I expected, when this Bill was firſt 
brought in, to hear it oppoled, eſpecially by thoſe Gentle- 
men who happen at preient to have no Share in our Admini- 
ſtration; becauſe they are not ſenſible of the Diflicu'ties that 
are to be met with in providing for the public Service, even 
after the Parliament has granted the Sums neceſſary for that 
Purpoſe ; to which I muſt add, that they are geuerally but 


E e e to 
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too jealous of the Liberties of the Subject, which makes them 


take the Alarm at every Thing that looks like an Extenſion 

of the Powers of our Government, however neceſſary that 

Extenſion may be for the Eaſe or Safety of the People. 
This, Sir, is the Caſe at preſent. Every Gentleman 


muſt grant, that his Majeſty's Navy ought to be mann'd; be. 


cauſe without Men it can be of no Service to the Nation; but 
as the Law now ſtands, our Government labours under inſu- 
perable Difficulties in providing a ſufficient Number of Ses. 


men for the Service of the Navy. They have tried Preſſigg: 


They have tried Embargoes : They have tried every Me. 
thod the Law admits of, without Succeſs ; and I do not at all 
wonder at it; for when a Seamen expects 3/. a Month in the 
Merchant Service, I do not wonder at his endeavouring to 
avoid being preſſed into his Majeſty's Service, where he has 
but a little more than 20s, He does this by abſconding and 
concealing himſelf till he finds an Opportunity for entering 
into the Merchant Service, and therefore thoſe now employ. 
ed in our Government find it abſolutely neceſſary for them 
to have a Power to ſearch for. and apprehend ſuch Seamen, 
either by Night or by Day, and to break open Doors, if Ad. 
mittance ſhould be denied to the Civil Officer. 

This Power, *tis true, Sir, if it were to be made a bad 
Uſe of, might, like all other Powers, prove troubleſome and 
inconvenient to the Subject; but whilſt it is properly uſed, 
it can be inconvenient to none but thoſe who conceal Seamen 
in their Houſes, or at leaſt to ſuch as give Suſpicion of their 
doing fo, which can never be the Caſe of any Man of Rank 
or Figure in the Kingdom ; and in modelling this Clauſe, all 
poſſible Care has, I think, been taken to prevent this Pow- 
er's being made an improper or bad Uſe of; for the Juſtices 
of Peace, before they can order a Search for Seamen, mult 
have an Authority from the Admiralty, and after they have 
this Authority, they are to iflue their Orders, not to a Preſs- 
Gang, or Officer of the Navy, but to the Conſtables, who 
are always ſuch as live in the Neighbourhood, and being well 
known, might eaſily be proſecuted and puniſhed, ſhould they 
any way miſbehave in the Execution of their Office. 

I cannot therefore, Sir, form to myſelf any Apprehen- 
ſion, or imagine the leaſt Danger from our paſſing this Claule 
into a Law. A Man's Houſe will ſtill be his Caſtle : Should 
this Clauſe paſs into a Law, no Man's Houſe could be forced 
open, unleſs he is guilty of a Crime, or has by ſome Miſcon- 


duct given Cauſe to ſuſpect his being guilty. I ſay guilty of 


2 Crime, Sir; for, I think, it is a very great Cauſe in any 


Man to withdraw himſelf from the Service of his Country, 


when the Safety, perhaps. the very Being of his Country - 
3 pends 
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pends upon his Service; and therefore I muſt think it a 
Crime of a very henious Nature in thoſe who conceal Sea- 
men ſo withdrawing from the Service of the Crown: The 
lic Safety as much requires, and, in my Opinion, they 
as much deſerve to be expoſed to the Danger of having their 
Houſes ſearched, or their Doors forced open, as thoſe that 
harbour Thieves, or conceal ſtolen Goods; and tbo' the Pow- 
er of ſearching the Houſes of ſuch Criminals, or ſuſpected 
Criminals, and breaking open their Doors in Caſe of Non- 
admittance, has been eftabliſhed for Ages, yet it has never 
been found inconvenient to innocent Men, or dangerous to 
the Liberties of the Subject. 
I believe, Sir, no Gentleman will ſuppoſe that thoſe who 
were employed in our Adminiſtration, in the 5th Year of the 
late Queen, had any Defigns againſt the Liberties of their 
Country. I believe, it will be generally admitted, they had 
as great a Regard for both the Liberties and Properties of their 
Fellow Subjects, as any Adminiſtration ever had, yet they 
contrived and got paſſed ſuch a Law as is now propoſed. 
This ſhews, it was not then thought, that ſuch a Law would be 
of dangerous Conſequence to the Properties, or an Encroach- 
ment upon the Liberties of the Subject; and if that Law 
was not continued or revived, it was not becauſe of any In- 
convenience found in it, but becauſe there was no Occaſion 
for continuing or reviving it. There can never be any Occa- 
fion for ſuch a Law, but at, or ſoon after the Beginning of a 
War, nor when we are engaged with an Enemy poſſeſſed of 
a very great naval Force ; and as the naval Power of France 
had been ſo much broke in the Beginning of that War, that 
they durſt never afterwards face us at Sea, we had no Occa- 
hon for cantinuing or reviving this Law at any Time after 
the Year 1706. | 
The Caſe, Sir, may now be the ſame : If we paſs the Law 
now propoſed, it will be of great and immediate Service with 
regard to the Manning his Majeſty's Navy ; and if we ſhould 
make it to ſubſiſt but for a Year, there may probably be no 
Occaſion for continuing it; or, if there ſhould, we may con- 
tinue it but from Year to Year, till the Occaſion we have for 
it ceaſes ; ſo that I can apprehend no Danger from our paſ- 
ling it in the Form it ſtands at preſent, and as I can think of 
no other Method for manning the Ships we have now in 
Commiſſion, I muſt therefore be for the Clauſe, and as It is 
- neceſſary at this immediate Juncture, I hope it will be paſſed 
into a Law.” | 


Sir John Barnard. 
in, 


* The Nature and Conſequences of the Clauſe now under Sir John Bar- 
CS Ee e 2 our nard. 
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our Conſideration, were ſo fully explained upon the ſecond 
Reading of this Bill, that I ſhould not have given you any Tra, 
ble upon this Occaſion, but as ſeveral Arguments were then 
thrown dut, by way of Anſwer to the Objections I had made 
to the Bill, to which I had not then an Opportunity to make 
any Reply; I ſhall now beg Leave to ſhew the Weakneſ;( 
thoſe Arguments, and to inforce the Objections I then made, 
which to me appear the ſtronger, the more I conſider the 
Nature of this Bill; eſpecially when I compare it with the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, and conſider the Uſe that may 
be made of it by a Miniſter, who reſolves to have no Jullice 
of Peace in any Country, but ſuch as will yield a biind Obe. 
dience to his Orders. BORE, 6 N 
We were told, Sir, that private Intereſt muſt always give 
way to the public; that the Manning of the Royal Navy i; 
a public Concern of the greateſt Conſequence, and that there. 
fore every private Intereſt muſt be ſacrificed to it when it be- 
comes ablolutely neceſſary todo ſo. I would gladly afk theſe 
Gentlemen, if they think the Trade of the Nation a public 
Concern ? What Gentlemen may do who have lucrative Pls 
or Employments under the Crown I do not know; but I am 
ſure, if our landed Gentlemen do not look upon Trade as a 
public Intereſt, they will very ſoon find their private Intereſt 
very much diminiſhed, and in ſome Places almoſt entirely an. 
nihilated. It is from our Trade, Sir, we have our Riches, 
dur Power, our Navy, and our Seamen ; and therefore, if we 
ſhould loſe our Trade, either by Neglect, or by ſubjecting it 
to inſufferable Hardſhips, we ſhould have no Occaſion for 
ſuch a Law as is now propoſed; for we ſhould neither have 
. Seamen, nor Ships to put Seamen on board of. Our Trade 
has already ſuffered very conſiderably by the Methocs we 
have taken for manning our Navy, and by this Bill you will 
put an End to the very Breed of our Seamen ; for no Man 
will go to Sea, or breed himſelf up a Sailor, when he confi 
ders, that, by the Laws of his Country, he thereby becomes lia- 
ble to be preſſed, whenever a Miniſter ſhall take it in his 
Head to fit out a Squadron, either for Shew or Service, and 
that if he conceals himſelf, he is to be hunted after as if he 
were a common Felon. | 
Another Argument made uſe of in Favour of the Bill 
was, that there are a great Number of Sailors lurking up and 
down the Country, and that there are at leaſt 6000 now em- 
plſoyed in our Coaſting Trade. As to the Sailors that are 
Jurking in the Country, and unwilling to enter either into the 
Merchant Service, or the Service of the Navy, I wiſh they 
could be apprehended, if they cannot be tempted by the Re- 
ward offered by this Bill, to enter into his Majeſty's Service; 
| 04. 
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but I do not believe there is any great Number of them; and, 
| am ſure, no Gentleman of this Houſe can with good Rea- 
{on affirm there is; for if he could, he muſt then know where- 
about they are to be met with, and in that Caſe he would 
certainly give the Government Notice of it, to the End they 
might be apprehended and ſent on board the Navy. That 
thereare a great Number of Seamen lurking in the Coun- 
try | therefore take to be a vague Aſſertion, made uſe of in 
Favour of this Bill, without any ſolid Foundation; and the 
other Aſſertion of there being at leaſt 6000 Seamen employ- 
ed in our Coaſting Trade is, I am convinced, Without the 
leaſt Foundation. I do not believe, Sir, there is a fourth 
Part of the Number, able-bodied, expert Seamen, employed 
in our Coalting Trade; for beſides the Maſter, our Coaſting 
Veſſels ſeldom have above one or two ſuch Seamen on board, 
the reſt of the Crew being made up of old Seamen above 55 
Years of Age, young Seamen under 18, Apprentices to the 
Maſter, and Landmen that were never perhaps before at Sea; 
and as no Coaſting Veſſel can ſafely venture to Sea, without 
one or two able-bodied, expert Seamen on board, beſide the 
Maſter, if you ſhould take from them ſuch as are now em- 
ployed in that Trade, you would put an entire Stop to it at 
once, the Conſequences of which would ſoon become terrible, 
eſpecially here at London, where the People are under a Ne- 
ceflity of having a continual Supply from almoſt every Cor- 
ner of the Kingdom. . 

I] am therefore convinced, Sir, ſhould this Clauſe be paſ- 
ſed into a Law, that its Authors and Advocates would find 
themſelves very much miſtaken as to its Effect. It might, 
perhaps, force ſome of our beſt Seamen into foreign Service, 
eipecially ſuch as have been employed in the Eaſt-India 
Trade, but I cannot think it would add any great Number 
to the Navy ; and I am the more convinced of this, from 
what I have heard as to the Effect of that Bill which was paſ- 
ſed into a Law in the gth of the late Queen, and which was 
of the ſame Nature with this; for I have been informed, 
that, by Means of that Bill, they at that Time got but a ſmall 
Number of Seamen, which was the Reaſon of its not having 
been continued. As that Miniſtry had, I believe, as great a 
Regard for the Liberties and Properties of their Fellow Sub- 
jects as any Miniſter can have, this was with them a prevailing 
Argument for not inſiſting upon the Law's being continued; 

t we are not to expect the like Condeſcenſion from every 
Miniſter, and as it is much eaſier to prevent a Bill's being paſſed 
into a Law, than to prevent the Law's being continued, I ſhall 
always be againſt truſting Miniſters, even with a temporary 
Law, which I think dangerous to our Conſtitution, however 

| ; plauſible 
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' plauſable the Pretences may be that are made uſe of in h 
Favour. This, I fay, ſhall always be my general Reſoh. 
tion; but upon the preſent Occaſion I have a particular Ra 
ſon for adhering to this Reſolution, for when a Law ny 
ſerve for Purpoles that are not declared, as well as for thot 
that are, and when it has by Experience been found ineſſe. 
tual for the declared Purpoſes, I have, I think, Reaſon han * 
ſuſpect, that the Deſign of renewing it is in order to turn 
to thoſe Purpoſes that are not declared, | 

As for the other Argument made uſe of in Favour of 
this Bill, which was that of our being at preſent under a Ne. 
ceſſity of paſſing ſome ſuch Bill, it will, from what I hay 
ſaid already, appear without any Foundation; for if the Bil 
be ineffectual, if it has by Experience been found to be inefte. 
tual for the Purpoſes declared to be intended by it, ſurely the 
Nation can be under no Neceſſity for having it pq ſſed into: 
Law. I ſhall grant, that for other Purpoles which are no 
declared, which never will be declared, it would be very ef. 
tectual. It might, if paſſed into a Law, be made effect 
for plaguing and harrafling thoſe who ſhould not fhew Com- 
Plaiſance enough to our Juſtices of the Peace, or to their$u. 
periors, our Miniſters ; but if there be any amongſt us that 
ſecretly intend to turn the Law to ſuch Purpoſes, I am ſure, 
every other Gentleman in the Houſe, as well as the Nationin 
genera], has great Reaſon to prevent the Bill's being paſſed 
into a Law. | 
For my own part, Sir, I do not know what Neceſity 
we may be under at preſent ; but this I know, that there are 
many Degrees of Neceſſity, and I hope we are not yet come 
to the laſt; for there are ſeveral other Methods may be 
thought of, beſides that now propoſed. We may pals a Bill 
for ſuſpending the Navigation Act, and for encouraging 
foreign Seamen to enter intoour Merchants or Government's 
Service: We may receive a great Number of Landmen on 
board every Ship of War; for it has always been admitted, 
that one Third expert Seamen is ſufficient for navigating the 
Ship, and Landmen may in a few Days be made as fit for 
fighting her, as if they were expert Seamen. If this Method 
were taken, our Admiralty might appoint proper Perſons to 
proportion the Number of Seamen and Landmen on board 
each Ship of War, which would be a great Relief to the Mer. 
chant Service; and if, from the Beginning of this War, ſuch 
a Method had been followed, we ſhould not now have been 
under any Diftreſs for want of Seamen, nor would our Trade 
have been brought under ſuch Difficulties, as it labours under 
at preſent. After ſuch a long Trad of peaceable Times, and 
the many Diſcouragements our Seamen had met with at home, 
11 
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t might eaſily have been foreſeen, that there would be a 
great ScarCity of Seamen at the firſt breaking out of a War ; 
and therefore the Gentlemen of our Admiralty ought to have 
begun with taking all the able-bodied Landmen they could 
poſſibly engage to enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service, and at 
the ame Time they ſhould take Care, that no Captain of a 
Man of War ſhould carry out a greater Number of Seamen, 
than was barely ſufficient for navigating his Ship, and that 
the beſt-ſeaſoned Seamen ſhould be put on board thoſe Ships 
that were deſigned for the Weſt Indies. 

+ But inſtead of puriuing theſe Meaſures, we have, almoſt 
in every Step, purſued the direct contrary, by which we have 
brought ourſelves under the Neceſſity complained of; and 
now to relieve us from this Neceſſity, of the ſeveral Methods 
that may be thought of, that alone is propoſed, which tends 
molt to increaſe the Power of the Miniſter, and is conſequent- 
ly of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of the 
People. This, Sir, is a pretty extraordinary Method of pro- 
ceeding, but I am no Way ſurprized at it, becauſe it is a Me- 
thod of proceeding, which of late Years has been practiſed 
upon ſeveral former Occaſions ; and therefore I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the oftner we ſee it practiſed, the more ſuſpici- 
ous we ought to be of thoſe who practiſe it, the more we ought 
to be upon our Guard againſt all Additions to the Power of 
the Crown, eſpecially ſuch as can ſerve only to enſlave us. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, it is a very heinous Crime in a Man 
to withdraw himſelf from the public Service, when he thinks 
his Service may be of Uſe to his Couutry, and when it is bis 
Turn to go upon that Service ; but in this Country there are 
two Circumſtances, which render a Seaman's abſconding not 
altogether ſo criminal, as it would otherwiſe be, When a 
Seaman is to enter, or to be preſſed on board our Navy, he 
is not ſure whether ke is to go to ſerve his Country, or to be 
made a Raree-Shew of, either upon our own or upon ſome 
foreign Coaſt : This Doubt hath ariſen from our Conduct for 
almoſt twenty Years paſt, and from the many uſeleſs Squa- 
drons we have fitted out; and whilſt a Seaman is in this 
Doubt, I cannot think it any Crime in him to withdraw 
himſelf from the public Service, The other Circumſtance 
is, our Cuſtom of preſſing Seamen out of Ships homeward- 
bound from a long Voyage, and of turning them over from 
one Man of War to another, often without giving them a 
Day to ſee their Friends, or to refreſh themſelves aſhore ; ſo 
that no Care is, nor indeed has ever been taken, to give Sea- 
men their Turn of Service in the Navy, which is a very rea- 
ſonable Excuſe for our Seam ens abſconding and withdrawing 
themſelves from the public Service, and is à Grievance, _ 
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ſome way or other ought to be remedied as ſoon as poſſible 
but ſurely this Grievance may be removed without putting 
it in the Power of a petty Conſtable to harraſs and oppryj 
the beſt Gentleman, or even the greateſt Lord in his Neigb. 
bourhood, which would be the Caſe, if this Clauſe ſhoy!4 


paſs into a Law, as will appear to every Gentleman, why 


impartially conſiders the Words of the Clauſe. 

The Juſtices of Peace, it is true, Sir, muſt have an Au. 
thority from the Admiralty, before they can ifſue their Or. 
ders for a general Search for Seamen, and the Conſtables myg 
have their Orders from the Juſtices, before they can go upon 
that Search; but thoſe Orders are not to ſpecify the Houſe 
they are to ſearch : The Orders are to be general ; and when 
a petty Conſtable is provided with ſuch a general Order, ang 
a Preſs- Gang proper for his Purpoſe, whatever it may be, my 
not he infiſt upon ſearching the Houſe of any Gentleman, ot 
any Nobleman ih the Neighbourhood ? May not he break 
open the Gates and the Doors of the Houſe, if the Servants 
ſhould refuſe to give him Admittance upon the firſt Word of 
Command? This, Sir, is ſuch an unlimited Power, and iz 
lodged in a Perſon of ſuch a low Character, that I am (ur. 
Prized how it could enter into any Miniſter's Head to think, 
that a Britiſh Parliament would approve of it. I am ſure, | 
ſhall moſt heartly give it my Negative, and I hope, even the 
Gentlemen who brought in the Bill, will agree to leave out 
this Clauſe, when they conſider ſeriouſly the Conſequences 
it may be attended with.” 


Sir William Yonge, 
Sin, 


By the Complaints within Doors, and the Clamours 
without, it would ſeem as if People thought, that War might 
be carried on without expoſing our Trade to the leaſt Incon- 
venience or Danger, which every conſiderate and impartial 
Man muſt allow to be impoſſible. L hat of drawing a great 
Number of Seamen out of the Merchant Service, and conſe- 

uently raiſing Seamens Wages in that Service, is one of thoſe 
ts Aaron that cannot be avoided at the Beginning of 
a War, eſpecially after a long Tra& of peace-bie Times; 
and as thoſe entruſted with the Adminiſtration of our public 
Affairs cannot engage Seamen to enter into the King's Service, 
by increaſing their Wages, they muſt have recourſe to Preſ- 
ſing, in which no regular Method can be obſerved ; for when 
the Service requires it, they muſt preis all they can find, 
without regard to their having been for a long or a ſhort 
Time at Sea, before their being preſſed into the King's Ser- 


vice. 
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« The only two Methods I have ever heard of for prevent- 
ing theſe Inconveniencies, are, to keep a great Number of 
Seamen, even in Time of Peace, in continual Pay, and ta 
have a general Regiſter for our Seamen, If we had kept 20 
or 30,000 Seamen in continual Pay and continual Service, 
during the many Years we have been in profound Peace, we 
ſhould now have no Occaſion to draw any great Number a- 
way from our Trade; but this would have, {even Years ago, 
been exclaimed againſt, as putting the Nation to an Expence 
that was both unneceſſary and dangerous: And if we 
had yearly fitted and ſent out a powerful Squadron, for no 
other Reaſon but to exerciſe our Seamen, and prevent their 
forgetting their Trade, it would have been ridiculed, and cal- 
led making a Raree-Shew of our Squadron and Seamen. 

« Then, Sir, as to a Regiſter for Seamen, it is certain, that 
ifthe Government had an Account of all the Seamen in the 
Britiſh Dominions, and could call upon ſuch of them as they 
pleaſed, to come in and ſerve on board the Royal Navy, the 
Admiralty would never have Occaſion to iſſue any Preſs» War- 
rants, nor to force any Seaman to ſerve out of his Turn, or 
longer than his Turn. There would then be no Occaſion to 
preſs Men out of a Merchant Ship juſt returned from a long 
Voyage, nor for turning over a Crew from one Man of War 
to another, But this of a Regiſter too, we are told, would 
be dangerous to our Conſtitution, and would make Slaves of 
our Seamen. Thus, Sir, ſome Gentlemen are daily com- 
plaining of the Hardſhips to which our Trade and our Sea- 
men are expoſed, and yet they will neither propoſe, nor agree 
to any of the Methods that are propoſed for preventing its 
being neceſſary to fubject our Trade and our Seamen to thoſe 
Hardſhips. To defend our own Coaſts in time of War, we 
muſt have Squadrons at Sea, or ready to put to Sea; to pro- 
tet our Trade, we muſt have a great Number of Cruiſers 
and Convoys at Sea ; to attack or annoy the Enemy, we muſt 
ſend powerfal Squadrons upon their Coaſts. If any of theſe 
Services were neglected, thoſe that are not in our Govern- 
ment would exclaim againſt thoſe that are, and they would 
have Reaſon to exclaim ; when thoſe that are in our Govern- 
ment make uſe of the only Means they have in their Power 
for ſupplying thoſe Services, the Gentlemen that happen not 
to be concerned in our Government complain of their Con- 
duct, and ſay, they unneceſſarily harraſs our Trade, and op- 
preſs our Seamen; and when thoſe that are in our Govern- 
ment propoſe the eſtabliſhing of other Methods for ſuppl y- 
ing thoſe Services, thoſe that are not in our Government 
take the Alarm and ſay, they are going to overturn our 


Conſtitution. 
Fff Theſe 
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© Theſe, Sir, are the Circumſtances we now ſeem to be in 
Theſe are the Circumſtances we have been long in; an} 
whilil we are in theſe Circumſtances, we can never expect y 
to be eaſy at home, or to make a Figure abroad; therefor, 
I wiſh Gentlemen wou'd lay afide their Jealouſies and Fear, 
and concur heartily and ſincerely in a] Meaſures that {een 
to be neceſſary for enabling us to act with Vigour in on 
national Capacity. Every Man defires to have the public 
Service per formed: Every Man defires to have the pubic 
Wants ſupplied ; but few are willing to contribute their dye 
Share either of Labour or Expence: The Government mu 
be inveſted with ſuch Powers as are neceflary for compelling 
thoſe that are unwilling : If it is not, you can never expect 


act with Vigour in Time of War, nor to be at quiet in Time 1 
of Peace. You ought not therefore to be jealous of giving Law 
fuch Powers to your Government: You ought only to be unde 


' watchful leſt any of thoſe Powers ſhould be made a bad U have 
of; and whilſt our Judges below do their Duty, no Power the | 


granted by Parliament can be made a bad or an oppreſive cell 
Ulſe of with Impunity. When there is a legal Remedy, the Maj 
Injured wi!l certainly take Advantage of it; and if there and 
ſhould be no legal Remedy, if the Criminal ſhould be too high WW Fay 
or too cunning for our Judges to reach him, the Parliament for 1 
may come in Aid, and will always be able to give the injured _ 
Subject a ſufficient Redreſs, againſt the higheſt or moſt cun P a 
ning Oppreſſor. nit! 
« For this Reaſon, Sir, J cannot think there is any Dat. cha 
ger that the Conſtables, who are to execute the Powers pro- ſha] 
oſed to be eſtabliſhed by this Clauſe, will ever make a bad non 
ie of them, or ſearch any Houſe without ſome reaſonable Shi 
Suſpicion of Seamen being kept concealed in it; but if i _ 
ſhould be thought, that an unlimited Power in this reſpect i Lat 
too great to be lodged either in the Juſtices of the Peace, or all 
in their Under-Officers the Conſtables, you may reſtrain their uc 
Power by an Amendment to the Clauſe: Vou may amend it the 
ſo as that neither the Juſtices nor the Conſtables can ſearch 150 
any Houſe without an Affidavit, that ſome abſconding Seamen on 
are ſuppoſed to be concealed in the Houſe. This, I think, dh 
will obviate all the Objections that have been made to the an 
Claule, as it now ſtands; and the eſtabliſhing of ſuch a Lav thi 
may very probably put an End, in a ſhort Time, both to Prel- 5 
fing »nd Searching; for, if it were once made im poſſible for ta 
Seamen to avoid being preſſed by abſconding, and ſuch a Re- . = 
ward was offered as is by this Bill propoted, to all ſuch 3s A 
ſhou'd enter themſelves voluntarily into his Majeſty's Service, * 


every Seaman in the Kingdom would, upon the firſt Proclamation, 
voluntarily offer himſelf, in order to be entitled to the ar 
Wally 
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ward, if he were accepted of, or to a Protection if he were 
not. By this Means our Government would always have 
Plenty and Choice of Seamen at its Command, which would 
putan End to Preſſing as well as Searching ; and the Com- 
miſſioners of our Admiralty would then have it in their 
Power to give every Seaman his Turn of Service in the Na- 
yy: They would then have no Occaſion to force any Man 
out of his Turn, nor to deſire him to continue longer in tne 
Navy than his Turn; and conſequently they could never ve 
under a Neceſſity to preſs Seamen out of a Merchant Ship 
homeward-bound from a long Voyage, nor to turn a Crew 
over from one Man of War to another; 

* Tam therefore, Sir, ſupprized to hear it ſaid, that this 
Law would bring our Seamen into any Sort of Slavery, or 
under the leaſt Inconvenience; for, in my Opinion, it would 
have a quite contrary Effect: It would relieve them from all 
the Hardſhips they now labour under, by making it unne- 
ceſſary for our Government to force any of them into his 
Majeſty's Service, or to keep them there, out of their Turn ; 
and if we ſhould, even in Time of Peace, keep in continual 
Pay but half as many Seamen as we can probaby have uſe 
for in Time of War, which, now we have ſeen the Inconve- 
nience of not doing ſo, will, I hope, be reſolved on, when 
Peace 1s reſtored, we could then carry on any future War, 
without drawing ſuch a Number o Scamen from the Mer- 
chant's Service as might any way embarraſs our Trade; for I 
ſhall grant, that a certain Number of Landmen, in Propor- 
tion to the Number of Seamen, may be taken on board every 
Ship of War; but I am far from thinking that the Prupor- 
tion of Landmen ſhould be fo great as two Thirds. A few 
Landmen may, 'tis true, aſſiſt in fighting the Ship; but from 
all I could ever learn, and I have been curious in th.s Par- 
ticular, an expert Seaman is better even for fighting the Sh!p 
than the beſt-trained Landmen you can put on board; and it 
is to the great Number of Seamen we uiually have on boa d 
our Ships of War, that our Ships are ſuperior to any foreign 
Ships of the ſame Rate. Our Neighbours generally put 
more Men on board our Ships than we do, but as moſt of 
their Men are Landmen, and molt of ours are Seamen, we 
work our Ships and manage our Guns more dexterouſly than 
they do, which always gives us the Advantage in an E ga ge- 
ment; and tho? their Landmen are often trained Soldiers, 
yet it is generally found, we do more Execution even with 
their ſmall Arms than they can. 

* I therefore hope, Sir, we ſhall always hereafter put our- 
ſelves to a little extraordinary Expence in Time of Peace, ra- 
ther than give up this Superiority which has often been of 
Fff2 | . great 
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t Benefit to us, and from which we have reaped ſo much 
lory 3 and as we had not done fo during the laſt Pez, 
and was therefore in great Want of Seamen at the Beginny 
of the War, I muſt think, it was better to diſtreſs our nde 
a little, rather than expoſe our Ships to be taken, and ou | 
naval Reputation to be loſt, by putting too many Landne pedie! 
on board any of our Ships of War, eſpecially thoſe ſent to (je {ib 
Weſt-Indies. Ihe Climate in that Country is known tg be 
ſo obnoxious to our Landmen, and our Ships are ſo far diſtant 
from any freſh Supply, that we could not venture to put any 
Number of Landmen on board; and it is to this chiefly 
that we ought to impute the preſent great Scarcity of Sea. 
men; for in this Part of the World we have now aboye 
-26,000 Seamen in his Majeſty's Service, beſides the great 
Numbers that are gone thither to ſerve on board Privateer, 
We could not at the beginning put any Proportion of Land. 
men on. board the Ships defigned for that Service, and much 
leis can we do it now ; and with regard to the Ships at home 
which are now in Commiſſion, I believe, we mult content 
ourſelves with having one Third expert Seamen on board 
each of them, and muit therefore proportion our Seamen a. 
mong them as well as we can. 

This, Sir, is a Neceſſity we are drove to, which, I muſt 
ſay, I am ſorry for, becauſe I think it a dangerous Neceſlty ; 
for how ſoon we may be obliged to ſend a great Number of 
theſe Ships to Sea no one can tell. I do not pretend to be 
let into any Secrets of State, or any of the ſecret [Intelligence 
we have from abroad; but I may take Notice of what | have 
la tely ſeen in a News-Paper, which ſaid, that twelve French 
M en of War from Breſt were to join the Spaniſh Squadron 
now fitting out at Cadiz. If this be true, we mult imme- 
diateiy ſend out a very powerful Squadron, to obſerve the 
Motions of theſe united Squadrons, and if our Squadrons 
ſhould think it neceſſary to engage, I am afraid, our Ships, 
with two Thirds Landmen that had never been at Sea before, 
would not make ſuch a Figure in an Engagement, as they 
have formerly been uſed to do: If our Squadron ſhould be de- 
feated, and ſeveral of our Ships loſt, thoſe who are now com- 
plaining of our not having taken Landmen on board, would 
then, perhaps, change their Note, and complain as heavily 
of our ha ving tarniſhed our Glory, loſt our Ships, and ex- 
poſed the Nation to be invaded, by taking too many Land- 
men on bo ard, and that we had done better to put a Stop to 
our Trade for a Month or two, than to have expoſed out- 

ſel ves to ſuch Diſgrace, ſach Loſs, and ſuch Danger. 
The Gen tlemen who have the Honour of being at the 
Head of our Admiralty are, therefore, in the right, Sir, to 


try 
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try all Expedients rather than expoſe themſelves to ſuch 
Complaints: The Expedient now propoſed they cannot try 
without the Authority of Parliament : If that Authority be 
refuſed, now they have aſked it, they will in ſo far be juſtified, 
let the Conſequences be what they will. Whether this Ex- 
jent would be effectual no Man can tell, becauſe it is im- 
fible to know what Numbers of Seamen are now lurking 
dp and down the Country, or what Numbers of able-bodied 
expert Scamen are now employed in our Coaſting Trade. 
As to the former, we have Reaſon to believe, that there are 
great Numbers of them, becauſe no Merchant Ship is ever at 
a Loſs for Seamen, if ſhe can but get a Protection. Thoſe 
called the Crimps know where the Seamen may be ſent to, 
and when the Maſter of a Trading Veſſel wants ſuch a Num- 
ber, that they are ready at a Call ; but their Crimps take 
Care not to let the Government or any Preſs-Gang know 
where they are to be met with. 

Then, Sir, as to the Number of able-bodied expert Sea- 
men now employed in the Coafting Trade, tho' I believe it 
to be much greater than the Honourable Gentleman repre- 
ſents, yet, I am convinced, it is not near ſo great as uſual in 
Time of Peace, not becauſe there are not many ſuch Seamen 
now in the Kingdom, but becauſe moſt of thoſe that are fit 
for his Majeſty's Service, and conſequently liable to be preſſed, 
now refuſe to be employed at Sea, and have retired up into 
the Country, where they live by ſome Employment at Land, 

or upon the Credit they have from their Crimps or their old 

Maſters, who know they can reimbruſe themſelves with good 

Intereſt out of the firſt Wages the Seuman receives, when a 

ſafe Opportunity offers, for his being employed at the pre- 

ſent high Wages in the Coaſting 'Irade or Merchant Ser- 

vice, 
« For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I believe the Expedient now 
propoſed would have a very great Effect, towards relieving 
us from our preſent Diſtreis; and as I cannot think the 
Clauſe, with the Amendment I have propoſed, could have 
any bad Conſequence, I ſhall therefore be for its being paſ- 
ſed into a Law.” | 


E. 


SIR, 

When I look round me, I am ſurprized to find this Bill 
meet with ſo much Oppoſition. I believe we are all true- 
born Engliſhmen, I ſhou!d have ſaid true Britons, in this 
Houſe; and therefore I hope the Bill at laſt will meet with a 
general Approbation ; for if there was a Frenchman or a 
Spaniard amongſt us, I am perſuaded, he would be 1 

| | tne 
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either the Spaniards or the French would in a Twelve-month's 
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the Bill, eſpeci-lly the Clauie now under our Confideratic 
He would frighten us with Slavery, and I do not know what, Miſtak 


in order to prevent our agreeing to ſuch a neceſſary and uſe. js very 
ful Regulation, This, | am perſuaded, would be the Cee, and E.: 
had we any ſuch Men amengſt us; and this of itſelf is with Statiot 
me a ſufficient Reaſon for agreeing to what is propoſed. Enem' 
'F, 8 * ſhail g 
Clime 

SIR, 
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I little ſuſpected that the Oppoſers of this Clauſe ſhoull 
be accuſed of being Frenchmen or Spaniards. It is becauſ: 
I am neither a Frenchman or Spaniard, nor a prote ſſed or 
ſecret Friend to either, that I am againſt this Clauſe. I an 
a true-born Engliſhman, and as ſuch I have a ſincere Regard 
for the Liberties and Properties of my Countrymen z there- 
fore I muſt be againit a Clauſe which will render both pre. 
carious. I hope, I ſhall always be againſt ſuch Expedients, 
even tho' I ſhould thereby ſacrifice ſome priyate Intereſt or 
View of my own. If we had a Frenchman or Spaniard a- 
mongſt us, that underſtood any thing of Trade and Naviga. 
tion, I am convinced, he would be a hearty Advocate for 
this Regulation : At leaſt I ſhould have a very bad Opinion, 
either of his Judgment and Foreſight, or his Attachment to 
his native Country, if he were not. If a Spaniard of good 
Underſtanding were amongſt us, he would certainly be for 
the Clauſe, becauſe it would force many of our Seamen into 
the Service of Spain. If Cardinal Fleury were a Member of 
this Houſe, I am ſure he would be for it; becauſe he would 
foreſee, that, in a ſhort Time, it would give his Country a Su- 
periority over us at Sea, by forcing moſt of the Seamen we 
now have into foreign Service, and preventing any Engliſh- 
man's breeding himſe f to the Sea for the future. But, I hope, 
the Cardinal has no I: fluence over any Member, far leſs over 
a Majority of the Houſe, and therefore, I hope to ſee the 
Clauſe rejected with Diſdain. 

If we are under any Diſtreſs, Sir, for want of Seamen, 
we have brought it upon ourſelves, by not encouraging 
Landmen to enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service at the begin - 
ning of the War, by refuſing many that were offered, and by 
raiſing Marching-Regiments, under the ſpecious Name of 
Marines, before we had half-manned our Navy. At the be- 
ginning of the War we could not ſo much as apprehend, that 


Time be in a Condition to face our Squadrons any where at 
Seaz we might therefore have taken as many Landmen as 
we pleaſed on board our Navy, at the Beginning of the War, 
becauſe in a Twelve-month's Time many of them —_ have 

come 
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become expert Seamen, and all would have become fit for 
ſome {ort of Service on board our Men of War. It is a 
Miſtake to ſuppoſe, that the Sea-Climate in the Weſt-Indies 
is very obnoxious to our Landmen, if they are kept in Action 
and Exerciſe ; But when our Ships are kept loitering in one 
Station, with Inſtructions not to attempt any thing againſt the 
Enemy, as they were at the Baſtimento's ; in that Caſe, I 
ſhail grant the Weit-Indian Climate would be obnoxious, any 
Climate would be oonoxious, to Men kept confined on board 
aShip in ſuch an idie, ſpiritieſs and vexat ous 8 tu:tion; and 
it would be obnoxious to our Seamen as well as Landmen, 
as we found by fata Experience in the Place I have men- 
tioned. But at the beginning of this War, I hope no Squa- 
drons were intended to be ſent to the Weſt-Indies with ſuch 
Inſtructions ; therefore, if 2 great Number of young, vigo- 
rous Landmen had been ſent out, I believe they would have 
kept their Healths as well as our Seamen have done, and 
moſt of them would have been Maſters of their Buſineſs, be- 
fore they could have met with any thing like Oppoſition at 
Sea 


For this Reaſon, Sir, if we are now in any Diſtreſs for 
want of Seamen, I muſt impute it wholly to the wrong 
Meaſures we took at the beginning of the War; but ſuppoſe 
it to be partly owing o our not having kept a greater Num- 
ber of Seamen in Pay during Peace, who are they that are to 
blame for this want of Foreſight? I am ſurprized to hear 
ſuch a Complaint mentioned by the Advocates for this Mo- 
tion: Have not they or their Friends had the modelling of 
the public Expence for almoſt theſe twenty Years? Did they 
ever propoſe a Number of Seamen for any one Year, that 
was not agreed to by Parliament? Have not they been often 
blamed for reducing the Number of Seamen, in order to 
keep up an unneceſſary, dangerous, and oppreſſive Number 
of Land Forces? The Truth is, they have all along ſeemed 
to be more afraid of the People, than of the People's foreign 
Enemies; and tberetore they neglected and reduced that Body 
of Men, which is moſt proper for defending us againſt foreign 
Enemies, in order to keep up and increaſe that Body of Men, 
which was molt proper for defending them againſt the Peo- 
ple. 

Thus, Sir, let us conſider our preſent Diſtreſs in what 
Light we will, we muſt ſee, that it was intirely owing tothe 
bad Conduct of thoſe, who re the Advocates for this Claule ; 
and the wrong Ule they have made of the Powers they were 
poſſeſſed of, is, I think, no very good Argument for entruſt- 
ing them with more. However, Sir, as I am for puſhing 
this War with the utmoſt Vigour, I ſhould be for the Clauſe 

propoſed, 
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propoſed, if I thought it could any way contribute 

relieving us from the Diſtreſs we are ſaid to be in; but as] 

think it would plunge us into farther and greater Ds. 
culties, by driving into foreign Service many of our Seame 

we now have amongſt us, and as I think it would be of ti, 

moſt dangerous Conſquence, both to the Liberty and Property 
of every Man in the Kingdom, I muſt therefore be agzint 
it.“ 


Mr. Pulteney. 


SIR, 

Mr. Pulteney. « T did not think to have roſe up ſo ſoon in this Debate; 
but I find you are like to perplex yourſelves with amendin 
a Clauſe that cannot be amended, and therefore I Hard uy 
to prevent, if I can, your giving yourſelves this unneceſſuy 
Trouble. Sir, amend it what way you will, it will bez 
Clauſe, which no Engliſhman can agree to. I ſhould ng; 
look upon a Man as an Engliſhman, that would agree to (ub. 
je& himſelf to ſuch a ſlaviſh Power; to have his Houſe ex. 
poſed to a petty Conſtable and a Preſs Gang at all Hours of 
the Night, is what no Gentleman that puts any Value either 
upon his Liberty or his Property will ſubmit to. I havethe 
Honour, Sir, to repreſent the County of Middleſex, where 
there are many rich Freeholders ; there are Juſtices of Peace 
too ; theſe have done me many ill Offices, and have attempt- 
ed to do me many more ; for we know whoſe Tools moſt of 
them are. But I depend upon the Freeholders, and whiel 
preſerve their Eſteem, I ſhall deſpiſe the Juſtices. 

Do Gentlemen think, Sir, that I wil! expoſe my own 
Houſe, or the Houſe of any Freeholder in England, to be 
broke open at the Pleaſure of an inſignificant Two-penny 
Juſtice of Peace, prompted by his own Malice or Refent- 
ment, or directed by the revenge'ul Temper of a Miniſter? A 
Gentleman may have 500. or 1000/. in Bank Notes in his 
Houſe; theſe, Sir, have no Ear-Mark : The Gentleman 
may not, perhaps, have taken the Number: If theſe ſhould 

taken away, how could he recover them ? He could 
not, perhaps, prove that he had any ſuch in his Houſe ; if he 
could, whom could he ſue ? Would it be poſlible to fix the 
taking of them upon any one Man of the Party? But if this 
could be done, would not a low Fellow of a Conſtab e, or per- 
haps one of the Preſs-Gang, make his Eſcape, as ſoon as he 
had got Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Sum of Money? Thus, it wou'd 
be impoſſible for the Owner to recover his Property, or to 
Puniſh the Man that had robbed him. An Affidavit could be 
no Security againſt this Danger; they that will ſieal, will 
ſwear : Suppoſing the. Juſtice to be no Party in the thieviſh 
. Conſpiracy, 
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Conſpiracy, which I am far from reckoning impoſlible, a 
pet'y Conſtable, any common Fellew who knew ] had ſuch 14 
Sum of Money in my Houſe, might go before a juſtice and 5 
ſwear, that I had Seamen conceaied in my Houſe: The 
Juſtice muſt, by this Clauſe, grant his Warrant ; he is requi- 
red ſo to do: The Conſtable muſt make the Search; and the Ws 
Afidavit- Man comes along with him, as one of the Prefs- i 
Gang, perhaps when I and molt of my Servants are gone {Ky 
to v.ſfit a Neighbour, and whilil the other Servants are at- 14 
tending to open the Doors of every Creek and Corner io the 1 
Conſtable, the Affidavit- Man may very probably fird an Op- 
portunity to break open my S:ruitore, and take away my 
Money. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, our Properties were ſafe, or could be 
made fafe, againſt ſuch a Claule as this, would any Gentle. ' 
man tamely ſubmit to have his Houſe ſearched, and himſelf 
and his Family diſturb'd, every Night for two or three 
Months together? Yet this might be the Caſe, if a Miniſter, 
or the Tool of a Miniſter, ſhouſd conceive a Pique againſt 
him for oppoſing them at any Election. We know how caſy 
it is for Miniſters to find Affid vit-Men, and no Court in 
England could give the Gent'eman any Redreſs, becaule the 
Search was every Night made according to the expreſs Di- 
reQtiozs of an Act of Parliament. Even the Parliament it- 
ſelf could not give him Redteſs, if the Parties concerned in 
the Conſpiracy ſtood firm by one arother: I ſay, Sir, even 
the Parliament itſelf could give no Redrels, without exercifing 
a more arbitrary Power, than I ſhall ever wiſh to tee exercifed 
by any Parliament in England; for no Man could ſay, the 
Affidavit- Man had taken a falſe Oath, wnen he ſwore he 
had Reaſon to ſuſpect, that Seamen would be that Night | 
concealed in ſuch a Houſe ; nor could the Parliament puniſh Lf 
the Juſtice or the Conſtable, for doing what the Law requi- 
red them to do. In ſhort, Sir, this C!:uſe is fo full fraught 
with Oppreſſion, and fo dangerous to the Liberty, the Pro- 4 
perty, and the Quiet of every Man in England, not concerned \ 
in the executive Part of our Goverrment, that I muſt think 4 
the Contrivers of it have a Fancy, that they and their Poſte- 11 
ty in Sœcula Seculorum are to be the Miniſters and Magi 90 
rates of Great Britain. | 

* An honourable Gentleman, Sir, who argued for this 45 
Clauſe, as he had done for many others of the tame Nature, * 
has been pleaſed to favour us with his Advice, to lay aſide . 
our Jealoufies and Fears, and entruſt our Miniſters with all 
luch Powers, as they ſhall call neceſſiry for enabling us to 
ect with Vigour in our national Capacity. This, Sir, is di- 
realy the Fable of the Fox and the Geeſe ; but 1 hope wy 


Gge 
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ſhall not be ſuch Geeſe, as to take his Advice. Let our Mini. 
{ters aim at no extraordinary and dangerous Powers, and, ['| 
anſwer for it, the People will entertain no Jealouſies ; but 
when a Miniſter has, during the whole Courle of a long 44. 
miniſtration, been aiming at ſuch Powers, and has obtained 
more than ever any Miniſter did, it is no Wonder to ſee Jea. 
louſies and Fears ariſing among the People: It is rather to 
be wonder'd at, that thoſe Jealouſies are not more violent and 
more general than they are. We have of late Years ha 
many dangerous penal Laws enacted ; Laws which ſeen 
calculated rather for oppreſſing the Innocent, than puniſhing 
the Guilty. The late Smuggling- Act is a moſt terrible Lay 
of this Nature. I travel often into a County well known t 
an honourable Gentleman near me; when I am there, I often 
walk about with a Gun upon my Shoulder, and with two 
or three Servants or Companions armed in the ſame Man- 
ner: Upon ſuch Occaſions, I confeſs, I am in ſome Pain, 
leſt I ſhould be taken up for a Smuggler; I know I might 
be taken up as ſuch, by Authority of the Law, becauſe ! 
happen to be travelling with Arms, and within five Miles of 
the Sea Coaſt, or of ſome navigable River : Nay, I know] 
might be condemned and tranſported as ſuch, in Caſe one of 
my Servants ſhould happen, without my Knowledge, to have 
a Parcel of Tea or Lace in his Pocket, which a Friend of his 
had defired him to carry to a Neighbour in the Country, 
It is true, Sir, no bad Uſe has as yet been made of tha: 
Law; but when we are conſidering whether or no a Govern- 
ment be arbitrary, we are not to enquire what they do, bu: 
what they may do; for whatever they may do, they will do, 
when they have neceſſary Occaſion for it. The King of 
France had an Army,and conſequently a Power to compel 
his Parliament to regiſter his Edicts, long before he attempt. 
ed it. The Parliament of Paris had formerly a Negative in 
the Paſſing of Laws, as well as we in this Houle have; they 
ſtill pretend to the Right, but now they dare not exerciſe it; 
and by Means of our Armies and our penal Laws, this Houle 
may ſoon be brought into the ſame Circumſtances: The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney General, or the 
Secretary at War, may bring us a Bill, ready cut and dry d, 
from his Majeſty, and tell us, the King commands us to pals 
it. This Houle, as it is compoſed at preſent, would, I know, 
diſdain to obey any ſuch Command; but by oppreſling out 
Elections, by means of penal Laws, a Miniſter may get ſuch 
a Houſe choſen, as would refuſe nothing the Crown could 
deſire, and in that Caſe, I'm afraid, the Nation would find 
but little Relief in the other Houſe. Sir, to a& with Vigour 
in our national Capacity, we have no Occafion to entruſt > 
| Miniſter 
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Miniſters with any extraordinary Powers, or with a Multi- 
tude of perl Laws. The Nation has often ated with Vi- 
gour before theſe Powers were granted; it has never acted 
with Vigour ſince they were granted; nor can it, I believe, 
ever act with Vigour till many of them are repealed. New 
and extraordinary Powers, and a Multiplicity of penal Laws, 
render the People jealous, uneaſy, and diſcontented with their 
Government; and whilſt the People are ſo, however vigo- 
rouſly our Miniſters may act, in oppreſſing the People at 
home, and preventing their being able to do themſelves Juſ- 


tice, it will not be in their Power to act with Vigour abroad, 


or againſt a foreign Enemy: Therefore, the entruſting of 
our Miniſters with new and extraordinary Powers, inſtead of 
enabling us, will render it impoſſible for us to act with Vi- 
gour 1n our national Capacity. | 

An honourable Gentleman propheſied to us, Sir, that 
our paſſing this Clauſe into a Law would prevent our Govern- 
ment's being under any Neceſſity, either to prets, or to ſearch 
for Seamen ; becauſe, if our Seamen ſhou!d fee, that they 
could not, by abſconding, avoid being preſſed into his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, they would all come and enter voluntary. 
Sir, it is not the firſt Time that honourzble Gentleman and 


his Friends have appeared to be miſtaken in their Prophe- 


cies ; if they had not, we ſhould have been engaged in no ſuch 
War as the preſent; and, I believe, they never found them- 
ſelves more out in a Prophecy, than they will find themſelves 
in this. Our paſſing this Clauſe into a Law, I ſhall grant, 
may put an end both to prefling and fearching for Seamen ; 
not becauſe our Government will be under no Neceſſity for 
doing fo, but becauſe it will be in vain for them to do ſo; for 
Jam convinced, it would in a ſhort Time hunt every Seaman 
we have out of the Kingdom ; and if we had no Seamen left, 
it would be needleſs for our Government to ſearch for them, 
and jt would be impoſſible to preſs, when there is no Man to 
be preſſed, 

Our Seamen, Sir, are already expoſed to greater Hard- 
ſhips than our Landmen are: The latter are never preſſed 
into the Army, but cajoled and bribed into the Service; the 
former are preſſed into the Navy on every triſſing Occaſion. 
Im ſure, I may fay ſo from our Conduct of late; for 
though we have of late had many a hot Preſs for Seamen, 
they have never been ſent upon any Expedition, where they 
could gain Glory or Riches, either to themſelves or their 
Country. If to their former Hardſhips we add this now 
Propoſed, they will all leave us; for a Britiſh Sailor will al- 
ways be a welcome Gueſt to any Power in Europe. It is 
impoſſible, Sir, to amend this Clauſe ſo, as to make it good; 

G g g 2 therefore, 
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therefore, do not let us be wire-drawn by Amendments ing 


the Paſling of a Clauſe which, amend it as you will, moſſ de. tent! 
ſtroy the very End for which it is ſaid to be intended: It i preſſ 
directly the Cucumber; pare it, lice it, ſqueeze it, put why relie 
Ingredients you will to it, yet ſtill it will be fit for nothing in 1 
but being thrown out at Window.” 7 
G. 

SIR, 6 
G. As Jam deſcended of a Family that has never been 0. ſubl 
ficient in their Duty to their Country, and has, upon forme; {hol 
Occafions, taken Arms ir Defence of its Liberties and Pri. or! 
le ges, i houid be ſorry if J degenerated ſo much from the ord 
Virtue of my Auceliors, as to approve of any Regulation that tal! 
might be o dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of ny inc 
Country; but I am ſo far from looking upon the Regulation ren 
now propoſed in this Light, that, I think, not only our Li. ye 
berties but our independency as a free Nation will be inthe ani 
utmoſt Danger, if it is not agrecd to; for if our Government Pe 
is not enabled to defend us againit foreign Attacks, we ſhall lle 
certain ſy oe conquer ed by the firlt Nation that is bold enough I« 
to in vade us. a 
* I have examined the Clauſe, and attended to the Debate, m 
] hope, wn p+rtiatly, an I mult confeſs, Icon ſee none of thole if 
d.ngerous Conſequences that have been ſuggeſted by thoe F 
5 who have ſpoke againſt the Ciauſe : Our Appreherfions F 
ought all, I think, to be upon the other Side of the Quel- ta 
tion; for if we do nor expoſe our Houſes to the Danger b 

of being ſearched for abſconding Seamen by our own Magi 
ſtrates and Officers, they will be expoſed to the Danger cf ſ 
being plundered by invading Spaniards or Frenchmen. We a 
may preſcribe Limits to the tormer : We may puniſh them if t 
they exceed thoſe Limits; but the latter we can neither l. t 
mit nor puniſh ; and ſurely the Danger of being plundered ] 
is of much greater Contequence than the Danger of being ] 


ſearched, ; 

. © I wiſh Gentlemen would judge more candidly of one ar. 
other's Behaviour: I am afraid, Sir, there are ſome among! 
us who judge from Envy and Reſentment. Such Paſiiows 

will always create Jealouſies and Fears, and ſuggeſt Appre- 
henſions for which there is not the leaſt Foundation. Ve 

ought to behave like Chriſtians towards one another ; it we 

did, we ſhould never judge raſhly of the Thoughts or Actions 

of other Men; but would behave with Meekneſs, Humility, 

and Forbearance, which are ſo neceſſary ſor the Preſervation 

of Society,.and for keeping up a friendly Intercourſe among 

Men. As I ſhall always endeavour to follow this Precept, | 

cannot 
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cannot ſuſpe& thoſe who propoſed this Clauſe of any bad In- 
tention, and if it ſhould hereafter give Rite to any ſort of Op- 
preſſion, it may eaſily be amended or repealed; therefore to 
relieve us from the preſent Neceſſity, and to prevent the like 
in Time to come, it ought, I think, to be approved of. 


H. * 
S 1 R, 


« It is ſomething ſurpriſing, that this Nation ſhould have 
ſubſitied free and independent for ſo many Ages, and yet 
ſhou'd now be in ſuch Danger of being conquered by France 
or Spain, that we mult enable our Miniſters to conquer us, in 


order to prevent our being conquered by Foreigners. Is not 


this, Sir, ne moriaris, mori? It may preſerve, it may even 
increaſe the Independency of our Miniſters, becauſe it will 
render them independent of the Peopie, which they ought 
never to be; but it will deſtroy the Liberties of the People; 
and as we fit here chiefly to preterve the Liberties of the 
People again ſt the Encroachments and Uiurpations of Mini- 
flers, how could we anſwer it to our Couſtituents? To mine 
I cou'd ſay nothing, but only that I had made myſelf as great 
a Slave as I had made them: To them, and I believe to 
moſt others in England, it would be no Excuſe to lay, that 
if we had not done fo, we ſhould all have been conquered by 
France or Spain; for whatever our Miniſters and their 
Friends may pre:end, I am ſure, the People of Great Bri- 
tain are under no Apptehenſions of their being conquered 

by either of theſe two Powers. | 
Every one knows, Sir, that the Freedom of our Con. 
ſtitution conſiſts principally in the Freedom of our Elections; 
and the Freedom of our Elections conſiſts in its not being in 
the Power of a Miniſter, or any great Man, to hurt an Elec- 
tor, on Account of his voting contrary to his Orders at any 
Election. Would this be the Caſe, if this Clauſe ſhould be 
paſſed into a Law ? Might not a Miniſter, or his Tools the 
Juſtices of Peace, harraſs a ſtubborn EleQor out of his Life, 
or at leaſt out of his Buſineſs, by {ending a Conſtable and a 
Preſs.Gang every Night, or every other Night, to ſearch 
his Houſe for abſconding Seamen ? The Interpoſition of an 
Affidavit would no way mend the Matter; for wuen there 
1s no Danger of incurring the Penalties of Perjury, as there 
could be none in this Caſe, an Afﬀidavit is eaſily obtain'd, 
eſpecially when the Affidavit-Man is ſure of being protected, 
as well as rewarded by a Miniſter of State. We know 
what Ufe has be:n made of the Power of quartering Sol- 
diers upon Public-houſes ; we know that Innkeepers, and 
even Boroughs, have ſometimes been made to ſuffer by that 
Means, 
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Means, for their having diſobliged miniſterial Orders at b. 
lections: This, I am convinced, has been done; it may agin 
be done, without any Poſſibility of its being proved; be. 
cauſe the Act is legal, the Crime conſiſts ſingly in the Inter. 
tion, which People may ſuſpect, but cannot prove. This gg 
ſearching would be attended with the ſame Convenience tg, 
Miniſters and their Tools, and the Effect would be much en. 
tenſive; becauſe quartering of Soldiers is confined to Pub. 
lic-houſes ; but this of ſearching for Seamen is to be extend. 
ed to all Sorts of Houſes, even to the Houſes of the beſt No. 
blemen in the Kingdom. 

For my Part, Sir, ſhould we agree to this Clauſe, I cin 
have no Notion that the other Houſe will: We may, if ue 
pleaſe, lay our own Houſes open, at all Hours of the Night, 
to petty Conitables and Preſs Gangs ; but I cannot think the 
Lords will lay their Houſes open at ſuch Times, or to {ach 
Viſitations. They will certainly except the Houſes of 2 
Peers and Pcerefles ; and if the Bill ſhould be returned toys 
with ſuch an Exception, would you paſs it into a Law? Ian 
therefore of Opinion, that if this Clauſe ſtands in the Bill, i 
will occaſion the Loſs of the Whole; and as I am forthe 
firſt Clauſe, which enables the Government to give a Rew:rd 
of 5 /. to every Seaman that ſhall voluntarily enter into his 
Nlajeſty's Service, I mult therefore be againſt a Clauſe which, 
I think, will occaſion the Loſs of the whole Bill. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, I were aſſured, that the other Houſe 
would be as complaiſant to our Miniſters, as ſome in this {-em 
ro be, the Clauſe is in itſelf of a Nature ſo dangerous to our 
Conſtitution, that I muſt be againſt it: lr gives ſuch an ex- 
tenſive Power to Juſtices of Peace and their Conſtables, 28 13 
repugnant to the Spirit of our Law, and inconſiſtent with 
our Conſtitution, Our Juſtices of the Peace are generally 
too apt to favour the C.uſe of the Crown, rather than that 
of the Subject: Nay, many of them are but too apt to be- 
come the mere Tools of a M nilter, and to make uſe of all 
the Powers they are inveſted with according to his Direc- 
tions. And ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe ; ſuppole they were 
all inclined to favour the Subject, and Enemies to all man- 
ner of Oppreſſion; in this Caſe they cannot prevent it, where 
2 Miniſter inclines to oppreſs : Even with the Amendment 
propoſed they cannot prevent it. They muſt give the Oath 
to the Perſon that comes to inform ; they muſt thereupon 
grant their Warrant for ſearching the Houſe informed againl!; 
and the Conſtable muſt execute the Warrant, even tho' both 
were fully convinced of the Falſhood of the Affidavit, and 
that it was ſworn to with a Deſign to oppreſs, or in order to 
ſatisfy the Malice and Revenge of a Miniſter, er perhaps that 
of the Informer himſelf. 1 ſhall 
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« I ſhall admit, Sir, that the Government has a Right to 
the Service of every Seaman, when the Safety of their Coun. 
ry requires their Service; and I know it has been the Prac- 
ice to preſs Seamen upon ſuch Occaſions : Whether the Prac- 
tice be eſtabliſned by Law, I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
termine; but ſo far I may ſay, that the Method of Preſſing 
ought never to be practiſed, except when the Nation is in the 
moſt imminent Danger. On ſuch Occaſions the King has, I 
know, a ſort of dictatorial Power, and therefore may preis 
Men either for the Land or Sea Service; for Ido not think 
there is by Law any real Difference between the two; and 


therefore I mult think it both againſt Law and Reaſon to 


preſs Seamen on every trifling Occaſion, as has been the Prac- 
tice of late Years ; for from the Year 1718 to the breaking 
out of the War, I do notthink there was ever any jult Occa- 
fon for a Preſs, and yet we have had ſeveral within that Pe- 
riod. Upon great Occaſions indeed, and when the public 
Safety abſoluteſy requires it, the Government has a Right to 
the Service of every Seaman in the Kingdom, till his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy be fully ſupplied ; and then I will allow, that 
every Seaman in the Kingdom, who abſconds, is criminal ; 
but ſurely we are not to take away the Liberty of the Subject 
in general, for the fake of bringing them to their Duty,” 


J. a 0 


SIN. 

* Tho' I cannot pretend to no more than to reſume or 
er large upon ſome of the Arguments that have already been 
mentioned in this Debate ; yet, as it is a Matter of ſuch 
Conſequence, I think it my Duty to give you my Sentiments 
upon the Subject; and as the Arguments for and againſt this 
Clauſe may be ranked under two Heads, thoſe that relate to 
the Benefits that may ariſe from its being palled into a Law, 
and thoſe that relate to the Dangers and Inconveniencies we 
may be expoſed to by cur agreeing or diſagreeing to this 
Clauſe, I ſhall begin with the firſt. Sir, if there be any Sea- 
men now lurking any where in the Britiſh Dominions, and I 
think it has of all Sides been admitted there are ſome, this 
Law will Certainly be of great Advantage to cur Trade, be- 
cauſe it will enable our Government to find out and preſs the 
lurking Seamen into the Service of the Navy, and conle- 
quently will leave a great Number of Seamen to be employed 
in the Merchants Service. The Navy, it is certain, muſt be 
ſupplied, even tho* ſome Branches of our Trade ſhould. be 
ſtopt for a while; what can be more beneficial to our Trade, 
than that of taking firſt thoſe Seamen, who now refuſe to 
enter into the Government's or Merchants Service? 

. =_ I remem- 
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remember, Sir, two Years ago, when War was ſo much 
ſought after, and ſo violently inſiſted on, by almoſt all Ranks 
of People, no Man pretended to have any Apprehenſion gf 
our Trade's ſuffering by the War: Sureiy it was not then 
imagined, that our Trade could be carried on in Time of War 
with the ſame Eaſe and Security, as in Time of Peace; for 
our Trade muſt ſuffer by War, let the War be conducted in 
what Manner it will; yet ever ſince the War has been de. 
clared, every little Inconvenience our Trade lies expoſed 90 
has been ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light, and clamoured againſt in 
the moſt violent Manner ; and now, when a Method is pro- 
poſed for obviating molt of the Inconveniencies our Trade 
lies expoſed to, it is oppoſed, and repreſented as a Step to ar. 
bitrary Power. Is this candid, Sir? Is it a fair way of treat. 
ing thoſe, who are entruſted with the Conduct of our public 
Aﬀ.irs ? h 
© But to return to my SuhjeR, Sir. I have ſhewn how 
beneficial this Clauſe may be to our Trade ; and next, with re. 
gard to our S-amen, would it not be a great Benefit to our Sea. 
men in general, if all of them were obliged to take their 
Turn in the Navy, and no Man obliged to ſerve there longer 
than his Turn? That this would be the Conſequence of the 
Law now propoſed is, I think, apparent ; becauſe if the Go. 
vernment had Choice of Seamen, they would certainly chuſe 
thoſe able Seamen that had been longeſt at home, or longeſt 
out of the Government's Service. Such a Law could be in- 
convenient to none, but ſuch as refuſe to take their Turn in 
the Government's Service, and abſcond in order to avoid 
their being preſſed into that Service; and as they are allowed 
to be criminal, the forcing them to their Duty cannot ſurely 
be reckoned an Inconveaience to the Public. 
_ «© Lalily, Sir, with regard to the Proſecution of the War, 
it would certainly be a great Advantage to us to have Plenty 
and Choice of Seamen always at the Government's Com- 
mand. I cannot fay that this would be, ſo much as I could 
wiſh, the Effect of our paſſing this Clauſe into a Law, be- 
cauſe I do not think we have at preſent a Stock of Seamenin 
the Kingdom, ſufficient for anſwering both the Merchants 
and the Government's Demand; but we ſhould certainly 
have a greater Plenty cf Seamen, if all of them were within 
the Government's Reach, and obliged to enter in one or other 
of theſe Services, than when a third, a fourth, or any Part of 
them are abſconding in Country Places, where they can be 
of no Service either to themſelves or their Country; and the 
greater Plenty of Seamen we have, the more vigoroully we 
ſhall be able to puſh the War, which will of courſe enable 
us to put a more ſpeedy and honourable End to it than we 
can 
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can do otherwiſe, This will be another Advantage to our 
Trade, beſides that I have already taken Notice of, and 
ſhould be a prevailing Argument with every Man that wiſhes 
well to his Country, to approve of this Clauſe. 

« Now, Sir, with regard to the Dangers that may ariſe from 
our agreeing or diſagreeing to this Law: As thoſe which may 
ariſe from our rejecting this Clauſe have already been ſet in 
a very full and clear Light, I ſhall only take Notice of a few 
of thoſe Inconveniencies which, it is ſuggeſted, may ariſe 
from the Law propoſed. Upon this Head we are tod, that 
the Power of breaking open People's Doors, by Night or by 
Day, will be a moſt grievous Inconvenience to private Men, 
and a Power of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Con- 
ſtitution. For God's ſake, Sir, is this the firſt Time that ever 
ſuch a Power was eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ? Have not 
our Conſtables already ſuch a Power in many Caſes, when 
they have a proper Warrant from a Juſtice of the Peace ? Be- 
ſides the Caſe of Felony, they have the Power to break open 
Doors in ſearch of uncuſtomed or prohibited Goods, and in 
the Caſe of Goods carried off and concealed in defraud of the 
Landlord for his Rent. Was it ever known, was it ever ſo 
much as complained of, that this Power was oppreſſively 
uſed, or that it was turned towards the influencing of Ejec- 
tions? This is therefore a Danger that from Experience ap- 
pears to be chimerical ; and I hope tae Manning of his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy will be admitted to be of more Conſequence to 
the Public than the Recovery of any ſuch Goods, 

We have been likewiſe told, Sir, that the eſtabliſhing of 
ſach a Law will be ſuch a Grievance to our Seamen as will 
frighten them all out of the Kingdom. As to this, Sir, I 
have already ſhewn, that it will bea great Advantage to all 
Seamen who do not abſcond, and thoſe, | hope, are the great- 
eſt and beſt Part of our Seamen. But even as to Seamen that 
doabſcond, it could be no ſuch additional Grievance as would 
force them into foreign Service; for, with regard to the Preſ- 
fing of Seamen, I mult really think, our Law is a little whim- 
fical, A Seaman may be preſſed if found on board a Ship : 
Nay the Ship may be ſearched for him. He iikewiſe, may 
be preſſed it found in the Streets, Highways, or Fields ; but 
if he gets into a Houte, and gets a Door ſhut upon himſelf, 
he may look out at the Window and laugh at the Preſs- 
Gang; therefore to make our Law confiſt with itſelf, I 
think, we ought togive a Power to the Civil,Officer to ſearch 
the Houſe, and even to break open Doors in Caſe of Non- 
admittance, This would not be ſo great a Hardſhip upon ab- 
ſconding Seamen as the Penalties now inflited by Law upon 

abſconding Watermen or Bargemen ; for if they do not ap- 
n Pear 
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pear at Watermens Hall when called on, in order to be ſenting 
the Service of the Navy, they are by Law ſubjected to ſee 
ral Penalties, and yet we do not find, that this Regulation hy 
forced them abroad, or any way leſſened their Number, 
From all which I muſt conclude, Sir, that the Nation wil 
reap great uni 27 from this Clauſe if paſſed into a Lay, 
without being expoſed to any Inconvenience or Danger; an 
therefore, I hope, it will be agreed to.” 
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I am 1 to find Gentlemen expreſs ſo much In. 
patience, as ſome begin to ſhew in this Debate. I bope ng 
Gentleman comes here with a Reſolution to give his on 
upon either Side of any Queſtion that may be ſtarted, til! he 
has heard what may be ſaid for or againſt it; and therefore, 
in a Queſtion which ſo nearly concerns the Liberties of ur 
Country, 1 cannot but be ſurprized at ſeeing Gentlemen «x: 
preſs an Unwillingneſs to hear the Argument fully Gilculled, 
If they will not be at the Pains to let us hear their Sentiment 
upon it any other way than by their Aye or Nay, they ougit 
to attend patiertly to thoſe that will; for tho' theſe Moio- 


eve 
ſyllables may determine the Queſtion, I am ſure neither of ell; 
them will ever convince any reaſonable Man in the Kirgdem. Po 
* I have not the Vanity, Sir, to imagine, that what [ have thi 
to ſay will have great Weight with the Majority of this A. ev 
ſembly; but, in Duty to my Conſtituents, I think myſelf W 
obliged to uſe my Endeavours, and as a Member of this m 
Houle, [ have a Right to be heard. The Queſtion now be. in 
ſore us is not ſimply, Whether we ſhall agree to this Claule re 
or no? It is, Whether we ſhall agree to put an End to our B 
Conſtitution, and make Slaves of ourſelves, our Conllituents n 
and Poſterity ? For this, in my Opinion, will be the certain E 
Conſequence of our agreeing to this Clauſe, however amen. ( 
ded. That our Liberties, nay and our Properties too, depend e 
upon the Freedom of our Elections, is a Maxim which, ( 
believe, no Man will conteſt. A corrupt Parliament may, for { 
a Time, ſupport an oppreſſive and wicked Miniſter ; but 3 t 
Parliament is but the Stream, our Elections for Parliament: | 
Men are the Fountain-Head, and as long as they are leftfree ( 
and uncorrupted, the Stream will of courſe refine, and will at 
lait become as pure as the Fountain from whence it flows. | 
But this Clauſe, Sir, ſeems to be contrived for poiſoning the 
Fountain itſelf, and ſor rendering all the Elections in tit 
Kingdom dependent upon the Will of eyery future Miniſter, 
Let us conſider, Sir, that the Freedom of a Man's Vote 
at any Election may be taken away, not only by an _ 
g late 
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diate Bribe in ready Money or Bank. Notes, but by the Hopes 
of being rewarded for his Compliance, or the Fears of being 
made to ſuffer for his Stubbornneſs; and if we conſider how 
much a Miniſter has it already in his Power to make uſe of 
every one of theſe Methods, we ſhall be extremely cautious 
of making any new Additions to that Power. That our Mi- 
nillers have now a much greater Command of ready Money, 
then they formerly uſed to have, can be denied by no Man, 
who corfiders the late Increaſe of the Civil Lift Revenue, the 
great Sims of late Years allow'd even in Time of Peace, for 
Secret-Service-Money, and the Savings that may be made out 
of the vaſt Sums now granted for the current Service, I be- 
lieve, Sir, it will be as little conteſted, that our Miniſters 
have now a much greater Number of lucrative Poſts and Em- 
ployments at their Diſpoſal than any foreign Miniſters ever 
had in this Kingdom. Theſe, Sir, are a two-edged Sword in 
the Hands of a Miniſter ; they ſerve not only for cultivat- 
ing the Hopes of the Compliant, but for increaſing the Fears 
of the Stubborn at Elections; and by our late Practice they 
are now bec.me more uſefu} in both theſe reſpects, than 
ever they were before. It is now become a general and an 
eſtabliſhed Opinion, that no Man is to expect, or to hold any 
Poſt or Employment in the Government, unleſs he, and all 
thoſe over whom he has any Influence, take Care to vote at 
every Election according to the Directions of the- Miniſter, 
What an Effect this muſt have at all Elections, Gentlemen 
may eaſily imagine: If an Elector has any thing mercenary 
in his Temper, he will certainly vote according to Court-Di- 
rections at every Election, in hopes that he, his Son, his 
Brother, or ſome near Relation, may get a Poſt, or a Prefer. 
ment, in the Service of the Government; and it is a great 
Hardſhip upon honeſt Men, I mean thoſe who. vote upon all 
Occaſions according to Conſcience, to find themſelves exclud- 
ed from all the Benefits that are to be reaped by ſerving their, 
Country in a public Capacity. Whether it is ſo or not, I 
ſh.11 not pretend to ſay ; but I am ſure it is generally thought 
that no Man is now deemed capable to ſerve his Country, 
unleſs he be ready, upon all Occaſions, to ſacrifice the Liberties 
of his Country to the Dictates of thoſe, who have the Diſpo- 
ſal of our public Employments; and this of itſelf would in 
moſt Countries be ſufficient for eftabliſhing arbitrary Power. 
But, Sir, tothe Honour of my Country, I muſt obſerve, 
that here it has been found otherwiſe. Our People have in 
their Temper ſuch a laudable Stubborneſs, and ſuch a Love 
of Independency, that in moſt Places, eſpecially in our Coun- 
ties, a Majority of them cannot be influenced, either by pre- 
ſent Rewards or future Hopes, to give up their Independency 
HH ah - | at 
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at Elections. If they can but live and follow their Buſinek 
ina private way, they chuſe to forego the Honour and Ag. 
vantage of ſerving their Country in a public Capacity, n. 
ther than vote according to a Miniſter's Direction at any E. 
lection; and for this Reaſon divers Methods have been con. 
triv'd, and ſeveral Schemes laid, for making it impoſſible, or 
at leaſt very troubleſome, for a Man to live and follow his 
Bufineſs in a private Way, unteſs he ſubmits to vote for the 
Court-Candidate at every Election. This, Sir, has, I an 
convinced, been, with ſome Gentlemen, the chief Motive for 
promoting ſeveral of thoſe penal Laws, that are now ſubſil. 
ing; and this leads me to confider the third Method of over. 
awing Elections, by ſubjecting the Electors to the fear of (uf. 
fering by their Stubborneſs. In a Country where there i 
a Multitude of penal Laws, and eſpecially when thoſe Lay; 
not only puniſh but create Crimes, Innocence can be no Pro. 
tection againſt the Malice or Revenge of thoſe, who are en. 
truſted with the executive Part of the Government. A Man 
may, without knowing it, be guilty of a Breach of ſuch intri- 
cate Laws ; and even when he is guilty cf no Breach, he may 
be plagued and haraſſed out of his Life, or at leaſt out of his 
Buſineſs, by the Government's Officers: In ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, he muſt not only be a very honeſt, but a very brave 
and reſolute Man, who will dare to vote at any Election con- 
trary to thoſe Menaces that are whiſpered to him by the 
Tools of a Minilter ; and if we confider what Numbers of 
Electors are already brought into ſuch Circumſtances, by the 
many penal Laws lately enacted, we ſhall have more Reaſon 
to wonder at any Election's being carried againſt a Couri-[n. 
terelt, than at the Miniſter's having the Direction of molt of 
the Elections in the Kingdom. | 
When our Liberties are in ſo great Danger; when there 
is ſo much Reaſon to apprehend the Prevalence of a Court. In- 
fluence upon every Election in the Kingdom, ſhall we paſs a 
Law, which will enable a Miniſter to diſtreſs every Man in 
the Kingdom, that ſhall dare to diſobey his Orders at any E- 
lection? I ſay, Sir, every Man in the Kingdom; for this 
Law will enable a Minifter to diſtreſs not only our Seamen, 
but every Man in the Kingdom, that has a Houſe over his 
Head. As for our Seamen, they muſt certainly be abſolute 
Slaves to the Will of every future Miniſter; or otherwile, let 
their Rank or Condition be what it will, they muſt expect 
to be preſſed into his Majeſty's Service, and obliged to ſerve 
be ſore the Maſt. The Preſſing of Seamen into his Majeſty's 
Service is, tis true, an antient Practice, and a Practice which 
of late Years has been too often made uſe of ; but it is as yet 
warranted by no expreſs Statute: It Rands ſingly upon the 
75 oa | Footing 
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Footing of Common Law and Prerogative, therefore. this. 
Power mult always be exerciſed at the Peril of the Miniſter ; 
and if it ſhould be exerciſed unneceſſarily, or in a more op- 
preſſive Manner than is neceſſary, it would be a Miſdemea- 
nor, for which the Adviſers might be proſecuted. and puniſh» 
ed in Parliament. Thus, Sir, the Law ſtands at preſent ; 
but by this Clauſe the Practice of Preſſing is to be authoriſed 
by an expreſs Statute, and that without any Limitation as to 
the Neceſſity or Time of Preſſing, or as to the Seamen or Sea- 
ſaring Men that are to be preſſed. 5 

« Seamen or Seafaring Men, Sir, are ſuch general Words, 
that they may comprehend a great many Gentlemen, who 
never dreamt of their, being Seamen. When a Gentleman 
is favoured with his Paſſage on board any of his Majeſty's 
Ships. of War, I have been told, it is uſual to put his Name 
upon the Ship's Books, as a Seaman on board that Ship, and 
ſome one of the Officers on board 1s allowed the Advantage 
of receiving his Pay: If this Clauſe ſhould be paſſed into a 
Law, every ſuch Gentleman might be preſſed into the Ser- 
vice; and if-he ſhould deny his being a Seaman, the Books 
of that Ship would be produced, as an inconteſtable Proof of 
his being a Seaman. Beſides, Sir, there are many real Sea- 
men, who ought not to be preſſed as common Seamen ; 
Commanders, and ſeveral other Officers belonging to Mer- 
chant-Ships, ought not to be preſſed into his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice as common Seamen. In like Manner, when a Man has 
left the Sea Service, and is ſettled in ſome good Buſineſs at 
Land, he ought not to be prefled into his Majelty's Sea-Ser- 
vice; but if this Clauſe be agreed to, we are to authoriſe 


Preſſing without any Reſtriction or Limitation ; ſo that not 


only Seamen in actual Service, but every Man that had been at 
Sea, or in any Buſineſs upon the Water, will be liable to be 
preſſed as common Seamen, and conſequently, will be ſubject 
to that ſort of Court-Influence, which proceeds from the Fear 
of being made to ſuffer for any ſort of Diſobedience to the 
Will of a Miniſter ; and can we expect, that ſuch Men will 
vote freely at any Election, where there is an Oppoſition to 

the Court- Candidate ? | 
* But this, Sir, is notall : Such a Law as this will have a 
moſt fatal Effect upon the Freedom of our Elections, not only 
with regard toall ſuch as are or have ever been at Sea, orin 
any Buſineſs upon the Water, but with regard to every other 
Man in the Kingdom, that happens to be a Houle. keeper. 
Quiet and Security at home is an Advantage, which every 
Man mult deſire, and conſequently, being diſturbed by unwel- 
come Gueſts, or at unſeaſonable Hours, is a Danger which 
every Man mult dread. By this Law you are io put it in the 
| Power 
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Power of a Miniſter to difturb any Houſe-keeper in th, 
Kingdom as often, and at ſuch Hours, as he thinks fit ; and 
conſequently every Houſe-keeper in the Kingdom muſt be 
under a continual Terror of doing any Thing that may pro. 
voke the Miniſter to make uſe of this Power apainft him, 
The Interpoſition of an Information upon Oath will be no Re. 
ſtraint upon this Power; becauſe Miniſters are generally well 
provided with Informers of all Kinds, and the more wicked 
and oppreſſive a Miniſter is, the more of this Vermin he al. 
ways has about him, and the more profligate they are. I. 
my Opinion, it will be fo far from diminiſhing, that it wil 
increaſe the Danger of this Clauſe ; becauſe Juttices are tobe 
not only empowered, but required to grant their Warrant, 
and Conſtables are obliged to execute the Warrant of the Jul. 
tices. If you leave it as it ſtands at preſent, the Execution of 
the Law mult be regulated, or at leaſt it ought, I think, to be 
regulated by he preſent Practice in the Caſe of Vagrantz. 
When the Juſtice: grant their Warrant for a general Search 
after Vagrants, and. other idle and diſorderly Perſons, the 
Conſtables are not to ſearch every Houſe in the Diſtrict; they 
are to ſearch no where but in Night-Houſes, or Houſes of 
il Repute; and if they ſhould difturb Houſes of good Cha. 
raQer, by virtue of ſuch a Warrant, they might be proſecuted, 
and would be puniſhed ; and therefore, as this Law now 
ſtands, the Conſtables could, in my Opinion, ſearch no where 
but in Houſes reputed to be Harbourers of abſconding Sea- 
men. This, I ſay, is my Opinion; but if the Clauſe ſhould 
be paſſed into a Law, I ſhall not ſay, that my Opinion would 
be aſked or followed, and therefore I do not think we ſhould 
agree to a Law, which, by too exterſive an Interpretation, 
might be made of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, both to 
the Liberties of our Country, and to the Property of every 
Subject. 

« But, Sir, if you make the Amendment propoſed ; if you 
require the Juſtice to grant his Warrant upon the Oath of any 
Informer, you will make the evil Conſequences of this Law 
certain and unavoidable, The Juſtice muſt then grant his 
Warrant, and the Houſe muſt be ſearch'd, let the Character 
of the Houſe be never fo good, let the Character of the In- 
former be never ſo bad. This, Sir, is more than is done 
even in the Caſe of Felony ; a Juſtice is empower-d to grant 
his Warrant to ſearch a Houſe upon Information on Oath, 
that there is Cauſe to ſuſpect ſtolen Goods being concealed in 
that Houſe ; but he is not required ſo to do: He may and 
ought to refuſe granting his Warrant, if the Informer be 3 
mean Perſon, or one of a bad Character; and if, upon ſearch- 
ing, no ſuch Goods be found, the Informer would be made 
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anſwerable for all Damages ſuſtained by ſuch Search : Nay, 
che Juſtice himfelf would be made anſwerable, if it ſhould ap- 
pear, that he had granted his Warrant upon the Informa- 
tion of an inſufficient Perſon. 

« | therefore wiſh, Sir, that the Honourable Gentlemen 
employed in drawing up this Bill, had conſidered a little bet. 
ter the Conſtitution and the Laws of their Country ; for from 
the Bill, as it ſtands at preſent, the People without Doors will 
be apt to imagine, they have very little Regard to the Liber- 
ties, the Properties, or the Eaſe of the Subject, provided they 
can but increaſe the Power and Influence of the Crown. From 
what I have ſaid it will, I think, appear, that if we are to au- 
thoriſe Preſſing by an expreſs Statute, we ſhould take Care to 
lay it under ſeveral Reſtraints. It ought never to be allowed, 
but in Caſes of the moſt extreme Neceſſity, and when we our- 
ſelves, or ſome of our belt Allies, are in the moſt imminent 
Danger of being invaded; for, notwithſtanding the Lowneſs of 
the Wages in his Majeſty's Service, a common Seaman has ſo 
many Advantages in that Service above what he has in the 
Merchants Service, that, if proper Care be taken to uſe them 
well, when they are on board our Ships of War, and not allow 
the Officers to oppreſs them, or cheat them of what is. thejr 
Due, our Government can never be ata Loſs for Seamen up- 
on any ordinary Occaſion; and when it has Time to ſend Sea- 
Officers about, in the ſame manner as Land Officers are now 
ſent, with Money in their Pockets to beat up for Volun- 
teers. 1 
In paſſing ſuch a Law, Sir, we ſhould likewiſe take Care, 
that thoſe who are in any ſuperior Station in the Merchants 
Service, ſhall not be preſſed as common Seamen into his Ma- 
jelty's Service; and — thoſe Seamen who have left off the 
Sea Service, and are ſettled in ſome good Buſineſs at Land, 
ſhall not be preſſed into his Majeſty's Service at Sea; for if 
we eſtabliſh Preſſing by Law, without ſuch Reſtrict ions, it will 
deſtroy our very Breed of Seamen, by pyeventing any Man's 
breeding himſelf to the Sea for the future, and by driving molt 
of the Seamen we now have into foreign Service; for tho' 
they know that in other Countries they muſt be as much 
Slaves, as they are in their own, they will nevertheleſs have 
this Comfort, that in ſuch Countries they are upon an equal 
Footing with the reſt of the People; whereas in this Country, 
if we eſtabliſh Preſſing by Statute, without proper Reſtritions, 
every Seaman, let his future Fortune be never ſo conſiderable, 
muſt be a Slave to our Miniſters, and whilſt we have any 
Liberty left, which, I am afraid, would not be long, they will 
wk Regret look upon themſelves as the only Slaves in the 
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But this Bill gbes a great deal farther : Tt not only eſſa. 
dliſhes the arbitrary Method of Preſſing, without any Reltrie. 
tion as to the Neceſſity for making ule of that Method, or x; 
to the Circumſtances of the Seamen that are to be preſſe, 
but likewiſe it makes every Seaman a Sort of an Out-lay, 
- unleſs he goes and enters into the Government's Service, 3. 
'Toon as the Preſs begins; for whoſoever harbours a Seaman, 
- \' that is to fay, whoever gives him a 'Night's Lodging ora 
"Meal's Meat, either gratuitouſly, upon Truſt, or for ready 
"Money, is to be ſubjected to a Penalty, or at leaſt to a Profe. 
cution, which every prudent Man will avoid as much as he 
"can: This, I ſay, will be the Caſe of every Seaman, that doe 
"not go and enter into the Government's Service, as ſoon as 1 
Preſs begins; for as the Clauſe is worded, I do not ſee how 
he can otherwiſe with any Certainty avoid the Character of 
being an abſconding Seaman. Would not this be an intolen. 
ble Hardſhip upon our Seamen in general? Would it not, in 
many Caſes, be cruel and inhuman ? Would it not be cruel to 
puniſh a Mother for concealing a favourite Son? Or a Daugh- 
ter for concealing her Father? I ſhall grant, Sir, that, as long 
as we have any Seamen in the Kingdom, this Bill may pro. 
perly be called, an Act for the ſpeedier manning his Ila. 
jeſty's Fleet, becauſe it would make it almoſt impoſſible for: 
Seaman to live for two Days after a Preſs begins, in any 
Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, without entering himſelf vn 
board his Majeſty's Fleet; but how an Act by which our Sea. 


men, and all their Friends and Relations, are ſubjected to ſuch ra 
Hardſhips, can be called an Act for the Encouragement and as 
Increaſe of Seamen, is what I cannot comprehend. T 
In all Conſtitutions and Regulations of Government there tc 
are, there maſt" be ſome Inconveniences; and the Inconve- of 


- Hiences that proceed from Republican Forms of Govern 
ment are generally made Uſe of by crafty and ambitious 
Men, for introducing ſuch Alterations and ſuch new Regu- 
lations, as make'way for arbitrary Power. When ſuch Men 
get into the Government of a Commonwealth, they take 
Care to increaſe every Inconvenience that proceeds from the 
- Fences of Liberty, in order to introduce new and uncontroul- 
able Powers, "Thoſe of weak Underſtandings, which is of 
ten the Majority, are ſo blinded by the Inconveniences they 
| feel, that they neither ſee, nor can be made to ſee the Danger: 
and Inconveniences that mult enſue from the Alterations 

| propoſed. It is by this Method that all free Governments - 
| have been overturned; and we have every Day more ard 
| more Reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome amongſt us are pradliting 
- this Method here. The Frauds of the Cuſtoms and Excile 
have been made a Pretence for introducing ſeveral Regula- 
* 1 2 tions 
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tions and Laws of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to Liber- 
ty; and if the late famous Exciſe Scheme had ſucceeded, our 
Liberties had been utterly undone ; becauſe it would have 
done what, I think, will be the Conſequence of the Scheme 
now under our Conſideration : It would hive made our Mi- 
niſters Maſters of every popular Election in the Kingdom. 
Inſtead of lowering our Duties, and correcting the Ne glects 
ard Abuſes of our Cuſlom Houſe and Excite Officers, which 
would have been the proper, and I believe an eff-Aua! Me- 
thod for preventing Smuggling, almoſt every Seſſion has pro- 
duced ſome new Scheme for increaſing the Powers of thoſe 
Officers; and I am afraid, their Neglect, and Abuſes have 
been connived at, in order to incre2ſe the Inconveniences we 
feel from Smuggling, that thoſe Inconventencies might af- 
terwards be made a Pretence for veſting ſome new dangerous 
Power in our Government. | | 
Upon this Subject, Sir, I cannot let paſs unobſerved the 
late famous Gin Act. By the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land; 
before that Act was paſſed or thought of, no Perſon could {ell 
Beer, Ale, or ſpirituous Liquors by Retail, without a Licence 
from the Juſtices of Peace: The ſuſtices had a Power to re- 
fuſe granting their Licence, or to r cal it when they pleaſed z 
and if any one fold ſuch Liquors without a Licence, he was 
by Law made liable to ſevere Fenalties. Bettdes this, there 
were ſevere Laws egainft ail ſuch as allowed Dronkenneſs 
or Tipling in their Houſes; and moreover, there were {cve- 
ral of our Gin-ſhops that might, I believe, have been ind ed 
as a public Nuſance. By a Neglect of all theſe Re edies, 
Tipling and Drunkenneſs in Gin-ſhops and Ale»bouſes came 
to a monſtrous Height, and was general!y compl:ined of, and 
often preſented by our Grand Inqueſt without apy Redreſs, 
becaute our Juſtices of Pence, who are entirely under the 
Direction of our Miniſters, wou'd not put the Laws in He- 
cution againſt theſe Enormities. At laſt, when the People 
were work'd up to a ſufficienc Rage againſt theſe E o7milis, 
we were told that the Laws in being were not ſuff ent for 
preventing them; and tho' every one that unde god the 
Law knew the contrary, we were prevailed on to ipree to a 
new Law, by which a very great Addition wasn to the 
Civil-Liſt- Revenue, and every Vintner, n- kee, Ale» 
houſe- kee per, Victualler, Coffee houſe, and Brande hop in 
the Kingdom, brought under a mott flaviſh Depongence upon 
our Juliices of the Peace and Commiſſioners of Excite. + 
That theſe were the Effects of the Gn- Act mult be ap- 
parent, Sir, to every one who conſider, that the great In- 
creaſe of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, pretended to.ariſe from its 
Share of the Duties upon ſpirituous Liquors, was owing 8 
111 the 
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the Enormities complained of, which were, perhaps, for thy 
very Reaſon indulged; and for the ſame Reaſon perhaps i 
was pretended, that no Stop could be put to them by the 
Laws in being, becauſe if a Stop had been put to them that 
way, the Increaſe which had aroſe to the Civil-Liſt Revenue, 
by indulging thoſe Enormities, would have been annihilated, 
without any Recompence from the Aggregate Fund. And ii 
we conſider the Neceſſity every Keeper of a Public-Houſe 
lies under, for felling fpirituous Liquors in ſmall Quantities 
to his Cuſtomers, the high Penalties he is by that Act ub. 
jected to, if he does ſo, and the Power given to the Com. 
miſſioners of Exciſe and Juſtices of the Peace, to mitigate 
thoſe Penalties, we may ſee, that the Keeper of every Public. 
Houſe muſt be under a ſlaviſh Dependence upon our Com. 
miſſioners of Exciſe and Juſtices of the Peace; and conſe 
quently that he muſt expect to be ruined, ſhould he give hi: 
Vote againſt a Court-Candidate at any Election. 

« Thus we may fee, Sir, that, from all the Inconvenience: 
that aroſe either from a Deficiency in our Laws, or froma 
Neglect in the Execution of them, an Advantage is taken for 
introducing ſome new Regulation by which the Power and 
Influence of the Crown may be increaſed. This has ſo con- 
ſtantly in all Ages been the Practice of our Miniſters, that 
one may from thence conclude, that every Man, as ſoon as 
he becomes a Miniſter, or as he calls himſelf a Servant of the 
Crown, begins to think himſelf in Duty bound to uſe every 
Art he can think of for deſtroying the Liberties of the Sub- 
jet. This, I ſay, ſeems to have been the way of thinking 
among Miniſters in all Ages, and, I am ſure, in no Age 
more apparently than in this. Shall we then, upon this or 
any other Occaſion, throw afide our Jealouſies and Fears? 
Shall we put a Truſt in thoſe, who by their Practices have 
you us ſo good Reaſon to be convinced of their having a 

eſign to betray us? If we are under any preſent Inconve- 
niences, if we are under any preſent Difficulties, with re- 
gard to the Manning of our Fleet, let us examine whether 
they 22 from the Neglect or Miſconduct of thoſe con- 
cerned in the executive Part of our Government, or from any 
real Deſect in our Conſtitution. If from the former, let u 
remove thoſe who have run us into ſuch Difficulties; and if 
from the latter, let us conſider our Conſtitution, and apply 
thoſe Remedies which are moſt conſiſtent with its Security 
and Preſervation ; but do not let us plunge into the Pit which 
our Enemies have dug for us on one hand, for Fear of tumb- 
ling over the imaginary Precipice which they frighten u- 
with on the other. 
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I am far from thinking, we can be under any Difficulty 
in manning all the Ships we can have Occaſion for in the pre. 
ſent War; but ſuppoſe we were, there are many other Re- 
medies beſides that now propoſed. Let us give farther En- 
couragements for foreign Seamen to enter into our Service : 
Let us call upon our Alliances for Aſſiſtance : Let us hire the 
Ships of other Nations. We have now foreign Troops in 
our Pay, tho' we have no War, nor are like to have any 
War upon the Continent. Why do we not hire foreign Ships 
ioſtead of foreign Troops? If we are under the Difficulties 
ſuggeſted, we ha ve Occaſion for the former, but we can have 
no Occaſion for the latter. Surely this Nation is not yet re- 
duced to ſuch melancholy Circumſtances, that we muſt either 
have no Allies, or accept of them upon ſuch Terms as they 
themſelves may be pleaſed to preſcribe. The Remedy now 
under our Conſideration is the very worſt that could be 
thought of: It is publiſhing our Diftreſs to the World, and 
giving our Enemies juſt Cauſe to triumph over us. If the 
French or Spaniards owed us a Grudge, they could in no way 
ſo effectually puniſh us, as by forcing us to deſtroy our Con- 
ſtitution and give up our Liberties, 2 the ſake of defending 
ourſelves againſt them. Our paſſing ſuch a Bill would giye 
great Joy to every Frenchman or Spaniard that underſtands 
any thing of our Conſtitution, and, as I am againſt making 


a Holy-Day either in France or Spain, I muſt be again 


agreeing to this Clauſe.* 
| 


SIR, 

Far be it from me to blame Gentlemen for being jealoys 
of the Liberties of their Country, and cautious of agreeing to 
any thing that may look like an Encroachment upon our 
Conſtitution, This in general I ſhall always think laudable, 
but til], I muſt think, it may be puſhed too far, and when it 


is ſo, it will always be of infinite Prejudice to the Nation; 


therefore, Gentlemen ſhould as cautiouſly avoid oppoling 
thoſe Powers that are abſolutely neceſſary for the Exerciſe 
of Government, as they ſhould avoid going raſhly into the 
giving of any Power that is unneceſſary and dangerous. No 
human Contrivance can form a Government or Syſtem of 
Laws ſo perfect as to ſtand in need of no Addition, Altera- 
tion, or Amendment: Future Events make the Imperfec- 
tions appear ; and as they appear, Care muſt be taken to re- 
medy them by new Regulations. This is our Caſe at pre- 
ſent, and if the Regulation propoſed be abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Safety of the People, we muſt agree to it, even tho! it 
ould be attended with ſome Danger to the Liberties of the 
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Whole or a Part of the People: but I hope to be abje 1; 
ſhew, that it can be attended with no Danger; and that the 
Maiining of our Navy is abſolutely neceſſary for the Safe; 
of the Nation has, I think, been acknowledged by every on; 
that has ſpoke in this Debate, 

The two chief Objections made to this Regulation are, 
that it will be of dangerous Conſequence to the Freedom cf 
our Elections, and that it will be ſuch a Hardſhip upon our 
Seamen, as will f.rce them into foreign Service, and Prevent 
Men from breeding themſelves to the Sea for the future. 
ſhail firft conſider the laſt of theſe two Objections, and in or. 
der to ſhew, that the Regulation now propoſed will be 10 
Hardſhip upon our Seam-n, | ſhail beg Leave to explain the 
Condition they are now in, and the little Alteration that is tg 
be made in their Circumſtances by this Regulation The 
Power of preſſing Seumen into his Majeſty's Seryice, bon. 
ever much it may be doubted of by thoſe who have not ex: 
mined our ancient Records, is a Power that has been velled 
in our Government, I believe, ever ſince our Conſtitution hid 
a Being. We have mentioned in ſome of our Law Books a 
Statute made in the Reign of Richard the Firſt, for making 
ſome new Regulations with regard to Ships and Se men pret. 
ſed into the King's Service, which ſhews, that Prefling was 
cuomary before that Lime, and that it was then thought to 
be legal; and in the famous Inquiſition of Queenborough, in 
the Reign of Edward the Third, it is expreſsly given in 
Charge to the Inqueſt among other Things, to enquire of theſe 
Mariners that were preſſed for the King's Service, and deſent- 
ed the ſame. I could mention ſeveral other Records to 
ſhew, that this Power of preſſing Seamen into the King's Ser- 
vice has always been deemed legal, and has in ali Times been 
looked on as a Part of the Common, Law of England: Nay, 
It may even be faid to be eſtabliſhed by Statute ; for in the 
Reign of Philip and Mary, a Statute was made, by which it 
was enaQted, That Watermen who withdraw themſclves in 
time of Preſſing, ſhall ſuffer a Fortnight's Impriſonment, ard 
be prohibited to row any more upon the Thames for a Year 
and a Day after: By an Act of the ſecond of Queen Anne, 
a certain Allowance of able Seamen is eſtabliſhed for Ships 
in the |Coal-Trade ; ard it is enacted, That if any Officer 
impreſs any of the Men ſo allowed, he ſhall forfeit 10/. for 
every Man ſo preſſed, beſides Coſts of Suit: And by another 
Act of the ſame Reign, it is declared, That no Perſon of 
eighteen Years of Age ſhall be exempted from her Mzjeliy's 
Service, on Account of his being an Apprentice, who ſhall 
have been in Sea-Service before he bound himſelf Apprentice; 
and farther, it is by the ſame Law enacted, That ſuch Water 
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men, Bargemen and Lightermen, as ſhall not appear, when 


called on by the Watermens Company, to be ſent to her Ma- 
jety's Fleet, ſhall ſuffer one Month's Impriſonment, and be 
diſabled working on the Thames for two Years. 

Thus it appears, Sir, that the Power of Preſſing is by Im- 
plication ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by Statute; and the Reaſon ef 
its not being expreſsly eſtabliſhed, was certainly becauſe it 
was always deemed to be ſo expreſsly eftabliſhed by Common 
Law, that it was unneceſſary to eſtabliſh. it in expreſs Words 
by any Statute. Having thus ſhewn, that the Power of Preſ- 
ſing is eſtabliſhed both by the Common and Statute Law of 
this Kingdom, I ſhall not examine the Cuſtom, which in all 
ſuch Caſes explain the Law; and it is certain, that the Cuſ- 
tom has always been, not only to preſs Seamen-out of Mer- 
chant-Ships, but alſo to ſearch the Ship for ſuch as abſcond or 
conceal themſelves on board. Theſe, Sir, are the Circum- 
ſtarces our Seamen are in at preſent ; theſe are the Circum- 
ſtances they have always been in: They may be preſſed at 
Land, if they are found in the Streets or Highways, or in 
any Houſe where an Officer can have Acceſs to them; they 
may be preſſed from on board a Ship, and the Ship may be 
ſearched by an Officer and Preſs- Gang, in order to come at 
thoſe who conceal themſelves on board, What then is the 
great additional Power defired ? What is the great Altera- 
tion to be made in a Seaman's Circumſtance, by this Clauſe ? 
It is no more than this, that a Seaman who abſconds from his 
Duty may be ſearched for in a Houſe, as well as on Ship- 
board, with this material Difference, that a Ship may be 
ſearched for him without the Aſſiſtance of any Civil Officer; 
but a Houſe is not to be ſearched without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Civil Officer. | | | 

« Is this, Sir, ſuch an additional Hardſhip upon our Sea- 
men, as will force them into foreign Service, or prevent Men 
from breeding themſelves up to the Sea for the future? Is it 
ſuch an additional Power to the Crown, as will deſtroy the 
Freedom of our Elections? I am really ſurprized, Sir, to hear 
ſuch imaginary Dangers ſuggeſted. By the Law, as it ſtands 
at preſent, the Crown, as I have ſhewn, has a Power to preſs 
any Seamen into the Service, and may exerciſe that Power 


againſt any one in the Character of a common Seaman, unleſs 


he makes himſelf a cloſe Priſoner in ſome Houſe ; yet we 
know by Experience, that Seamen are as little under the In- 
fluence of the Crown, or of any Miniſter, with regard to their 
voting at Elections, as any other Part of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects; and the Reaſon is very plain, a Seaman may very ea- 
ily prevent his being preſſed, by entering himſelf on board 
ſome of our Ships of War, as ſoon as a Prels is like to begin I 
- an 
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and if he does his Duty on board, no Miniſter, nor even th, 
Captain under whoſe Command he is, can Infli& a 
Puniſhment upon him, or ſubject him to any Hardſhip, 0 
Account of his not voting according to his Direction at ar 
Election. Thus the Caſe has always ſtood, with regard 9 
the Danger of being preſſed ; and as the Danger of being 
ſearched for may be avoided in the ſame Manner, therefor: 
we cannot ſuppoſe it will have any Effect upon the Freedon 
of our Seamen's voting at Elections. 

s As to the Terms Seamen and Seafearing Men, it is true, 
Bir, they are general, but, I think, they are eafily underſtood, 
and have been ſufficiently explained by Cuſtom ; for no Man 
is ſuppoſed to be a Seaman or Seafaring Man, unleſs he is, 
has within a few Years been in actual Service at Sea, 252 
common Scaman; and none but ſuch have ever been, or 
could, I think, ſhould this Clauſe paſs into a Law, be prefſled 
as common Seamen into his Majeſty's Service: Therefore, 
Maſters and Mates of Merchant Ships, or Seamen that are or 
may be ſettled in ſome good Buſineſs at Land, can be brought 
into no Danger, nor under any Influence, by this Clauſe; 
and conſequently, with regard to Seamen of all Ranks and 
Degrees, it can no way encroach upon the Freedom of our 
Elections, or any way endanger the Liberties of the Subject. 

s I come now, Sir, to the other Part of the Objection, 
Which relates to the Influence which the Power of ſearching 
for Seamen may have upon Houſe-keepers that are not Ses- 
men; and here in general I mult obſerve, that there is nt 
any one Power the Crown is, or can be inveſted with, but 
what might be made inconvenient even to the moſt innocent, 
| if thoſe who have the Exerciſe of it ſhould preſume to make 
a bad Uſe of it, and our Judges ſhould connive at their Pre. 
ſamption z but in all Caſes, theſe two Cauſes muſt concur, 
hefore the Exerciſe of any Power can produce ſuch an Effect; 
for when any Power is given by the Legiflature for a good 
Purpoſe, it is the Buſineſs and the Duty of our Judges to 
prevent its being turned into a bad Purpoſe, by puniſhing 
every Magiſtrate or Officer that ſhall be guilty of ſuch a high 
Preſumption. Therefore, whilſt thoſe employed in the exe- 
eutive Part of our Government act regularly, or our Judges 
decree jultly, our Liberties can never be in Danger from any 
Power lodged by the Legiſlature in the Crown, for the ne- 
ceſlary Ends of Government; and if all our Officers ſhould 
become tyrannical, and our Judges corrupt, I do not fee how 
it would be poſſible to preſerve either our Liberties or Pro- 
perties, any other way than by a general Inſurrection; even 
tho the Crown had not near ſo many Prerogatives, or ſg much 
Power, 83 it hath at preſent, | mY Ic 
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« Tf the Crown, Sir, had never, in any Inſtance before, been 
poſſeſſed of a Power to ſearch Houſes by Night or by Day, 
there might be ſome Room for being cautious of granting the 
Power now defired ; but {ſuch a Power the Crown, or at leaſt 
the Judges and Magiſtrates appointed by the Crown, have in 
many Caſes been poſſeſſed of, ever ſince our Conſtitution had 
a Being. As ſeveral of theſe Caſes have been mentioned by 
my honourab'e and learned Friend, I need not repeat them; 
but one which he did not mention, I cannot omit taking no- 
tice of, which 1s that of arreſting the King's Debtor z for upon 
a Proceſs at the King's Suit againſt any Perſon who is his 
Debtor, the Sheriff or his Officer may break open any Houſe 
in Search of him, after he has ſignified his Errand to the 
Owner, and has been refuſed Admittance. If it were poſſi- 
ble to turn any ſuch Power towards influencing Elections, 
ſurely it would be much more eaſy in this Caſe to turn it to 
that Purpoſe, than in the Caſe now before us. The Sheriff 
is a Magiſtrate appointed by the Crown, as well as our Juſti- 
ces of Peace; and Sheriffs Officers, I believe, are generally 
Men of no better Character than petty Conſtables, Beſides, 
it is a Pretence that might be much oftener made uſe of; for 
to ſearch Houſes for Seamen can never be pretended, but in 
Time of a hot Preſs, and after the Lord High Admiral, or 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, have iſſued their Warrants 
for that Purpoſe, which they cannot do but upon extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, and ſuch as happen but very rarely. 

Therefore, Sir, if we are to judge from Experience in 
other Caſes, which is certainly one of the ſureſt ways of 
judging in all Matters of a political Nature, we muſt con- 
clude, that the Power of ſearching Houſes, in the Caſe now 
before us, can be of no bad Conſequenee to the Freedom of 
our Elections, or inconvenient to any Man in the Kingdom, 
except to thoſe Seamen that abſcond in Time of Danger from 
their Country's Service, and to ſuch as render themſelves ſuſ- 
pected of harbouring and concealing ſuch Seamen z and ſurely 
the Public is more intereſted in having his Majeſty's Fleet 
manned in Time of Danger, than in its having the Debts due 
to his Majeſty paid, or his Debtors arreſted. 

Thus, I hope, Sir, I have ſhewn, that there is nothing 
in either of the two chief Objections that have been made a- 
gainſt this Clauſe; and as the Navy is not yet ſufficiently 
provided with Seamen, after trying Embargoes, Preſſing, and 
every other Method that could be thought of, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to contrive ſome new Method for ſupplying the 
Deficiency. The encouraging of foreign Seamen to enter 
into our Service, or the hiring of foreign Ships, are Methods 
which cannot be truſted to; and they are Methods * 
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„„ 
ſhall never be for making uſe of, as long as we can have 
Ships or Seamen of our own, not only becauſe we cannot 
rely ſo much upon the Courage and Fidelity of foreign Ses. 
men as upon our own, but alſo becauſe it would tend to the 
increaſing of the naval Power of fome foreign Neighbour, 
who may ſome Time hereafter be our Enemy. Therefore, 
as the Method now propoſed is the beſt I have yet heard of, 
I muſt be for it till I hear ſome better offered; and if Gen- 
tlemen think the Amendment propoſed would be more dan- 
gerous than the Clauſe as it now ſtands, they may either re- 
jet the Amendment, or they may leave out the Word require, 
and only empower Juſtices of the Peace to grant their War. 
rant for ſearching any Houſe upon an Information on Oath, 
by ſome creditable Perſon, that there is Cauſe to ſuſpe& Sea. 
men being concealed in the Houſe, | 

« As for that Part of the Clauſe which is to infli& Penal. 
ties upon thoſe who ſhall harbour or conceal abſconding 
Seamen, it can affect none but ſuch as knowingly do ſo, and 
ſuch, I muſt think, deſerve highly to be puniſhed. A Sex. 
man who abſconds, when his Country is m Danger, and 
fands in need of his Aſſiſtance, I muſt ſuppoſe to be as hci. 
nous a Traitor, as any that can be declared ſo by Law; and 
therefore, I think, he ought to be treated with as much Ri- 
gour as any Traitor whatſoever ; for which Reaſon, I can 
neither think it cruel nor inhuman to puniſh a Mother for 
concealing her Sor,, or a Daughter for concealing her Father: 
It is what is uſually done in Caſes of Treaſon ; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Safety of the Commonwealth; for if any 
"merciful Allowance is in ſuch Caſes to be made to human 
Weakneſs, it ought to be left to his Majeſty, as other AQs of 
Mercy are, that he may in his Royal Wiſdom diſpenſe it, or 
refuſe it, according to the Circumſtances of the Caſe, and the 
Merits of the Perſons that ſue for it. | 

] am ſorry, Sir, to find that we are in ſuch Diſtreſs a: 
we are at prefent, for want of Seamen : I wiſh it were other- 
wiſe ; I wiſh we had, in Time of Peace, thought of Method: 
for preventing it; and I ſhall acknowledge, it might have 
been foreſeen : I believe it was foreſeen by our Minilters; 
but as popular Aſſemblies are not generally very good at 
foreſeeing diſtant Dangers, and not eaſily perſwaded to take 
proper Meaſures for preventing them, eſpecially when the 
Meaſures are ſuch, as muſt put them to an immediate Ex- 
pence, our Miniſters would not venture to propoſe any ſuch 
Meaſures, becauſe they deſpaired of meeting with Succels. 
This, I believe, was the true Reaſon of their neglecting to 
do ſo, and not their Deſire to keep up a more numerous ſtand- 
ing Army than was neceſſary; for I think it was happy tor 
; us, 
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us, that we kept up in Time of Peace ſuch a Numbet bf re- 


pular Troops as we did, becauſe if we had not, we muſt have 
made greater Levies for the Land Service at the Beginning 
of this War than we did, and this would have diſtreſſed us 
ftill more, with regard to the Sea Service, than we are at pre- 
ſent. . But ſuppoſe our Diſtreſs to be owing to ſome Neglect 
or Miſconduct in our Miniſters, will our removing or puniſh- 
ing them relieve vs from that Diſtreſs? Or will our agreeing 
to what is now propoſed interrupt our Enquity into their Con- 
duct, or prevent our being able to remove or puniſh, them ? 
The Bill now propoſed, the very Propoſition, Sir, even 
tho it ſhould be rejected, will publiſh our Diſtreſs to our Ene- 
mies; but I had rather they ſhould hear of our Diſtreſs by 
our agreeing to ſuch a Bill, than that they ſhould become ſen- 
fible of it by the Succeſs of their Privateers againſt our Mer- 
chants, or by the Succeſs of their Squadrons againſt the Squa- 
drons of this Nation. Whatever Diſtreſs our Enemies may 
ſuppoſe us to be in, they can expect no good to themſelves 
from our paſſing this Bill; becauſe we paſſed a Bill of the 
ſame Nature in the late glorious War in Queen Anne's Time, 
when we were ſo ſucceſsful both by Land and Sea. It will 


* 


only convince them, that we are reſolved to exert our whole 


2 againſt them, and the Terror of this will, I hope, 
ſoon bring them to Reaſon.” 


Sir John Hynd Cotton, 
6-2 2; 


have obſerved of late Years, that there is a Party of 
Men in this Kingdom, who, upon all Occafion*, declare them- 
ſelves for an Enquiry into the Conduct of our Miniſters, and 
ſor puniſhing them, if they ſhould be found to deferve it; 
yet they oppoſe every previous Step that is neceſlary for en- 
tering upon an Enquiry ; and it it were ſet on Foot, I believe, 
they would oppoſe every thing that might tend towards 
rendering it effetual. The ſame Party of Men, Sir, always 
declare, that we ought to be jealous of our Liberties, and 
cautious of granting any Power that may contribute to their 
Overthrow ; yet they are always ready to approve of every 
thing propoſed by the Court, and to think every Power 
neceſſary tor the Exerciſe of Government which our Mini- 
ſters declare to be ſo, I hope, there are none of this Party 


in this Aſſembly ; for every Gentleman here has, I hope, io 
much Honour as to be ſincere in every thing he profeſſes. 
I muſt acknowledge, Sir, that I am, and, I hope, always 
ſhall be truly jealous of every new Power that is, or can be 
aſked by Miniſters: Whether I puſh this Jealouſy too far 
upon the preſent Occaſion, - * to the Houſe to judge z 
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but I muſt declare that, in my Opinion, the Power now de. 
fired never can be neceſſary, that it is far from being neceſ. 
ſary upon the preſent Occaſion, that it would be of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to ur Conſtitution, and that it 
would at laſt deſtroy the very End for which it is ſaid to be 
deſired. 

That I may regularly follow the honourable and learned 
Gentleman, I ſhall begin with the laſt. He has been pleaſ 
ed, Sir, to ſhew, what a hard Condition our Seamen are in 
by the Laws as they now ſtand ; and, ſays he, the adding but 
one Hardſhip more can no way diſcourage our Seamen, or 
leſſen the Breed of that uſeful Body of Men. Sir, when a 
Rope is ſtretchedto its utmoſt Length, if you attempt to ſtretch 
it but one Inch further, it breaks. He was likewiſe pleaſed 
to dip into our antient Records, in order to ſhew what has not, 
I think, been denied in this Debate. That, upon great and 
ſudden Emergencies, the King has, by his Prerogative, a Power 
to preſs Seamen into his Service, is what no Gentleman de- 
nies ; but every Gentleman muſt grant, that this Prerogative 
ought not to be made uſe of upon every trifling Occaſion ; and 
that when it is made uſe of, it ought to be with as much Le- 
nity as poſſible, and it ought to be accompanied with as many 
Encouragements as it is in the Power of the Governmentto 
beſtow, In the Exerciſe of this Prerogative, perhaps the 
Cuſtom may have been to ſearch Ships for Seamen who con- 
ceal'd themſelves on board; but I doubt much whether an Off- 
cer with a Preſs-Gang has by Law a Power to break open the 
Doors or Hatches of a Ship, in caſe the Maſter ſhould refule 
to open them, eſpecially when the Ship happens to be in any 
River or Port which is not within the Juriſdition of the Ad- 
miralty. But whatever may be the Law in this Caſe, we 
know that our Seamen are already ſubject to many Hardſhip: 
which the reſt of the People are free from; and therefore, 
when we are contriving a Bill for the Encouragement and 
Increaſe of Seamen, we ought not ſurely to heap new Hard- 
ſhips upon them, becauſe, whether thoſe Hardſhips be inſuf- 
ferable or no, is a Queſtion that is not to be determined by 
the Opinion of this Houſe, and much leſs by the Opinion 
of our learned Gentlemen of the long Robe, but by the Opi- 
nion of our Seamen and other People without Doors ; for it 
they think them inſufferable, they will certainly endeavour 
to avoid them, our Seamen by running into foreign Service, 
and the reſt of our People by taking Care not to breed them- 
ſelves or their Children to any ſort of Sea-Service. 

As to the Meaning that has been, or may be put upon the 
Words Seaman or Seafaring Man, I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine but this I am well aſſured of, Sir, that * of 
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Merchant Ships, and Seamen ſettled in Buſineſs at Land, have 
been ſometimes preſſed into his Majeſty's Service ; and if we 
ſhould expreſly authoriſe preſſing by Statute, I do not know 
but a Liberty might be taken to preſs the Captains or Maſ- 
ters of coaſting or trading Veſſels, and even ſuch Seamen or 
Sea-Captains as had acquired or ſucceeded to a Land-Eſtate, 
and thought themſelves ſettled in an eaſy Manner for the 
remaining Part of their Lives. Even in the late Queen's 
Time, when an Act of this Nature was paſſed for one Year, 
it was thought neceſlary to reſtrain the meaning of the Word 
Seamen, to ſuch as had been in Service in her Majeſty's Reign, 
which was then in its fourth Year only. From hence, I 
think, it is evident, that if we intend to authoriſe preſſing by 
an expreſs Statute, we ought to make ſeveral Exceptions and 
Regulations, in order to prevent its being a moſt intolerable 
Oppteſſion upon many of his Majeſty's beſt Subjects; and we 
ought to take Care, that common Seamen returning from a 
Voyage ſhall have an Opportunity to offer themſelves as Vo- 
lunteers, and that no Seaman ſhall be rejected as a Volunteer, 
and accepted of as a preſſed Man, in order to entitle the Offi- 
cer to a Reward for preſſing him. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the Influence this Bill may have 
upon our Elections, | am really ſurprized to hear Gentlemen 
pretend, that our Seamen vote as freely as any other Sort of 
Men in the Kingdom. Moſt of the Boroughs upon our Coaſt 
are a convincing Proof of the contrary. Are not many of 
theſe Boroughs now called Admiralty-Boroughs, becauſe they 
always return ſuch Repreſentatives as the Board of Admiralty 
pleaſes to direct? The very Nature of Things is a demon- 
ſtrative Proof, that Seamen muſt be under the Influence of 
the Admiralty-Board in Elections; for, let a Seaman be never 
ſo exact in the Performance of his Duty, his Commander 
may ſubje& him to many Hardſhips and Inconveniences on 
board, if he has or is ordered to have a Pique at him upon any 
other Account. Beſides, all Seamen, while they are on board, 
hope to be preferred in the Navy, and will of courſe take 
every Method they can think of for recommending them- 
ſelves to the Government. Even Seamen that are ſettled 
on Shore, muſt be under the Influence of the Admiralty at 
Elections, otherwiſe they may depend upon being preſſed as 
ſoon as an Opportunity offers, and of being hardly uſed, 
whilſt they are in the Government's Service. They have no 
way to avoid this, but by leaving their Buſineſs and abſcond- 
ing, and even this melancholy Reſource you are now about to 


take away from them: Therefore, if this Bill ſhould paſs, we 


muſt ſuppoſe, that all Seamen, be they where they will, let 
their Circumſtances be what they will, mult for the fyture be 
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the abſolute Slaves of a Miniſter, and muſt vote at all Ele. 
tions, as he ſhall be pleaſed to direct. 

Then with regard to the reſt of the Subjects who have 
not the Misfortune to be Seamen, 1s it not a terrible Thin 


for a Man to be in continual Danger of having his Houſe laid | 


open to a petty Conltable and a Preſs-Gang, by Day or by 
Night? Beſides the Inconvenience of being diſturbed, he 
muſt never ſtir from home, or if he does, he mult not take the 
Key .of any Cloſet along with him ; becauſe a Preſs-Gang 
may come and break it open before he returns, The Power 
of ſearching for the King's Debtors is, I ſhall grant, a danger. 
ous Power, and might be made a very bad Uſe of; but ! 
mult oblerve, that this Power was introduced, when Sheriff 
were not named by the Crown, but choſen by the reſpective 
Counties; and tho' Sheriffs Officers are ſeldom Men of any 
great Character, they are more to be truſted to than petty 
Conſtables, becauſe che former give Security to the Sheriff for 
the due Execution of their Office, and the Sheriff himſelf i; 
anſwerable for their Behaviour; whereas petty Conſtables 
give no Security, nor is any Juſtice of the Peace anſwerable 
for the Damages they may occaſion. I could ſhew, that the 
Power now deſir'd is, on ſeveral other Accounts, more dan- 
gerous than the Power of ſearching for the King's Debtors; 
but ſuppoie it were not, is one dangerous Power any Argu- 
ment for granting another of tae {ame Nature? If the Power 
already granted has never been made a bad Uſe of, the grant- 
ing another of the ſame Nature might be the Cauſe of both's 
being made made a bad Uſe of in Time to come; becauſe an 
Effect may be produced by making a bad Uſe of both, which 
could never have been hoped for by making a bad Ute of 
one. The Hopes of Impunity is what occaſions a Power's be- 
ing made a bad Uſe of; and that Impunity may be ſecured 
by making a bad Uſe of two Powers, which could never have 
been expected from making a bad Ule of one. 

_ * This, Sir, is the great Danger, and it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine, where our Security ends, and where the Danger be- 
gins. One Thang, however, is certain, that if we go on thus 
yearly putting new Powers into the Hands of our Miniſters, 
the Danger will become not only unavoidable but irretriev- 
able. Our Officers will be regular, our Judges will be juſt, 
as long as they are in Danger of being called to an Account 
by Parliament, if they act otherwiſe, © If we put it once in 
their Power to guard againſt this Danger, they will act here 
as they do in all other arbitrary Governments ; and this will 
be the certain Conſequence, if we put it in the Power of our 
Miniſters to over-awe or influence the Majority of our E- 
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jections. It is by having our Parliaments always depen- 
dent upon our Miniſters, and by this Method only, we can be 
reduced to the lamentable Circumſtances of having no Re- 
medy but a general Inſurrection, againſt the Injuſtice of our 
judges, and Oppreſſion of our Officers; and ſuch Parliaments 
will certainly provide our Miniſters with an Army ſufficient 
to protect them againſt an Inſurrection of the People; ſo that 
we can then never expect any Redreſs but by a Mutioy in our 
Army, and by that, as in Turkey, we may fee a Change in 


the Perſons of our Oppreſſors, but can expect no Relief from 


Oppreſſion. ; 

Thus, Sir, I think, it is apparent, that this Power, added 
to all the Powers our Miniſters are already poſſeſſed of, will 
be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitution; 


and, conſidering how long our Government has ſubſiſted with# 


out it, I am ſurprized to hear any Gentleman pretend, that it 
js now abſolutely neceſſary for the Exerciſe of Government. 
If Seamea are now more unwilling to enter into the Govern- 
ment's Service than they were formerly, it muſt be owing to 
ſome late Miſcondu& in our Miniſters ; and therefore, the 
belt Encouragement we can propoſe for our Seamen is, to re- 
move thoſe that have diſobliged them. The learned Gen- 
tleman ſays, our agreeing to this Clauſe can no way prevent 
our being able to remove any Miniſter. Is not this, Sir, beg- 
ging the Queſtion? If it adds to a Miniker's Influence at E. 
lections, will it not tend to prevent its being in the Nation's 
Power to remove him by any ſort of Parliamentary Method ? 
Let us conſider, Sir, that this is the very laſt Seſſion. of a Sep- 


tennial Parliament, and that a new Septennial Parliament is 


next Summer to be choſen; and then we may perhaps ſee, 
why ſuch a Power is deſited at this critical Conjuncture 

« For my Part, Sir, I have not heard one Argument made 
uſe of for ſhewing, that this Power is neceſſary at all, and 
much leſs that it is neceſſary upon the preſent Occaſion: I 
ſay, I have not heard one Argument for this Purpoſe, but one 
drawn from a News-Paper, by a Gentleman no way concern- 
ed in the Admiralty. From that News-Paper, indeed, he 
has endeavoured to frighten us with an Invaſion, and to make 
us believe, that if we do not make a Surrender of our Li- 
berties to our Miniſters, the French and Spaniards will come 
and take them from us ; but, as he confeſſed, he knew no- 


thing of the Matter, and as thoſe who ought to know, have 


not been pleaſed to declare, that we are in any real Danger, 
I ſhall not be ſuch a Child, as to be frighten'd out of my 
Senſes by ſuch an imaginary Bugbear. 


M. 
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M. ; 


S1n, 


The two honourable and learned Gentlemen who ſpoke 
in favour of this Clauſe, were pleaſed to ſhew, that our Ses. 
men are half Slaves already, and now they modeſtly defire, 
you ſhould make them wholly ſo. Will this increaſe your 
Number of Seamen ? Or will it make thoſe you have, more 
willing to {ſerve you? Can you expect, that any Man wil 
make himſelf a Slave if he can avoid it? Can you exped, 
that any Man will breed his Child up to be a Slave ? Can 

ou expect, that Seamen will venture their Lives or their 

imbs for a Country that has made them Slaves? Or can 
you expect, that any Seaman will ſtay in the Country, if 
he can by any Means make his Eſcape ? Sir, if you paß 
this Law, you, in my Opinion, do with your Seamen, 2s 
they do with their Galley Slaves in France ; you muſt chain 
them to their Ship, or chain them in Couples, when they 
are aſhore, But ſuppoſe this ſhould both increaſe the Num. 
ber of your Seamen, and render them more willing to ſerve 
you, it will render them incapable. It is a common Ob. 
ſervation, that when a Man becomes a Slave, he loſes half 
his Virtue. What will it ſignify to have your Ships all 
mann'd to their full Compliment ? Your Men will neither 
have Courage nor a Temptation to fight; they will ſtrike to 
the firſt Enemy that attacks them, becauſe their Condition 
cannot be made worſe by a Surrender, Our Seamen have 
alway been famous for a matchleſs Alacrity and Intrepidity 
in Time of Danger : This has ſaved many a Britiſh Ship, 
when other Seamen would have run below Deck, and leſt 
the Ship to the Mercy of the Waves, or perhaps a more 
cruel Enemy, a Pirate. For God-iake, Sir, let us not by 
our new Projects put our Seamen into ſuch a Condition as 
muſt ſoon make them worſe than the cowardly Slaves of 
France or Spain. | 

* The learned Gentlemen were next pleaſed to ſhew vs, 
that the Government was already poſſeſſed of ſuch a Power 
as is now defired ; and how did they ſhew it? Why, Si, 
by ſhewing that this was the Practice in the Caſe of Felony. 
and in the Caſe of thoſe who are as bad as Felons, I mean 
thoſe who rob the Public, or diſſipate the public Money. 
Shall we, Sir, put our brave Sailors upon the fame Footing 
with Felons and public Robbers ? Shall a brave, honeſt Sailor 
be treated as a Felon, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe, after 
a long Voyage, he has a mind to ſolace himſelf amongſt his 
Friends in the Country, and for that Purpoſe abſconds for 
2 few Weeks, in order to prevent his being preſſed apes 
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Spithead or ſome ſuch pacific Expedition ? For I dare anſwer 
for it, there is not a Sailor in Britain, but would immediate- 
ly offer his Service, if he thought his Country in any real 
Danger, or expected to be ſent upon an Expedition, where 
he might have a Chance of gaining Riches to himſelf, and 
Glory to his Country. I am really aſhamed, Sir, to hear 
ſuch Arguments made uſe of in any Caſe, where our Sea- 
men are concerned. Can we expect, that brave Men will 
not reſent ſuch Treatment? Couid we expect, they would 
ſtay with us, if we ſhould make a Law for treating them in 
ſuch a contemptible Manner ? 

« But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had no Regard for our Seamen, I 
hope we ſhall have ſome Regard for the reſt of the People, 
and for ourſelves in particular ; for, I think, I do not in 
the leaſt exaggerate, when I ſay, we are laying a Trap for 
the Lives of all the Men of Spirit in the Nation, Whether 
the Law, when made, is to be carried into Execution, I do 
not know ; but, if it is, we are laying a Snare for our Lives. 
Every Gentleman of this Houſe mult be ſuppoſed, I hope, 
juſtly, to be a Man of Spirit. Would any of you Gentle- 
men allow this Law to be executed in its full Extent ? If at 
Midnight a petty Conſtable with a Preſs-Gang ſhould come 
thundering at the Gates of your Houſe in the Country, and 
ſhould tell you he had a Search- Warrant, and muſt ſearch 
your Houſe for Seamen, would you, at that Time of Night, 
allow your Gates to be opened? I proteſt, I would not: 
What then would be the Conſequence ? He has by this Law 
a Power to break them open. Would any of you patiently 
ſubmit to ſuch an Indignity? Would not you fire upon him, 
if he attempted to break open your Gates? I declare, I 
would, let the Conſequence be never ſo fatal; and, if you 
happened to be in the bad Graces of a Miniſter, the Con- 
ſequence would be, either your being killed in the Fray, or 
hanged for killing the Conſtable, or ſome of the Gang. 
This, Sir, may be the Caſe, even of ſome of us here, and, 
upon my Honour, I do not think it an Exaggeration to ſup- 
poſe it may. 

The honourable Gentlemen ſay, no other Remedy has 
been propos'd. Sir, there have been ſeveral other Remedies 
propos'd, Let us go into a Committee to conſider of what 
has been, or may be propoſed. Suppoſe no Remedy ſhould 
be offered, to tell us we mult take this, becauſe no other 
Remedy can be thought of, is the ſame with a Phyſician's 
telling his Patient, Sir, there is no known Remedy for your 
Diſtemper, therefore you ſhall take Poiſon ; I'll cram it down 
you Throat, I do not know how the Nation may 1 Yay 
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Phyſicians ; but, I am fare, if my Phyſician told me fo, ! 
ſhould order my Servants to turn him out of Doors, 

Such deſperate Remedies, Sir, are never to be apply'4 
but in Caſes of the utmoſt Extremity; and how we come a1 
preſent to be in ſuch Extremity, I cannot comprehend. Tn 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, we were not thought to be in any 
ſuch Extremity, tho' we were then threatned with the mot 
formidable Invaſion that was ever prepared againſt this Na. 
tion. In our Wars with the Dutch, a more formidable mari. 
time Power than France and Spain now are, if they were 
united againſt us, we were not ſuppoſed to be in any ſuch 
Extremity, either in the Time of the Commonwealth, or in 
King Charles II's Time. In King William's War again 
France, when their naval Power was vaſtly ſuperior to what 
it is at preſent, and when we had more Reaſon to be afraid 
of an Invaſion than we can have at preſent, we were thought 
to be in no ſuch Extremity. In Queen Anne's Time, when 
we were engaged in a War both againſt France and Spain, 
and were obliged to make great Levies yearly for the Land 
Service, no ſuch Remedy was ever thought of but for one 
Year only, and then it was found to be far from being ei- 
fectual. 

« This, Sir, I am convinced, would be the Caſe now, 2: 
well as it was then, It was at that time computed, that by 
means of ſuch a Law as this, there were not above 1 400 Ses. 
men brought into the Government's Service; and, conſider- 
ing the Methods that have been already taken, and the 
Reward promiſed by this Bill to be offered to Volunteers, 
I am convinced, that the moſt ſtrift and general Search 
would not bring in half the Number. Shall we then for 
the fake of adding 6 or 700, or even 1400 Seamen to his 
Majeſty's Navy, expoſe our Conſtitution to ſo much Danger, 
and every Houſe-keeper in the Kingdom to the Danger of 
being diſturbed at all Hours in the Night ? 

« But ſuppoſe this Law were to have a great Effect, it 
can be called nothing but a temporary Expedient ; becauſe 
it can no way contribute towards increaſing the Number of 
our Seamen, or towards rendering them more willing to en- 
ter into his Majelty's Service. It is an Obſervation made 
by Bacon upon the Laws paſſed in Henry the VIIth's Reign, 
That all of them were calculated for Futurity as well as the 
preſent Time. This ſhewed the Wiſdom of his Councils : 
I wiſh I could ſay ſo of our preſent. We have for ſome 
Years thought of nothing but Expedients for getting rid of 
ſome preſent Inconvenience, by running ourſelves into 4 
greater. The Eaſe or Convenience of Poſterity was never 
leſs thought of, I believe, than it has been of late " 
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{ wiſh I could fee an End of theſe temporary Expedients: 
for we have been purſuing them ſo long, that we have al- 
moſt undone our Country, and overturned our Conſtitution, 
Therefore, Sir, I ſhall be for leaving this Clauſe out of the 
Bill, and every other Clauſe relating to it. The Bill will 
be of ſome Service without them; and when we have paſ- 
ſed it, we may then go into a Committee to conſider of ſome 
lating Methods for increaſing our Stock of Seamen, and for 


encouraging them upon all Occaſions to enter into his Ma- 
jelty's Service.” 
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A Copy of his Majeſty's Speech, relating to the Queen Mato my 


of Hungary, deliver'd April the 4th, being read to the Spe: ch for an 

Houle, Mr. Clutterbuck roſe up, ard ſpoke to this Effect. 333 * 
S1R, gary. | 

The preſent Confuſion in Europe, the known Deſigns of 1— 

the French, the numerous Claims to the Auſtrian Dominions, mw 

the Armies which are levied to ſupport them, and the pre- 

ſent Inability of the Queen of Hungary to maintain thoſe 

Rights which deſcend to her from her Anceſtors, and have 

been confirmed by all the Solemnity of Treaties, evidently 100 

require an uncommon Degree of Attention in our Conſulta- 10 

tions, and of Vigour in our Proceedings. 1400 


« Whatever may be the Profeſſions of the French, their real 1 Wl 
Deſigns are eaſily diſcovered ; Deſigns which they have car- vi 
ried on, either openly, or in private, for near a Century, 1400 
and which it cannot be expected that they will lay aſide, 1 


when they are ſo near to Succeſs. Their View, Sir, in all 4 i 
their Wars and Treaties, Alliances and Intrigues, has beeh 


the Attainment of univerſal Dominion, the DeliruQtion of UE! 
the Rights of Nature, and the Subjection of all the reſt of + {81 
Mankind; nor have we any Reaſon to imagine that they Fa. 
are not equally zealous for the Promotion of this pernicious 359 
Scheme, while they pour Troops into Germany, for the nn 
Aſſiſtance of their Ally, as when they waſted Kingdoms, ' 


laid Cities in Aſhes, and plunged Millions into Miſery and 
Want, without any other Motive than the Glory of their 
King. 

*. the French are not the only Nation at this Time la- 
bouring for the Subverſion of our common Liberties. Our 
Liberties, Sir, are endangered by thoſe equally intereited 
with ourſelves in their Preſervation ; for in what Degree 
ſoever any of the Princes who are now endeavouring to di- 
vide among themſelves the Dominions of Auſtria, may be 
pleaſed with the Acquiſition of new Territories, and an ima- 
ginary Increaſe of Influence and Power, it muſt be evident 
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( 442) 
to ail who are not dazzled by immediate Intereſt, that they 
are only fighting for France, and that by the DeſtruQtion of 
the Auſtrian Family, they muſt in a ſhort time fall then. 
ſelves. 

It is well known, Sir, tho' it is not always remembered, 
that political as well as natural Greatneſs is merely compa. 
rative, and that he only is a powerful Prince, who is more 
powerful than thoſe with whom he can have any Cauſe of 
Contention. That Prince, therefore, who imagines his Power 
| enlarged by a Partition of Territories, which gives him ſome 
additional Provinces, may be at laſt diſappointed in his Ex. 
pectations. For if this Partition gives to another Prince al. 
ready greater than himſelf, an Opportunity of increaſing bis 
Strength, in a Degree proportionate to his preſent Superi. 
ority, the former will ſoon find, that he has been labouring 
for nothing, and that his Danger is ſtill the ſame. 

« Such, Sir, is the Caſe of the King of Pruſſia, who, when 
he has over-run that Part of Germany, to which he now 
lays claim, will only have weaken'd the Houſe of Auſtria, 
without ſtrengthening himſelf, 

« He is at preſent ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of his Dominione, 
becauſe neither the Auſtrians would ſuffer the French, nor 
the French permit the Auſtrians to increaſe their Power by 
ſubduing him. Thus, while the preſent Equipoiſe of Powe 
is maintained, Jealouſy and Caution would always procure 
him an Ally whenever he ſhould be attacked ; but when, by 
His Aſſiſtance, the Auſtrian Family ſhall be ruin'd, we ſhai! 
defend him againſt the Ambition of France. 

« While the Liberties of Mankind are thus equally endar- 
gered by Folly and Ambition, attacked on one fide, and 
neglected on the other, it is neceſſary for thoſe who foreſee 
the Calamity that threatens them, to exert themſelves in 
Endeavours to avert it, and to retard the fatal Blow, till 
thoſe who are now Julled by the Contemplation of private 
Advantage, can be awakened into a juſt Concern for the 
general Happineſs of Europe, and be convinced that they 
themſelves can only be ſecure by uniting in the Cauſe of 
Liberty and Juſtice. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, our Sovereign has aſſerted the Prag. 
matic Sanction, and promiſed to aſſiſt the Queen of Hunga!) 
with the Forces which former Treaties have entitled her to 
demand from him; for this Reaſon he has endeavoured to 
rouſe the Dutch from their Supineneſs, and excite them to 
arm once more for the common Safety, to intimidate by 
new Augmentations thoſe Powers whoſe Ardour, perhaps, 
only ſubſiſts upon the Confidence that they ſhall not be te- 
fiſted, and to animate by open Declarations in favour - or: 
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Houſe of Auſtria, thoſe who probably are only hindered 
from 2 their Aſſiſtance, by the fear of ſtanding alone 
againſt the Armies of France. 

That by this Conduct he may expoſe his Dominions on 
the Continent, to Invaſions, Ravages, and the other Miſe- 
ries of War, every one who knows their Situation, muſt 
readily allow ; nor can it be doubted by any Man, who has 
heard of the Power of the Pruſſians and French, that they 
may commit great Devaſtations with very little Oppoſition, 
the Forces of the EleQorate not being ſufficient to give 
them Battle. For tho” the fortified Towns might hold out 
againſt them, that Conſideration will very little alleviate 
the Concern of thoſe who confider the Miſeries of a Nation, 
whoſe Enemies are in Poſſeſſion of all the open Country, 
and who from their Ramparts ſee their Harveſts laid waſte, 
and their Villages in Flames. The Fortifications contain 
the Strength, but the Field and the trading Towns comprize 
the Riches of a People, and the Country may be ruined which 
is not ſubdued. 

As therefore, Sir, the Electoral Dominions of his Ma- 
jeſty are now endangered, not by any private Diſpute with 
the neighbouring Princes, but by his Firmneſs in aſſerting 
the general Rights of Europe ; as the Conſequences of his 
Conduct, on this Occaſion, will be chiefly beneficial to Great 
Britain, we ought ſurely to ſupport him in the Proſecution 
of this Deſign : A Defign, which we cannot but approve, 
ſince our Anceſtors have always carried it on without Re- 
gard either to the Danger or the Expence. | 

In conformity to this Maxim of Politics, ſo clearly found- 
ed in Equity, and ſo often juſtified by the Votes of the Parlia- 
ment, his Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare to us his Reſolu- 
tion to adhere to his Engagements, and oppoſe all Attempts 
that may be forming in favour of any unjult Pretenſions to the 
Prejudice of the Houſe of Auſtria, *Tis for this End he deſires 
the Concurrence of his Parliament. I hope every Gen- 
tleman in this Houſe will agree with me, that we ought to 
declare our Approbation of theſe Meaſures, in ſuch Terms, 
as may ſhew the World, that thoſe who ſhall dare to obſtruct 
them, muſt reſolve to incur the Reſentment of this Nation, 
and expoſe themſelyes to all the Oppoſition which the Par- 
liament of Great Britain can ſend forth againſt them. We 
ought to pronounce that the Territories of Hanover will be 
conſidered on this Occaſion as the Dominions of Great 
Britain, and that any Attack on one or the other will be 
equally reſented. I therefore move, that an humble Addreſs 
be preſented by this Houſe to his Majeſty, To return our 
Thanks far his Speech ; to expreſs our dutiful Senſe of his Ma- 

Lil; Jay 


„ 
jeſty's juſt Regard for the Rights of the Queen of Hungary, ang 
for maintaining the Pragmatic Sanction; to declare our Concyr. 
rence in the prudent Meaſures, which his Majeſty is pur ſuing fi, 
, the Preſervation of the Liberties and Balance of Power in Hu. 
rope; to acknowledge his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Reſolution, in mt 
Suffering himſelf to be diverted from fleadily pes ſevering in hi 
Juſt Purpoſes of fulfiiling bis Engagements with the Houle if 
Auſtria : Alſo, further to afſure his Majeſty, that, in Fuſtic 
to, and Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Britih 
Crown, we will effetually ſtand by, and ſupport his Maj, 
againſt all Inſults and Attacks, quhich any Prince or Power, in 
Reſentment of the juſt Meaſures which he has fo wiſely taken, 
Hall make upon any of his Majeſty's Dominions, tho" not belong. 
ing to the Crown cf Great Britain. And that, in any futur, 
Events, which might make it neceſſary for him to enter into flill 
larger Expences, this Houſe will enable him to contribute in the 
moſ? effetual Manner, to the Support of the Queen of Hungary, 
to the preventing, by all reaſonable Means, the Subverſion of the 
ae Auſiria, and to the maintaining the Pragmatic Sancti 
aud the Liberties and Balance of Europe. | 


Mr. Fox, 
812, 


The Expediency, if not the Neceſſity of the Addreſs now 
moved for, will, I believe, be readi y allowed by thole who 
conſider the juit Meaſures which are purſued by his Majztty, 
the End which is intended by them, and the Powers by whict 
they are oppoſed, | | 4 
How much it is our Duty to ſupport the Houſe of Aultr: 
it is not nec: flary to explain to any Man who has heard the 
Debates of this Houſe, or read the Hiſtery of the {ait 
War. How much it is our Duty to ſupport it, is evident 
as ſoon as it is known by whom it is atiack'd ; by the an- 
tient Enemy of theſe Nations, by the general Ditturber of 
the Univerſe, by the formidab'e a of Liberty, ex- 
ulting in new Acquiſitions, enflamed with the Madnels ot 
univerſal Monarchy, and elated with an Opportunity of ſub- 
jecting Germany, by exalting to the ſupreme Power a Prince 
who ſh+1] hold his Authority only by their Permiſſion. 
« Tae Houſe of Auſtria, which has ſo often ſtood forth in 
Defence of our common Rights, which has poured Armies 
into the Field in Confederacy with Great Britain, to ſup- 
preſs the Inſolence of that Family, which nothing could ſatis- 
ty but boundleſs Power, now demands the Aſſiſſance which 
it has ſo oſten afforded; that Aſſiſtance is demanded from 
us by every Claim which the Laws of Society can enact, 8 
| the 
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che DiQates of Nature can ſuggeſt, by Treaties maturely 
conſidered, and folemnly confirmed, by the Ties of antient 
Friendſhip, and the Obligations of common Intereſt. 

Jo violate the public Faith, and to negle& che Obſerva- 


tion of Treaties, is to fink ourſelves below Barbarity, to de- 


ſtroy that Confidence which unites Mankind in Society. To 
deny or evade our Stipulations, Sir, is to commit a Crime 
which every honelt Mind mult, conſider with Abhorrence, 
and to eltabliſh a Precedent which may be uſed hereafter to 
our own Delſtruftion. | 
Jo forſake an Ally, only becauſe we can receive no im- 
mediate Advantage from his Friendſhip, or becauſe it may 
be in ſome degree dangerous to adhere to him; to forſake 
him when he moſt wants our good Offices, when he is di- 
ſtreſſed by his Enemies, and delerted by others, from whom 
he had Reaſon to hope for kinder Treatment, is the molt 
deſpicable, the molt hateful Degree of Cowardice and Trea- 
chery. 

$ The Obligations of Intereſt, Sir, it is not often needful 
to enforce ; but it may be obſerved on this Occaſion, that a 


fingle Year of Neglect may never be retrieved. We may, 


Sir, now be abie to ſupport thoſe whom, when once diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed, it will not be in our Power to reitore ; and that if we 
ſuffer the Houle of Auſtria to be over-borne, our Poſterity, 
through every Generation, may have Reaſon to curſe our 
injudicious Parſimony, our fatal Inactivity, and our perfi- 
dious Cowardice. a a 
With what Views the King of Pruſſia cancurs in the French 
Meaſures, or upon what Principles of Policy he promiſes to 
himſelf any Security in the Enjoyment of his new Dominjons, 
it is not eaſy to conjecture; but as it is eaſy to diſcover, that 
whatever he may propoſe to himſelf, his Conduct evidently 
tends to the Ruin of Europe, ſo he may, in my Opinion, 
juſtly be oppoſed, if he cannot be diverted or made ealy. 
' © Nor can we, Sir, if this Oppoſition ſhould incite him, or 
any other Power, to an Invaſion of his Majelly's foreign 
Dominions, refuſe them our Protection and Aſſiſtance. For 
as they ſuffer for the Cauſe which we are engaged to ſupport, 
and ſuffer only by our Meaſures, we are, at leaſt, as Allies, 
obliged by the Laws of Equity, and the general Compacts of 
Mankind, to arm in their Defence; and what may be claim- 
ed by the common Right of Allies, we ſhall ſurely not deny 


them, only becauſe they are more cloſely united to us, be- 


cauſe they own the ſame Monarch with ourſelves, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Pulteney, 
Srn, 


Mr. Pulteney, * With what Eagerneſs the French ſnatch every Oppor. 


tunity of increaſing their Influence, extending their Domi. 
nions, and oppreſing their Neighbours, the Experience of 
many Years has convinced all Europe; and it is evident that 
unleſs ſome Power be preſerved in a Degree of Strength 
nearly equal to theirs, their Schemes, pernicious as they are, 
- cannot be defeated. 

That the only Power from which this Oppoſition can be 
hoped is the Houſe of Auſtria, a very ſuperficial View of 
this Part of the Globe will ſufficiently demonſtrate ; of this 
we were long fince ſo ſtrongly convinced, that we employed 
all our Forces, and all our Politics to aggrandize this Houſe. 
We endeavoured not only to ſupport it in all its hereditary 
Rights, but to inveſt it with new Sovereignties, and extend 
its Authority over new Dominions. 

Why we afterwards varied in our Councils and our 

Meaſures, I have long enquired without any Satisfaction, 
having never, Sir, with the utmoſt Application, been able 
to diſcover the Motives tothe memoriable Treaty of Hanover, 
by which we ſtupulated to deſtroy the Fabric that we had 
been ſo long, and ſo laboriouſly endeavouring to ere ; by 
which we abandoned that Alliance, which we had ſo dili- 
gently cultivated, which we had preferred to Peace, Plenty, 
and Riches, and for which we chearfully ſupported a 
tedious, a bloody, and an expenſive War. 
This Conduct, Sir, raiſes a greater Degree of Admira- 
tion, as the Authors of it had exhauſted all their Eloquence 
in cenſuring the Treaty of Utrecht, and had endeavoured to 
expoſe thoſe who tranſacted it to the general Hatred of the 
Natien; as they always expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt Terms their 
Dread and Deteſtation of the French; as they animated all 
their Harangues, and ſtunned their Opponents with Declara- 
tions of their Zeal for the Liberties of Europe. 

By what Impulſe, or what Infatuation, theſe Aſſertors 
of Liberty, theſe Enemies of France, theſe Guardians of the 
Balance of Power, were on the ſudden prevailed on to declare 
in Favour of the Power whom they had ſo long thought it 
their chief Intereſt and higheſt Honour to oppoſe, muſt be 
diſcovered by Sagacity ſuperior to mine. But afer ſuch Per- 
plexity of Councils, and ſuch Fluctuation of Conduct, it is 
neceſſary to enquire more particularly what are the preſent 
Intentions of the Miniſtry, what Alliances have been form- 
ed, and what Conditions are required to be fulfilled. 


( 447 


If we are obliged only to ſupport the Queen of Hungary 
with twelve thouſand Men, we have already performed our 
Engagements; if we have promiſed any pecuniary Aſſiſtance, 

the Sum which we have ſtipulated to furniſh ought to be de- 
clared ; for I ſuppoſe at leaſt our Engagements have ſome 
Limits, and that we are not to exert all the Force of the Na- 
tion, to fight as if Fire and Sword were at our Gates, or an 
Invader were landing Armies upon our Coaſts, 

have, Sir, from my earlieſt Years, been zealous for the 
Defence and Exaltation of the Houſe of Auſtria, and ſhall be 
very far from propoſing that any Danger or Diſtreſs ſhould 
influence us to deſert it; but I do not eaſily diſcover by what 
Means we ſhall be able to afford any efficacious Aſſiſtance ; 
for the Power of Britain conſiſts chiefly in Naval Armaments, 
which can be of very little Uſe to the Queen of Hungary, and 
I know not any State that will eaſily conſent to unite with us 
on this Occaſion, | 

If there be, Sir, any States remaining in Europe which 
the French can neither intimidate nor bribe, we ought ſtudi- 
ouſly to ſollicite, and diligently to cultivate their Friendſhip, 
but whether any, except the Ruſſians, are now independent, 
or ſufficiently confident of their own, Strength to engage in 
ſuch a hazardous Alliance, may be juſtly doubted. 
The late grand Alliance, Sir, was ſupported at the Ex- 
pence of this Nation alone, nor was it required from the other 
Confederates to exhauſt the Treaſure of their Country in the 
common Cauſe ; I hope the Debt which that War has entailed 
upon us, will inſtru us to be more frugal in our future En- 
gagements, and to ſtipulate only what we may perform with- 
out involving the Nation in Miſery, which Victories and 
Triumphs cannot compenſate. | 

The Neceſſity, Sir, of public Oeconomy obliges me to 
inſiſt, that before any Money ſhall be granted, an Account be 
laid before the Houſe in particular Terms, of the Uſes to 
Which it is to be applied. To aſk for Supplies in general 


Terms, is to demand the Power of ſquandering the Public 


Money at Pleaſure, and to claim, in ſofter Language, nothing 
leſs than deſpotic Authority. | 
© It has not been uncommon for Money granted by the 
Houſe to be ſpent without producing any of thoſe Effects 
which were expected from it, without aſſiſting our Allies, or 
humbling our Enemies ; and therefore there is Reaſon for 
ſuſpecting that Money has ſometimes been aſked for one Uſe, 
and applied to another. | 
If our Concurrence, Sir, is neceſſary to increaſe his Ma- 
Jeſty*s Influence on the Continent, to animate the Friends of 
the Houle of Auſtria, or to repreſs the Diſturbers of the * 
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Mr. H. Wal- 
pole, 


5.» "Ta 
lic Tranquility, I ſhall willingly unite with the moſt zcalodt 
Advocates for the Adminiſtration in any Vote of Approba- 
tion or Aſſiſtance, not contrary to the Act of Settlement, that 
important and well-concerted Act, by which the preſent Fa. 
mily were advanced to the Throne, and by which it is pro- 


vided, that Britain ſhall never be involved in War fer the 


Enlargement or Protection of the Dominions of Hanover, 
Dominions from which we never expected nor received any 
Benefit, and for which therefore nothing ought to be either 
ſuffered or hazarded. | Mer 

« If it ſhould be again neceſſary to form a Confederacy, 
and to unite the Powers of Europe, againſt the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, that ambitious, that reſtleſs Family, by which the Re- 
poſe of the World is almoſt every Day interrupted, which is 
inceſſantly labouring againſt the Happineſs of human Na. 
ture, and ſeeking every Hour an Opportunity of new En. 
croachments, I declare, Sir, that I ſhall not only, with the 
greateſt Chearfulneſs, bear my Share of the public Expence, 
but endeavour to reconcile others to their Part of the Cala- 
mities of War. This, Sir, I have advanced, in Confidence 
that ſufficient Care ſhall be taken, that in any new Alliance, 
we ſhall be Parties, not Principals; that the Expence of War, 
as the Advantage of Victory, ſhall be common; and that 
thoſe who ſhall unite with us, will be our Allies, not our 
Mercenaries.” | 


Mr. H, Walpole. 
S1R, | 


© It is not without Reaſon that the honourable Gentle- 
man defires to be informed of the Stipulations contained in 
the Treaty by which we have engaged to ſupport the Prag- 
matic Sanction, for I find that he either never knew them, or 
has forgotton them ; and therefore thoſe Reaſonings which 
he has formed upon them fall to the Ground. 

« We are obliged, Sir, by this Treaty, to ſupply the Houſe 
of Auſtria with twelve Thouſand Men, and the Dutch who 
were engaged in it by our Example, having promiſed a Sup- 
ply of five thouſand. This Force joined to thoſe Armies 
which the large Dominions of that Family enable them to 
raiſe, were ſufficient to repel any Enemy by whom their 
Rights ſhould be invaded. 

But becauſe in Affairs of ſuch Importance nothing is to 
be left to hazard, becauſe the Equipoiſe of Power, on which 


the Liberties of almoſt all Mankind, who can call themſelves 


free, muſt be acknowledged to depend, ought to be rather 


certain, than barely probable; it is ſtipulated farther, both 


by the Dutch and ourſelves, that if the Supplies ſpecified » 
| | the 


| Y ( 449 ) | 
the firſt Article ſhall appear inſufficient, we ſhall unite our 
whole Force in the Defence of our Ally, and ſtruggle once 
more for Independence, with Ardour proportion'd to the 
Importance of our Cauſe, \ 

By theſe Stipulations, Sit, no Engagements have been 
formed that can be imagined to have been prohibited by the 
Act of Settlement, by which it is provided, that the Houſe of 
Hanover ſhal] got plunge this Nation into a War, for the 
ſike of their foteign Dominions, without the Conſent of the 
Parliament ; for this War is by no Means entered upon for 
the particular Securiry of Hanover, bat for the general Ad- 
vantage of Europe, to repreſs the Ambition of the French, 
and to 1 ourſelves and our Poſterity from the moſt 
abje& Dependence upon a Nation exaſperated againſt us by 
long Oppoſition, and hereditary Hatred. 

Nor js the Act of Settlement only preſerved unviolated, 
by Reaſon of the preſent Alliance, but by the regular Con- 
turrence of the Patliament, which his Majeſty has defired, 
notwithſtanding his indubitable Right of making Peace and 
War by his own Authority, I cannot therefore imagine 
upon what Pretence it can be urged that the Law, which re- 
2 that no War ſhall be made on Account of the Hanover 
Dominions without the Conſent of the Parliament, is viola- 
ted, when it is evident that the War is made upon other Mo- 
tives, and the Concurrence of the Parliament is ſolemnly 
defired. 

But ſuch is the Malevolence with which the Conduct of 
the Adminiſtration is examined, that no Degree of Integrity 
or Vigilarice can ſecure it from Cenſure. hen in the pre- 
ſent Queſtion Truth and Reaſon are evidently on their Side, 
paſt Tranſactions are recalled to Memory, and thoſe Mea- 
ſares are treated with the utmoſt Degree of Contempt and 
Ridicule, of which the greateſt Part of the Houſe have pro- 
bably forgotten the Reaſcns, and of which the Authors of 
them do not always ſtand up in the Defence, becauſe they are 
weary of repeating Arguments to thoſe who liſten with a Re- 
ſolution never to Le convinced, 

How well, Sir, thoſe by whom the Miniſtry is oppoſed, 
have ſucceeded in hardening their Minds againſt the Force of 
Reaſon, is evident from their conſtant Cuſtom of appealing 
from the Parliament to be People, and publiſhing in Pam- 
phlets thofe Arguments which they have found themſelves in 
this Aſſembly unable to ſupport ; a Practice which diſcovers 
rather an obſtinate Reſolution to obſtrut the Government, 
than Zeal for the Proſperity of their Country, and wh ch, to 
+ ſpeak it in the ſofteſt Terms, ſeems to be ſuggeſted more by 
the Deſire of Popularity than the Love of Truth.” 

Vor. VII. M m m Mx. 
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Mr. Sandys. 


Mr. H. Wal- 
pole. 


leſs was deſigned than the total Deitruction of our Liberties, 


( 450 ) 
Mr. Sandys. 
S18R, | 


« Notwithſtanding the Confidence with which this Motion 
has been offered and defended, notwithſtanding the ſpecious 
Appearance of Reſpect to his Majeſty, by which it is recom. 
mended, I am not aſhamed to declare, that it appears to me 
inconſiſtent with the Truſt repoſed in us by our Conſtituents, 
who owe their Allegiance tothe King of Great Britain and 
not to the Elector of Hanover. h 

It will be urged, Sir, by the People, whom we fit here 
to repreſent, that they are already embarraſſed with Debts 
contracted in a late War, from which, after the Expence 
of many Millions, and the Deſtruction of prodigious Multi. 
tudes, they received no Advantage; and that they are now 
loaded with Taxes for the ſupport of another, of which they 
perceive no Proſpect of any happy or honourable Conclu- 
ſion, of either Security or Profit, either Conqueſts or Repri- 
ſals, and that they are therefore by no Means willing to ſee 
themſelves involved in any new Confederacy, by which they 
may entail on their Poſterity the ſame Calamities, and oblige 
themſelves to hazard their Fortunes and their Happineſs in 
Defence of diſtant Countries, of which many of them have 
ſcarcely heard, and from which no Return of Aſſiſtance is ex- 


pected. 
Mr. H. Walpole. 
8 1 A, | 


* Though it is not neceſſary to refute every Calumny that 
Malice may invent, or Credulity admit, or to anſwer thoſe of 
whom it may reaſonably be conceived that they do not credit 
their own Accuſations, I will yet riſe once more in Vindica- 
tion of the Treaty of Hanover, to ſhew with how little Rea- 
ſon it is cenſured, to repreſs the Levity of Inſult, and the 
Pride of unreaſonable Triumph. 

The Treaty of Hanover, Sir, how long ſoever it has 
been ridiculed, and with whatever Contempt thoſe by whom 
it was negociated have been treated, was wiſe and juſt, It 


was juſt, becauſe no Injury was intended to any Power, no 


Invaſion was planned, no Partition of Dominions ſtipulated, 

nothing but our own Security deſired. It was wiſe, becauſe it 

produced the End propoſed by it, and eſtabliſhed that Security 

5 1 the Auſtrians and Spaniards were endeavouring to 
eſtroy. . 

The Emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered into 

a ſecret Treaty of Alliance with Spain, by which nothing 


the 


. . . •ůãmͥmt ta. A a mh. ans 


( 451 ). 

the Diminution of our Commerce, the Alienation of our Do- 
minions, and the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, We were 
to have been expelled from Gibraltar, ard totally excluded 
from the Mediterranean Seas, the Pretende: was to have been 
exalted to the Throne, and a new Religion, with the Slavery 
that always accompanies it, to have been introduced amongſt 
us, and Oſtend was to have been made a Port, and to have 
ſhared the poor Remains of our Commerce to foreign Na. 
tions. 

This unjuſt, this malicious Confederacy was then op- 
poſed with the utmoſt Vehemence by Prince Eugene, whoſe 
Courage and military Capacity are celebrated through- 
out the World, and whoſe political Abilities, and Knowledge 
of the Affairs of Europe, were equal to his Knowledge 
of War. He urged with great Force, that ſuch a Confede. 
racy would diſunite the Emperor for ever from the Mari- 
time Powers, by which it had been ſupported, and which 
were engaged by one common Intereſt in the Promotion of 
its Proſperity : But his Remonſtrances availed nothing, and 
the Alliance was concluded. 

When our antient Allies, who had been ſo often ſuc- 
cour'd with our Treaſure, and defended by our Armies, had 
entered into ſuch Engagements ; when it was ſtipulated not 
only to impoveriſh but enſlave us; not only to weaken us 
Abroad, but to deprive us of every domeſtic Comfort; when 
a Scheme was formed that would have ſpread Miſery over the 
whole Nation, and have extended its Conſequences to the 
loweſt Orders of the Community, it was ſurely neceſſary to 
fruſtrate it by ſome Alliance, and with whom could we then 
unite, but with France. 

This is not the only Fact on which Gentlemen have 
ventured to ſpeak with great Freedom without ſufficient In- 
formation; the Conduct of our Allies in the late War has 
been no leſs miſrepreſented than that of our Miniſters in their 
Negotiations. They have been charged with impoſing upon 
as the whole Expence of the Confederacy, when it may be 
ome, beyond Controverſy, that the annual Charge of the 

utch was five Millions. 

* Nordid they, Sir, only contribute annually thus largely 
to the common Cauſe, but when we forſook the Alliance, 
and ſhamefully abandoned the Advantages we had gained, 
they received our Mercenaries into their own Pay, and ex- 
pended nine Millions in a fingle Year. 

© Of the Truth of theſe Afſertions it is eaſy to produce 
inconteſtable Evidence, which, however, cannot be ne- 
ceſſary to any Man who reflects, that from one of the moſt 
wealthy Nations in the World, the Dutch, with all their 

M m m 2 Com- 


h 
| 
f 
j 
5 


| Mr. Vyner. 


Lord Gage. 
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Commerce, and all their Parſimony, are reduced to Penyry 
and Diſtreſs ; for who can tell by what Means they have ſunk 
into their preſent lo Condition, if they fuffered nothing by 
the late War? = 

How this Gentleman, Sir, has been deceived, and to 
whoſe Infinuations his Errors are to be imputed, I am at ng 
Loſs to diſcover; I hope he will by this Confutation be warn. 
ed againſt implicit Credulity, and remember with what Cay. 
tion that Man is to be truſted, whale pernicious Councils have 
endangered his Country.“ 


Mr. Vyner. 


S18, | 
« It is, in my Opinion, an inconteſlable Mazim, that ne 
Meaſures are eligible which are unjuſt; and that therefore, be- 
fore any Reſolutions are formed, we ought to examine not 
what Motives may be ſuggeſted by Expedience, but what 
Arguments may be advanced by Equity on one Part or the 
other. 
If I do not miſtake the true Intent of the Addreſs now 
8 we are invited to declare that we will oppoſe the 
ing of Pruſſia in his Attempts upon Sileſia, a Declaration in 
which I know not how any Man can concur, who knows not 
the Nature of his Claim, and the Laws of the Empire. k 
ought therefore, Sir, to have been the firſt Endeavour of thoſe 
by whom this Addreſs has been fo zealoufly promoted, to 
ſhew that his Claim, ſo publicly explaines, fo firmly urged, 
and ſo firongly ſupported, is without Foundation in Jullice or 
in Reaſon, and is only one of thoſe imaginary Titles, which 
Ambition may always find to the Dominions of another. 
But no Attempt has yet been made towards the Diſcul- 
ſion of this important Queſtion, and therefore I know not 
how any Man can call upon us to oppoſe the King of Pruſſa, 
when his Claim may probably be jutt, and, by Conſequence, 
ſuch as, if it were neceſſary for us to engage in the Affairs of 
thoſe diſtant Countries, we ought to join with him in afterting ' 


Lord Gage. 
SIR, 


« As no Member of this Aſſembly can feel a greater De 
gree of Zeal for his Ma jeſty's Honour than myſelf, none 


mall more readily concur in any Expreſſion of Duty or Ad 


herence to him. 

But I have been always taugbt that Allegiance to my 

Prince is conſiſtent with Fidelity to my Country, that the In- 

tereſt of the King and the People of Great Britain * the 
/ | _ fame, 
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fame, and that he only is a true Subject of the Crown, wha 
is a ſteady Promoter of the Happineſs of the Nation. 

« For this Reaſon I think it neceſſary to declare, that 
Hanover is always to be conſidered as a Sovereignty ſeparate 
from that of Great Britain, and as a Coyntry with Laws and 
Intereſts diſtinft from ours; and that it is the Duty of the 
Repreſentatives of this Nation, to take care that Intereſts ſo 
different may never be confounded, and that Great Britain 
may incur no Expence of which Hanover alone can enjoy 
the Advantage. 1 

If the Elector of Hanover ſhould be engaged in War with 
any of the Neighbouring Sovereigns, who ſhould be enabled 
by a Victory to enter into the Country, and carry the Terrors 
of War through all his Territories, it would by no Means be 
neceſlary for this Nation to interpoſe; for the Elector of 
Hanover might loſe his Dominions without any Diſadvan- 
tage or Diſhonour to the King or People of Great Britain. 


The Addreſs was agreed to without Diviſiqn. 


A LIST 
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A LIST of the MEeMBERs of the Eighth 


Parliament of GRE AT-BRITAIN, 
from 1734 to 1741. 


EFORD County. Sir Rowland Alſton, Hon. John 
(a) Spencer, Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bart. 
Bedford. Sam. Ongley, Sir Jer. Sambroke, Bart. di: Ca; 


Sir Boteler Charnocke, Bart. ( 
BERKS County. Winch. Howard Packer, William Archer, We 
died, Penyſton Powney. | 
Windſor. Lord Vere Beauclerck, Lord Sidney Beauelerck. Gr 
Reading. Richard () Pottenger, died, John Blagrave, Henry | 
Grey Nevil, died, William (c) Strode, John Dodd. Ea 
Walling ferd. Thomas Towers, William Hucks, died, Jo- Pe 
ſeph Townſend. | in 
Abingdon. Robert Hucks. 
BUCKING HAM County. Sir Thomas Lee, Bart, Sir Wil. Be 
liam Stanhope, Knight of the Bath. | 
Buckingham. George Denton, Richard Grenville. St 
Wycomb., Harry Waller, Edmund (4) Waller, Sir Charles F 


Vernon, Knut. 


Ayleſbury. Chriſtopher Towers, Sir George (e) Champion, p 
Ent. . $1 

Agmondeſham. Henry Marſhal, Thomas Lutwych, died, N 
Thomas Gore. 

Wendxv.r. John Hampden, John (/) Boteler, Ld. Viſcount 8 
Limerick. 5 h 

Mark<w. Sir Thomas Hoby, Bart. Edmund Waller. C 

CAMBRIDGE County. Henry (g) Bromley, Samuel Shep- 0 
heard. / | 

Cambridge Univerſity, Hon. Edward Finch, Hon. Thomas ( 


Townſend. 

Cambridge Town, Sir John Hynd Cotton, Bart. Thomas 
Sclater Bacon, died, Gilbert Affleck. 

CHESTER County, Char. Cholmondeley, John Crewe, jun. 


_y 


(a) Made his Eledtion for Wiadſtock. (5) Made a Welch 


F uage, and re-choſen, died. (e) Voted not duly elected. | 
(4) Made his Election for Marlow. (e) Alderman of London. | 
(/) Void Election as to bim. (gz) Created Lord 
Montfort. Cheſter 
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Chefter City. Sir Robert Groſvenor, Bart. Sir Charles Bun- 
bury, Bart. 

CORNWALL County. Sir William Carew, Bart. Sir John 
St, Aubin, Bart. 

Launceſton. Sir William Morrice, Bart. John () King, Sir 
William (i) Irby, Bart. 


Leſtard. Rich. Elliot. Geo. Dennis, died, Char. Trelawney. 


Leſftwithiel. Richard Edgcumbe, Philip Lloyd, died, Mat- 
thew Ducie (4) Morton, Sir John Croſs, Bart. 

Truro. Robert Trefuſis, Kellond Courtenay. 

Bodauyn. Jobn Laroche, Sir John Heathcote, Bart. 

Helflon. John Evelyn, John Harris. 

Saltaſh. Thomas Corbet, Lord Glenorchy, K. B. 

Camelford. Sir Thomas Lyttelton, Bart. Colonel James 
Cholmondeley. : 

IWW:hlow. Edw. (I) Trelawney, Sam. Holden, died, Henry 
Legge, John (n) Willes, John () Strange. 

Grampound. Thomas Hales, Philip Hawkins, died. Capt. 
Thomas Trefuſis. 

Eaftlow. Charles Longueville, John Owen 

Penryn. Sir Richard Mill, Barc. John Clavering. 

Tregony. Henry Penton, John Goddard, died, Sir Robert 
Cowan, Kut. died, Joſeph Gulſton. 

Beſſiney. Lord Viſc. Pa!merſton, Townſend Andrews, died. 
Hon. Peregrine Poulet. | 

St. Tves. Sir Rob. Rich, Bart. William Mackworth Praed. 

Frey, Jonathan Raſhleigh, John Hedges, died, William 
Wardour. 

St. Germans, Charles Montagu, Charles Lord Baltimore, 


St. Michael. Robert Ord, T homas Watts. 


Newport. Sir John Moleſworth, Bart, Hon. Thomas Her- 
bert, died, Hon. Nicholas Herbert. | : 

St. Mawes, Henry Vane, Richard Plummer. 

Kellington, Thomas Coppleſton, Iſaac Leheup. 

CUMBERLAND County. Sir James Lowther, Bart. Sir Jo- 
ſeph Pennington, Bart. | 

Carlifle City. Hon. Charles Howard, John Hylton. 

Cockermouth, Hon. Wilfrid Lawſon, Bart. died, Eldred 
Curwen. | | | 

DERBY County. Lord Charles Cavendiſh, Sir Nathaniel 
Curzon, Bart. 


oe 


(hb) Made his Elefion for Exeter. (i) Yoted dat 
elected upon a Petition. (4) Succeeded his Father as Lord 
Ducie, (% 4 Commiſſioner of the Cuſfoms. m) Com- 
mifſioner of Trade, 1000 J. (n) Made Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the Common Pleas. 

Derby. 
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Derby. Lord james Cavendiſh, Hon, Charles Stanhope, died, 
Hon. John Stanhope. 
DEFON County. Henry Rolle, Sir William Courtenay, Bart. 
died, John Bampfylde. 

Exeter. Thomas Balle, Hon. John (2) King, Sir Henty 

Northcote, Bart. 

Totneſs. Sir Charles Wills, X. B. Joſeph Danvers. 

Plymouth, Arthur Stert, Hon. Robert (o) Byng, Capt. Char, 
Vanbrugh, died, Lord Henry Beauclerck. 

Oakhampton. Thomas Pitt, Wm. Northmore, ditd, George 
Lyttelton. 

Barnſtaple. Theophbilus Forteſcue, Sir John Chicheſter, Bart. 
died, John Baſſet. | | 

Plympton. Thomas Clutterbuck, Rich. (p) Edgcumbe (my 
Lord Edgcumbe,) Tho. Walker. | 

Honiton. Sir William Yonge, Bart, Sir William Courtenay, 
Bart. | 

Taviftock, Sidney Meadows, Hon. Charles Fane. 

Aſhburton. Sir Wm. () Yonge, Bart, Thomas Bladen, Roger 
Tuckfield, died, Joſeph Taylor, 

Dartmouth. George Treby, Walter ray 

Berealſton. John Briſtowe, Sir Francis Henry Drake, Bart, 
died, Samuel Heathcote. 

Tiverton. Arthur Arſcott, Dudley Ryder. 

DORSET County. Geo. Chaffin, Edmund Morton Pleydell, 

Poole. George Trenchard, Ihomas Wyndham. 

Dorcheſter. John Browne, Sir Wm. (7) Chapple, Knt. Robert 
Browne. 

Lyme Regis. Henley Holt Henley, John Scrope. 

Weymouth. Tho. Pearce, Edward (s) 'Tucker, John O!mius, 

Melcomb Regis. George Doddington, George Bubb (:) Dod- 
dington, John Tucker. 

Bridport. William Bowles, Solomon Aſhley. | 

Shaftſbury. Philip (i) Bennet, Stephen (x) Fox, Jacob Banks, 
died, Philip Bennet. 

Wareham, Henry Drax, John Pitt. 

Corfe Caſtle. John Bond, John Banks. 


— 


wo. - . 


(n) Succeeded his Father as Lord King. (e) Made Go 
wvebnor of Barbadoes. (p) Foint Treaſurer of Ireland, 
4000 1. Made his Election for Leſtwithiel. % Made hi! 


Zlection for Honiton. (r) Made one of the F uftices of | 


the King's-Bench. (s) Seat wacated, being made Survey 
of his Majefly's Duarries in the Iſle of Portland. (1) Made 

is Election for Bridgwater. (A*) Not duly elected 
(x) Created Lord Ilcheſter at the Expiration of this Parlia- 


ment, 3 
DURHAM 
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DURHAM County. John Hedworth, George Bowes. 
Durham City. Henry Lambton, John Shaftoe. 
ESSEX County. Sir Robert Abdy. Bart. Thomas Bramſton. 
Colchefter. Matthew Martin, Iſaac Lemyng Rebow, died, 
Jacob Houblon. | 
Malden. Colonel Martin Bladen, Henry Parſons, died, Ben- 
jamin Keene. 

Harwich. Hon, Charles Stanhope, Carteret Leathes. 

GLOUCESTER County. Thomas Cheſter, Hon, Benjamin 
Bathurſt. 

Ghucefter City. Hon. Benjamin Bathurſt, Col. John Selwyn. 

Cirenceſter, Thomas Maſter, William (y ) Wodehouſe, died, 
Hon. Henry Bathurſt. | 

Tewkſbury. Lord Viſcount Gage, Robert Tracy. 

HEREFORD County. Velters Cornewal, Hon. Edward 
Harley. | 

Hereford. Thomas Foley, jun. Sir John Morgan, Bart. 

Leominſter, Sir George Caſwell, Robert Harley. 

Weobly. Sir John Buckworth, Bart, John Birch, died, Capt. 
James (z) Cornewall. | 

HERTFORD County, William Plummer, Sir T. Saun. Sea- 
bright, Bart. died, Charles Cæſar, died (a). 

St. Albans. Sir Tho. Afton, Bart. Tho. Aſhby. 

Hertford Tum. Nathaniel Braſſey, Sir Tho. Clerke, Knt. 

HUNTINGTON County. Rob. Piggot, Ld. Robert (6) Mon- 
tagu, Charles Clarke. 

Huntington Town, Hon, Edward Wortley Montague, Col. 
Handaſyde. 

KENT County. Sir Edward Dering, Bart. Lord Vane, died, 
Sir Chriſtopher Powell, Bart. 

Canterbury, Sir Wm. (c) Hardreſs, Bart. Sir Thomas Hales, 
Bart. 'Thomas (4) Broadneux. 

Rocheſter. David Polhill, Admiral Haddock, 

Maidſſone. Wm. Horſmanden Turner, John Finch, died, 
Hon. Capt. Robert Fairfax. 

Rueenborough. Rich. Evans, Sir Geo. Saunders, Knt. died, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton. 


LANCASTER County. Rich. Shuttleworth, Sir Edw. (e) Stan- 


ley, Bart. Peter Bold. 


| (1) Chofen alſo for Norfolk. (z) Captain of a Man 
ar, declared duly elected againſt Mr. Birch. ( No 
Writ for @ new Member. (b) Succeeded his Brother as Duke 
of Mancheſter. (e) Not duly elected (4) Changed 
his Name to May, fence to Knight. (e) Succeeded as Earl 
Derby. 


Nnn Preſien, 
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Preſton. Nicholas Fazakerley, Sir Henry Houghton, Bart, 

Lancaſtler. Sir Thomas Lowther, Bart. Robert Fenwick, 

Newton, William Shippen, Eſq; Legh Maſter. 

Wigan. Earl of Barrymore, Sir Roger Bradſhaigh, Bart, 

Clithero. Thomas Liſter, William Curzon. 

Liwverpoole. Thomas Brereton, Richard Gildart. 

LEICESTER County. Edw. Smith, Ambroſe Philips, dd, 
Harry Lord (/) Grey, Lord (g) Guernley. 

Leiceſter Town, George Wright, Sir Geo. Beaumont, Bart, 
died, James Wig'ey. 

LINCOLN County. Robert Vyner, Sir T. L. (i) Sanderſon, 
K. B. Thomas Whitchcot. 

Lincoln City. Hon, Charles Monſon, Coningſby Sibthorpe. 

Boſton. Albemarle Bertie, Richard Fydell. 

Grimſby. Robert Knight, Sir Robert Sutton, K. B. 

Stamford. William Noel, John Proby. 

Grantham Lord Tyrconnel, K. B. Sir Michael Newton, 
Bart. K. B. | | 

MIDDLESEX County. Wm. Pulteney, (now Earl of Bath) 
Sir Francis Child, Knt died, Sir Hugh Smithſon, Bart. 

We/tminfter. Lord Sundon, Sir Charles Wager, Kt. 

London. Hamp. (4) Parſons, Sir John Barnard, Knt. Mica. 
jah Perry, Robert Willimot, Aldermen, 

MONMOUTH County. Col. (1) Morgan, Major John Han. 
bury, died. Charles Hanbury Williams, 

M:nmouth Town. Lord Charles Noel Somerſet. 

NORFOLK County. Sr Edmund (-) Bacon, Bart. William 
Wodehouſe, ie. Armine Wodehouſe. 

Norwich. Horatio Walpole, Waller Bacon, died, Tho. Vere. 
Lynn Regis. Sir Rob. Walpole, K. G. (now Earl of Orford 
Sir Charles Turn-r, Bart. died, Sir John Turner, Bart. 
Great Tarmouth., Edw. Walpole, Hon, W. Townſend, died, 

Hon. Roger Townſend, 
Thetfird. Charles Fitzroy, Sir Edm. (») Bacon, Bart. Lord 
Auguſtus Fitzroy. 
Caſtle-Rijing. Lieut. Gen, Charles Churchill, Thomas Han. 
mer, died, Lord Viſcount Andover. | 
NORTHAMPTON County, Thomas Cartwright, Sir Juſtin. 
Iſham, Bart. died, Sir Edmund Iſham, Bart. | 
Peterborough, Edward Wortley, Armſted Parker. 


— 


— — — — 


,) Succeeded his Father as Earl of Stamford. 2 Sn 
to the Earl of Aylesford. (i) Succeeded his Brother as Earl 
of Scarborough. (A) Died; no new Writ. (1) Lori 
Lieutenant of the County, (m) Of Garboldiſham. (7) 0 
Gillingham ; died, 
| Northampi': 


( 459 ) 

Northampton Town. Honourable George Compton, William 
Wilmer. 

Brackley. Sir Paul Methuen, X. B. and P. C. George Lee, 
L. L. D. 

Higbam-Ferrert. Hon. John Finch. 

NORTHUMBERLAND County. Sir Wm. Middleton, Bart. 
Ralph (o) Jenniſon. 

Newcaſtle upon Tyne. Nicholas Fenwick, Walter Blachcet. 

Morpeth. Sir Henry Lyddel, Bart. Hen. Viſc. (p) Morpeth, 
Henry Furneſe. 

Berwick. Lord () Polwarth, Will- Wildman Viſc. Barring- 
ton, George Lyddel, died, Thomas Watſon. 

NOTTINGHAM County. William Levinz, jus. Tho. Ben- 

net, died, Hon. John Mordaunt. 

Nottingham Daun. John Plumptree, Borlace Warren. 
Eaft Retford. Sir Robert Clifton, Bart. K B. John White. 
Newark upon Trent. James Pelham, Brigadier Gen. Sutton, 

died, Lord Wm. Manners. 

OXFORD County. Sir William Stapleton, Bart. died, Henry 
Perrot, died, Lord Viſcount Quarrendon, Sir John Daſh- 
wood, Bart. 

Oxford Univerſity. Lord Viſcount Cornbury, George Clark, 
L.L.D. died, Wm. Bromley, died, Edw. Butler, L.L.D. 

Oxford City. Thomas Rowrey, Matthew (7) Skinner, James 
Herbert, died, Philip Herbert, 

Woedftock. Hon. John Spencer, James Dawkins. 

Banbury. Lord Viſc. Wallingford, died, William Moore. 

RUTLAND County. Hon. James Noel, Hon. Tho. Noel. 

SALOP County. Sir John Aſtley, Corbet Kynaſlon, died, 
Richard Lyſter. 

Salop Town. Sir Rich. Corbet, Bart. William Kynaſton. 

Bridgenorth. Tho. Whitmore, Grey James Grove, 

Ludlow. Henry Arthur Herbert, Richard Herbert, 

Great Wenlack. Wm. Forreſter, Samuel Edwards, Brooke 
Forreſter. 

Biſhop's Caſtle. Robert Moore, Edward Kynaſton, 

SOMERSET County. Tho. Strangeways Horner, Sir Wm. 
Wyndham, Bart. died, Tho. Prowſe. 

Briſtol. Sir Abraham Elton, Bart. Tho. Coſter, died, Edw. 
Southwell. 5 | 

Bath. General George Wade, John Coddrington, 


þ — — 
— — — — 


(o) Maſter of the Buck- Hounds. (%) Succeeded his Father 


as Earl of Carliſle. -(q) Succeeded his Father as Earl if 
Marchmont iz Scotland. (r) Made Chief Fuftice of 
Cheſter. : | 

Nnnz2 Bs 
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Wells. Thomas () Edwards, George () Hamilton, William 
Piers, George Speke. 
Taunton. Francis Fane, Hen. William Portman. 
Brid:zwater. Geo. Bubb Doddington, Tho. Palmer, died, 
| Sir Charles Wyndham, Bart. 
Minehead. Francis Whitworth, Alexander Lutterel, died, Sir 
William Codrington, Bart. died, Thomas Carew. 
Tchefler Sir Robert Brown, Charles Lockyer. 
Milbourn Port. Thomas Medlycot, Michael Harvey. 
SOUTH AMPTON County. Lord Harry Powlet, Edw. Liſle, 
Winch:fler George Bridges, Powlett St. John. 
Southampton Town. Sir William Heathcote, Bart. Anthony 
% Henley, John Conduit, died, Tho. Lee Dummer. 
Portſmouth. Philip Cavendiſh, Thomas Lewis, died, Charles 
Stewart, died, Admiral Edward Vernon. 
Yarmcuth in the Iſle of Wight. Lord Harry (a) Powlett, An- 
thory Chute, Pau! Burrard, died, Thomas Gibſon. 
Petersfield Sir William Jolliffe, Knt. Edward Gibbon, 
Newport in the Ile of Wight. George Huckley, Wm, (x) For- 
teſcue, Lord Viſcount Boyne. 
Stockbridge. Sir Humphrey Monnoux, Bart. John Montagu, 
died, John Berkely. 
Newtown, James Worſley, Thomas Holmes. 


Chriſtchurch. Edw. Hooper, Joſ. Hinxman, died, Charles 


Armand Powlett, 

Lymington. Sir John Cope, Bart. Maurice Bockland. 

Whitchurch. John Selywn, jun. John Conduit, died, Colonel 
Mordaunt. | 

Andover. Wm. Guidott, John Pollen, 

STAFFORD County. Hon. Wm. Leveſon Gower, Sir Walter 
Wagſtaff Bagot, Bart. 

Litchfield. Geo. Venables Vernon, Sir Rowland Hill, Bart. 

Stafford Town, Hon. Wm. Chetwynd, Thomas Foley, died, 

ohn Lord Viſcount Chetwynd. 

Newcaſtle under Lyne. Hon. Baptiſt Leveſon Gower, John 
Lawton, jun. died, Randal Wilbraham, 

Tamworth. Ld, John Philip Sackville, Hon. G. () Comp- 
ton, Charles Cotes, M D. 

SUFFOLK County. Sir Jermyn Davers, Bart. Sir Robert 
Kemp, Bart. died, Sir Cordell Firebrace, Bart. 

Ifwich. William Woolaſton, Samuel Kent. 


cn —— 


— 


(s) Both woted not duly elected. (% Not duly elected. 
(2 Made his Election for the County. ( x) Made a Baron 
of the Exchequer. (y) Made his Election for North- 
ampton. | 


Dunwich, 
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Dunwich. Sir George Downing, Bart. X. B. Sir Orlando 
(z) Bridgeman, Bart, Wm. Morden. 

Orford. Rich. Powys, Lewis Barlow, died, Briga. John Y 

Aldborough. Wm Conoily, Geo, Purvis, died, Fran, Guſhry. 

Sudbury. Richard Price, Edward Stephenſon. 

Eye. Hon. Brig. Steph. Cornwallis, Hon. John Cornwallis. 

St. E dmunds- Bury. Hon. Thomas Hervey, Colonel Thomas 
Norton. 

SURREY County. Hon. Ax TH. (a) OnsLow, Tho. Scawen. 

Southwark, Tho. Inwen, Geo. Heathcote. 

Blechingley. Sir William Clayton, Kendrick Clayton, 

Ryegate, James Cocks, Joſeph Jekyll, Knt. died, John 
Hervey. h 

Guifford. Hon. Rich. Onſlow, Hon. Rich. (5) Onflow, Hon. 
Denzii Ouſlow 

Gatton. Paul Docminique, died, Charles Docminique, Wm. 
Newland, died, George Newland, L. L. D. 

Haſlemere. George Oglethorpe, Peter Burrel. 

SUSSEX County. Hon. Henry Pelham, James Butler. 

Chichefter. James Brudenell, Thomas Yates. 

Horſham. Char. Eversfield, Hon. Henry (c) Ingram, Hon. 
Charles Ingram. | 

Midhurft. Thomas Bootle, Bul. Peachey Knight, died, Sir 
Harry (4) Peachey, Kant. died, Sir John Peachey, Bart. 

Lewes. Thomas Pelham, Thomas Pelham, ſen. died, John 

Trevor. | 

New Shoreham. John (e) Phillipſon, Tho. Frederick, died, 
John Frederick. | 

Bramber. Sir Harry Gough, Bart. Harry Gough. 

Steyning. Marquis Carnarvan, Sir Rob. Fagg, Bart. died, 
Hitch Younge. 

Eaft Grinſted. Earl of Middleſex, Edward Conyers. 

Arundel. Sir John Shelley, Bart. Hon. John Lumley, died, 
Garton Orme, 

WARWICK County. Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bart. Hon. 
Edward Digby. 

Coventry. Sir Adolphus Oughton, Bart died, John (/) Neale, 
John Neaie, John (g) Bird, Earl of Euſton. 

Warxvick Town, Thomas Archer, Henry Archer. 


n a 


(z) Made Governor of Barbadoes. (a) Speaker of the 
Houſe this and the laſt Parliament. (b) Succeeded his Fa- 
ther as Lord Onſlow. (c) Succeeded bis Brother as Vif- 
count Irwin in Scotland. (4) Created a Baronet, died. 
(e) Made a Commiſſioner of the Navy, and re-choſen. () Void 
Election. (g Made a Commiſſioner of the Stamp Office. x 

WEST- 
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ok r County. Anthony Lowther, Daniel 
Wilſon. 

Apulby. Sir John Ramſden, Bart. Walter Plummer. 

WILTS County. John Ivory Talbot, John (g) How. 

New Sarum. Peter Bathuſt, Henry Hoare. 

Wilton. Hon. Robert Herbert, Hon. Wm. Herbert. 

Downton. Anthony Duncombe, Joſeph Wyndham Aſhe. 

Hindon, George Fox, Stephen (5) Fox, Henry Fox. 

Heyfſbury. Edward Aſhe, Pierce A*Court. 

Wefibury. Hon. George Evans, John Bance. 

Calne. Walter Hungerford, William Ducket. 

* Francis Ey les, Sir Joſeph Eyles, Knt. died, John 

Arth. 

Chippenham. Richard Long, Roger (i) Holland, Edw. Bayn. 
ton Rolt. 

Malmſbury. Giles Earle, William Rawlinſon Earle. 

Cricklade. Sir Thomas Reade, Bart. Wil iam Gore, 4d, 
Charles Gore. | | 

Great Bedwyn. William Sloper, Robert Murray, died, Ed. 
ward Popham. 

Ludger/hall. Daniel Boone, Peter Delme. 

Old Sarum. Wm. Pitt. Tho. (4) Pitt, Robert Needham. 

Wotton Baſſet. Sir Robert Long, Bart. Nicholas (/) Robinſon. 

Marlborough. Francis Seymour, Edward (m) Liſle, John 
Crawley. 

WORCESTER County. Edm. Lechmere, Sir Her. Perrot 
Packington, Bart, 

Morceſter City. Samuel Sandys, Richard Lockwood, 

Droitwich. Thomas Winnington, Edward Foley. 

Eveſham. Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. William (=) Taylor. 

Bewdley. William (o) Bowles, Phineas Bowles, 

YORK County. Sir Miles Stapylton, Bart. Chomley Turner. 

York City. Sir John Liſter Kay, Bart. Edward "Thompſon. 

King flon upon Hull. George Crowle, Henry Mailter. 

Knareſborough. Hon. Richard Arundel, Sir Henry Slingſby. 

Scarborough. William Thompſon, Sir William Strickland, 
Bart. died, Lord Viſcount (p) Dupplin, William (g) Ol- 
baldiſton, | 


— — 


"I 


(s) Created Lord Chedworth. ) Made his Electiu 
for Shaftſbury. (i) Made a Welch Fuage. (4) Made 
his Election for Oakhampten. % Captain of a Sloop to 
prevent Smuggling. (m) Made his Election for Hampſhire, 
(nu) Died; no new Writ iſſued. (o) Made his Election for 
Bridport. () Son of the Earl of Kinnowl, woted not 

duely elected. | | 


Riten. 
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Rippon. William Aiſlabie, Thomas Duncombe. 

Richmond. Sir Conyers D'Arcy, K. B. John Yorke. 

Heydon. Sir Francis Boynton, Bart. George Berkeley. 

Borough bridge. Lieut. Gen. James Tyrrel, Geo. Gregory. 

Malton. Sir William Wentworth, Bart. Hon. Henry Finch, 

Thirſe, Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. Fredrick Frankland. 

Aldborough. John Jewkes, Andrew Wilkinſon. 

Beverley, Ellerker Bradſhaw, Sir Char. Hotham, Bart. died, 
Charles Pelham. 

North 1 Henry Peirſe, Leonard Smelt, died, William 
Smelt. 

Pontefract. Lord Galloway, Sir William Lowther, Bart. 


CINQUE PORTS. 


Haſtings. Sir William Aſhburnham, Bart. Thomas Pel- 
ham, jun, 

Dover. David Papillon, Thomas Revell. 

Sandwich. Sir George Oxenden, Bart. Joſiah Burchett. 

Hyeth. Hercules Baker, William Glanville. 

New Romney. Stephen Biſſe, David (9) Papillon, Sir Robert 
Auſten, Bart. 

Rye. Sir John Norris, Knt. P. C, Philips Gybbon. 

Winchelſea. Robert Briſtow, Edmund Hungate Beaghan. 

Sea ford. Sir Wm. Gage, Bart. K. B. Wm. Hay. 


W 4 L E 8. 


Argleſea. Nicholas Bailey. 

Beaumaris. Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, died, Lord Viſcount 
(7) Bulkeley. 

BRECON County. John Jefferies. 

Brecon Town, John (s) Talbot. 

CARDIGAN Shire. Walter Lloyd. 

Cardigan Town. Richard Lloyd. 

CAERNARY AN County. John Griffith, died, John Wynn. 

Caernarvan Town. Thomas Wynne. 

DENBIGH County. Sir Wat. Williams Wynne, Bart. 

Denbigh Town. John Middleton. 

FLINT County. Sir Thomas Moſtyn, Bart. 

Flint Town. Sir George Wynne, Bart. 

GLAMORG AN County. Hon. Wm.(t) Talbot, Buſſy Manſell. 


1—ů — 


former Lord. (s) Made a Welch Judge, and re-choſen. 
(t) Succeeded his Father as Lord Talbot. 
Cardif. 


% Made his Election for Dover. (r) Brother of the F 
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Cardiff. Herbert (v) Windſor, Herbert Mackworth. 


MERIONETH County. William Vaughan. 

MONTGOMERY County. Hon. Price (x) Devereux, Robert 
Williams. 

Montgomery Tewn. William Corbet. 

PEMBROKE County. john 0) Campbell. 

Pembroke Town, William Owen. 

Hawer ford Met Sir Eraſmus Philips, Bart. 

RADNOR County. Sir Humphry Howarth, Knt. 

New Radnor. Thomas Lewis. 


C 


Shire of ABERDEEN. Sir Arthur Forbes, Knt. and Bart. 

Shire of AIR. James Campbell. 

Shire of ARGYLE. Sir James (z) Campbell, Bart. Captain 
Charles Campbell. 

Shire of BAMF. James Abercrombie, 

Shire of BERWICK. Alex. Hume Campbell. 

Shire of BUTE and CATHNESS. Brig. Peter Campbell. 


Sbire of CLACKM ANN AN and KINROSS. James Ereſkine, 
Shire of CROMARTIE and NAIRN. John (2) Campbell, 


Alex. Brodie, F Leatham. 

Shire of DUMFRIES. Charles (b) Areſkine. 

Shire of DUNB ARTON. Col. Charles Campbell. 

Shire of EDINBURGH. Robert (c) Dundaſs, Sir Charle- 
Gilmour, Bart. 

Shire of ELGIN. Alex. Brodie, of Brodie. 

Shire of FIFE. Sir John Anſtruther, Bart. 

Shire of FORFAR. Hon. Thomas (4) Lyon, Hon. Col. 
William Maule. ; 

Shire of HADDINGTON. John Cockbourn. 

Shire of INV ERNESS, Sir James Grant, Bart. 


Shire of KINC ARDIN. John Falconar. 


Shire of KIRCUDBRIGHT. Patrick Heron. 
Shire of LANERK. Lord Wm. Hamilton, died, Sir James 


Hamilton, Bart. 


Shire of LINLITHGOW. Alexander Hamilton. 


(u) Succeeded to the Title of Viſe. Windſor (Iriſh,) and Lord 
Montjoy (Engliſh.) (x) Succeeded his Father as Viſcount 


Hereford. (y) Made a Lord of the Admiralty, and re- 


choſen, (x) Made his Election for Stirlingſhire. (a) Made 
his Election for Pembroke. (b) King's Adwvacate, 1000 . 


(c) Made a Lord of the Seſſion, (a) Succeeded bis Brother as 
Earl of Strathmore. 


2 Sire 
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Shire of ORKNEY and ZETL AND. Col. Robert Douglaſs. 
Shire of PEE BLES. Sir James Naſmith, 
Shire of PERTH. Lord John Murray. 
Shire of RENFREW. Alexander Cunningham. 
Shire of ROSS. Hugh Roſe. | 
Shire of ROXBURGH. John Rutherford. 
Shire of SELKIRK. John Murray. 
Shire of STERLING. Sir James Campbell. 
Shire of SUTHERLAND. James Saint Clair. 
Shire of WIGTOWN, Hon. William Dalrymple. 


ROYAL BURGHS of SCOTLAND. 


Edingburgh. Patrick Lindſay. 

Kirkwall, Weeke, Taine, Dingwall. Sir Rob. Munro, Bart. 

Fortrofſe, Irverneſſe, Nairne, &c. Duncan (e) Forbes, Dun- 

can Urquhart. | 

Elkin, Cullin, Bamff, &c. William Steuart. 

Br:chine, Aberdeen, Montroſe, &c. John Middleton, died, 
John Maule. 

Forfar, Perth. Dundee, &c. John Drummond. 

Crail. Anflruther, Pittenweem. Maj. Gen Philip (J) An- 
ſtruther. | 

Kinghorn, Dyſert, Kirkaldie, &c. Thomas Leſlie. 

Innerkithen, Cullroſi, Stirling, &c. Capt. Peter Halket. 

Rutherglen, Glaſcow, Renfrew, Dunbarton. Wm. Campbell. 

Selkirk, Peebles, Lanerk. Hon. James Carmichael]. 

Haddington, Dunbar, Fedburgh. James Fall. 

Dumfries, Kirkcudbright. Char. (g) Areſkine, Wm. (Y) Kirk- 
patrick, Sir Robert Laurie, Bart. . 

Wigtown, New Galloway, &c. Col, James (i) Steuart. 

Rotheſay, Air, Irwin, Inverary. Col. James (i) Steuart. 
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(e) Made Lord Prefident. (f) Lieutenant-Governor 
of Minorca, and Colonel of a Regiment of Foot, 10001. 
() Made his Election for the Shire of Dumfries. Y Made 
one of the principal Clerks of the Scion. (i) Of Baillienhir. 
(4) Of Torrence, 
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OF THE 


Names of the ſeveral Speakers 
IN THE 
SEVENTH VOLUME. 


B. 

ALTIMORE, Lord Viſcount, 192, 201, 207, 209, 
226, 266, 391. 
Barrard, Sir John, 22, 23, 33, 87, 168, 180, 188, 200, 

202, 210, 213, 214, 217, 237, 241, 260, 267, 268, 
286 292, 293, 304, 305, 340, 357, 377, 388, 395- 
| Bariington, Lord Viſcount, 322. 
| Bathurti, „ 258, 273, 288. | F 
| Bladen, Martin, 207. 
Bowles, William, 348. 
Brown, John, 234. 
Burrel, Peter, 187, 345 


Campbell, „ 14, 24, 52, 58, 259, 306, 353, 356, 

374, 392. 

Carew, John, 384, 389. | 
Clutterbeck, Thomas, 41, 53, 441. | 
Cocks, Jamee, 378. 
Cotton, Sir John Hind, 230, 433. 25 
Cornwall, James, 222, 228. 

Cornwall, Velters, 385, 386. 


3 | D. 
Digby, Edward, 309, 310. a 
E. 


Earle, Gyles, 344. SPIE 
azakerly, 


Index of the Names of the Speakers. 


F. b 
Fazakerly, Nicholas, 279, 352. 
Fox, Henry, 265, 266, 309, 444. 
| G. 


Gage, Lord Viſcount, 21 1, 228, 253, 311, 362, 393- 
Gibbon, Philip, 49, 238, 369. 
Gore, —-+, 205, 387. 


Handaſyde, Roger, 38:. 
Harley, Robert, 100, 140. 
Hay, William, 274, 306, 311. 
Howe, John, (Lord Chedworth) 20, 26. 
L 
Lyttelton, George, 254, 256, 285. 
Lockwood, Richard, 267. 
Norris, Sir Joby, 45, 202, 204- 
O. 
Ord, Robert, 26. 
Onſſow, Arthur, (Speaker) 216, 293, 299, 305. 
| b. | 
Pit, William, 46, 271, 282, 283. 
Puiteney, William, (now E of Bath) 16, 17, 31, 44, 46, 
a 230, 244, 3 1, 326, 354, 378, 408, 


446. 
Pelham, Henry, 47, 59, 60, 78, 140, 212, 229, 239, 281 


288, 289 293, 299, 324, 342, 355, 357, 371, 382. 
Perry, Micsjan, 277. 
R 


Rider, Mr. Attorney General, 25, 208, 234, 280, 298. 
S. | 

Sandys, Samue!, (now Chancellor of the Exchequer) 13, 15, 

18, 29, 32, 42, 65, 127, 206, 252, 297) 298, 343, 359, 

52, 363, 366 FRE. 

douthwell, Edward, 183, 215, 254. 

Shippen, William, 319. 


Tyrconnel, Lord Viſcount, 360. 

Thompſon, Edward, 12. 

Tracy, Robert, 208, 259. 
V 


Vyner, Robert, 227, 228, 235, 261, 321. 
W. 
Wade, General, 20 8. 
, 55 370 3 Wager, 
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Lader of the Names of the Speakers. 


Wager, Sir Charles, 201, 238, 253, * 306, 3 10, 312, 


Waller, Edmund, 39, 607 

Walpole, Sir Robert, 16, 31, 32, 46, 14, 189, 215, 223, 
233, 250, 265, 267, 275, 292, 294, 305, 316, 322, 
331, 338, 349, 359- 

Wal pole, Horatio, 43, 51, 196, 203, 242, 281, 448, 

Winnington, Thomas, 14, 23 57, 192, 211, 213, 214, 
232, 241, 283, 284, 306, 376. 

V. 

Yonge Sir William, 16, 21, 24, 30, 123, 136, 198, 209, 

233. 240, 255, '257, 278, 303, 305, 365, 368, 285, 
357, 399, 400. | 
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tek | 
ALIST of the Muss of the HouskE of Commons who voted for 
the CONVENTION, ſhewing the Places which they or their Re- 
lations enjoy, beſides what ſecret Favours may be conferred on them. 


Teller for the Convention. 


6 Salaries per Ann, 
Tho. Winnington, Eſq; Lord of the 1 
| E 16004. 
Bercromby, James, Bamffſhire, Capt. of 
A F. and Dep. Gov. of Stirling Caſtle 600/. 
Court, Pierce, Heyteſbury, Two Brothers 
in the Guards | 
Alton, Sir Rowland, Bedfordſhire 
Archer, Thomas, Warwick, Truſtee for 


Georgia 
Archer, Henry, Warwick, Truſtee for 
Georgia : 
Arcſkine, Charles, Dumfreisſhire, Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland r000Y; 
Arundel, Hon. Richard, Knareſborough, 
Maſter Worker of the Mint 15000, 


Aſhe, Joſ. Windham, Downton 

Athburnham. Sir Wil. Haſtings, Commiſ- 
fioner of the Alienation Office, and Cham- 
berlain of the 'Tally Court 800 J. 

Baker, Hercules, Hythe, Treaſurer of 
Greenwich Hoſpital 5ool, 

Bille, Thomas, Exeter 

B:achan, Edm. Hungate, Winchelſea 

Beauclerk, Lord Vere, Windſor, Lord of 
the Admiralty - 1oool, 

Beauclerk, Lord Sidney, Windſor, Brother 
to Lord Vere and D. of St. Alban's, ob- 
tained a Reverſionary Grant of Crown- 
Lands after a ſhort Term 

Bertie, Hon. Albemarle, Boſton 

Bevan, Arthur, Cacrmarthen 

Biſſe, Ste. Romney, Commiſſioner for Vic- 
tualling the Navy, Clerk of the Crown 

1000 J. 

Bladen, Martin, Malden, Commiſſioner of 
Trade, and Commiſſary for ſettling the 
Trade in the Netherlands 25004, 

Bladen, Thomas, Aſhburton | 

Bockland, Maurice, Lymington, Col. of the 
Foot Guards Foo l. 

Bond, John, Corfe-Caſtle, His Brother 
King's Letter-Carrier : 8 

Bowles, Brig. Phineas, Bewdley, Col. of a 
Reg. of Dragoons in Ireland, and Briga- 
dier on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment 20001. 

Boyne, Lord Viſc. Newport, Commiſſioner 
of the Revenue in Ireland 1000, 

Boynton, Sir Francis, Heydon, His Son in 
the Army | 

Bradſhaigh, Sir Roger, Wigan, His Sons in 
the Army and at Court 

Bradſhaw, Elerker, Beverly | 

Braſſy, Nathaniel, Hertford a 

brercton, Tho. Liverpool, Commiſ. of the 


Victualling Office, his Son in the Lottery 
Otfice . 500 l. 
Bridges, Geo, Wincheſter 
Briſtow, John, Borealfton, Dep, Gov, of 
the Sonth-Sca Company 
Briſtow, Robert, Winchelſea | 
Brodie, Alex. Elginſhire, Lyon King at 
Arms, &c. 800 7, 
Brodie, Alex. Nairnſhire, His Brother 2 
Company in New-York _ 
Bromley, Hen. Cambridgeſhire, Lieutenant 
of the County of Cambridge 
Brown, Sir Robert, Ivelcheſter 
Brudenell, Hor. James, Chicheſter, Com- 
miſſioner of Trade, Groom of the Bed- 
. Chamber, and Gentleman ot the Horſe to 
his Majeſty 2000 J. 
Burchet, Joſiah, Sandwich, Secretary of the 
Admiralty T200 /, 
Burrell, Peter, Haſlemere, Sub-Guvernor 
of the South-Sea Company 
Butler, James, Suſſex | 
Byng, Robert, Plymouth, Commiſſioner of 
the Navy, now Governor of Barbados 
oo J. 
Campbell, Brig. James, Airſhire, Col. of 
the Reg. of Grey Dragoons, and Groom 
of the Bed-Chamber, and Governor of 
Edinburgh Caſtle 3307, 
Campbell, Colonel John, Dumbartonſhire, 
Groom of the Bedchamber, and Col. of 
a Regiment of Foot, and his Daughter 
Keeper of Somerſet Houſe 1400 /. 
Campbell, John, Pembrokeſhire, Lord of 
the Admiralty, with Lodging, Fire and 
Candle 1300 2, 


Carmichael, Hon. James, Lanerk, &c. Bro- 


ther to the Earl of Hyndford, a Lord of 
the Police, and Commiſſioner to the Al- 
ſembly in Scotland . 
Carev, Walter, Dartmouth, Clerk of the 
Green Cloth, and Council 15007, 
Caſwel, Sir George, Leominſter 
Cavendiſh, Philip, Portſmouth, Admiral ef 
the Blue, and Porter ot St. James's 
Palace 600 /, 
Champion, Sir George, Ayleſbury, B. B 
Cholmondeley, Hon. ſames, Camelford, 
Lieut. Gov. of Cheſter Caſtle, and Licut, 
Col. of the Horſe Guards 1000 J. 
Churchill, Charles, Caſtle-riſing, Major 
Gen. Groom of the B:d-Chamber to his 
Majeſty, Col. of a Reg. of Dragoons, and 
Gov. of Plymouth, &c, and his Son a 
Place in the Cuſtom -houſe; in all 4800 l. 
Chute, Anthony, Yarmouth 
A 


Claveringe 
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Clavering, John, Penryn, Groom of the 
Bed-Chamber to his Majefty cool, 

Clayton, Sir William, Blechingly, Seven- 
teen of his Relations in Place 
Clavton. Kenrick, Blechingly, Son to Sir 
William 

Ciutterbuck, Thomas, Plympton, Lord of 
the Admiralty 1900 J. 

Conolly, William, Aldborough 

Cope, Brig. Gen. John, Orford, Colonel of 
a Reg. of Dragoons in Ireland 1500 L. 

Cope, Sir John, Lymington, his Son a Place 
at Court, &c. 

Copleſton, Tho. Kellington, Clerk of the 
Quit Rents, and Forfeiture Office in Ire- 

f land 600 4 

Corbet, Wil iam, Monty: mery, his Father 
a Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms 

Corbet, Thomas, Saltaſh, Under Secretary 
to the Admiralty, and Sec, to Greenwich 

Hoſp. and the Widows Charity $8007. 

Cornwall, James, Weobly, Captain of a 
Man of War 4004, 

Cornwallis, Hon. Ste. Eye, Col. of a Reg. 

- of Foot in England 12000. 

Cornwallis, Hon. John, Eye 

Crowle, George, Hull, Commiſſioner of the 

Navy 5co J. 

Curwen, Edward, Cockermouth 

Danvers, Joſeph, T otneſs 

Darcy, Sir Conyers, Richmond, Comptrol- 

ler of the Houſhold 1000 /, 

Dennis, George, Leſkard, Comptroller of 
the Lotterys , 500 J. 

Doddington, George, Bridgewater, Lord of 
the Treaſury, and Clerk cf the Pells in 
Ireland 3100 J. 

Duddington, George, Weymouth 

Douglas, Hon. Robert, Orkney and Zetland, 
Captain of a Comp. of Foot 2501. 

Downing, Sir George, Dunwich, Knight of 
the Bath ; 

Drummond, Jchn, Dundee, &c. Commiſ- 
ſary for ſettling the Trade in the Nether- 
Jands, and his Nephew Secretary to the 
Order of the Thiſtle 15001. 

Duckett, Col. William, Caln, Lieut. Col. 


in the Horſe-Grenadiers 500 J. 


Duncombe, Anthony, Downton 
Dummer, Tho. Southampton, His Father 
and Self Places in the Great Wardrobe 
12001. 
Tarle. Giles, Malmeſbury, Lord of the 
Treaſury 1600/7, 
Earl, William Rawlinſon, Malmeſbury , 


Clerk of Deliveries in the Ordnance Of- 
fice | 600 /, 
Edgecumbe, Richard, Leſtwithiel, Joint 
Treaſurer of Ireland 4000 J. 


Futton, Lord, Coventry, Son to the Lord 
Chamberlain ; | | 


Evans, Richard, Queenborough, Captain ef 
Pragoons, and Dep. Governor of Sheer. 
nels, &c. 609 /, 

Ever: eld, Charles, Horſham 

Eyles, Sir Joſeph, Devizes, Brother to th: 
Poſt-Maſter General, and Remitter fo 
the Crown 2500 /, 

Eyles, Capt. Francis, Devizes, Commil. 
ſioner for victualling the Navy $001, 

Falcorer, John, Kincardineſkire k 

Fall, James, Jedburgh , &c. a Leaſe ip 
Holy Iſland 

Fane, Francis, Taunton, King's Counci!, 
and to the Board of Trade 800 . 

Finch, Hon. Hen. Receiver-General ard 
Collector of the Revenues in Mine, 

56007, 

Fitzroy, Charles, Thetford, Maſter of his 
Majeſty's Tennis Court and Cornet cf 
Horſe 470 

Fox, Stephen, Shaftſbury, fince made jorn: 
Secretary of the Treaſury 

Fox, Hen. Hindon, Surveyor General ef 
his Majeſty's Works roco. 

Frankland, Sir Tho. Thirſke, Lord of the 
Admiralty, with Lodging, Fire and Canc!: 

13001. 

E . Frederick, 'Thirſke, his 3 
ther ' 

Frederick, Thomas, Shoreham, Truſtec for 
Georpia 

Gage, Sir William, Seaford, Knight of tie 
Bath 

Gallway, Lord Viſcount, Pontefract, Cem. 
miſſioner of the Revenue in IJr.land 

cool. 

Gibſon, Tho. Vermouth, in Hents, Ca- 
veyancer to Sir Rob. Walpole, and Catiur 
to the Pay Office : 

Gildart, Richard, Liverpool, His eldeſt Sn 
Reeeiver Gen, of the Land Tax for de 
County of Lancaſter, and two ot 1's 9+ 
other Sons provided for, &c. 

Glenorchy, Lord Viſcount, Saltaſh 

Gough, Sir Henry, Bramber 

Gough, Capt. Bramber, Director of the 
Eaſt- India Company 

Orant, Sir James, Inverneſsſh, A Gran! 
of Duties in Scotland, his eldeſt Son Com- 


miſſioner of Police, his ſec:nd Son Cap-. 


tain in the Army, and his Brother Cap- 
tain of an independent Company 
Grey, Hen. Reading | 
Gregory, George, Boroughbridge, Store 
keeper of the Ordnance go. 
Griffith, John, Caernarvonſhire, Captain “ 
Foot 250 
Grove, Gray James, Bridgenorth 
Gulſton, Joſeph, Tregoney, Director of the 
South Sca Company 
Hales, Sir Thomas, Canterbury 
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Hales, Tho. bis Son, Grampound, Clerk 
of the Board of Green Cloth 1000 J. 
Halket, Peter, Inverkeithen, Captain of 
Foot 2501. 


Hampden, John, Wendover, Commulary of 


the Stores at Gibraltar 506 J. 

Hanbury, William, Monmouthſhire, Heir 
expectant to the late Lord Ranelagh's 
Eſtate 

Handaſyd, Brig. Roger, Huntington, Col. 
of a Reg. of Foot, and Governor of Fort 
Philip 2500 /, 

Harris, Jobn, Helſton, Tieaſurer to the 
Board of Works 600 7. 

Harvey, John, Ryegate 

Hay, William, Seatord, Commiſſioner of 
the Victualling Office 500 (. 

Heathcote, Sir John, Bodwin, Truſtee for 
Georgia 

Hedworth, John, Durham 

Henley, Hen, Holt, Lyme-Regis, Clerk of 
the Pipe | 5col, 

Herbert, Hon. Tho, Newport Hants, Col. 
in the F. G. and Paymaſter to Gibraltar 

1200 /, 

Herbert, Hon. Rob, Wilton, Commiſhoner 
of Trade 1000 J. 

Herbert, Hon. William, Wilt:n, Colonel 
in the Foot Guards 500 J. 

Herbert, Hon, Arthur, Ludlow, Lieut, 
of.the County of Salop 

Heron, Patrick, Kirkudbright, His Son a 
Company in Georgia 

Hervey, Hon. Tho. St. Edmundſbury, Sur- 
veyor of his Majefty's Gardens and Water- 
Works 5001. 

Hinxman, Jof. Chrit-Church, Woodward 
and Keeper of New-Foreſt, &c. 5001. 

Hoby, Sir Thomas, Great Marlow 

Hoghton, Sir Hen, Preſton, Judge Advo- 
cate 800 /, 


Holden, Samuel, Eaſtlow, Director of the 


Bank 

Howard, Hon. Cha. Carliſle, Colonel of 1 
Regiment of Foot in Ireland, and Dep. 
Gov. of Carliſle Caſtle 1200 J. 

How, John, Wiltſhire 

Howarth, Sir Humph. Radnorſhire 

Hucks, William, Wallingford, the King's 
Brewer 

Hucks, Robert, his Son, Abinddon, Truſtee 
for Georgia 


Huxley, George, Newport in Hants, Com- 


miſſary of the Muſters 8001. 
Jenniſon, Ralph, Northumberland, Maſter 
of the Buck Hounds 224001. 
— 2 Aldborough in Vorkſhire 
ngram,. Hon, Charles, Horſham, Colonel 
of the Foot- Guards oo J. 
Kent, Samuel, IpvSwich, Diſtiller to the 
Court 


Kinaſton, Wm. Shrewſbury, His Brothe 
Sollicitor to ths Cuſtoms 

Knight, Robert, Gr:miby, Son to the late 
Caſhier of the South Sea Co mpany 

Lambton, Hen. Durham 

Laroche, John, Budmyn, Truſtee for Georgia 

Lawrie, Sir Robert. Dumfries, &c. Son in 
Law to the Lord Advocate for Scotland 

Lawton, John, Newealtie Staftordſhire, late 
chick Clerk of the Surctics of the Exciſe 

Leathes, Carteret, Harwich 

Leh-up, Iſaac, Kellingron, Brother in Law 
to Hor, Walpole, and ſent formerly Mi- 
niſter to Germany, and his Brothers and 
Kelations provided for 

Lewis, Tho. Kadnor, Several Relations in 
the Cuſtoms 

Liddeil, Sir Hen. Morpeth 

Liddell, George, Berwick, Director for 
Greenwich Hoſpital of Lord Derwent- 
water's Eſtates 

Lindeſay, Fatrick, Edinburgh, His Bro- 
ther-in-Law Receiver-Gencral in Scot- 
land 

\ Lockyer, Charles, Ivelcheſter 

Longueville, Charles, Eaitluw, Auditor to 
the late Queen, beſides his other Employ- 
ment 800 bs 

Lowther, Sir William, Pontefract, His Bro- 
ther a Place in the Cuſtoms 

Lloyd, Walter, Cardiganſhire, Attorney- 
General in Wales 3001. 

Lloyd, Richard, Cardigan 

Lyttleton, Sir Thomas, Camelford, Lord 
of the Admiralty, with Lodging, Fire 
and Candle 1300 1, 

Maiſter, Henry, Kingſton upon Hull 


Martin, Matthew, Co'cheſter, Director of 


the Eaſt-India Company 


Maule, William, Fortarſhire, Captain of 


Foot, and his Brother Regiſter ot Seifings 
in Scotland 250 4, 
Medlicott, Thomas, Milburne Port 
Middleſex, Earl, Eaſt-Grinſtead, Son to 
the Lord Steward 
Middleton, Sir William, Northumberland 
M ddleton, Brigadier John, Montroſe, &c, 
Colonel of a Reg. of Foot in England, 


Gov. of Holy-Iſtand, and Purveyor of 


Coal and Cand.e for the Gyard-Room at 
Edinburgh N 1400 J. 

Mill, Sir Richard, Penryn 
Monſon, Carles, Lincoln, Deputy Pay-Ma- 
ſter of the Army 100 /. 
Montagu, Lord Robert, Huntingdon, Vice- 
Chamberlain to her late Majeſty $5co 7. 
Mordaunt, John, Nottinghamſhire, Hul- 
band to a Lady of the Bel-chamber to 
the late Queen 500 J. 
Mordaunt, John, Witchurch, Col. in the 
F. G. and Equerry to the King S800 7, 
A 2 | | Morden, 
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Morden, Wilkam, Dunwich - 

Morgan, Thomas, Monmouthſhire, Lieu- 
tenant of the County of Monmouth 

Munro, Sir Robert, Dingwall, &c. His 
Brother an independent Company 

Murray, Lord John, Perthſhire, Colonel in 
the Foot-Guards 500 1, 

Natmith, Sir James, Peeblcſhire, His Bro- 
ther Clerk to the Commiſſion of Notaries 
in Scotland 

Norris, Sir John, Rye, Vice-Admiral of 
England, Admiral of the Red 1200. 

Norton, Thomas, St. Edmund's- Bury, Lieu, 
Gov. of Chelſea College boo l. 

Olmius, Kane Weymouth 

Onſlow, Right Honourable Arthur, Surrey, 
Speaker of the Honſe of Commons, 
Chancellor to the late Queen, and Trea- 
ſurer cf the Navy 5000 l. 

Onſſow, Richard, Guildford, Colonel of a 
Regiment of Foot, and Adjutant-Gene- 
ral | I6oo l. 

Oibaldefton, William, Scarborough 

Owen, William, Pembroke, His two Bro- 
thers Captains of Dragoons, and his third 
Brother Lieut, in the Guards 300 J. 

Owen, John, Weſtlow, Second Brother to 
William Owen, Capt. of a Company of 
Dragoons 

Palmerſton, Lord Viſ. Boſſiney, Chief Ro- 
membrancer in the Court of Exchequer 
in Ireland 1000 J. 

Papillon, David, Dover, his Son a Place 

Parſons, Henry, Malden, Purveyor of Chel- 
ſea College, and Commiſſioner for Victual- 
ling the Navy, &c. &c. 2000 /, 

Pearſe, Thomas, Weymouth, Commiſſioner 
of the Navy 

Peirſe, Henry, Northallerton 

Pelham, Right Honourable Henry, Suſſex, 
Pay- Maſter of his Majeſty's Forces, &c. 

5000 /, 

Pelham, James, Newark, Secretary to the 
Lord Chamberlain, &c, 600 /, 

Pelham, Thomas, Haſtings, Secretary to the 
Embaſſy at the Court of France Goo /, 

Pennington, Sir Joſeph, Cumberland, His 
Son (by his Surrender) Comptroller of the 
Excife-caſh 

Penton, Henry, Tregony 

Phillipſon, 2 Shorcham, chief Clerk 
in the Navy-Office, ſince made Com- 
miſſioner of the Navy, and re-choſe 5004. 

Peers, William, Wells, His Son in the 
Army 

Pigot, Robert, Huntingdonſhire 

Plumer, Richard, St. Maw's, Comm'fſioner 
of Trade 1000 4, 

Plumtree, John, Nottingham, Treaſurer to 
the Ordnance 1000 (, 

Pein, David, Rocheſter, Keeper vt the 


500 . 


Records in the Tower, and his younger 
Brother Keeper of the Records 5000. 
Pollen, John, Andover 
Poulet, Hon. Peregrine, Boſſiney, Brother 
to a Lord of the Bed - chamber to his Ma. 
jeſty 3c0/, 
Powlett, Lord Harry, Hampſhire, Lord f 
the Admiralty, and his Son an Enſign in 
the Guards 15001, 
Purvis, George, Aldborough, Comptrolle: 
of the Navy 10001. 
Read, Sir Thomas, Cricklade, Clerk dt 
the Board of Green- cloth 
Revell, Thomas, Dover, Commiſ. for vic. 
tualling the Navy, and Contracter for 
Gibraltar 20000 
Rich, Sir Robert, St. Ives, Groom of tl: 
Bed-chamber, and Col. of a Regiment«; 
Dragoons, and his Son a Cornet of Da. 
goons 230. 
Robinſon, Nicholas, Wotton Baſſet, Cap- 
tain of a Sloop to prevent Snuwuggling 
500 {, 
Roſe, Hugh, Roſsſhire, his Uncle Licute- 
nant-Colonel of Dragoons 
Ryder, Dudley, Tiverton, Attorney-Cener! 
I 509 4 
Sackville, Lord John, Tamworth, Son to 
the Lord Steward, Captain of a Company 
of Foot 2501, 
St Clair, James, Sutherlandſhire, Col, ot. 
Reg. of Foot, and of two Battal, 2000/, 
St John, Pawletr, Wincheſter 
Scrope, Hon, John, Lyme-Regis, Secretary 
to the Treaſury 30000 
Selwyn, John ſenior, Gloceſter, late Recei- 
er-General of the Cuſtoms, and jurrend- 
er'd it to his Brother, Treaſurer to ti: 
late Queen 4600 4, 
„ junior, Whitechurch, Tra 
furer to the Duke and Princeſſes, and th: 
Reverſion of two Places in the Weſt- Indie 
Soc. 
Shelley, Sir John, Arundell, Brother-in-Hn 
to the Duke of Newcaſtle, his Brother 
Commiſſioner of the Stamp-Duty 
Sleper, William, Great Bedwin, Deput) 
Cofterer ooo 
Smelt, Leonard, Northallerton, Clerk d 
the Ordnance 700 * 
Stert, Arthur, Plymouth, Commiſſary fi 
ſettling the Merchants Loſſes by the Spa. 
niards ever ſince the Year 1728 1000 
Steuart, Hon. Col. James, Wigton, &c- C0. 
in the Guards goo" 
Steuart, William, Bamff, &c. Paymaſter d 
forcien Penſions, and Overſeer ot the 
King's Swans, and principal King's Re- 
menibrancet for the Exchequer in Scot- 
land 1400. 
Strange, 
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Strange, John, Weſtlow, Solicitor-Oeneral 


Tooo J. 


Sundon, Lord, Weſtminſter, Lord of the 


Treaſury 1600 J. 

Talbot, Hon. John, Brecon 

Thompſon, Edward, York, Commiſſioner 
of the Revenues in Ireland 1000 J 

Thompſon, William, Scarborough, Com- 
miſſioner for victualling the Navy 1000/7, 

Towers, Tho. Wallingford, Truſtee for 


Georgia 


Townſhend, Hon. Thomas, Cambridge U- 


niverſity, Teller of the Exchequer 2000 J. 

Tracey, Robert, Tewksbury, Truſtee for 
Georgia 

Treby, Geo. Dartmouth, Maſter of the 
Houſehold 1000 J. 

Trefuſis, Thomas, Grampound, Captain of a 
Man of War 400 1. 

Trenchard, George, Pool 

Trevor, John Morley, Lewis 

Tucker, John, Weymouth, his Father a 
Grant of the Quarries in Portland 

Turner, Sir John, Lyan, many of his Re- 
lations in Places 

Turner, Cholmley, York 

Turner, William Horſmanden, Maidſtone 

Tyrconnel, Lord Viſc. Grantham, Truſtee 


for Georgia 


| Tyrrel, James, Boroughbridge, Maj. Gen. 


Col. of a Regiment of Foot, and Gov. of 
Tilbury Fort, &c, 1800 J. 
Urquhart, Duncan, Forreſs, &c. Lieut. in the 
Foot Guards, his Father Receiver of the 
Biſhops Rents 200 J. 
Vere, Thomas, Norwich 
Wade, George, Bath, General of his Majeſ- 
ty's Forces in Scotland, Col. of a Reg. of 
Horſe, and Gov. of Fort William 4000 /. 
Wager, Sir Charles, Weſtminſter, firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty, and Admiral of the 
White, Se. 3600 l. 
Walker, Tho. Plympton, Surveyor-General 
of the Crown Lands, &c. 1:00 4 
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Wallingford, Lord, Banbury, Major in the 
Horſe-Guards 500 J. 
Walpole, Sir Robert, Lynn, Chancellor and 
Under Treafurer of the Exchequer, Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſuty, Sc. Cc. &c 
8000 . 

Walpole, Hor. Norwich, Ambaſſador Ex 
traordinary, and Plenipo. to the States- 
General, Cofferer to his Majeſty, and Au- 
ditor-General to the Plantations, &c. Cc. 
Ti600 J. 


. Walpole, Edward, Yarmouth, Secretary to 


the Treaſury of England, and Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland gooo 7. 
Wardour, William, Fowey, his Brother, 
Lieut, Col, in the Horſe-Guards 
White, John, Retford, Truſtee for Georgia 
Whitworth, Francis, Minehead, Surveyor- 
General of his Majeſty's Foreſts 1000 l. 


Williams, Sir Nicholas, Caermarthenſhire, 


Lieut, of the County of Caermarthen, 
and Keeper of the Court-Leets 5001. 

Wills, Sir Cha. Totneſs, Col. of the firſt 
Regiment of Foot-Guards, and Lieut. 
Gen, of Foot and Ordnance 4000. 

Wilmer, William, Northampton 

Wilkinton, Andrew, Aldborough Yorkfh. 

Woollaſton, William, Ipſwich, Truſtee for 
Georgia 

Wyndham, Tho. Pool 

Wynn, Sir George, Flint, a Grant from the 
Crown of the Mines in Flintſhire for 32 
Years 

Wynn, Thomas, Caernarvon, Clerk of the 
Board of Green Cloth 10004. 

Yonge, Sir William, Honiton, Secretary at 
War 25004, 

Yorke, John, Richmond 

Ot the foregoing voted for the Exciſe 14% 


Againſt it 13 
Ablent 7 
Choſe ſince 101 

— — 


Teller againſt the Co NVYENTIO x. 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart, Eveſham 


ABÞBiy, Sir Robert, Eſſex 
Affleck, Gilbert, Cambridge Town 
Aiſlabie, William, Rippan, Auditor of the 
Impreſt for Life 2000 1, 
Andover, Lord Viſcount, Caſtleriſin g 
Archer, William, Berks 
Aſhby, Thomas, St Albans 
Aſhley, Solomon, Rridport, lock'd out ---+ 
next Day voted againſt it 
Aſtley, Sir John, Salop 
Aſton, Sir Thomas, St Albans 
Bacon, Sir Edmund, Norfolk 
Bagot, Sir Walt, Wagſtaff, Staffordſhite 


Baltimore, Lord, St Germains, Gentleman, 


of the Bed-chamber to the Prince 6901. 
Bampfylde, John, Devonihi:e 
Bance, John, Weſtbury, DireQor of the 
Bank 


Bankes, John, Corfe-caſtle 


Barnard, Sir John, London 

Barrymore, Earl, Wigan 

Bathurſt, Hon. Benjamin, Glouceſterſhire 

Bathurſt, Hon. Henry, Cirenceſter 

Bathurſt, Benjamin, Glouceſter 

Bathurſt, Peter, New Sarum 

Bayley, Nicholas, Angleſca 
Bayntun, 
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Bryntun, (Rult) Robert -Edw, Chippenham 

B-rkeley, Hon. George, Heydon, Maſter 
of St. Katharine's Hoſpital, London, for 

| Life 400 {, 
Berkeley, Hon, John, Stockbridge 

Blackett, Walter, Newcaſtle 

Bold, Peter, Lancaſhire 

Boon, Daniel, Luggerſhall 

Bootle, Thomas, Midhurſt 

Bowes, George, Durham 

Bramſton, Thomas, Etlex 

Brewne, John, Dorcheſter, King's Council 

Browne, Robert, Dorcheſter 

Buckworth, Sir John, Weobly 

Burgoyne, Sir Roger, Bedfordthire 

Butler, Dr, Edward, Oxford Univerſity 

Cæſar, Charles, Hertfordſhire » 

Campbell, Brig. Peter, Buteſhire, Lieut, 
Governor of Portſmouth 300 J. 

Campbell, Charles, Shire of Argyle, Captain 
of Foot 250 J. 

Campbell, William, Renfrew, Sc. Equerry 
to the Duke, and Cornet of Horſe 340 7, 

Carew, Sir William, Cornwall 

Carew, Thomas, Minchead 

Carnarvon, Marquis of, Steyning, Gentleman 
of the Bedchamber to the Prince 600 /, 

Cartwright, 'Thomas, Northamptonſhire 

Chafin George, Dorcheſter 

Chamberlayne, George, Buckingham 

Cheſter, Thomas, Glouceſterſhire 

Chetwynd, Ld. Viſc. Stafford 

Chetwynd, William, Stafford 

Child, Sir Francis, Middleſex 

Chicheſter, Sir ]-hn, Barnſtable 

Cholmondley, Charles, Cheſhire 

Clifton, Sir Rob. Kt. of the Bath, Retford 

Codrington, John, Bath 

Compton, Hon. George, Northampton 

Cornbury, Ld, Viſc. Oxford Univerſity 

Cornewall, Velters, Herefordſhire 

Cofter, Thomas, Briſtol 

Cotes, Dr. Charles, Tamworth 

Cotton, Sir John Hynde, Cambridge Town 

Courtney, Sir William, Honiton | 

Courtney, Kellend, 'Truro 

Crawley, John, Marlborough 

Crewe, John, Ch<thire 

Cuningham, Alexander, Renfrewſkire 

Curzon, Sir Nathaniel, Derbyſhire 

Dalrymple, Hon. Wm. Shire of Wigtoun 

Davers, Sir Jermyn, Suffolk 

Dawkins, James, Woodſtock 

Delme, Peter, Luggerſſiall 

Dering, Sir Edward, Kent 

Devereux, Hon. Price, Montgomeryſhire 

Digby, Hon. Edward, Warwickſhire, 'Truf- 
tee for Georgia 

Drax, Henry, Wareham 

Duncombe, Thomas, Rippon 


Elliot, Richard, Leſtwithiel, Receiver-Ge. 
neral to the Prince 500 J. 

Elton, Sir Abraham, Briſtol 

Ereſkine, Hon. James, Clackmannan, Se. 
cretary to the Prince for Scots Affairs 

Evans, Hon, George, Weſtbury 

Evelyn, John, Helſton, Groom of the Beg. 
chamber to the Prince 400 J. 

Fage, Sir Robert, Steyning 

Fazakerley, Nicholas, Preſton 

Fenwick, Robert, Lancaſter, Attorney Gen, 
and King's Serjeant in the Dutchy of Lan- 
caſter 

Fenwick, Nicholas, Newcaftle upon Tyne 

Finch, Hon, William, Cockermouth 

Finch, Hon: John, Higham-Ferrers, King's 
Council 

Finch, Hon, John, Maidſtone 

Foley, Edward, Droitwich 

Forbes, Sir Arthur, Aberdeenſhire 

Forteſcue, Hon. 'Theophilus, Barnſtable 

Fox, George, Hindon 

Furneſe, Henry, Morpeth 

Fydall, Richard, Boftan 

Gage, Lord Viſcount, Tewkeſbury 

Gibbon, Edward, Petersfield 

Gilmour, Sir Charles, Edinburghſhire 

Gore, 'I homas, Agmondeſham 

Gower, Hon. W. Leveſon, Staffordſhire 

Cower, Hon, Bap. Leveſon, Newcaſtle un- 
der Line 

Grey, Lord, Leiceſterſhire 

Greenville, Richard, Buckingham 

Groſvenor, Sir Robert, Cheſter 

Guidott, William, Andover 

Gybbon, Phillips, Rye 

Hamilton, Lord Arch. Queenborough, Cof- 
ferer to the Prince, and Surveyor Gene- 
ral of Cornwall for the Prince 12000. 

Hamilton, Sir 22 Lanerkſhire 

Harley, Edward, Herefordſhire 

Harley, Robert, Leominſter 

Harvey, Michael, Milborn-Port 

Heathcote, Sir William, Southampt:n, 
Truſtee for Georgia 

Heathcote, George, Southwark, Truſtce 
for Georgia 

Herbert, James, Oxford City 

Hill, Sir Rowland, Litchfield 

Holmes, Thomas, Newtown 

Hooper, Edward, Chriſt Church 

Horner, T. Strangeways, Somerſetſhire 

Houblon, Jacob, Colcheſter 

ems, H. Alex. Campbell, Shire of Ber- 
wie 

Hungerford, Walter, Calne 

Hyiton, John, Carliſle 

Jefterys, John, Breconſhire 

Inwis, Thomas, Southwark 

Irby, 
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Irby, Sir William, Launceſton, Chamber- 
lain to the Princeſs 800 J. 

Iſnam, Sir Edmund, Northamptonſhire, 
Judge Marſhal and Lord High Admiral's 
Advocate 

Kay, Sir John Liſter, York 

Kynaſton, Corbet, Salop 

Kynaſton, Edward, Biſhop's Caſtle 

Knight, Thomas, Canterbury _ 

Lechmere, Edmund, Worceſterſhire 

Lee, Sir Thomas, Bucks 

Lee, Doctor George, Brackley f 

Leſlie, Hon. Tllnnas Dyſert, &c. a Lieu- 
tenant of Dragoons, Halt-Pav. 501. 

Levinz, William, Nottingbamſhire 

Limerick, Lord Viſc. Wendover, Truſtee 
for Georgia 

Lifle, Edward, Hampſhire 

Liſter, Thomas, Clitheroe 

Lockwood, Richard, Worceſter 

Long, Sir Robert, Wotton-Baſſet 

Long, Richard, Chippenham 

Lowther, Hon. Anthony. Weſtmoreland 

Lyttleton, George, Okehampton, Secretary 
to the Prince $56 J. 135. 4d. 

Mackworth, Herbert, Cardiffe 

Manners, Lord William, Newark 

Marſhall, Henry, Agmondeſham 

Maſter, Thomas, Cirenceſter 

Maſter, Leigh, Newton 

Meadows, Sidney, Taviſtock 

Methuen, Sir Paul, Brackly 

Moleſworth, Sir ſohn, Newport 

Monoux, Sir Eumphrey, Stockbridge 

Montagu, Edward, Huntingdon 

Mordaunt, Sir Charl:s, Warwickſhire 

Morgan, Sir John, Hereford 

Marte, Sir William, Launceſton 

Moſtyn, Sir Thomas, Flintſhire 

Murray, John, Selkirkſhire 

Myddleton, John, Denbigh 

Nedham, Robert, Old Sarum 

Newton, Sir Michael, Grantham 

Newland, George, Gatton 

Noel, Hon. James, Rutlandſhire 

Noel, Thomas, Rutlandſhire 

Noel, Wm. Stamford, King's Council 

Ongley, Samuel, Bedford 

Ord, Robert, St. Michaels 


*Oxenden, Sir George, Sandwich 


Packer, Winchcomb, - Berks 

Packington, Sir Herbert, Worceſterſhire 

Parker, Armſted, Peterborough 

Parſons, Humphrey, London 

Peachy, Sir John, Midhurſt 

Perry, Micajah, Lord Mayor, London 

Pitt, William, Old Sarum, Groom of the 
Bed-chamber to the Prince 4000. 

Put, John, Wareham 


Pitt, Thomas, Oakhampton, a Pay. Ma. 
iter for the Coynage af Tin y 217 

Playdell, Edm. Morton, Dorſetſhire / 

Polwarth, Lord, Bu w.ck 

Popham, Edward, Great Bedwin 

Portman, Henry William, Tauntos 

P.,wel, Sir Chriſtopher, Kent 

Powys, Richard, Orford 

Pread, Wm. Mack worth, St. Ives 

Price, Richard, Sudbury 

Proby, John, Stamford 

Pultney, William, Middleſex 

Ramſden, Sir John, Apulby 

Raſhleigh, Jonathan, Fowey 

Rowney, Thomas, Oxford 

Rutherford, John, Roxburghſhize 

St. Aubin, Sir John, Corowall 

Sambrooke, Sir Jeremy, Bedford! 

Sandys, Samuel, Worceſter 

Saunderſon, Sir Thomas, Lincolnſhire, Trea- 
ſurer to the Prince 12004. 

Scawen, Thomas, Surrey 

Seymour, Francis, Marlborough 

Shafto, Jobn, Durham 

Shepheard, Samuel, Cambridgeſhire 

Shippen, William, Newton 

Shuttleworth, Richard, Lancaſter 

Sibthorp, Coningſby, Lincoln 

Slingſby, Sir Henry, Knareſborough 

Smith, Edward, Leiceſterſhire 

Sommerſet, Lord Noel, Monmouth 

Spencer, Hon. John, Woodſtock 

Stanhope, Hon. Sir Wm. Bucks 

Stanhope, Hon. John, Derby 

Stanhope, Charles, Harwich 

Stapleton, Sir William, Oxfordſhire 

Stapleton, Sir Miles, Yorkſhire 

Stephenſon, Edward, Sudbury 

Stewart, Admiral Charles, 
Vice-Admiral of the White 

Talbot, John Ivory, Wiltthire 

Taylor, William, Eveſham 

Townſhend, Hon, Roger, Great Varmonth, 
Capt, of Horſe 500 “ 

Trefuſis, Robert, Truro 

Vane, Ken. Henry, St. Maws 

Vaughan, William, Merionethſhire 

Vernon, Sir Charles, Chippen-Wichcomb 

Vernon, Geo. Vencables, Litchfield 

Vyner, Robert, Lincolnſhire 

Waller, Edmund, Great Marlow 


Portſmouth, 
400 J. 


Waller, Harry, Chippen-Wichcomb 


Warren, Borlace, Nottingham 
Whitmore, Thomas, Bridgnorth 
Wigley, James, Leiceſter 
Willimott, Robert, London 
Wodehouſe, Armine, Norfolk 
Worſley, James, Newton 


Wortley, 
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Wortley, Edward, Peterborough 
Wrighte, George, Leiceſter 
Wyndham, Sir William, Somerſetſhire 
Wyndham, Charles, Bridgwater 
Wynne, Watkin Williams, Denbighſhire 
Yates, Thomas, Chicheſter 


Of theſe were for the Exciſe 12 
Againſt it 102 
Abſent at the Exciſe 6 
Choſe ſince 113 

In all 233 


The Names of thoſe who were abſent. 


Nitruther, Sir John, Shire of Fife, Ma- 
ſter of-the King's Works in Scotland 
400 J. 
Anſtruther, Brig. Philip, Petten-Weem, 
Kc. A Col. of a Regiment of Foot and 
Lieut. Gov. of Minorca : 30-0 /, 
Arſcot, Arthur, Tiverton 
Aſh, Edward, Heyteſbury, Commiſſioner of 
Trade (abſent with Charles Pelham) 
1000 /, 
Auſten, Sir Robert, Romney 
Bennett, Philip, Shaftſbury 
Bowles, William, Bridport 
Buckley, Lord Viſc. Beaumaris 
Bunbury, Sir Charles, Cheſhire 
Campbell, Sir James, Stirlingthire, Muſter - 
Maſter General in Scotland $091, 
Cavendiſh, Ld. Charles, Derbyſhire, Bro- 
ther to the Duke of Devonſhire 
Cavendiſh, Lord James, Derbyſhire, Uncle 
to the Duke of D-vonſhire 
Clarke, Sir Thomas, Hertford 
Cocks, James, Ryegate 
Cock burne, John, Heddingtonſhire 
Conyers, Edward, Eaſt-Grinitead 
Corbet, Sir Richard, Shrew{bury 
Croſs, Sir John, Leſtwithiel 
Curzon, William, Clitheroe 
Docminique, Charles, Gatton 
Drake, Sir Francis, Borealſton 
Fane, Hon. Charles, Taviſtock, (Abſent 
with Mr, Manſel) Envoy to the Court of 
Florence 1800 J. 
Finch, Hon. Edward, Cambr. Univerſity, 
Envoy and Plenipotentlary in Sweden 


2300. 
Fitzroy, Lord Auguſtus, Thettord, Cap- 
tain of a Man of War 400 J. 


Firebrace, Sir Cordell, Suffolk 
Foley, Thomas, Hereford 
Foreſter, William, Wenlock 
Foreſter, Brook, Wenlock, his Son 
Glanville, William, Hythe, Commiſſioner 
of the Revenue in Ireland, Lock d out 
T0007, 
Gore, Will:am, Cricklade 
Haddock, Nicholas, Rocheſter, Admiral 
and Commander of a Fleet 2000 f. 
Hamilton, Alexander, Linlithgowſhire 
Herbert Richard, Ludlow 
Hoarc, Henry, New Sarum 
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olliff, Sir William, Petersfield 
wther, Sir Thomas, Lancaſter 
Lowther, Sir James, Cumberland | 
Lumley, Hon. John, Arandell, Groom af 
the Bed-chamber to the Prince, and Col, 
in the Guards goo, 
Manſel, Hon. Buſſy, Glamorganſhire, Ab- 
ſent with Mr. Fane) 
Montagu, Charles, St. Germains, Auditor 
to the Prince and County of Cornwall 
500 J. 
More, Robert, Biſnop's-Caſtle 
Neal, John, Coventry, his Wife Dreſſer 
to the late _— 300 J. 
Northcote, Sir Henry, Exeter 
Oglethorpe, James, Haſlemere, General 
and Commander of his Majeſty's Forces 
in Georgia, and Colonel of a Regiment 
I2001, 


Onſlow, Hon. Richard, Guildford, Son to 


the Lord Onflow Teller of the Exchequer 

Pelham, Charles, Beverley, Abſent with 
Edw. Ath 

Pelham, 'Thomas Lewis, Commiſſioner of 
Trade I090 G& 

Perrott, Henry, Oxfordſhire 

Philips, Sir Eraſmus, Haverfordweſt 

Plumber, William, Hertfordſhire 

Plumber, Walter, Apulby 

Pottenger, Richard, Readiug, Welch Judge 

o. 

Rol'e, Henry, Devon . 

Speke, George, Wells 

Stuart, Col, James, Air, &c, a Col. in 
the Foot-Guards, Gent. Uſher and Daily 
Waiter, &c. 650. 

Sutton, Sir Robert, Grimſby 

Tower, Chriſtopher, Ayleſbury, Truſtce ter 
Georgia - 

Tuckfield, Roger, Aſhſburton 

Watts, Thomas, St. Michael 

Wentworth, Sir Wm, Malton, his Brother 
a Col, of a Regiment of Foot 

Wilſon, Daniel, Weſtmoreland 


The Pro's with Chairm. and Teller 262 
The Contra's, with Tell, x miſ-told 234 
Thoſe that were abſent 62 
In all 558 
Number of Employments 234 
Annual Value 2129561, 13 5. 44. 
A LIST 
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A LIST of the Members who voted For the PrAck-BtI I, 
January 29, 1739-40. 


TELLERS for the B1LI. 


* 


M* Sandys þ Yeas 
Mr. Harley F 206. 
County of Bedford. 

Sir Roger Burgoyne 
Town of Bedford. 
Sir Jer. Vanak. Sambrooke 


Samuel Ongley 


Berks. 
Winchombe Packer 
Penyſton Powney 

Reading, 
John Blagrave 
Bucks. 
Sir Thomas Lee 
Buckingham, 
Richard Greenville 
Chipping Wicomb, 
Sir Charles Vernon 
H Waller 
OY Agmondeſham, 
Henry Marſhal 
Thomas Gore 
Great Marlow. 
Edmund Waller 
Town of Cambridge, 
— ng Hynd Cotton 
Gilbert Affleck 
County of Cheſter. 
Charles Cholmondeley 
City of Cheſter. 
Sir Robert Groſvenor 
bir Charles Bunbury 
Cornwall. 
Sir William Carew 
Sir John St. Aubyn 
Launceſton. 
Sir William Morrice 
Sir William Irby, Chamber- 
lain to the Princeſs 
Leſkard. 
Richard Eliot, Receiver- 
General to the Prince 

Truro. 
Robert Trefuſis 

Fowey. 
Jonathan Raſhleigh 

St. Michael. 
Thomas Watts 
Robert Ord 


Newport. 
Sir John Moleſworth 
St. Maus. 
Hon. Henry Vane 
City of Carliſle, 


- John Hylton 
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Cockermouth, 
Hon, William Finch 
County of Derby, 
Lord Charles Cavendiſh 
Town of Detby. 
Bord James Cavendiſh 
Hon, John Stanhope 
Exeter, 
Sir Henry Northecte 
Oak hampton, 
Thomas Pitt 
George L.ttleton 
Barnſtaple. 
Theophilus Forteſcue 
| Honiton, 
Sir William Courteney 
Taviſtock, 
Hon. Charles Fane 
Sidney Meadows 
Dorſetſhire, 
George Chafin 
Dorcheſter, 
John Browne 
Bridport, 
William Bwes 
Wareham, 
Henry Drax 
John Pitt 
Durham. 


Sir Robert Abdy 
Thomas Bramſton 

Colcheſter, 
Jacob Houblon 

County of Glouceſter, 
Hon, Ben. Bathurſt 
Thomas Cheſter 
City of Glouceſter. 

Benjamin Bathurſt 

Cirenceſter. 
Thomas Maſter 
Hon. Henry Bathurſt 

Tewkſbury. 
Lord Viſcount Gage 

County of Hereford, 
Edward Harley 
Velters Cornewall 
City of Hereford» 

Sir John Morgan 
Thomas Foley 

Leominſter, 
Robert Harley 


- 


Robert Wilimot 
B 


Weobley. 
Sir John Buckworth 
County of Hertford, 
Charles Cæſar 
St. Albans, 
Thomas Aſhby 
Borough of Huntingdon, 
Edward Montagu 
Kent. 
Sir Edward Dering 
Sir Chriſtopher Powell \ 
Canterbury, 
Thomas Knight 
Queenborough, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
Cofferer to the Prigce, and 
Surveyor General of Corn- 
wall, 
County of Lancaſter. 
Peter Bold 
Borough of Lancaſter. 
Robert Fenwick 
Preſton, 
Nicholas Fazakerley 
Newton, 
William Shippen 
Wygan. 
Earl of Barrymore 
Clitheroe. 
Thomas Liſter 
County of Leiceſter, 
Lord Guernſey 
Edward Smith 
Borough of Leiceſter, 
George Wright 
James Wigley 
County of Lincoln. 
Robert Vyner 
City of Lincoln, . 
Coningſby Sibthorp 
Boſton, 
Richard Fydell 
Stamford, 
William Noel 
John Proby 
Grantham. 
Lord Viſcount Tyrconnel 


Sir Michael Newton 


Middleſex, 
William Pulteney 
City of Londons 


Sir John Barnard 


Humphrey Parſons 
Micajah Perry 


Porough 


Borough of Monmouth. 
Lord Charles Noel Somerſct 
Norfolk. 
Sir Fdmund Bacon 
Armine Woodhouſe 
Great Varmouth. 
Roger "Townſhend 
Caſtleriſing. 
Lord Andover 
County of Northampton. 
Sir Edmund Iſham 
Thomas Cartwright 
Peterborough, 
Edward Wortley- 
Town of Northampton, 
Hon, George Compton 
Brackley. 
George Lee, Doctor of Laws 
Northumberland, 
Sir William Middleton 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
Nicholas Fenwick 
Walter Blackett 
Morpeth. 
Henry Furneſe 
Berwick. 
Lord Viſcount Polwarth 
County of Nottingham, 
William Levinz 
Town of Nottingham, 
Borlace Warren 
Eaſt Redford 
Sir Robert Clifton 
Newark upon Trent, 
Lord William Manners 
County of Oxford. 
Sir ou Daſhwood 
niverfity of Oxford, 
Lord Viſcount Cornbuiy 
Edward Butler, Dr. of Laws 
City of Oxford. 
Thomas Rowney 
James Herbert 
Woodſtcck, 
James Dawkins 
Rutland. 
Hon. James Noel 
Thomas Noel 
Salop» 
Sir John Aſtley 
Corbet Kynaſton 
B. ſhopſcaſtle. 
Edward Kynaſton 
County of Somerſet, 
Sir William Wyndham 
Briſtol. 
Sir Abraham Elton 
Edward Southwell 
Minehead, 
Thomas Carew 
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Milbourn Port. 
Michael Harvey 
Town 0: Southampton, 
Sir William Heathcote 
Petersficld, 
Edward Gibbon 
Stockbridge. 
Hon. John Berkeley 
Sir Humphrey Monoux 
Newton, 
James Worſley 
Chriſt-church. 
Edward Hooper 
County of Stafford, 
Sir Walter Bagot 
Hon. Wm. Levenſon Gower 
Lichfield, 
Sir Rowland Hill 
George Venables Vernon 
Stafford, 
Lord Viſcount Chetwynd 
William Chetwynd 
Newcaſtle under Line, 
Hon, Baptiſt Leveſon Gower 
Tamworth- 
Charles Coates, Doctor of 
Phyſick 
County of Suffolk, 
Sir German Davers 
Ortord, 
Richard Powys 
Sudbury, 
Richard Price 
Edward Stephenſon 
Surry. 
Thomas Scawen 
Southwark. 
Thomas Inwen 
George Heathcote 
Ryegate, 
James Cocks 
Gatton- 
Geo. Newland, Dr. of Laws 
Chicheſter, 
Thomas Y ates 
Midhurſt, 
Sir John Peachey 
Thomas Bootle 
Steyning. 
Lord Marquis of Caernarvon 
Sir Robert Fagg 
Eaſt- Grinſtead, 
Edward Conyers 
Arundel, 
Garton Orme 
Warwickſhire, 
Hon. Edward Digby 
Sir Charles Mordaunt 
Coventry, 
John Neale 


Town of Warwick, 
Thomas Archer 
Henry Archer 
Apulby, 
Walter Plumer 
Worceſterſhire. 
Sir Herbert Packington 
Edmund Lechmere 
City of Worceſter, 
Samuel Sandys 


Richard Lockwood 


Droitwich, 
Edward Foley 
Eveſham, 
Sir — Ruſhout 
William Taylor 
Wiltſhire, 
John Ivory Talbot 
New Sarum. 
Peter Bathurſt 
Hindon. 
George Fox 
Weſtbury, 
John Bance 
| Chippenham. 
Edward Baynton Rolt 
Cricklade, 
William Gore 
Bedwin. 
Edward Popham 
Luggerſhall, 
Peter Delme 
Daniel Boone 
Old Sarum, 
Willliam Pitt 
Wotton Baſſet» 
Sir Robert Long 
Marlborough. 
Francis Seymour 
John Crawley 
County of Vork. 
Sir Miles Stapylton 
City of York, 
Sir John Lyſter Kaye 
Knareſborough, 
Sir Henry Slingſby 
Rippon, 
Thomas Duncombe 


Richmond. 
John Yorke 
Beverly, 
Charles Pelham 
Northallerton, 
Henry Peirſe 
Sandwich. 
Sir George Oxendon 
Rye. 
Thillips Gybbon 


WALES 
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WALES, Glamorganſhire, Hon. Hume- Campbell 
Brecon, Hon. Buſſy Manſel Hon, James Erſkin 
John Jeffreys . Merioneth, Sir Charles Gilmour 
Denbigh. William Vaughan Hon. Thomas Leſlie 
Sir Wat. Williams Wynne Montgomeryſhire, Sir James Hamilton 


> Town of Denbigh, 


Hon. Price Devereux 


Alexander Cunningham 
John Murray 
Hon, William Dalryrgple 


John Myddleton 
Flint. SCOTLAND, 
Thomas Moſtyn Sir Arthur Forbes 


A LIST of the Members who voted againſt the P.ace-Biir, 
January 29, 1739-40. 


TELLERS againſt the BIL I. 


R. Winnington 7 Noes 
Mr. Speke 222 
County of Bedford, 
Sir Rowland Alfton 
New Windſor. E 
Lord Sidney Beauclerk, Vice-Chamberlain 
to his Majetty 
| Wallingford. 
William Hucks, the King's Brewer 
Abingdon, 
Robert Hucks, Son to ditto 
Ayletbury. 
Sir George Champion 
Wendover. 
John Hampden, Commiſſary of the Stores 
at Gibraltar 
| Great Marlow. 
Sir Thomas Hoby 
Cambridgeſhire, 
Samuel Shephcard 
Henry Bromley, Lieutenant of the County 
Univerfity of Cambridge. 
Honourable Edward Finch 


Letkard. 
George Dennis, Comptroller of the Lot - 
teries 
Leſtwithiel. 
Richard Edgcurabe , Joint Treaſurer of 
Ireland | 
Bodmyn. : 
* Saltaſh. | 
Lord Glenorchy | 
Thomas Corbett, Under-Secretary to the 
Admiralty | 
Camelford. 


Col. Cholmondeley, Lieut, Governor of 
Chefter Caftle, and Lieutcnant Colonel of 
Horſe-Guards. 

Sir Thomas Lyttleton, Lord of the Admi- 


ralty 
Weſtlow. 
John Strange, Sollicitor General 


Grampound, 
Thomas Hales, Clerk of the Board of 
Green-Cloth 
Thomas Trefuſis, Captain of a Man of 
War 
Eaſtlow. 
Cha. Longueville, Auditor to the late Queen, 
beſides his other Employments 
Samuel Holden, Director of the Bank 
Penryn. 
Sir Ric hard Mill a 
John Clavering, Groom of the Bedcham- 
ber to his Majeſty 


Tregony. 
Henry Penton 
Joſeph Gulſton, Director of the South Sea 
Company 


Lord Viicount Palmerſton, Chief Remem- 
brancer in the Court of Exchequer in 
Ireland | 

Hon. Peregrine Poulett, Brother to à Lord 
of his Majefy's Bechamber 

Sc. Ives, 

Sir Robert Rich, Groom of the Bedchamber, 

and Colonel of a Regiment of {Dragoons 
Fowey, 
Wiſlzm Wzrdour, tis Brother, Licutcnant - 
Colonel in the Horte Guards 
St. Maws, 
Rickard Plumer, Commiffoner of Trade 
Kellington. 

Thomas Copleſton, Clerk of the Quit-Rents 
and Forteiture-Otffice in Irehand 

Iiaac Leheup, Brother- in- lau ta Mr. Ho- 
race Walpole, his Brothers and Relations 
provided for 

Cumberland. 
Sir Joſeph Pennington, his Son, by his Sur- 
render, Comptrolter of the Excite-Cath 
City of Carlitle. 
Hon. Charles Howard, Colonel of a Regi- 
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ment of Foot and Deputy Governor of 
Carliſle Caſtle 1 


Exeter. 

Thomas Balle 

Totneſs. 

Sir Charles Wills, Colonel of the firſt Re- 

giment of Foot Guards, and Lieutenant 
General of Foot and Ordnance 

Joſeph Danvers 

Plymouth. 

Captain John Vanbrugh 

Arthur Stert, Commiſſary for ſettling the 

Merchants Loſſes by the Spaniards, ever 
ſince the Year 1728 l WT 

Plympton. f 

'Tho. Clutterbuck, Lord of the Admiralty 

Thomas Walker, Surveyor General of the 
Crown Lands 

Honiton, 
Sir William Yonge, Secretary at War 
Aſhburton. 
Thomas Bladen 
| Clirton- Dartmouth, 

| George 'Treby, Maſter of the Houſhold ; 
ſince made one of the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury 

Walter Carey, Clerk of the Green-Cloth, 
and of the Council | 

Fr | Berealſton. 

John Br'ſtow, Deputy Governour of the 
South Sea Company 

Tiverton, 
Arthur Arſcott 
Dudley Rider, Attorney-General 
Pool, 
George Trenchard 
Thomas Wyndham 
Lyme Regis. 
John Scrope, Secretary to the Treaſury 
Henry Holt Henly, Clerk of the Pipe 
Weymouth, 

George Doddington, of Horfirgton 

Thomas Pearſe, Commiſſioner of the Na 

John Tucker, a Grant to his Father of the 
Portland Quarries 

John Olmius 

Shaftſbury 
2 Fox, Joint Secretary of the Trea- 
ury 
City of Durham. 
Henry Lambton 
Malden 
Martin Bladen, Q mmiſſioner of Trade 
Benjamin Keene, late Envoy in Spain 
City of Glouceſter. 

John Selwyn, late Receiver General of the 
Cuſtoms, ſurrendered to his Brother, and 
Teaſurer to the late Queen 

Leominſter, 
Sir George Caſwall 
Weobley. 
James Cornwall, Capt, of a Man of War 


Borough of Hertford 
Sir Thomas Clarke 
Nathaniel Brafley 
County of Hunti 
Charles Clarke? SED 
Borough of Huntingdon. 
Brigadier Roger Handaſyd, Col. of a Neg. 
of Foot, and Governor of Fort Philip. 
| Canterbury. 
Sir Thomas Hales, his Son, Clerk of the 
Board of Green-Cloth 
Rocheſter, 
David Polhill, Keeper of the Records in 
the Tower 
Maidſtone, 
Captain Robert Fairfax 
Wm. Horſemonden Turner 
Preſton, 
Sir Henry MR » Judge Adyocate 


YEan. 
Sir Roger Bradſhaigh 
Liverpool. 
Thomas Brereton, Commiſſioner of the 
Victualling 
Richard Gildart, his eldeſt Son Receiver 
General of the Land-Tax for the County 
of Lancaſter 
| City of Lincoln . 
Charles Monſon, Deputy Paymaſter of the 
Army 


Aa 
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Great Grimſby. 

Robert Knight, Son to the late Caſhier of 

the South Sea Company 
Weſtminſter. 

ow Sundon, Commiſſioner of the Trea- 

ury 

Sir Charles Wager, Firſt Commiſſioner ef 
the Admiralty, and Admiral of the White 

Monmouth. 

Char. Hanbury Williams, Paymaſter of the 

Marines 
Norwich. | 

Horatio Walpole, Ambaſſador Extraordinary, 
and Miniſter Plenipctentiary to the Sates 
General, Cofferer to his Majeſty, and 
Auditor Gen, to the Plantations, &c. &c · 

Thomas Vere 2 

Lynn Regis. 

Sir Robert Walpole, Chancellor of and Un- 
der-Treaiurer of the Exchequer, Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſury, &c, &c. &c. 

Sir Cha, Turner, Commiſſioner 

Great Yarmouth, 

Edward Walpole, Secretary to the Treaſury 
in England, and Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland 

Thetford. 

lac Auguſtus Fitzroy, Captain of a Man oi 

ar 


Charles Fitzroy, Maſter of the Tennis-court, 
and Cornet of Horſe 
Caſtlerifing, 
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Caſtlerifing. 

Major General Churchill, Groom of the 
Bed-chamber, Colonel of a Regiment of 
Dragoons, and Governor of Plymouth 

5 1 r 8 
lph Tenniſon, Maſter of the Buck-hounds 

Ralph J Morpeth. 

Sir Henry Liddell 

County of Nottingham, 
Hon, John Mordaunt 
Town of Nottingham 
John Plumtree, Treaſurer to the Ordnance 
Newark upon Trent. 

Thomas Pelham, Secretary to the Lord 

Chamberlain 
Banbury. . 

Lord Viſcount Wallingford, Major in the 

Horſe Guards 
Town of Shrewſbury, 

Sir Richard Corbett 

William Kinaſton, Maſter in Chancery, his 
Brother Sollicitor of the Cuſtoms 

Ludlow. 

Henry Arthur Herbert, Lieutenant of the 
County of Salop. 

/ Wenlock, 
William Forrefter, ſenior 
William Forreſter, junior 

Bath. 

Lieutenant General Wade, General of his 
Majeſty's Forces in Scotland, Col, of a 
Regiment of Horſe, and Governor of 
Fort- William 

Wells, 
William Piers, his Son in the Army 
George Speke, 
| Taunton, 

Francis Fane, King's Council, and Council 

'to the Board of Trade 
Bridgewater. 

George Doddington, Lord of the Treaſury 

| Minehead, 

Francis Whitworth, Surveyor-General of his 
Majeſty's Forefts 

Ivelcheſter. 

Sir Robert Brown 

Charles Lockyer 

: Milbourn Port. 

Thomas Medlycott | 
| County of Southampton. 

Lord Harry Powlett, Lord of the Admiralty 

Wincheſter, 
George Bridges 
Town of Southampton. 
Thomas Lee Dummer, a Place in the 


Wardrobe 
Portſmouth. 
Admiral Stewart 


Yarmouth, 


Thomas Gibſon, Caſhier to the Pay-Office 


Newpor k. 
Lord Boyne, Commiſſioner of the Revenue 
in Ireland 
George Huxley, Commiſſary of the Muſtera 
Chriſt-Church. 
Joſeph Hinxman, Woodward and Keeper of 
New Foreſt 
Lymington. 
Maurice Bocland, Capt. of the Foot Guands 
Whitchurch, 
Col. John Mordaunt, Equerry to the King 
John Selwin, junior, Treaſurer to the Duke 
and Princeſſes, and the Reverſion of two 
Places in the Weft-Indies 
Newcaftle under Line, 


John Lawton 
Tamworth. X 
Ld. John Sackville, Cip. of a Com. of Foot 
Ipſwich. 
Samuel Kent, Diſtiller to the Court 
Orford. 
Brigadier General John Cope 
Aldborough. 
George Purvis, Comptroller of the Navy 
Eye. 


Hon. Stephen Cornwallis, Colonel of a Re- 
giment of Foot 
Hon, John Cornwallis 
St. Edmundſbury. 


Hon. Tho. Hervey, Surveyor of his Majeſ« 


ty's Gardens and Water-works 
| Guilford, 
Hon. Richard Onſlow, Son to Lord Onſlow, 
Teller of the Exchequer 
Colonel Richard Onſlow, Adjutant · General 


Blechingley. 
Kendrick Clayton 
5 Ryegate. 
John Harvey 
Haſlemere. 


Peter Burrell, Sub-Governour of the South- 
Sea Company 
' Suſſex, 


Rt, Hon, Henry Pelham, Paymaſter of the 
Army 

James Butler 

Chicheſter, 

Hon. James Brudenell, Commiſſioner of 
Trade, Groom of the Bed-chamber, ane 
Gentleman of the Horſe to his Majeſty 

Horſham. 
Charles Eversfield 
Colonel Charles Ingram 
Lewes. 
John Morley Trevor 
Shoreham, 
Thomas Frederick 
John Philipſon, Commiſſioner of the Navy 
Bramber. a 
Sir Harry Gough 
| Harry 


( 
Harry Gough, Director of the Eaſt-India 
Company 
Faſt Grinſtead. 
FE art of Middleſex, Son to the Ld Steward 
Arundel. 
Sir Jo ohn Shelly, his Brother a — 
the Stamps 
Coventry. 
Lord Enfton, Son to the Lord Chamberlain 
Droitwich. 
Tho. Winnington, Commil, of the Treaſury 
Bewdley. 
Brigadier Bowles « 
__ Wilton. 


Hon. Robert Herbert, Commiſ. of Trade 
Hon. William Herbert, Colonel in the Foot 


Guards 
Downton, 
fe h Wyndham Aſhe 
P : : Hindon, 
Henry Fox, Sarveyor of his Majeſ. Works 
Heytesbury. 

Edward Aſhe, Commiſſioner of Trade 
Pierce Acourt, two Brothers in the Guards 
Calne. 

Wilkam Duckett, Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Horſe Gmnazds 
Walter Hungerford 
Devizes, 
Sic ſoſeph Eyles, Brother to the Poſt · maf- 
ter General, and Remitter for the Crown 
Francis FE yles Commiſſiry for the Victualling 
| Malmesbury. 
Giles Earle, Commiſſioner of the Treafury 
Willizm Rawlinfon Earle, Clerk of Delive- 
xies in the Ordnance Office 
Cricklade. 
ir Thomas Read, Clerk of the Board of 
Green-cloth 
Bedwin. 
William Sloper, Deputy Cofferer 
City of York. 
Edwars Thompſon, Commiſfioner of the 
Re venue in Ireland 
Kingſton upon Hull. 
George Crowle, Commiſſioner of the Navy 
Henry Maiſter 
Knareſborough. 
Rich. Arundell, Maſter- worker of the Mint 
Scarborotgh. 
Will. Thompſon, Commiſ. of the Vickualliag 
William Oſbaldeſton 
Richmond. 
Sir Conyers Darcy, Compt. of the Houſfold 
Boroughbridge. 
Major Gen. Tyrrel, Gov. of Tilbury Fort 
Geo. Gregory, Store-keeper of the Ordnance 
Malton. 
Hon. Hen. Finch, Receiver General of the 
Revenucs in Minorca 
Thirſke. 
Siz Tho. Frankland, Commiſ. of the Admiralty 
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John Jewkes 2 


Andrew Wilkinſon 
Beverley. 
Ellerker Bradſhaw 
Northallerton, 
Leonard Smelt, Clerk of the Ordnance 
Pontefract. 
Lord Viſcount Galway, Commiſſioner of the 
Revenue in W 


Haſtings, 
Thomas Pelham, Son to the Commiſlioner 
of Trade 
Dover, 
David Papillon 
Thomas Revell, Commiſſioner of the 
Victualling, and Contractor for Gibraltar 
Sandwich. 
Joſah Burchete, . of the Admiralty 
Hyeth. 
Hercules Baker, Treakerer of Greenwich 
Hoſpital 
William Glanville, Commiſſioner of t 
Revenue in Ire land 
Rumney. 
Stephen Biſſe, Commiffioner of theVictaalling 
Rye. 
Sir John Norris, Vice-Admiral of Eng- 
land, and Admiral of the Red 
Wincheltea, 


Edmund Hungate Beagban 
Robert Briſto w 
Seaford. 


Sir William Gage 
Will. Hay, Commiſſioner of the Victuallisę. 
WALES. 
Town of Brecon. 
hn Talbot, a Welch Judge 
Cardigan. 
Walter Lloyd, Attomey-Geaeral in Wales 
Town of Cardigan, 
Rickard Lloyd 
Town of Cacrmarthen, 
Arthur Bevan 
Town of Caermarvon. 
Thomas Wynne, Clerk of the Board of 
Green Cloth 
Town of Flint. 
Sir George Wynne, a Gramt from the Crown 
of the Mines in Flintſhire for 32 Years 
Town of Montgomery 
William, Corbett 
Pembrokefhire, 
John Campbell, Commiſ. of the Admiralty 
Pembroke. 
William Owen 
Town of Ratner 
Thomas Lewis, a Place in the Cuſtoms bell 
by his Brother 
SCOTLAND. 
James Abercrombis , Captain of F wy 


E883 


and King's Painter in Scotland, and De- 
puty Governor of Stirling Caſtle 
William Stuart, Paymaſter of Foreign Pen- 
fions, and principal King's Remembrancer 
in Scotland 
Charles Areſkine, Lord Adyocate of Scotland 
Patrick Lindeſay 
Alexander Brodie, Lyon King at Arms 
Duncan, Urquhart, Lieut. in the Foot Guards 
Peter Halket, Captain of Foot 
William Maule 
John Drummond, Commiſſary for ſettling 
the Trade in the Netherlands 
John Mawle 
Sir James Grant, a Grant of Duties in 
Scotland 
on Falconer 
atrick Heron, his Son a Comp. in Georgia 
Sir Robert Laurie 


Hon. James Carmichael, Brother to the 
Earl of Hyndford, a Lord of the Police, 
and Commiſſioner to the General Aſſem- 
bly in Scotland 

Alexander Hamilton * 

Alexander Brodie, his brother, a Company 
in New Vork 

Hon. Robert Douglas, Captain of a Company 
of Foot 

Sir James Naſmith 

Lg. John Murray, Col. in the Foot Guards 

Hugh Roſe 

Sir Robert Monro, his Brother an Indepen- 
dent Company 

James Fall, a Leaſe in Holy Iſland 

Colonel St, Clair 

Colonel James Steuart. 


MEMBERS abſent. 


],,0:4 Vere Beauclerk New Windſor 
Henry Grey Reading 
Thomas 'Tower Wallingford 
Sir William Stanhope Bucks 
George Chamberlayne, Buckingham 
Chriſtopher Tower Ayleſbury 
Lord Limerick " Wendover 
ohn Crew | Cheſhire 
homas Townſhend, Univerſity of Cambridge 
— Croſs Leſtwithiel 
_ Kellond Courtenay Truro 
Sir * Heathcote Bodmyn 
ohn Elw 
ohn — Helſton 
ohn Owen Weſtlow 
William Mackworth Praed St. Ives 


Lord Baltimore 5 St. Germans 


Charles Montague 


Nicholas Herbert Newport 
Sir James Lowther Cumberland 
Edward Curwen Cockermouth 
= Nathaniel Curzon Derbyſhire 
enry Rolle : 
John Bamfyla & Di 
Sir John Chicheſter Barnſtaple 
Joſeph Taylor Aſhburton 
Sir Francis Drake Berealſton 
Edmund Pleydell Dorſetſhire 
Robert Browne Dorcheſter 
Solomon Aſhley Bridport 
Philip Bennet Shaftſbury 
John Banks 
John Bond Corfcaſtle 
George Bowes Durham 
_ Martin Colcheſter 
aries Stanho X 
— © er 


Robert Tracy Tewkſbury 
William Plumer Hertford C. 
Sir Thomas Afton St. Albans 
Robert Pigot Huntingdon C. 
Admiral Haddock Rocheſter 
Richard Evans — 
Richard Shuttleworth ncaſter C. 
Sir Thomas Lowther Lancaſter B. 
Legh Maſter Newton 
William Curzon Clitheroe 
Sir Thomas Saunderſon Lincolnſhire 
Albemarle Bertie Boſton 
Sir Robert Sutton Grimſby 
Sir Francis Child Middleſex 
Thomas Morgan Monmouth C. 
Armſted Parker Peterborough 
William Wilmer Northampton 
Sir Paul Methuen Brackley 
John Finch Higham Ferrers 
George Liddell Berwick 
on White Eaſt Retford 

enry Perrot Oxfordſhire 
John Spencer Wood ſtock 
Rn Whitmore 5 Bridgnorth 

rey James Grove 
Richard Herbert Ludlow 
Robert More Biſhopſcaſtle 
Thomas Horner Sumerlſetſhire 


John Codrington Bath 


William Portman Taunton 
Edward Liſle Southampton C. 
Pawlet, St. John Wincheſter 
Anthony Chute Yarmouth 
Sir William jolliff Petersfield 
Thomas Holmes Newtown 
Sir John Cope Lymington 


William 
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William Guidott Sir Robert Auſten Romn 
hn Pollen Andover Nicholas Bayly Angleſey 
ir Cordell Firebrace Suffolk Lord Bulkeley aumatis 
William Wollaſton Ipſwich = 1 Williams Carmarthen 
Sir George Downin x okn Wynne Carnarvon C, | 
William Morden , Punwich — Mackworth Cardiff 
William Conolly Aldbotough Sir Eraſmus Philips Haverford Weſt 
Thomas North St. Edmunſbury Sir Humphry Howarth Radnor C, 
Sir William Clayton Bletchingley Brig. James Campbell Airſhire 
Charies Docminique Gatton Col. James Stuart Baton of Air 
ames Oylethorpe Haſlemere Charles Campbell Argyleſhire 
homas Pelham Lewes =_ 7 — 2 FA Buteſhire | 
Anthony Lowther ol, John Campbe mbartonſhire 5 
Daniel Wilſon Weſtmoreland Sir Joke Anſtruther Fifeſhire 4 
Sir John Ramſden Apulby Brigadier Philip Anſtruther Pettenweemn I 
— Howe Wilts ohn Cockburne Haddingtonſhire E 
enry Hoare New Sarum illiam Campbell Renfrew 2 
Anthony Duncombe Downton John Rutherfurd Roxburghſhire % 
George Evans Weſtbury Sir John Campbell Stirlingſhire D] 
Richard Long Chippenham 7 
Robert Nedham Old Sarum For the Bill with Tellers — 208 5 
Nicholas Kobinſon Wotton Baſſet Againſt it with Tellers — 326 . 
Cholinley Turner York C. Of theſe Placemen — — 158 ] 
| William Aiſlabie Rippon — x 
| George Berkeley Ae For the Bill 208 
| Col. Pultney .. En Againſt the Bill — — 226 8 
| Sir William Wentwortb Malton Abſent —ß — 123 | 
Frederick Frankland Thirſke Speaker — 1 
Sir William Lowther Pontefract ä — l 
| Sir William Aſhburnham Haſtings 58 
2 
| ; 
| 2 £ 
ERRAT 4. : 


N Vor. V. page 10. read Berkeley; p. 80. for Sir Thomas Saunderſon, r. Colonel 
* Mordaunt; p. 178. line 18. r. 1736. p. 258. r. in the Notes, preſented; p. 291. 
1 railing, r. raiſing. c 
4 In the Title to the Minutes of the fifth Seſſion, r. 1739. | 
| In Vo. VII. p. 12. in the Notes, r. Edward; p. 393- for Mr, Speaker, r. Mr, Chairman, 


The Speeches diſtinguiſh'd only by Initials in this Volume, are to be aſcrib'd, as follows ; 
That, Page 153. to Alexander Hume Camphell, Eſq; 


198, Thoms Winnington, Eſq; 

161. Thomas Bramſtone, Eſq; 

176. Mr. Attorney Ceneral (Rider) 
170. General Wade. 

184. Richard Lockwood, Eſq; 

405, Giles Earle, Eiq; | — 
406. Thomas Carew, Eſq; 

412, Robert More, Eſq; 

413- William Noel, Eſq; 

415. Mr. Attorney General, 

418, Nicholas Fazakerly, Eſq; 

426. Mr. Solicitor General (Strange, ] 


# 1INTS. 1 


— —— — 
93ꝙ＋—12 


* — — 
e 54 
eee. 


- 


A — a — 
: . 2 - 2 , - 
| F 


